KEAR ﬁDMIRAL LEC 4ADOLPH BACHMAN, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

born on August 20, 1902, in Pulaski, Iowa. He was
graduated from the Pulaski High School before entering the U, 8§, Naval Acadeny,
Amnapolis, Maryland from the Sixth Congressional District of Towa in 1920,
Graduated dnd comaissioned Ensign in June 1924, he subsequently attained the
rank of Captain, to date from June 1, 1943, On July 1, 1954 he was transferred
to the Retired List of the T, 8. Navy and was advanced to the rank of Rear Ad-

miral on the basis of combat awards,

Leo Adolph Bachman was

After graduating from the Haval Acadeny in 1924, he served in the USS
CG.ALIFORNIA for two years and from December 1926, until June 1927, received in-
Struction in submarines on board the USS CHEWINK at the Submarine School, New
Londen, Connecticut, During the following four years he served in the USS R-20,
operating with Submarine Division 14, Battle Fleet, Following duty as Instruce
tor in mathematics at the Naval Academy from 1631 until 1934, he returned to
submarine duty, to serve as Aide and Flag Lieutenant, and Personncl OCfficer on
the staff of the Commander Submarine Force, U, 8, Fleat,

He had duty under instruction in the Office of the Judge Adveocate General,
Navy Deparinent, Washington, D, C., from June 1937, until July 1940, and during
this period completed a postgraduate course in Law at George Washington Univer-
sity, Washington, D, Cs, receiving his Doctor of Laws Degree in June 1940,
While a student ar George Washington University he won the Alexander Weddel
prize for the best essay on promotion of International Peace and in 1940 was
elected to the Order of the Ceif, He is a member of the District of Columbia

Bar.

After serving as Engineer Officer in the USS ARIZONA foyr eleven months, he
became Aide and Flag Secretary on the Staff of Commander, Cruiser Division
EIGHT, on July 8, 1941. He Wwas serving in thar capacity at the outbreak of
World War II and continued in this duty until Aprii 1942, when he was trang-
ferred to duty as Operations Officer on the staff of Cdmmander, Cruisers, Atw

lantic Fleet,

. In May 1942, he became Aide and Flag Secretary on the staff of Commander
Anphibious Forces, Atlantic Fleet, He continued Staff duty as Intelligence
Officer and Assistant Planning Officer from the spring of 1943 with Commander,
U. 8, Naval Forces, Northwest African Waters {Bighth Fleet), until detached on

March 18, 1945,

he was awarded the Legion of Herig,

For exceptionally meritorious service,
and Fourth Legion of Merit, with

and Gold Stars in licu of the Second, Third
the following citations:

Legion of Merit: 'For exceptionally meritorious conduct as Intelligence
Officer cn the Staff of the Commander United States Naval Forces, Northwest
African Waters, during the initial invasion of the Island of Sicily in July
1943, Charged with the responsibility of collecting, classifying and disser-
inating vital intelligence nmaterial, (he) provided the planning section with
highly important data on which to base its war plans. His accurate supply of
information‘concerning the strength of the eneny and the characteristics of
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the area of operations contributed in large measure to the guccess of the as-
sault forces im attaining their assigned objectives with a minimum of personnel
casualties and damages to equiprient in this hazardous undertaking, "'

£ the Second Legion of Merit: 'For exceptionally meri-

Gold Star in lieu of
torious conduct as en Officer on the staff of an amphibious force commander
Captain Bachman resourcce

during the landings on the coast of French Moroceo,
fully and enargetically directed mtany varied activitics which produced accurate,
vital foreknowledge of eneny forces, defenses and physical details of the hos-
tile shore. He also assisted in the formulation of sound plans for locating
and tinming the assault. During the long months of preparation and later during
the combat. operations, through hisg thoroughness, sound Judgment and profession-
al skill, he contributed greatly to the success of the landings,,,"

Gold Star in lieu of the Third Legion of Merit: "“For outstanding services
vhile serving as an Officer on the Staff of a Naval Task Force Cormander prioxv
to and during the invasion of Italy. Captain Bachman, displaying outstanding
skill and extrene thoroughness, divected the collection and correlation of in-
portant material for dissemination to all the various unitsg comprising the
Attack Force. Under his energetic supervision, accurate information on cneny
defenscs, beach characteristics, meteorological data and other vital informa-
tion were made available to the forces participating, which epabled then to
develop sound and comprehensive plans for conducting the assault, During the
execution of the planned action and subsequent operations, his able administra-
tion of various agencies in the Force was responsible in large measure for the
continuing receipt of valuable, up-to-the-minute information which formed =

asis for sound command decisions and contributed naterially to the success of

the invasion,..'

_ Gold Star in lieu of the Fourth Legion of HMerit: "For displaying outw
standing skill and extreme thoroughness in directing the collection and corre-
Lation of important material for dissemination to all the various units con-
prising the assault force on the coast of Southern France. Under his energetic
supervision, accurate information on eneny defenses, beach characteristics,
metecrological data and other information were made available to the forces
perticipating, which enabled them to develop sound and comprehensive plans for
conducting the assault, During the execution of the planned action and subse-
quent operations, his able administration of the varicus agencies in the forece
was responsible in large neasure for the continuing receipt of valuable, up~
to-the~ninute information which formed a basis for sound comnand decisions and
contributed materially to the success of the invasions,"

In June 1945, he became Operations Officer on the staff of the Commander-
in-Chief, U, 8. Fleet, Navy Depariment, Washington, D, C., and the following
year was transferred to duty as Assistant Director of Fleet Operations, under
the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Operations), He served in the latter
capacity until June 1947, and then as Pirector until April 1949, when he as-
Yo In November 1C49, he was assigned as Chicf

sumed command of the USS ALBANY
of 8taff to Commander Military Sea Iransportation Service with headquarters in

Washington, D, C,
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During the period August 1950 to Jume 1951 he wag a student at the Hatione
al War College, Washington, D. C., after which he had a month's instruction at
the Naval School, Naval Justice, Newport, Rhode Island, In August 1951 he was’
assigned to the Office of the Judge Advocate General, Havy Department, where
he continued to serve until relieved of all active duty pending his retirement,

effective July 1, 1954,

In addition to the Legion of Merit with three Gold Stars, Rear Admiral
Baclman has the American Befense Service Medal; Buropean=African-Middle Eastorn
Compaign Medal; fAmerican Campaign Medal; the World War II Victory Medal; and :
the Hational Defense Service MHedal, He alsc has been eppointed a Commender of
the Military Division of the Owxder of the British Empire "for distinguished
service in the plamning and cxecution of the operations which led to the
successful Allied invasion of Southern France," and the Croix de Guerre with
Silver Star by the Government of France for "distinguished service  in operations
leading to the libexation of France.!
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