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UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Clarence Edward Aldrich wae born in Chichester, New Hampshlre, on
August 24, 1892, a son of Mr, Albert M, aldrich of Manchester, and Mrgs
Myra Green (Aldrich) Smith of Pittefleld, New Hampshire, He was grad-
uated from St, Albans (Vermont) High School, and entered the United
Statcs Naval Academy, Annapollis, Maryland, on July 19, 1917, While a
midshipman he was at onc time Editor in Chief of "The Log," He had
World War I service in the summer ol 1918 aboard a training vessel of
the Atlantic Fleet, Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1921,
he subsequently attalned the rank of Captain to date from Junc 21,
1942, Upon transferring %o the Retired List of the Navy on July 1,
1951, hc was advanced to Rear admiral on the basis of combat awards,

After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1921, he served at sea
until Decemboer, 1924, first in the battleship UTAH on European Station
and for a year in the USS MAHAN, a unlt of Dlvision ONE, Mine Eqguadron,
Control Force, In January, 1925 he reported for instructlon at the !
Submarine School, New London, Connecticut, and completed the course 1n
June. He joined the USS R-16 in August of that year, and commanded
that submarine from May, 1927 to June, 1928. Theo next month he re-
ported in the Office of the Chief of Naval Opcrations, Navy Department,
Washington, De.C., and served one year in Naval Communicatlonse :

From Juneo, 1931 until August, 1932 he served in the USS BARRACUDa,
and in Scptember Jjoincd the USS ARGONAUT as Exeoutive Officer, De-
tached in May, 1934, he served from June, 1934 until October, 1936 at
the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, He placed the USS POLLACK
in commilssion, and after a tour of two ycars in command of that sube
marine, he reported to the Submarine Base, Pearl Harbor, T,H, for duty
as Executive Officer, Im 1941 he became First Licutenant and Damage
Control Officer of the alrcraft carrier YORKTOWN (CV 5), and as such
participated in the Battle of the Coral Sca and the Battle of Midway.

"Por meritorious service as Damage Control Officer of the Uss
YORKTOWN during action against enemy Japancse forces in the Bolomon
Tglands Arca, May 8, 1942 + + »" he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of
a second Bronzc Star Medal with combat dlstingulsihlng device, Vs The
citation continues in part: "(He) rendered valuable assistance during
and after thc Battle of the Coral Sea in i1solating and oxtingulshing
a ranging fire on board, and 1n keeping damage to a minimum when his
ship sustained a dlrect bomb hit and received many near misscBe o o+

"For consplcuous gallantry and herolc devotion to duty : a & in
the Battle of Midway, June 4 to 6, 1942," hc was awarded the Silver
Star Medal, The citation further statocs: "Aftor a torpedo explosion
extinguishecd all lights in the YORKTOWN and flooded his battle statlion,
he furnished completec and accurate informatlon to the Captaln cone
cerning damage control, and when ordered to abandon ship, calmly and
officiently dlrected the lowering of wounded to life rafts, » o
Hospitalized for injurics sustained in that engagoment, hc was awarded
the Purple Heart Medal,

Returning to duty later in 1¢42, he jolned the USS BANTA FE, and
as her Executive Officer participated in the battles of Attu and Kiska,
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Aleutian Islands. He returned to Pearl Harbor 1n September, 1943, and
served for a year as Commanding Officer of the Submarine Base there,
"For moritorious servicd in that command from Septomber 8, 1943 untll
October 13, 1944, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal. The citation
furthor statess "Performing his duties with untiring skill, (he) super-
vised the reconditioning of numerous submarincs and « « . macde notable
contributions toward improving the effcetiveness of our submarlne
forcos during this period. « "

: He roturncd to the United States and completed the course at the
Army-Navy Staff College, Washington, D.C,, before reporting in June,
1945 for duby on the staff of Commander, South Pacific Force, He con-
tinucd staff duty, from November, 1945 until June, 1947, serving suc-
cessively with Commander Service Force, Pacific Fleot, and as Chlcf
Staff Officor to Commander, Florida Group, atlantic Rescrve Flcet, at
Groen Cove Springs, Florida. In June, 1947 hc was designatcd Command-
ing Officcr of the Naval Station, Green Cove Springs. On March 29,
1950 hc was ordered detached, and to duty as Commander, Naval Operating
Base, Marlanas, 1ocated at Guam, He served in that command untll re-
iicved of active duty pending his transfer at his own request to the
Retircd List of the Navy, effcetive July 1, 1951.

Tn addition to the Silver Star Mcdal, the Bronzo Star Medal with
Gold Star and Combat V, and the Purple Heart Medal, Rear Admiral Al-
drich has the World War I Victory Mcdal, Atlantlc Flech Claspy the
American Defense Service Medal with bronze A; the amerlcan Campalgn
Medaly the dAslatic—Pacific Campaign Medal with four cengagement stars;

and the World War II Victory Medal,

_ He is a member of the Ponte Vedra Club, and the Cabul Lodge, F&AM,
in Green Covec Springs, Florida.
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