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CAPTAIN EDWARD L. ANDERSON, UNITED STATES NAVY

Edward Lee Anderson was born in Cleremont, Virginia, cn September 22,
1914, son of Knut A, and Lena Elizabeth (Irockwell) Anderson. He attended
Claremont High School and on Jsrmuary 4, 1932, enlisted in the U, S, Navy.,
He served on board the USS CHESTER, and in 1934 was appointed, &t large, to
the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, Graduated and commissioned
Ensign on June 2, 1938, he subsequently advanced in rank, attaining that of
Captain, to date from July 1, 1956,

Following gradustion from the Naval Academy in 1938, he joined the
eruiser BROOKLYN, and in April 1939 was transferred to the destroyer IEARY,
Detached from that vessel in November 1939, he then reported as Commnica-
tions Wateh Officer on the Staff of Commandsr., Atlantie Sguadron. From
September 1940 urtil May 1941 he bad Tlight trawming at the Naval Alr Sta-
tions, Pensaecola, and Miami, Floridas, snd u.¢ denignated a Naval Aviator in
April 1941. Ordered to Bombing Squadrcn SIX, bused on the USS ENTERPRISE,
he was serving with that Squadrcn when the United States entered World War Il
on December 8, 1941,

For outstanding service in the attack on the Marshall Islands and dur-
ing the Battle of Midway, he was swarded the Alr Medal and the Navy Cross,
respectively. The citations follcw, in part:

) Air Medal: "For meritorious conduct...in action with the enemy. ' As
a pilot of the air attack group, he partidipated in the Marshall Islands
attack, February 1, 1942, He attacked ensiy ships and shore installations
in the face ©f heavy anti-sircraft fire anf obtained a direct kit on an

enemy tanker,,."

Navy Cross: "For extrsordinary heroism and distinguished service as
a Section Leader of Bombing Squadron SIX in action against enemy Japanese
forces in the Battle of Midway, June L6, 1gk2, Defying extreme danger from
concentrated anti-aireraft fire and fierce fighter oppesition, (he) with
bold determination and couragecus zeal; participated in dive-bombing as-
saults of our forces against Japanese naval units., On two ocecasions, ighor-
ing the hazardcus consequences of flying beyond range of his fuel capacity,
he pressed home his attacks with ccol disregard Ior his own perzonal safety,
His gellant intrepidity and loyal devotion to the accomplishment of a vastly
important mission contributed greatly to the success of our forces...”

In addition, he was awarded Geld Stars in lieu of the Second and Third
Alr Medals for campleting ten strike missions in the Pagific War Area during
the period December 7, 1941 to April 19, 19k&. He is also entitled to the
Ribbon for and a facsimile of the Presidential Unit Citation awarded the USS
ENTERPRISE and her Air Groups for heroic service during the early period of
the war.

Detached from Bombing Squasdron SIX in July 1942, he returned to the
United States and was assigned duty as Chief Flight Instructor at the Naval
Adr Station, Jacksonville, Florida, with additional duty st Daytoma Beach,
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He remeined there until Januery 194k, when he essumed commend of Bombing
Squadron EIGHTY, based on the USS TICONDEROGA, "For heroism end extraordi-
nary achievement...(in that command) in action asgainst enemy Jepenese forces
in the Philippine Islends on November 13, 19L4k..." he wes ewerded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross. The citation further states:

"Maneuvering his strike group.of twemty-two plenes into position des-
pite intense anti-aireraft fire from both ship end shere batteries, (he)
led & dive on & Japanese light cruilser and personally succeeded in scoring
& direct 1000-pound bomb hit on the terget. His aeirmenship and devotien to
duty were important feetors in the sinking of an enemy vessel.o."

He was also awarded Gold Stars in lieu of theé Fourth and Fifth Alr
Medals and & Gold Star in lieu of the Second Distinguished Flying Cross for
completing five strike missions each in the Pacific War Area from November
5, 194L to January 15, 19h45.

In Februaery 1945 he joined the USS CARD as Alr Officer and a year later
was detached for duty in the Air Intelligence Branch, Office of the Chilef of
Naval Operations, Nevy Department, Washington, D. C. He was assigned in
January 1948 to the Intelligence Center on the Staff of the Commander in
Chief, U, S, Atlantic Fleet, and from September 1949 to July 1950 served as
Navigator and Air Officer of the USS MIDWAY, Detached from that aireraft
cerrier, he next had instruction at the Armed Forces Staff College; Norfolk,
Virginia.

He returned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy De-
partment, to serve from January 1952 until April 1954 in the Strategle Plans
Division. Then followlng & year's duty on the Steff of Commander Allied
Forces, Southern Europe, at Headquarters in Naples, Italy, he reported as
Executive Officer of the USS FORRESTAL, attack aircraft carrler. When Ge=
tached in July 1956 he reported to the Netional War College, Washington,

D. C., where he was a student until June 1957. He then became Assistant
Head of the Air Weapons System Analysis Steff, Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations.

In August 1959 he assumed command of the seaplane tender ONSLOW, and
in February 1960 was ordered to duty on the Staff of Commander FIRST Fleet.
On June 16, 1961 he became Conmanding Officer of the USS FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
and in May 1962 was again ordered to the Office of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions. There he served as Assistant Director of the Development Facilities,
Astronautics end Ranges Division, until October 1963, when he became Director
of that Division. In June 1965 he was ordered detached for duty on the Joint
Staff, Commander in Chief, Continental Air Defense Command.

In addition to the Navy Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross with
Gold Star, the Air Medsl with four Gold Stars, and the Presidentisl Unit
Citation Ribbon, Captain Anderson has the Purple Heart Medal (for wounds
received in enemy action)j the American Defense Service Medal; the American
Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medals World War II Victory Medslj
Navy Occupation Service Medal, Europe Clasp; Netional Defense Service Medalj
and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.
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Captain Anderson is & member of the American Philatelic Soeiety.

Navy Office of Information
Internal Relations Division (0I-430)
2 September 1965





