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CAPTAIN CHARLTON EUGENE BATTLE, JR., UNITED STATES NAVY

Captain Battle, born in Oglethorpe, Georgia, June 15, 1887
attended Alabama Polytechnic Institute at Auourn, before his
appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland from

the Fourth District of Georgia in 1906. Graduated in June 1910

he served the two years at sea then required by law before being
commissioned Ensign in March 1912, and was subsequently promoted

to Lieutenant {junior grade), Merch 7, 1915, and Lieutenant, March
7, 1018, He received & tembovrary , promotion to Lieutenant Comman-
der during the World War and was commissioned in that rank on Sep-
tember 20, 1921, was promoted to Commander, June 4, 1931, Captain to
date from June 23, 1938. He served in the temporary rank of Com-
modore from April 13, 1944 to December 1, 1947.

3

After graduation in 1910, Captain Battle served consecutively
in the USS NORTH CAROLINA, the USS MONTGOMERY, the USS NORTH DAKOTA,
and the USS KANSAS until July 1915, He then joined the Presidentisl
yacht USS MAYFLOWER, serving until August 1918, with additional duty
as Naval Aide at the White House during 1915-16. From September
1916 until February 1919 he was executive officer of the Naval Air
Station, Pauillac, France. He then had duty as executive officer
of the USS KAISERIN AUGUSTA VICTORIA and for his services in those
assignments was awarded the Navy Cross with the following citation:

NAVY CROSS:

"For distinguished service in the line of his pro-
fession as Executive Officer of the U,S, Naval Air
Station at Pauillac, France, for the efficient organi-
zation and handling of the forces engaged in fighting
a dangerous fire on the Portuguese Ship PANICHE, on
November 11, 1918, and for his untiring and highly
successful efforts in manning, organization and pro-
visioning the USS KAISERIN AUGUSTA VICTORIA."

In April 1919, Captain Battle was assigned duty as executive
officer of the USS BIRMINGHAM, and in December 1920 assumed command
of the USS CLAXTON. Detached from that duty in March 1921 he had
charge of fitting out the USS CHASE, assuming command of that ship
on her commissioning, March 10, 1921. In August of that year he
re joined the CLAZTON, serving until June 1921, when he was ordered
to report to the Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland. In October
1922 he reported for duty as executive officer of the Naval Training
Station, Newport, Rhode Island, serving until July 1924. He then
joined the USS FLORIDA with duty as gunnery officer of that battle-
ship until September 1924. He commended the USS SELFRIDGE from Octo-
per of that year until February 1927.
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Captain Pattle served in the Executive Department, Naval Academy,
Annapolis, Maryland, from March 1927 until June 1930 with duty as
Aide on the Staff of the Commander, Midshipmen's Practice Sguadron,
USS ARKANSAS, during the summer of 1929, and during the summer of
1930 he had duty in connection with the Naval Reserve Cruilses, Javal
Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois. From October 1930 until
June 1932 he was aide and flag lieutenant on the Staff of Rear Ad-
miral (now Admiral, Retired) William H. Standley, USN, Commander,
Destroyer Squadrons, Battle Fleet in the flagships OMAHA and DETROIT
(title changed on April 1, 1931, to Destroyers,Battle Force, U.3.
Fleet). He continued in that duty when Rear Admiral (now Admiral,
Retired) Edward C. Kalbfus, USN,relieved Rear Admiral Standley of
that command. »

After completing the senior course at the Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island, in May 1933, Captain Battle remained for
duty on the Staff of that college until @tober 1935. The following
month he reported for duty in connection with fitting out the USS
QUINCY,assuming duty as executive officer of that crulser on her
commissioning, June 9, 1936 and serving until June 1938. While
serving in that assignment the QUINCY evacuated Americans from Spain
at the beginning of the Spanish Civil War. Returning to the Naval -
War College, Newport, Rhode Island, he completed the advanced course
in June 1939, and on June 27 reported to the University of Califor-
nia at Los Angeles, for duty as Professor of Naval Sclence and
Tactics, in connection with the Naval Reserve Officersg' Training
Corps Unit,serving in that assignment until June 1941.

On June 28, 1941, Captain Battle assumed command of the USS
QUINCY which was assigned to the Defense Forces of Iceland during
the early part of World War II. After being detached from the
QUINCY in May 1942 he reported for duty as Chief of Staff and
Aide to the Commander, Service Force, Atlantic Fleet, and for his
services in the latter assignment which extended to December 1945,
he was awarded the Legion of Merit and the Gold Star in lieu of
a second Legion of Merit and cited as follows:

IEGION OF MERIT: \
"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the perfor-
mance of outstanding services to the Government of the
United States as Chief of Staff, Commander Service Force,
United States Atlantic Fleet during operations against
the enemy in the Atlantic and Mediterranean Areas, from
May 1942 to October 1044, Faced with the problem of sup-
porting and supplying the extensive operations of United
States Naval and Military Forces in this area, Commodore
Battle rendered invaluable assistance in the formulation
and execution of plans necesssry to maintain adequate
logistic support. Frequently confronted with the
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LEGION OF MERIT: (Cont'd)
difficulties of limited equipment, facilities and ships
he aided materlally in affecting the successful culmina-
tion of numeroﬁ% dpe%ati@hﬁ Lt the Battle of the Atlantic
and the liberatlon ~f Burope. His foresight, 1eadership
and devotion to the fulfillment of a vital assignment
contributed to the effective prosecution of the war and
upheld the highest traditions of the United Stated Naval
Service,"

GOLD BSTAR in lieu of a second LEGION OF MERIT:

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance
of outstanding service as Chief of 3taff to Commander Ser-
vice Force, Atlantic Fleet, from Cctober 1944 until Decem-
ber 1945. By his exceptional administrative ability, his
sound judg ment and his insplring leadershlp, Commodore
Battle carried out the duties of his responsible position
in such a manner that the needs of the Fleet were met and
our forces maintained ready for action. Three times dur-
ing his tenure of office as Chief of 3taff, transfers of
command made it necessary for him to assume command of the
Service Force, Atlantic Fleet. Due to his thorough know-
ledge of the multitudinous problems involved these trans-
fers were effected without interruption of the high quality
of vital work performed by Service Force. The untiring s
effort, professional skill and complete devotion to duty
dlsplayed by him during this entire period were invaluable
to the Atiantic Fleet and its outlying bases, Commodore
Battle's unusual efficiency, superior initiative and out-
standing performance of duty reflect great credit upon '
himself and the United States Naval Service."

Captain Battle reported for duty as Commander, Naval Cperating
Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on January 1, 1946, and on April 15,
1948 was ordered detached from that asbignment and to duty in the
Third Naval District, New York, New York.

In addition to the Navy Cross and the Legion of Merit with Gold
Star, Captain Battle has the Mexican Service Medal; the Victory Meﬁal
Overseas Clasp and 1s entitled to the American Defense Service Medal
with Bronze "A" {(for service in the U3S QUINCY opeéerating in actual
or potential belligerent contact with the Axis Forces in the Atlan-
tic prior to December 7, 1941): the European-African-Jliddle Eastern
Area Campaign Medal and the World War II Victory Medal.




captain Charlton E. Battle, Jr., USN

20 April 1948.






