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VICE ADMIRAL WALDEN LEE AINSWORTH, U. S. NAVY, RETIRED, DEC.

Walden Lee Ainsworth was bern in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on Novemder
10, 1886, son of William Green Ainsworth and the former Mary Lee Walden.
He comes of Colonial New England stock with both military and naval for-
bears, Daniel Ainsworth having served in the Connecticut Militia during
the Revolution, and Steward (later lieutenant, Continental Navy) Jacob Val-
den sailed with John Paui Jones in the RANGER to engage the DRAKE. He was
graduated from Central High School in Minneapolis, and completed his Fresh-
man year at the University of Minnesota, in Minneapolis, before his aphoint-
ment to the United States Naval Academy from the Fifth District of Minne-
sota in 1906.

While a Midshipman, he was a member of the crew for threc years and
was Captain his First Class year. Graduated in June 1910, he served at sea
for the two years then required by law before commissioning, and was coli-
missioned Ensign on March 7, 1912. During World War I he served in the
temporary ranks of lieutenant and lLieutenant Commander and was commissioned
in the latter rank to date from June 3, 1921, He subsequently progressed
in grade to the rank of Rear idmiral to date from December 2, 1941. On
December 1, 1948, he was transferred to the netired List of the U. S. Navy
and was advanced to the rank of Vice Admiral on the basis of combab awards.

Following graduation from the Naval heademy in June 1910, he served
in the USS IDAHO and the USS PRAIRIE until the spring of 1914, when he was
assigned to the USS FLORIDA. He served as Battalion Adjutant from that
battleship during the occupation of Vera Cruz, Mexico, on fpril 2122, 1914.
In May 1917 he was detached from the FIORIDA and had duty throughout World
War I, and until February 1919, on board the USS DE KALB; and as Gunnery
Officer of the USS AMERICA (ex-German liner AMERIKA) and the USS FREDERICK.

In the rank of lieutenant Commander he next reported to the Inspector
of Ordnance, Naval Armor and Trojectile Plant, Charleston, West Virginia,
where he had duty from Februery 1919 to March 1921. Returning to sea, he
served consecutively as Executive Officer of the USS HANCOCK and vche Uss
BIRMINGHAM, and in September 1922 reported for duty with the Destroyer Squad
rons, Pacific Fleet, assigned &s Commanding Officer of the USS MARCUS. He
served in that command for a year before his detachment for duty as ilaval
Inspector of Ordnance, Munhsll District, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from No-
vember 1923 until August 1924. He was then ordered to the Navy Yard, New
Yoek, N. Y., where he remained on duty until November 1525.

Ordered to Asiatic Station for assignment, he reported in January 1926
as Squadron Gunnery Officer on the Staff of the Commander Destroyer Squad-
ron, Asiatic Fleet, the USS BLACK HAWK, flagship. In July 1927 he assumed
command of the USS FAUL JONES, and after a year in that command served from
September 1928 until June 1931 as an instructor in the Department of Navi-
gation at the Naval jcademy. For two years thereafter he was at sea, serv-
ing first as Navigator of the USS IDAHO and later the USS PENSACOLA, operat-
ing with Battleship Division 2, Battle Force, and Cruiser Division 4, Scout-
ing Force, respectively.
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From June 1933 until May 1935 he was District Communications Officer
for the Fifteenth Naval Distriet, Balboa, Canal Zone, and after completing
the senior course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, Comman-
der Ainsworth reported in June 1936 as Exceutive Officer of the USS MISSIS-
SIFPI, and remained on board that battleship for two years. Now advanced
to the rank of Captain, he served from July 1938 until July 1940 as Profes-
sor of Naval Science and Tactics, Navel Reserve Cfficers Training Corps
Unit, Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiasna. He then served as Com-
mander Destroyer Squadron 2, from July 22, 1940, until Deceuber 19, 1941,
and the next day assumed command of the USS MISSISSIFPI, then operating in
the Atlantic.

Under his cormand in the early period of World VWar II, the MISSISSIPFIL
wes transferred to the Pacific Area. On July 4, 1942, he first broke his
Flag as Commander Destroyers, Pacific Fleet, and Commandor Destroyer Flo-
tillas 1 and 2, and on December 10, 1942, he was assigned sdditional duty
ag Commander Task Force 67. Detached from that assignment on January 8,
1943, he served until October 1944 as Commanler Cruiser Division § and as
Commander Task Force 18 in the South Pacific Force under Admiral Halsev.
For his services in the Solomons Campaign, and as Commander of cther Task
Forces and Groups in the Marianas, Palaus, and Leyte Campaigns, he was awerd-
ed the Navy Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, and Legion of Merit; and is
entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facsimile of the Navy Unit Commendation
awarded bis flagship, the USS HONOLULU, which was a unit of Cruiser Divi-
sion 9. The citations follow:

Navy Oross: "For extraordinary heroism and distinguished service in
the line of his profession as a Task Force Commander during the engz.gements
with Japanese land and naval forces in the vicinity of Kula Gulf, British
Solomon Islands, on July 5 and 6, 1943. On the first mentioned date, Rear
Admiral Ainsworth gallantly led his task force into the restrizted and sub-
marine infested waters where, in the face of enemy gun and towpedo fire, he
directed the bombardment of shore batteriss and installations which covered
the landings by our troops. Twenty-four hours later, he again led his ships
against a Japanese force of approximately ten vessels. The skillful and ac—
curate fire of his task force sank or severely damaged all of the enemy
units. His outstanding leadership, brilliant tactics and couragecus con-
duct throughout the engagements contributed imueasurably to the destruction
of the enemy forces and was in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Naval Service."

