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UNTTED STATES NAVY, DECEASED VLA

. William Bronléy Ammon, gon of Mrs, Netgie M. Rejehley Ammon and
the late Willtiam L. Ammon, was born on April 25, 1902, -in_ Yo Penn-
g¥lveania. He atténded York High School and the Pennsylvania State
College, prior tp his appoimtment to the U, S, Naval Acad at Anna-
go%gS, Maryland, from the Twentieth District of his native state in
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As a Midshipman he peceived the "Class of 1897 Sword" which is

presented annually to the Midshipman of the graduating class who has
ctontributed most, by nif officer-like qualities and positive charac-
¢ter, to the development of thé naval *pirit and loyalty within the
regiment. Graduated and commissisned Ensign »n June 8, 1923, he sub-
Beguently attalnsd tqb rank of Rear Admiral to date from January 1,
! l . /

Upon graduation from the Naval Acadeny in 1923, he remained there
uht  August of that year, when he reported for duty in the Gunnery
Den stment of the USS FLORIDA, a unit of Battleship Division TWO,
3¢ .utlag Fleet. Detached from the FLORIDA, in October 1924, ne ¢»n
ha consecutive gervice as Communication and Torpedo Officer in the
destroyers MERVINE and SELFRIDGE, both operating with Divigion THIRTY

IVE, Destroyer Squadron TWELVE, Battle Fleet.

In July 1928 he reéturned to the United States and reported for
Znstruction'in communication engineering at the Postgraduate School,
¢nnapolis,’ Maryland, From July 1929 to September 1930 he continued
anstrugtion at various places including Harvard University, Cambridge,

930. ) He joined the USS OKLAHOMA as Communication Officer in October
1930,/ and served in that vessel, operating with Battleship Divisions

E and ONE, Battle Fleet, fuccessively, until October 1932, He
vas theén assigned as Communication Officer on the gtaff of Commander
%atﬁlgship Division ONE, USS TEXAS flagship, and from May 1933 to June
_§g§ had sig ar duty on the gtaff of Commander Scouting Force, USS
» Tlagship,
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.., Between June 1934 and May 1936 he was asgigned to the Fleet
Badio Desk, Communication Divleion, Navail Operations, Navy Department
Was °n, D. C., after which he joined the staff of Commander Crui-
Be;'b;vision'Two 88 Alde and Flag Secretary, In June 1937 he trans-
erred to like duty on the staff of Commander Cruisers, Battle Force,
and remained in that asalgnment until July 1938 when he reported as

. Datached from that destroyer in June 1939, he sorved briefly in
the Office of“the Chief of Naval Uperations, beforehe reported in

August 1939 ag Assistamnt Naval at{ache at the American Embasay,Londnn,m

England.  He was there Quring the London Blitz, and also served as an

Observer in H.M.S, VANOC, Again™ urning to the. 0ffice of Chief
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of Naval Operations in May 1941, he remained there for two months,
after which he assumed command of the USS MADISON. Under his com-
mand, the MADISON was on escort duty in the North Atlantic, and
Caribbean, and was subsequently assigned to Task Force NINETY NINE,
operating with the British Home Fleet out of Scapa Flow. The
MADISON escorted the WASP on her first trip into the Mediterranean,
taking aircraft to Malta and later, on September 3, 1942, rescued -
perscnnel from and guarded the USS WAKEFTIELD when she burned at
sea. For commendable service during the latter operation, he re-
ceived a8 Letter of Commendation, with authorization to wear the
Commendation Ribbon from the Commander in Chief, U. S. Atlantic
Fleet.

He received a second Letter of Commendation "for meritorious
service..." while in command of the MADISON during convoy opera-
tions in the Atlantic.

In November 1942 he reported as Naval Cemmunications Plans
Officer and Logistics Division Electronic Plans Officer in the
O0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, and con-
tinued to serve in that capacity until April 1944, when he was
assigned to the staff of the Commander in Chief, U, S. Fleet, and
the Chief of Naval Operations. He remained in that duty until
June 1945, and in August 1945 he assumed command of the USS PAN-
AMINT which served as flagship of Commander North Pacific Force
during the occupation ceremonies at Ominato, Kyushu, Japan, and
was flagshlp of Commander Mine Force, Pacific, at Sasebo, Honshu,
Japan. Continuing in command of the PANAMINT after the surrender
ceremonies, he was present at Bikini Atoll, during the atomic
bomb tests there in July 1946, where she had transported Congress-
men, Unlted Nations Observers, and non-participating scientists to
view the operations.

Detached from command of the PANAMINT in July 1946, he had
instruction at the National War College, Washington, D. C., before
he reported in July 1947 as Assistant Chief of Staff for Communi-
cations on the staff of the Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific
Fleet. Following three months' duty (July to October 1948) in
command of the USS TOLEDO, he was assigned to the Division of
Naval Communications, Navy Department, where he served as Assistant
Director. He commanded Destroyer Flotilla Three, U. S, Pacific
Fleet for a year, March 1951-March 1952, after which he was Di-
rector Naval Communications, O0ffice of the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions. 1In February 1955 he was designated Commander Battleship
Divisicn TWO and on February 13, 1956 assumed duty as Commander
Naval Forces, Marianas.

On July 10, 1958 he assumed duty as Depusy Commandent of the
Vational War College, Washington, D, C.
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He died at the U, S, Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Maryland, on
August 16, 1959. Services were held at Fort Myer Chapel, Arlington,
Virginia on August 19, and he was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery.

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon with bronze star, Rear
Admiral Ammon had the Second Nicaraguan Campalgn Medal; American
Defense Service Medal with Bronze "A"; American Campaign Medal;
European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal; Aslatic-Pacific
Campalgn Medal; World war II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service
Medal, Asia Clasp; China Service Medal; National Defense Service
Medal; Korean Service Medal; and the United Nations Service Medal,
He has also been awarded, the Distinguished Service Cross by the
Government of Great Britain.
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