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CAFTAIN RALPH W. ARNDT, U, S. NAVY , RETIRED-

Ralph William Arndt was born in Michigan City, Indiana. an December 10,
1912, son of William A. and Mamie Helsing Arndt. - He enlistew in the U, S,
Naval Reserve on July 15, 1929, and on June 19, 1932, was honorably discharged

to enter the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, after winning a dompeti- -

tive appointment. . As a Midshipman he was a member of the Rifle Team, the Tri-
dent ILiterary Society, the "Lucky Bag" Staff, won his letter in Soeccer, and was
Regimental Adjutent as a First Classman. Graduated and commissioned Ensign

on June 4, 1936, he subscquently adbancéd to the rank of Captain, to date from

July 1, 1952 . He was retired in that rank in July 1, 1962.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1936, he joined the
USS NEW MEXICO, and gerved as a junior division officer in that battleship in
the Pacific area for more, than.two years. In January 1939 he was detached
with orders to the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida, where he completed
flight training and was designated Naval Aviator on January. 12, 1940, In Feb-
ruary of that year he was assigned to Bombing Squadron 3, baged on the USS
SARATOGA, later the USS ENTERPRISE, and was serving as Fngineer Officer of that
squadron when the United States entered World War IT in December 1941.

For "meritorious achievement,.,.as Pilot of a Dive-bombing Plane in Bomb=
ing- Squadron THREE, ,.during operations againgt enemy Japanese forces in the
Central and Western Pacific Ocean Area from December 9, 1941, to April 20,
1942, ." he was awarded the Air Medal. He is also entitled to the Ribbon for
the Presidential Unit Citation awarded the USS ENTERPRISE, "For consistently
outstanding performance and distinguished achievement during repeated action
against enemy Japanese forces in the Pacific War Area, December 7y 1941 to No=-
vember 15, 1942i..(which closes with) Her aggressive spirit and superb combat
efficiency are fitting tribute to the officers snd men who so gallantly estab-
lished her as a solid bulwark in dofense of tho American Nation,".

Returning to the United States, he served between July 1942 and Febru- .

ary 1944 as Dive Bombing and Gunnery Instructor at the Naval Air ‘Station, Mi-
ami, rFlorida, and in March 1944 commissioned and briefly commanded -Bombing
~ Squadron 15. He reported next for duty with the Pre~commissioning detail of

the USS MAKASSAR STRAIT, at.the Naval Station, Astoria, Oregon, and served as
“Air Officer of that vessel from her commissioning until December 1944, He
then joined the Staff of Commander Air Support Control Unlts, Amphibious For-
ces, U, S, Pacific Flect. :

"For meritorious service as Net Control Officer of an Advance Attack
Force during the amphibious assault on Iwo Jima in February and March 1945,
and as Operations Officer and Support Alr Direction Net Control Officeor during
the Okinaws Campaign from April 1 to June 3s 1945..." he was awarded the Bronze

Star Medal with Combat "V." The citation continues: '
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"During the Iwo Jima operation, (he) ably controlled numerous air
strikes against enemy shore establishments, Coordinating all air sctivitics
in gupport of ground troops at Okinawa as well as air strikes on the Japanese
Homeland, he contributed materially to the destruction of many hostile shore
installations and to the neutralization of enemy air activity..."

He continued as Commanding Officer of the Air Support Control Unit on
the Staff of Commander Third Amphibious Force, in planning and implementing
the final landings in ‘the mop up of the Fhilippine Islandg. After the armig-
tice his unit accompanied oceupation troops into Nagasgaki, Sagsebo, Wakayama.,
and Yokohama, Japan, : ‘ '

In December 1945 he was asgigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. There he worked on the post
war rewrite of tactical and doctrinal publicationg. In October 1946 he was
transferred to the Administrative Office of the Navy Department, for duty with
the Joint Research and Development Board (Planning Division of the Navy Seere-
tariat), and remained there until July 1947, He next attended the Naval Pogte
graduate School, and was awarded a Bachelor's degree in Aeronautical Engineer-
ing in 1949, and from the University of Mimmesota received the degree of Mag-
ter of Science in Aeronautical Engineering in 1950,

In September 1950 he assumed command of Tactical Air Support Squadron
ONE, which operated in Korea amd Korean waters until July 1951, He was award-
ed a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Bronze Star Medal, with Combat "W, For
"oxceptionally meritorious service...in connection with naval operations a-
gainst the enemy while serving as Commander Tactical Air Control Squadron NINE-
TY from December 11 to December 24, 1950, during the planning and execution of
amphibious operations at Hungnam, Korea..." '

He joined the USS BATAAN in November 1951, and as Executive Officer of
that aireraft carrier completed two additional tours of duty in the Korean
Theater, thereby winning eight operation stars for his Korean Service Medal.
From June 1953 until May 1957 he served as Officer in Charge.of the Asronauti-
cal Angineering Curricula at the U. S, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey,
California, then was designated Chief Navy Section, Military Advisory Assis-
tance Group, France, with Headquarters at Paris. On February 26, 1960, he was
ordered to return to the Naval Postgraduate School for duty as. Cormanding Of-
ficer, Naval Mminigtrative Command. On July 1, 1962, he was transferred to
the Rz2tired List,

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Star and Combat "," the
Air Medal, and the Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Captain Arndt has the
American Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Cam-
paign Medal; World War II Vietory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia
Clasp; Netional Defénss-Serxvice Medal; Korean Service Medal; United Nations
Service Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one star. He also
has the Expert Rifleman Medal, and the Expert Pistol Shot Medal.
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