CLPTAIN EDWIN F, BARKER
SUPPLY CORrS, U. 5. NAVY

Edwin Franklin Barkcr was born on June 14, 16892, in Rock Island,
Tllinois, son of George and Ida May (Smith) Barker. He attcnded Rock:
Island High School and rceceived the degrec of Bachelor of Sclencc in
mcchanical cnginecring from the University of Illinois at Urbana in
1917, Commissioned Ensign in the Supply Corps of the U, 3, Navy on
July 20, 1917, he subscquently attained the rank of Captain to datc
from Novcmbor 10, 1945,

After rceelving his commission in 1917 he was under instruction
at the Supply Corps School, Washington, D, C,, until October 1917, .. .v
when he joincd the USS LEVIATHAN, After two trips to France and two -
to Ingland, h¢ was dcetached from that transport and reportced in July
1918 as Dwsour sing Officer at the Naval Training Station, Hampton
Roa ds Virginia, He rcmaincd thore for nine months, and following
short pre-<commissioning duty in the USS EL ORIENTE, was assigned in
Junc 1919, to a Destroycr Division as Disbursing Oﬁficcr (one of the
first Supply Corps officcrs to be detailced as & Dostroyer Division
Disbursing Officcr),

In October 1921 he joincd the US3 ST, LOUL3 as Supply Officcer,
and when she was decommissioned in April 1922, had nine months! in-
struction in accounting at the Navy Yard, Now York, Now York. Complct-
ing thc course, he scrved between January 1922 and June 1925 as fLic-
counting Officer at the Navy Yard, Charluston, South Carolina, Ordcred
to duty afloat, hec rcported qboard the USS DENVER, Whilc in that
cruilscr shc spent a year in the troubled waters of Nicaragua during
thce rcovolution thore, and later transported General Pershing and  Gen-
eral Lassiter to frica, Chilc, where the DENVER stood by at the time
Pcru and Chilce werc staging thoe fomous Acna-~Arica plebescite during
their border disputes.

Reliceved of his assignment in the DENVER in October 1927, he
became fssistant Supply Officer at the Navy Yard, Now York, New York,
and in Dccember 1970 rcportcd as Supply Officer of the USS DOBBIN,
Whilc so scrving he accountcd for all the material in connecction with
the decommissioning of fourtcen destroyors and the commissioning of
fourtcen destroyers from inactive Dtﬂtus Between March 1934 and
October 9?6 he again haed duty as issistant Supply Officer at the
Navy Yar Ncw York, Ncw York, aftor which he transferred, in the same
capacity, to the Navy Yard, Cavite, Philippinc Islands. :

Hc reportcd in Merch 1929 as Supply Officcr of the Destroyer
Basc, San Dicgo, California, Whilc thorc he assisted in the convortlng
of thc USS RIGEL, and joincd that rcpair ship as Supply Officcr, The
RIGEL was prcscnt at Pearl Harbor, T, H., whcn the Japancsc attacked
the Naval Basc there, Dcecember 7, 1941, but suffercd no scrious damage
and subscqucently departcd for hAucklend, New Zcealand, wherc she sup-
plicd the Naval forcces operating from that port. Doetached from the
RIGEL in November 1942, he joined tho staff of Commandcr Scrvice Squad-
ron South Pacific, uubordlnwtp Command, He rcminced in the latter
assignment until Juno 194%, when hc was ordered to roturn to the
United States,
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He sorved until iugust 1945 as Supply Officcr of the Naval Oper-
ating Basc, Koy West, Florida, followoed by duty as Officer in Chargo
of the Navy Central Disbursing O0fficc, Miami, Florida, Vhon that
unit was discstablished in January 1946 he transferred in a similar
capacity, ©to the Navy Ccntral Disbursing Office, San Dicgo, California,
He continued duty in that assignmont until Septomber 1950 when he ro-
portced as District Supply Officer, Fiftccnth Naval District, with
hcadguartcers at Balboa, Canal Zonc.

Captoin Barkcr hes the World War I Victory Mecdal; the Sceond
Nicaraoguen Compaign Mcdal; the fmerican Defonsc Scrvice Medal, Fleet
Clasp: the imcrican Campoaign Mcedal; the Lsiatic-Pocific Campaign Mcdals
and thc World War II Victory Mcdal.
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