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CAPTAIN ROBERT V. R, BASSETT, JR.,
U. I[°D STATES AVY

Robert Van Rensselaer Bassett, Jr., was born in Owego, New York, ou Jan-
vary 14, 1913, sou of Robert V. R, and Harriet Hibbard Bassett. He attended
public schools in Owego, aud prepared for the U. S, Naval Academy at Severn
Preparatcyy School, Severua Park, marylaad, before eantering that imstitution
as a Midshipman from New York on July 7, 1931, He was graduated and com-
missioned Ensign on June 6, 1935, and subsequently advanced to the raak of
Captain, to date from July 1, 1954,

After graduation from the ilaval Academy in June 1935, he was wssigned to
the USS TEXAS, flagship of Battleship Division ONE, of the Battle Force., He
served as a junior officer in Engineering and Cynnery and as Agsistant
Navigator of that battleship until December 1937. Im January 1338 he re-
ported to the USS SAVANuAH, a cruiser operating under the Chief of Naval
Operations, in which he served sntil March 1940 as Assistant Guanery Officer
and Firte Liéutenant, As Engineer Officer of the USS POPE (DD-225), he
participated in the Philippine Operations {including Guam and other Asiatic
Fleet operations) from December 8, 1941 to March 1, 19423 the Netherlands
East Indies Operation, including engagements at Makassar Strait and Badoeng
Strait, January 23-24 and February 19-20, respectively.

He ig entitled to the Ribbou for, and a facsimile of, the Presidential
Unit Citation awarded the USS POPE, "For extraordinary heroism in action
against enemy Japanese forces in’the Java Campaign in the Southwest Pacific
War Area, from January 23, to March 1942.,.." The citations further states:

", ..Gallantly operating with the meager surface forces of the combined
United Btates, British and Dutch Royal Navies tested in combat by predominantly
superior Japanese Fleets, the USS POPE audaciously joined three destroyers in
a fierce counter invasion off Balikapan, sonfusing and disorgenizing her
enemy to aid in the sinking or damaging of a part of the hostile concentration
by accurate torpedo and gunfire, Illuminated, and a highly vulnerable tar-
get for hostile cruiser and destroyer gunfire...in the Badoeng Strait action,
ghe responded nobly to the efforts of her officers and men and scored several
damaging torpedo and gun hits before effecting a masterly withdrawal from
the perilomg areca. Subsequently escorting HMS EXETER and HMS ENCOUNTER In
the Java Sea, and engaging four Japanese cruisers and four destroyers, the
POPE fought with all the armanent at her command to inflict damage on the
Japanese forces and, when friendly warships were put out of action, skill-
fully broke off the one-sided. sngagement. Relentlessly trailed by cruiser-
borne planes and repeatedly bombed aircraft, she battled with unconquerablg
spirit and rsdimished fury before succumbing to the lethal blows..."

He was awarded the Legion of Merit with Combat "V" and citation: 'Fex
meritorious conduct...while serving as Engineer Officer and Officer-of-the«
Deck of the USS POPE in the battles of Makassar Strait, Badoeng Strait and
Java Sea, from January to March 1942. During each of three engagements,
Lécutenant Cotmander Bassett contributed notably to the preservation and
battle success of the USS POPE, avoiding collisions in the darkness which
undoubtedly would have resulted in disaster for hig own vessel and another
United States destroyer. Largely as a result of his intelligent and . .
inspiring leadership, the Engineering Department of the USS POPE™"
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The POPE was crippled by cnoemny airereft and on ilareh 2, 1942, was sunk
by six salvos from the Joponesc cruisers whicn finally spotted hex, Her
survivors, including Captain Jassett, were picked up by a Japanese destroyer
which discovered the group after three days in the water. They were taken to
Japan where they remained Prisoners of War until after the end of hostilitics
in August 1945,

Captain Bassett spent the next eight months cnroute to the United States, .
in hogpitals, on leave, and completing refresher courses in Gunnery, Combat
information, Damage Control, and others, In June 19406 he reported as Gumaery
Ufficer and Materiel Officer off the Staff of Commander Philadelphia Group,
Atlantic Reserve Fleet. In Scotember 1948 he assumed command of the USS
TEJICBOTH (AGS 50), and remalned in that command until June 1950, During this
period REHOBOTH and SAN PABLC (AGS 30), the fiwst naval vessels to be equipped
with flcating laboratories mamned by civilian scientists, steaned over 55,000
niles on oceanographic surveys into the mysteries of the great Atlantic Ccean,
These studies vanged from contouring the ocean botton, studying the chemical
nace-up of the water, gathering of botton gamples at depths of three uiles, tc
tracing the meanderings of the Gulf Stream.

TFrom July 1950 wntil June 1251 he was a student (Strategy and Tactics
course) at the Naval War College, MHewport, Rhode Island, Reporting next to the
Navy Department, Washington, D. C., he served fron July of that year until
December 1952 in the Logistlics Plans Division, Office of the Deputy Chief of
Haval Operations (Logistics), During the period January 1953 to August 1954

e was Executive Officer of the USS BALTIMORE, and was present when the BALEI.
MORR flew the flag ¢f Adniral Jerauld Wright, CINCIELK, at the Coronation

Naval Teview at Spithead, in June 1953, held in honor of Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth 1II,

e next served as Assistanl Force Operations Cfficer of the staff of
Cormander Service Force, Pacifle, and in April 1250¢ was ordered to duty as
?rofessor of Naval Science, llaval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, Dule
University, Durhan, North Carolina, Under orders of June 18, 1959, he becane
Executive Officer and Naval ABvisor, Logistics Division, Staff, Supreme Alliad
Commander Europe, and a yecar later returned to the ilovy Department to serve
successively on the Navy Discharge Rebvicw Boagd, the laval Examining Boand

and the Havy Council of Pewxsonnel Board., On fLpril 17, 1462, he wasg oxdered
to duty as Cormanding OGfficer, illaval Re:erve Cfflce Praining, Corps Unit,
University of New Mexico, ALlbuguenque, . Hew Me:iicca
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In addition to the Leplon of Herit with Combat V¥ and the Presidentlial
Unig Citation Ribbon, Ca tmn Bagsett has the lemy Unit Badge {(defense of

the Philippines in Decexﬂbe 1241) ana the Dutcl Bromze Cross, awarded by

the Governuent of The Nétherlands. He alsc has the Jumerican Defense Ser-
ign Medal; World War II

vice Medal, Fleet Clasp; tlc usw.mc-Pacn.flc Caopai
Victory Hec.al, National Defeuse Service Hedal; and the Philippine Defensc

Ribbons’
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