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VICE ADMIRAL ROBERT E. ADAMSON, JR,, UNITED STATES NAVY o

Robert Edward Adamson, Jr., was born in Chiecago, Illinois, on
December 28, 1920, son of Robert E, znd Helen Myra (Flinn) Adams
He attended Newtcown High Schocl, Elmhurst, New York; Bayside (New York)
High Scheool; and Columbia University in New York City, pricr to enter-
ing the U. S. Naval Academy, Amnapolis, Maryland, on appointment at
large in 194%0. Gradueted with distinetion in the Class of 1944 on
June 9, 1943 (accelerated course due to World War II), he was commis-
sioned Ensign and subseguently advanced in renk to that of Vice Ad-
miral, to date from June 22, 1972.

Following greduation from the Navel Academy in 1943, he was a
student at the Naval Air Stetion, Jacksonviile, Florida, before re-
porting in September 19&3 gs F, Division Officer on board the USS SAN
DIEGO (CLAA-43). While on board that cruiser, he participated in opera-
tions at Treasury~Bougainville; Gilbert and Marshall Islands; 194L
Asiatic-Pecific raids; Marianas and Western Caroline Islands, Layte
Luzon, Iwo Jima, Okinawa Cunto and the THIRD Fleet operations against
Japan., From August to November 1945, he attended the Gunnery Officers
School, Washingten, D, C., after which he had duty as F, Division Of-
ficer and Assistent Gunnery Officer of the USS MASSAC.IUSETTS {BB-59).
In September 1GL6 he joined the Staff of Commander Battleship-Cruiser
Force, Atlantic Fleet, as Aide and Flag lieutenant.

Returning to Amnapolis, in June 1947, he attended a course in =

crdnance engineering and frnm June 1948 to June 1950 had further in-

structicn at tha Massachuzetis Institute of Technology, Cembridgse,

Tror whieh he received the degzree of Master of Science in Physics,

He next had duty as Operations Officer and Physicist with Joint Task

Force THREE at Los Alamos, New Mexico; and the Eniwetok and the Nevada

Prgvng Grounds and for cutstanding services while szerving with Taszk
crce THREE, Tasx Group THIRTY-ONE POINT ONE during the pericd July
9‘0 10 uu1y 1951, was awarded sn Air Force Commendsztion Medal., In

July 1951 he reported as Paysicist at the Los Alamos Scientific Labora-

tory. He remained there until December 1951 snd the next month joined

the USS BROWN (DD-546) to serve as Opverations Officer and Executive Of-

Ticer., While on board that destroyer, he participated in operations

in Koresn waters during the hostilitiez there,

From February 1954 to May 1956 he was a Staff Officer with the
Military Liaison Committee to the Atomic Energy Commission, Office
of the Secretary of Defense, Washington, D, C,, after which he had
duty afloat as Conmanding Officer of the USS NAIFEY (DE-352), with
co_du eral duly during the pericd January To Junc 1855 in couwmand

f Reserve Eszcort Squadron TWELVE, In July 1958, hb reported for
instructicn at the Army Command and General Staff Ccllege, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, Assigned in July 1959 to the Livermore Eranch,



V. Adm, R. E, Adamson, Jr., USN - o ) Page 2

Field Command, Armed Forces Special Weapons Project, Livermore,
California, he remained there until July 1961 and the next month as-
sumed command of the USS WILTSIE (DD-716). In January 1962 he joined
the USS MULLANY (DD-528) as Commanding Officer and in October 1963
pecame Commsnder Destroyer Division ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-TWO.

He served as Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans
to Commander Cruiser-Destroyer Force, Pacific Fleet and in December
1965 essumed commsnd of the USS GALVESTON (CLG-3). In February 1967
he reported as Head of the General Purpose Objective Forces Section,
Strategic Plans Division, Office of the Chief of Neval Operations,
Navy Dspartment and in September 1967 beceme Deputy Commander Naval
Ship Syctems Commend for Maintensnce and Logistic Support, Washington,

D. C. "For exceptionzslly meritorious service from September 1967 to
Octotor 1969..." he was awarded the lLegion of Merit. The citation
furthsr st=tes in part:

", ..He developed reporting and planning procedures to insure
the completion of overhzuls within the constraints of time and money
assigned, and has established an organization to insure the continual
application of efficient menagement to the entire maintenance and

logistic-support function for the active Fleet..."

In December 1969 he assumed commend of the U, 8. Naval Support
Activity, Danang, Republic of Vietnam and in July 1970 became Com-
mender Naval Support Activity, Saigon, Republic of Vietrnam. He was
awarded the Distinguished Service Medal "for exceptionally meritorious
service...from December 1959 to December 1970, in connection with
military operztions against enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam...

-
"

In January 1971 he was assigned brief duty in the Bureau of Naval
Personnel, Nevy Derartment and in March of that year assumed command
of the South Atlantic Force, U, S. Atlantic Fleet. He was awarded a
Gold Star in lieu of the Second Legion of Merit "for exceptionally meri-
torious conduct...(in that capacity) and as Commander Task Force 86 from
March 1971 to June 1972..." The citation continues in part: ".. Rear
Admiral Adamson displayed cutstanding leadership, planning and managerial
acumen in exercising operational control over ships and units assigned
to his commznd, in providinzg superior logistic support to forces opera-
+ine witl®n his area of responsibility and in coordinating with other
unified co..moexs in the area of intelligence matters of vital interest
to the U, S, Atlani:~ Tleet..." .

In June 1972 he became Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Surface
Warfare), Navy Department and in June 1974 was ordered detached for
duty as Special Assistant to the Commander in Chief, U, S, Atlantic
Fleet.

In additicn to the Distinguicshed Service Medal, the lLegion of Merit
with Gold Star, the Air Force Commendation Medal, Vice Admiral Adamson
has the American Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medal, with two silver stars (ten operations); World War
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IT Victory Medal; China Service Medal with two stars; National -Defense.
Service Medal with bronze star; Korean Service Medal with two stars;
United Nations Service Medal; Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal (Quemoy
and Matsu Islands); Vietnam Service Medal; and the Philippine Libera-
tion Ribbon, with two stars. He also has the Republic of the Philip-
pines Presidential Unit Citation and the Republic of Korez Presidential
Unit Citation Badges.
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