CAPTAIN HARBY P, BADGER
UNITED STATES NAVY

"~ Harry Peaslee Badger was born in Malone, New York, on October
19, 1907, son of John P, and Marion Manville Badger. He attended
Franklin Academy, in Malone, and on JFune 30, 1925 enlisted in the
Us 5, Navy, On July 12, 1926 he was honerably discharged to entebp
the U. S, Naval Academy as a Midshipman with the (lase of 1930. He
wvag graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 5, 1930, and subse-
quently advanced to the rank of Captain, to date from July 1, 1949,
having previously served in that rank (temporary) from January 25,

1946, until December 1, 1947,

Following gradiiatidn firom the. Naval Academy in June 1930, he
reported in August to the USS MARBLEHEAD, in which he served as a
Junior officer until September 1931, He then hegan flight instruc-
tion at the Naval Adr Station, Pbnsacola, Florida, but wa# detached
in March 1934 for further sea quty onh board the USS MIIWAUKEE, In
Mareh 1934 he returned to Pensacoly and completed flight training
with designation as Naval Aviator (Héavier than air) in April 1935,
Ordered to report to Commander Alv¢snrt, Battle Force, he was as-
gigned to Fighting Squadron 5*B§kﬁaéé§-¢ﬂ the USS LEXINGTON, in
which he served as a pilot from Juhe 1935 until July 1937,

ghting 3duadron 4, of the USS RANGER
an ingtricdtor at the Naval Air

n November 1939, He then reported
to Utility Squadron ONE, ané was serving with that squadron, avia-
tion unit of the USS RIGHEL {ARB 1}, at anchor at Peari Harbor, when
the Japanese attacked the Flest there on December 7, 1941, BHe re-
mained with that squadron until June 1942, and for eighteen months
thereafter served at *the Tutelligence Center for the Pacific Ocean
Areas, Fourbteenth Naval District Headquarters, Pearl Harbor,

Duty for six months wilth Fi
preceded a tour of ghore duty as
Station, Pensacola, which erded 1

He was awarded the 31:s Medal with the following citation: "For
meritorious achieverort ia aerial flight as a Pilot in Utility
Sgquadron  ONE, duriags ctergtions against enemy Japanesge forces in
the vioinity of the Hawailan Telands from December 10, 1941 to
April 11, 1942, Durlng this trying period when the Naval airp
strength in the Hawalisn Area was at ite lowest ebb due to damage
sulfered by the Japanese attack, Lieutenant Badger flew numerous .
long patrol, search ard convoy missions in non-combatant type air-
craft which had already seen long service, These aireraft which -
had been damaged during the attack were hastily repaired, armed
with a small ealiber gun and pPreseged into service during a time of
great national stress. Frequently returning to a blacked-out base
after dark without the use of navigational and vadio aids, he
effected safe landings on an unlighted field without tho assgistance

of aircraft landing Iights.,."
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-Captain.Badger has the American Defense Servige Medal,

Berlin Aiviirt Clasp; and the National

Capt. H, P, Badger, USKW

He again returned to Pensacola in January 1944, this time rop
duty at the Naval Training School (Photography}, and two years
later was detached for a year's duty in the Naval Photographic
Service, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department,‘
Washington, D, ¢, Fron January to May 1947 he Served as Command.
ing O0fficer of the now Navy Photographic Center, i
Anacostia, D, ¢, From July 1947 to Novemberp 1948 he served at segq
a8 Commander, Obsevvation Wing, Pacific Fleet; und :
Commander BattleshipSwGruisers, Pacific Fleet, with additional
duty as Observation Sub-~Type Commander, Aip Force, Pacific Fleet,

- He reported in November 1948 to the Naval Aip Station, Agana,
Guam, for duty with Transport Squadrén 6, His squadron wag soon
ordered to Germany, however, and he took command on January 12,1949,
VR-G operated twelve planes from Rhein/Main Field, near Frankfrut,

- in the Berlin Alrlift, and with another similar Squadron, VR~8,

blockaded Berlin during the

crucial winter months of 1948-1940,  He was awarded the Ilegion of
Merit by the Department of the Air Force (Generai Order #84, cated
October 11, 1949} fop “exceptionally meritorious conduct in the

Performance of outstanﬁ%ng service'during the period January o9,

1949 to May 12, 1949, ,,

Instruction at the Naval Wap College, Newport, Rhode Island, in
1951-1952 was followed by a Second tour orf duty in the Office of
the Chief of Nayval Operations, this time as Head, Civil Aviation
Liaigon Branch, in the Flight Services Divislon, He was detached
after two years. theve, and in May 1954 assumed command of the USS. .
GILBERT ISIANDS (QVE 107). He reported in January 1955 ¢o the
Staff of Commander Military Air Transport Service, Andrews Air
Force Bage, Washington, D. C., and on October 21, 1955 bsceme the
Senior Naval Officer attached to that command, In June 1957 he
was ordered to duty &g Commanding Officer of the Naval Station,

Bermuda,

Besides the Legion of Merit (Air Force), and the Alr Medal,
Fleet Clasp;

algn Medal; Asiatic~Pacific Campaign Medal, with
Navy Occupstion sService Medal,

Defense Service Medal,

the American Camp
ftar; the World War IT Victory Medal;
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