COLMODORE CARL ERIC ANDERSON,
UNITED STATES. NAVAL RESERVEARETIRED, . ¢
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Commodore Anderson, born in Jansberg, Sweden, on October 16,
1887, 'a son of Mr, and Mrs. Carl Frederick (Charlot Holmes) Anderson, na&k/

came to the United States in 1909 after gradudting from high school Jusene
and attending the Naval School at Stockholm, Sweden, where he qual-
1fied as Master Mariner. He was naturalized in 1912, and was com- /V&ﬁl

missioned Ensign in the United States Reserve Force on January 11,
1918, Lieutenant, December 9, 1918; Lieutenant Commander, March, 1935;
Commander, December 15, 1942 Captain, October, 1944; and Commodore
for temporary service, dating from November 2, 1945. He was promoted
to the permanent rank of Commodore when placed on the Retired List of
the Naval Reserve, effective June 29, 1948, '

Commodore Anderson's World War I service included duty with the
Naval Auxiliary Reserve, West Coast, March~April, 1918, and aboard
the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter UNALGA from April 12, 1918 to January 6,
1920. He then reported to the Recelving Ship, Puget Sound, Washington
and was released from active duty on February 6, 1920. '

In civilian 1life, Commodore Anderson, a daster Mariner in
command of vessels in Alackan Waters, was a licensed pilot in all
ports of the Pacific Coast and Southeast and Southwest Alasgka, in-
clvding the Aleutian Islands. He was President of the Kodiak Island
gishigg and Packing Company, operating a salmon cannery at Seldovia,

laska,

Upon his return to active duty in October, 1940, Commodore An-
derson reported to the Thirteenth Naval District, Seattle, Washington
later being transforred to duty as Commander, Aleutian Patrol, Naval
Alr Station, Dutch Harbor, Alaska, in which assignment he served
until September, 1943. For his scrvice in the Alcutians, he rceoived
a Letter of Commendation from the Commander, Northern Pacific Force
wlth authorization to wear the Commendation Ribbon, as follows:

"For outstanding performance of duty. Commander Carl E,
Anderson, United States Naval Rescrve, was on active duty
with United States Naval forces in the Aleutians from Decem-
ber, 1941 to Septembor, 1943. His long previous experience
in Arctic waters and along the Aleutian Chain, coupled with
great energy, skill and loyalty, made his services An im-
portant factor in the successful westward movement of American
forces along the Chain. His able seamanship and courage made
his services of highest value in establishing thc Naval Base
at Adak, in opcratimns during the battle for Attu, and in the
occupation of Kiska. For his varicd scrvices as officer-in-—
charge at Adak, as pilot, beachmaster, and Captain of the
Port, he deserved high praise. His conduct throughout was
in keeping with the highest traditions of the Naval Sepvice,!

_ Commodore Anderson served as Convoy Commodore, Western Seca
Frontler, San Francisco, California for the month of October, 1943,
then transforred to similar duty, Hawalian Sea Fronticr, Honolulu,
Territory of Hawali, For outstanding scrvice in that assignment he
- reecclived sceond and third Lettors of Commendation from the Commander
in Chief, U.S. Pacific Flcet, for which he is entitled to wear two
bronze stars on his Commendation Ribborr. The citations follow:
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Letter of Commendation--Apamama Atoll .

"For distinguishing himsclf by meritorious conduct in
the performance of outstanding services. He voluntccrcd
as bcach master, in charge of beaches and the unloading
of boats and landing ships during the occupation phase,
after the capturc of cncmy-hcld Anamama Atoll, By his
¢xceptlonal ability in the unloading of ships, and by his
finc porsonal leadershin, he made possible thc extrcmely
difficult task of unloading hcavy cquipment enl supplics
over dangerous coral rcofs without docks or unloading
facilitics of any kind. He personally lmprovised, from
the fow materials at hand, effieient mcthods for unloading
rapidly the great quantitics of heavy cquipment and supplics
necessary to maintain the Apamama Garrison and to build the
air strip. Hils tircless cnergy and skill in this work werc
responsible for the comparatively rapid accomplishment of
an otherwisc slow and most difficult job, and contributcd
matcrially to thc cstablishment of an efficient and sclf-
sufficient American eir base., His conduct throughout was
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United Statcs
Naval Scrvice,"

