CAPTAIN IAWRENCE E, BACH
MED%CAL CORPS, U. 8. NAVY

. Lawrence Farl Bach wag born in Jackson, Kentucky, on August 23,
1906, son of Madieson T. and Martha 5. Bach. He attended Jackson High
School, and in 1927 recelved the degree of Bachelor of Arte from the
University of Kentuecky at Lexington. In 1931 he was awarded the
degree of Doctor of Mediclne from the Unlversity of Michigan Medical
School, at Ann Arbor, Commissioned Lieutenant (jg) in the Medical
Corps "of the U, 8, Navy on June 6, 1931, he subsequently advanced in
rank, attaining that of Captain to date from March 25, 1945,

Following his appointment in the Navy in 1931, he interned and
‘had medical service at the Naval Hospital, Washington, D, C. He re-
mained there until May 1933, when he became Medical Officer of the
Civilian Congervation Corps unit at Camp George G, Meade, Maryland.
In February 1936 he was assigned to the Naval Hospital, Portsmouth,

Virginia, for six months' duty.

In August 1936 he reported as Relief Medilcal Officer on the staff
of Commander Cruisers, Scouting Force, USS CHICAGO, flagship, and in
November 1937 joined the USS NECHES as Medical Officer. Detached from
that crulser in August 1938, he next attended a postgraduate course in
internal medicine at the University of Pennsylvanla. Completing in-
gtruction there in June 1939, he was assigngd to the Naval Hospital,

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,

Prior to and after the United States' entry into World War II on
December 8, 1041, he had duty (August 1940 to May 1943) with the Fleet
Marine Force at Quantico, Virginia, and Cgnmp Lejeune, North Carolina.
As Medieal Officer of the USS INDIAWA, he participated in the assault
on Marcus Island, September 1943, and in the Gilbert Island Campaign,
November-Decenber 1943, In January 19454 he was transferrved to the US3S
CALIFORNIA, and while aboard that battleship saw further action during
the Marianas Islands Operation -- Salpan, Guam, Tinian Occupation,
July and August 1944; Leyte Gulf and Surigao Straits engagement, in
October 1944; and the Lingayen Gulf operation, in January 1945,

' Detached from the CALIFORNIA in March 1945, he reported as Senior
Medical Officer at the Naval Ammunition Depot, Hawthorne, Nevada. He
gontinued duty there until February 1946, when he became Executive
Offlcer of the Naval Hospital; San Leandro, California. That hospi-
tal was disestablished in September 1946, and he was transferred to
the Naval Hospital, New Orleans, Loulslana, to serve ag Chief of Medl-
cine until the hospital was decommigsioned in Novewber 1046, He then
had gimilar duty at the Naval Hospital, Long Beach, California, and
from January 1949 until February 1950 served as Medical Officer on the
i gtaff of Commander Naval Forces Marianae, and on the staff of the Dep-
-uty High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

'Remaining in the Marianas, he served until September 1950 on the stafyr

of the High Commiseioner of the Trust Territory of. the Pacific Ia-

1ands.
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Returning to tho United Stater in,nugu@t 1950, he was asgigned

to the Naval Hogpital, Corpus Christi, Texas, and in Augusgt of the
next year traneferred to the Naval Ho pital, Memphis, Tennegsec, He
reained there until Moy 1952, when he JOlﬂed the First Marine
DlVlulOﬂ, Reinforced, for Lore%n,duLy. Tpor oxceptionnlly hori-
torious conduct...while sorving with a Marine divigion during
operationg againgt the enemy 1n Korea from 19 June 1952 o 20 Aprdil
1953.,." he was awarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "V " he

citatlon continues in part:

"Serving as the Divigion Surgeon, Captain Bach die playcd an
outﬁ,nnding degree of profeesional compatonce and determined cf-
forte in the execution of hiszs dutiss He coordinated and controll-
od the nedical unlte within the d3v1 ion in such o manner that
guperior gurglcal and medical cave wag gilven to the wounded Marincs
and other friendly troope. Degplte the extrems danger,he freguent-
ly viegited the forvard regimental and battalion aild stations to
obtain firet hand information periaining to the core of casualtics
Undcr his guidance o Xorcan Marine Corps medlcul conmpany wag do-
voiopcd and maintained and 28 a result of hir detornined offorte,
the Horeaon noaval hospitals, in the rear areas were rapidly strength=

cned and improved, .,

In February 1953 he woe ordered to report to the Naval Hog-
pita, St. Albang, Long Tgland, New Yorlk, :

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "v," goaplain
Bach haeg the Americon Defenso Service Medal with Lar- the Amcri-
can Campaign Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campoign MOdﬁl with threce
chgngement gtare; tho World War II Victory Medal; the Philippinc
Liboration Ribbon with two sgtare; Korean Service Medal; and the
Unitod Nations SBervice Medal, He hasg aleo been awarded the Ordor
of Military Merit, ULCHI, with Silver Star by the Republic of
Korco and the an1wh Red Croegs Mecdal by Commodore Kni Hammerich,
Comanndlng Officer of Expedltlon Danicsh Hoepital Ship JUTLANDL;.

Docton Bach ig a mewber of the American Medicnl Aggociation
and the Agsoclation of Military Surgeons,

[P

NAVY Biographies Soctlon, 0I- 003
6 July 1953






