REAR ADMIRAL PAUL R. AHDERSON, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Paul Ramseur Anderscn was born in Statesville, North Carolina, on May 1,
1201, son of George R. and Margaret (Wood) Anderscn. He attended Statesville
(Noxrth Carclina) public schocls, prior to entering the U. S. Naval Acadeny,
Annapolis, Maryland, on appointument from his native state in 1924. As a Mid-
shipnan he was a member ¢f the Gym Tean and was Head Cheer Leader. Graduated
and commissicned Ensign on June 7, 1928, he subsequently progressed in rank to
that of Captain, to date from March 24, 1945. On July 1, 1958 he was transferred
to the Retired List of the U. S. Navy and was advanced tu the rank of Rear Adnir-
al on the basis of combat awards.

Following graduation from the Naval Acadery in 1928, he juined the USS NEW
YORK, serving as a junior officer in all departuents apd for the last fifteen
nenths as Deck, Division and Watch Officer. During the period January 1932 to
March 1934 be had consecutive duty in the USS FULTCN and USS NOKOMIS, engaged
in Hydrographic survey in Central American waters. He was cormended by the
American Minister to Costa Rica on behalf of the Costa Rican Government for the
survey of the Gulf of Nicoya. He next assisted in the fitting out of the USS
RANGER at the Newport News (Virginia) Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, and
reported as Boiler Division Officer on board that aircraft carrier when she
was placed in commission on June 4, 1934,

In May 1935 he attended 2 course in chenical warfare at Edgewced (Maryland)
Arsenal, then from June of that year until June 1937 had instruction in applied
cormunications at the Postgraduate School, Annapclis, Maryland. Completing the
course, he was designated Applied Cocmmwunicator. He was Radic Officer cn board
the USS LEXINGTON until June 1230, when he joined the staff of Cermander Mine-
craft, Dattle Force as fLide and Flag Lieutenant, serving in the USS OGLALA.
Assigned in July 1941 to the Cffice of the Director of Naval Coonunications,
Office ¢f the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, L. C., he
was Visual Signal Officer and was engaped in the provision of combined cormuni-
cation systems, procedurcs, etc. for United States, Dritish and Allied Navies.
He remained there until July 1943 and the next uonth assumed cormand of the
USS MURRAY. In that command he participated in eight major Pacific campaigns
and eleven operaticns. '"For neritorious service as Commanding Gfficer of the
USS MURRAY during operations against eneny Japanese forces in the Pacific Ccean
Area from October 1943 to October 1944,.." he was awarded the Dronze Star Medal
with Combat "W.," The citation further states in part:

"Fighting his ship with skill and aggressiveness throughout this period of
intensive operations, (he) participated in a carrier strike on Wake Island and
in the assault and capture of the Gilbert Islands, supported landings on Dou-
gainville in the Sclonons and conducted shore bembardment of Kwajalein and
Eniwetok, thereby aiding essentially in the occupation of the Marshall Islands.
After joining the SEVENTH Fleet, (he) rendered invaluable service during the
boubarduent of Kavieng, and later participated in the assault and ceccupation of
Aitape on New Guinea. Upon rejoining the FIFTH Fleet in June 1044, he assisted
in the invasion of Saipan and Guan, bombarded Wewak, and tock part in the Leyte
landings. Dy his professional skill, tircless efforts and dauntless initiative,
(he) contributed naterially to the success of these vital cperaticns and to the
eventual fall of the Japanese Empire..."
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He alsc received a Letter of Coamendaticn, with authorizatiun to wear the
Commendation Ribben and Combat "V," from the Cuumander South Pacific Force.
The citation follows: "“For skillful and effective perforrance of duty as Cou-
nanding Officer of a destroyer during the attack by carrier aircraft on the
strongly held cneny harbor at Rabaul, New Britain on Noverber 11, 1943, When
the task group of which his ship was o unit was attacked by approximately cne
hundred and fifty eneny plancs, so skillfully did Cormander Anderson fight his
ship that severe losses were inflicted upon the enemy without damage to his
vesseleo o™

In December 1944 he joined the staff of the Cormander in Chief, U. S.
Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ccean Areas, as Cperational Cormunication Officer.
In that capacity he set up and operated communications at Guan for Headquarters
of the Cermander in Chief, Pacific. "For meritorious service.,.in connection
with operations against eneny Japanese forces from December 31, 1244 to Sep-
teober 1, 1245..." he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Sccond Dronze Star
Medal. The citation continues: "Skillfully applyinz his speeial knowledge in
operational comnunications, Captain Anderson assisted naterially in tbe success-
ful rapid expansion of the Naval courwunications services and facilities for cur
Fleet.,."

The Cormiander in Chicef, Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ccean Areas tock hin as
Comnunication Officer with the snall staff to Tokyo for the signing of the Jap-
ancse surrender cerenonies on board the USS MISSOURI.

Returping to the United States in March 1246, he becane Assistant Chief of
Naval Communicaticns for Fiscal and Personnel, Gfficc of the Chief of Naval Op-
erations, Navy Departnent, wherc he remained until June 1949, The next month
he assured comand of the USS MAURY and was alsc given cormand of Hydrcpraphic
Survey Group ONE, engaged in the survey of the Persian Gulf. Frou July 1250 to
June 1951 he was a student (strategy and tactics) at the Naval War College, New-
port, Rhode Island, after which he was again assigned to the Division of Naval
Comunications, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, where he served as Head
of the Operations Branch. In June 1953 he joined the staff of the Commander in
Chicf, Pacific and the Cormander in Chief, Pacific Fleet as Assistant Chief cof
Staff for Commwnicaticns and in July 1955 became Cocmiander Destroyer Squadron
THUENTY -SIX.

In September 1956 he was designated Chairman cf the Jeint Radic Spectrum
Evaluation Group, Washington, D, C.,, and continued to serve in that capacity
until relieved of all active duty pending his retirement, effective July 1, 195:.

In addition to the Dronze Star Medal with Gold Star and Combat '"V," and the
Cormendation Ribbon with Combat 'V," Rear Admiral Anderscn has the fAnmerican
Defense Service Medal; fmerican Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Cacpairn Medal
with one silver star and three bronze stars (eight operations); World War II
Victory Medal; Navy Occupatiocn Service Medal, Asia Clasp; National Defense Ser-
vice Medal and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one star.
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