Letter of Commendation - Eniwetok Atoll

"For distinguished service in thc linc of hig pro—
fcssion., He was assigned duties in charge of unloading
cargo anc cquipment aftor the assault and capture of En-
iwetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, Fcbruary 17-23, 1944. By
his cxccptional ability ang lcadership, his vigorous per-
sonal supervision of the work, and his tirclcss energy
and skill, he accomplished this task in a rapid and
highly efficient manner, thercby contributing matcerially
to the cstablishment of this advanced base. He is au-
thorized to wear the Commendation Ribbon. His conduct
throughout was in kecping with the highcst traditions of
the naval sérvice.!

He was awarded the Bronze Star kcdal for scrvices during the raids
on Saipan and Tinian Islands, and cited as follows:

BRONZE STAR MEDAL (with Combat TV1)

"For moritorious achicvement as Commander Bcachmaster
Group TWO during the assault ang capturc of cncmy-held
Saipan Island from June 15 to July 6, 1944, and encmy.
held Tinian Island from July 24 to August 8, 1944, Skilled
in the performance of duty, Commodore (thon Commander) An-
derson co-ordinatcd the unloading of supplics and equipment
at the beaches during the initial landings and, by his
aggressive fighting spirit in the face of intcnsivo encmy
gunfire, contributed materlally to the succcss of these
campalgns. His lcadership and devotion to duty throughout
were 1in keeping with the highcest traditions of the United
States Naval Scrvice, "

From October, 1944 to April, 1945 Commodorc Anderson scrved as
Beachmaster on the staff of Commander Amphiblous Group TWO, and
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and continucd to servc on his staff as Forcc Beachmastcr when Viece
Admiral Hill toek command of the Fifth Amphibious Force in April,
1245, He was awarded the Gold Star in licu of the second Bronze
Star Medal with combat distinguishing device "V", and following
citation:

GOLD STAR in lieu of sccond Bronze Star Medal

"For meritorious achievement as Commander Bcach Party
Group during the amphibious assault against encmy Japancse
forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, from February 19 to
March 9, 1946. A rcecsourceful officer and capable leader,
Commodore (then Captain) Anderson cleared the landing
beach approaches of underwater obstacles, mines and wreck-
age and generally prepared the beaches for unloading.
Despite heavy encmy gun and mortar fire, he malntained
dircet contact with becach partices and effectively co-.
ordinated their activities on all beaches., By a thorough
and comprehensive knowledzge of his ficld, Commodore Andcr-
son was able to furnish effective assistance to the beach-
masters and to handle promptly and efficiently many difficult
problems and unusual situations, In addition to kecping re-
sponslble persons afloat and ashore well informecd of the
conditionsg and suitability of the varlous beaches, he also
advised them of the most practicable and expeditious means
of evacuating casualties and providing troops ashorc with
necessary supplies, ammunition and equipment. Commodore
Anderson's initiative and courageous devotion to duty were
in keeping ith the highest traditions of the United Statcs

Naval Service,"

On August 18, 1945, Commodore Andorson reportcd to Headquarters,
Thirtccenth Naval District, Seattlc, Washington, and was ordered in
Octobor, 1945 to duty with the Office of Port Dircctor therc, with
the temporary rank of Commodore. His assignment from March 7 to July
11, 1946, when relieved of actlve duty, was Officer in Charge of de-
mobilizcd shipping on the staff of Commandant, Thirteenth Naval
District. He was then on inactive duty in the rank of Captain until
his retirement became effective, June 29, 1948, when he was advanced
to the permanent rank of Commodorec,

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Star and the
Commendation Ribpon, with two bronze stars, Commodore Anderson has
the Victory Medal (VWorld War I) and is entitlcd to the American De-
fense Service Medal (Fleet Clasp); Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal
with six bronze engagement stars; World War II Victory Medal, and
the Naval Reserve Medal and bronze star for length of scrvice.
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