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ENSIGN WILLTAM WARNER ABERCROMBIE, U. 3. NAVAL RESERVE (DECEASED)

Ensign William Warner Abercronbie was born in Medford,Oregon on
July 2ly, 191, and died as a result of enemy action in the Pacific Area,
the presumptive date of his death being June 5, 1943. He was officially
reported missing in action on June L, 1942, when the plane of which he
was pilot was shot down by the enemy in the Battle of Midway.

Ensign Abercrombie enlisted in the United States Naval Reserve, as
Seaman Second Class, ab Kansas City, Kansas on August 27, 1940, and on
December 2L, 1940, was discharged with an Honorable Discharge, to accept
appointment as Aviation Cadet. On December 27, 1940, he accepted appoint-
ment and executed the oath of office as Aviation Cadet to rank from De-
cember 16, 1940; was designated Naval Aviator (heavier-than-air) on
July 10, 1941, and accepted appointment and executed the oath of office
as Ensign in the United gtates. Naval Reserve on August L, 19k, to rank
from June 3, 19L1.

On September 16, 19L0, Ensign Abercrombie reported for active duty
a2t the Naval Reserve Aviation Base, Kansas City, Kansas, and on October
5 was released from active duty upon completion of elimination flight
training. As an Aviation Cadet he reported on December 30, 1941, to the
Naval Air Station at Pensacola, Florida, for active duty undergoing
training. He was detached from Pensacola on June 2k, 1941, and trans-
ferred to the Naval Air Station at Miami, Florida, for further active
duty undergoing training, reporting June o5, 1941, On August L, 1941,
he was detached from Miaml and reported to Fleet Alr Detachment, Naval
Lir Station, Norfolk, Virginia, on August 25, 19,1, for temporary active
duty involving f£Iying under instruction. Upon completion of temporary
duty, he was ordered to report to Torpedo Squadron EIGHT (USS HORNET)
for active duty involving flying, He was reported missing in action as
of June L, 1942, and was officially presumed dead a yvear and a day later.

Ensign Abercrombie was awarded the Navy Cross posthumously, with
the following citation:

NAVY CROSS:

"For extraordinary heroism and distinguished service beyond
the call of duty as a pilot of Torpedo Squadron EIGHT in the fAir
Rattle of Midway', against enemy Japanese forces on June L, 19L2.
Grimly aware of the hagardous consequences of flying without
fighter protection, and with insufficient fuel to return to his
carrier, Ensign Abercrombie, resolutely, and with no thought of
his own life, delivered an effective torpedo attack against
violent assaults of enemy Japancse aireraft and against an almost
solid barrage of antiaircraft fire. His courageous action,
carried oub with a gallant spirit of self-sacrifice and conscien-
tious devotion to the fulfillment of his mission, was a determin-
ing factor in the defeat of the enemy forces and was in keeping
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service."

Ensign Abercrombie was also entitled to the ribbon for, and fac-
simile of, the Presidential Unit Citation to Torpedo Squadron EIGHT, as
follows:
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