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Thomas Edward Bass, III, was born in Richmond, Virginia, on De-
cember 6, 1917, son of Thomas E. and Gertrude (Hazelwood) Bass. He -
graduated from New Bern (North Carolina) High School and in 1938 re-
received the degree of Bachelor of Arts In Physical Education from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. During the period
1938 to 1940 he was a Teacher and Coach at Fayetteville (North Carolina)
High School, and from 1940 to 19Lk2 was District Principal, Consolidated
School District, Eastern North Cerolina. On August 5, 1942 he was
commissionaed Ersign in the U, S. Naval Reserve and subsequently ad-
vanced in rank to that of Rear Admiral, to date fyom February 1, 1971,
heving transferred from the U, B. Naval Reserve to the U, S, Navy on
October T, 1946,

Ordered. irto active naval service, he reported In Jemwary 1943 on
board the USS SC-676 to serve as Gunnery Officer and Executive Officer
and in May 19Lk assumed command of that sub-chaser, While on board
the 80-676, he participated in the North African Campalgn; invasions
of Sicily at Gela; Salerno; Anzilo; Southern France and operated with
Yugoslav Partisans in the Adriatic Sea behind German lines in 19hk.

Yle was awarded the Nevy Commendetion Medal with Combat V" and cited

as follows: For "outstanding performence of duty as Commanding Of -
ficer of the USS SC-676 while engaged in offensive operations against
the enemy in the Adriatic Sea from June 3 to July 12, 1okk,.." The .
citaticn continues: ,

“Digplaying exceptional skill and fearless determination, you
led your ship in covering the evacuation of Allied and Partisan forces
from the Island of Brac, off the coast of Yugoslavia, and coolly re-
pelled en enemy alr attack on the beaches by wellwdirected anti-aircraft
ire. Subsequently, with extraordinary courage and resourcefulness, you

nee missions in dangerous and restricted
range of heavy coastal batteries. By

your initiative and daring le ; 4 materially to the

success of Allied and Partisan Operations against enemy strong-holds

on the islands off the Dalmatian coast..."
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From January to September 1945 he was an Instructor in Seamanship
at the Naval Reserve Midshipmen School, Cornell University, Ithaca, New
York, after which he had duty in connection with officer distribution
and civil readjustment on the Staff of the Commandant of the Sixth
Wavel District, headquartered in Charleston, South Carolinsa,
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In January 1947 he reported or training at the Naval Mine War-
fare School, Yorktown, Virgini nd in April'l9h7 became Bxecutive
Officer of the USS TOWHEE (AM-38 ) He transferred in December 1947,
in a similar capacity, to the USS GHERARDI (IMS-30) and during the
period Februar ““y 1950 to August 1951 commanded the USS PURSUIT {AM-108).
In August 1951 he was assigned as an Instructor in Naval Weapons atb
the Naval Regerve Officers Training Corps, University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill and in June 1952 joined the Staff of Commander

s ver Souadron TWENIY-TWO ©o serve as Senior Liailson and Staff
Wateh Officer until August 1952, Following instruction which extended
to Jamuary 1954 at the Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, Virginia,
he was ordered to the Staff of Commander SIXTH Fleet, where he had
duty as Fleet Antisubmarine Warfare Officer and Aide Flag Secretary.

In Mzy 1956 he was assigned to the Bureau of Naval Pers sonnel,
Navy Depar vncmt, Washington, D, ., where he served as Fleet Stwffs
and Marg Campatant Placement Officer until July 1958, after which
he attended Lhe Naval Warfere Course at the Naval War College, New-
port, Rhede Island. In July 1959 he assumed command of the USS BAROLD
J. ELLISON (DD-86L), which, under his command, received the Battle
Efficiency "E" and two Engineering "Es"., In September 1961 he bhecame
Executive Officer of the Naval Dpstroyer School, Newport, Rhode Island,
where he remained until July 1963.
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He had instruction at the NATO Defense College, Paris, France,

from July 19€3 to February 1904 then was Commaznder Destroyer Divie- ~
sion me EU\JJMD TWO until Pebruary 1965. Ordered to the Office of

the C Navy Depa ment, he hesded the Joint

Pro gl \ . ational Plans Branch, Strategic Divie

sion until April 1966, then was Head of the Allied and "UpporL Objective .

Force, Plans Ssctilon, Strategic Plans Division. He remained there

until December 1966, whe became Commander Destroyer Squadron TWENTY

51X ezl of Naval Personnel, Navy Department, he
Assgistant Director for Surface

= Oy, nment and later as Director, Officer Dis-

trivution Divis 1on, For outstandi neritorious service...' in that

capacity, he was awarded the Meritorious Service Medal, The citation

further states in part:

55 was initially responsible for
UdeLe and sub-surface cap-

this pericd, Captain
reer dﬁvelOpment of

icins, and later for the approximatel: 00 officers on active duty..."
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in July 197 Commander Cruilser-Destroyer Flotilla NINE,
Commander Cruilser hd Cormarcder Crulser-De-~

Flotilla TH

Flaet
leet,

HEE

stroyer Group, U, 3.

and cited as follows:
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"For exceptionally meritorious conduct...from July 1970 to November ™

1970 during combat operatlons. Responsible for the planning and pro-

cecution of surface wsrfare in the Western Pacific Area, (he) consistent-

ly displayed outstending professionalism, judgment and resourcefulness

in carrying out this responsibility, maintaining the highest level of’

combat readiness and effectiveness. His superb ability to coordinate

surface warfare planning was demonstrated repeatedly in operations

against the enemy...”

He was relieved of two of his commands in Novenmber 1970, but con=-
tinued to commend Crulser-Destroyer Flotilla NINE until July 1971, when
he reported as Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans and Operations to the
Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. In November 1972 he became
Commandant of the Thirteenth Naval District, headguartered in Seattle,
Washington. 'For exceptionally meritorious conduct..." in that capacity,
he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Legion of Merit, The
citation further stetes in part: "...During his tenure, Rear Admiral
Bass discharged his demanding tasks in an exemplary and highly profes-

sional manner..:'

on July 1, 1974 he was transferred to the Retired List of the
U. 8. Navy.

Tn addition to the Legion of Merit with Gold Star, the Meritorious
Service Medal and the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V', Rear Ad-
miral Bass has the American Cempaign Medal; Furopean-African-Middle - a
Fastern Cempsign Medal; World War IT Victory Medal; Navy Occupation
Service Medal, FEurope Clasp; National Defense Service Medal with bronze

Vietnam Service Medal.
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