Distinguished Service Medal: "For exceptionally meritorious and dis-
tinguished service to the Government of the United States in a position of
great responsibility as Commander, Task Forces operating as a part of the
South Pacific Flrce, U. S. Pacific Fleet, during the period December 10,
1942 to July 18, 1943. Constantly subjected to enemy submarine, surface and
alr attacks, the forces under Rear Admiral Ainsworth's command conducted
many offensive operations which included repeated bombardments of ensmy in-
stallations, the hazardous interception and resultant defeat of Japanese
task forces, culminating in the two successful night engagements in Kulae
Gulf in July...(reflecting) great credit upon his forceful and inspiring
leadership, -and upon the United States Naval Service."
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Legion of Merit: "¥or distinguishing himeelf by exceptionally meri-
torious conduct in the performance of oubstanding service in July 1944, dur-
ing the assault and occupation of Guam Island, Rear Admiral Ainsworth com-
manded the fire support group which bombarded ‘the objective prior tc, during
and subsequent to the assault by our forces. 3y his personal leadership,
his skillful handling of the ships under his command, and his +horough know-
ledge of amphibious fire support problems he caused his ships to render ac-
curate and devastating naval guafire support to our assault troops, and con-
tributed in a large degree to the successful capture of the faland, "

Navy Unit Commendation to the USS HONOLULU: "For outstanding heroism
in action against enemy Japanese forces during the Battle of Tassafaronga,
November 30, 1942; the Battles of Kula Guif and Kolombangara, July 5 and 13,
1943; and operations at Palau and Leyte, September 12 to Oetoter 20, 1G4/,
Fighting valiantly in the night action of Tassafaronga, the UsS HONOLULU
sank one enemy destroyer and, while skillfully avoiding enemy torpedoes, as-
sisted in defeating the remeining units of the hostile force in their mis-
sion of landing supplies and troops of this base. During the Solowon Is=-
lands Campaign, she led a task force in frequent high-speed night sweeps up
the Slot and, on each of the nights of July 5 and 13, intercepted a capanese
cruiser-destroyer force near Kula Gulf and assisted in sinking one of the
cruisers and two destroyers and in damaging five more destroyers. As part
of the surface forces supporting our invasion of the Southern Talau Islands
and Leyte, Philippine Islands, the HONOLULU effectively bombarded Japanese
installations which threatened our transports and, by her accurate and in-
tense gunfire, furnished excellent close-in support for the landing and ad-
vances of our troops...(rendering) distinctive service, sustaining and en-
hancing the finest traditions of the United States Neval Service."

Two other cruisers of Cruiser Division 9, the USS HELENA and USS ST.
LOUIS, also received the Navy Unit Commendation. In addition, of the des-
troyers attached to Admiral Ainsworth's Task Force in the Solomons, three,
the USS NICHOILAS, the USS O'BANNON and USS RLDFORD were awarded the highest
individual decoration, the Presidential Unit Citation.

As Admiral King brought ocut in his Amnual Report as Chief of Naval
Operations, the losses and subsequent defeat of the Japanese surface forces
in these night acticns in the Solomons - they also lost six gubmarines -
was not acccmplished without severe losses of our own. The UsS HELENA. was
sunk by enemy torpedoes during the Battle of Kula Gulf; and the destroyers
STRONG and GWIN were also lost to Jap torpedoes in other Task Force actions.
The destroyer DE HAVEN was bombed and sunk while operating independently .
off Guadalecansl. In addition, the USS HONOLULU, the USS ST. LCOUIS and HMNZS
IEANDER suffered torpedo damage; and the ST. LOUIS and HMNZS ACHILIES were
bombed by Jap aircraft.

From October 31, 1944, until July 13, 1945, Admiral finsworth was Com-
manded Cruisers and Commander Destroyers, U. S. Facific Fleet, and for "ex-
ceptionally meritorious" service in that capacity was awarded a Gold Star
in lieu of the second Legion of Merit, with citation, in rart, as follows:
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Gold Stor in licu of Sccond Tegion of Merit: ",..Ho disnlayed excep-
tioncl ability and aggressivencss in hendling the organization and adminigtro..
tion of the cruisers; destroycrs, destroyer cscorts and patrol frigates wnder
his comuaand during a period when these ships were playing a umcst vital part
in an unprecedented offensive against a ruthless and fanatic cneiyy. His sound
judgment and cxvericnce were of great value in providing for the servicing of
thosc ships in Forward Arcas. In addition, he handled the countless detoiled
probleus of his commond, including the supervision of treining progrons, with
the greatest officicncy..."

Roturning to the United States, he roevorted on August 22, 1945, as Com-
mandant of the Fifth Navael Distriet and Comaander, Naval Operating Basc, Nor-
follk, Virginia, wherc he soerved until reolicved of all active duty vending his
retirenent on Decombor 1, 1948, Viece Adiiral Ainsworth dicd ot the Naval Hos-
pital, Bothesda, Maryland, on August 7, 1960: burial to bc at Arlington Nation-
al Cenctery after serviec at Ft, Myer Chapel on August 11, 1960.

In addition to the Navy Cross, Distinguished Servieec M2dal, legion of
Morit and Gold Star in liou of the sceond averd, and the Novy Unit Commendation
Ribbon, Vice Admiral Ainsworth had the Moxiean Service Medal; World 'ar I Vie-
tory Medal, Transport Clasp; Yangtze Service vledaly American Defensc Service
Medal, Fleet Clasp; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with 8 operation ztrrs: the
Horld Var II Victory Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.

He was a member of the Society of the Cincinnati, State of New Hompshire,
and o Dircetor of the National Socioty; and momber of the New York Yacht Club
and of the Chevy Chase Club, Chevy Chasc, lMaryland.
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