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. ~CAPTAIN THEODORE C. AYINARDLY AL 1
T TUNTTED STATES NAVY

iward was born In Cineinnati, Ohioc, on Febru-

te Theodore Edward and Catherine (Burns)
Fort Thomas, Kentucky,

his appointment'to the

. Theodors Charles Ay

lapy 14, 1903, son of the 1a _
" Aylward,  He attended Highland High Sehool,

."fahdgthe.Univeréity_bf»Cincinnati, prior to
'fﬁ-U%-S;;NavaliAcadémy,'Annapolis, Maryland, from +he State of Kentucky
&g;ﬁglgza.].ﬂs-a:Midshipman-he was a member of the crew and boxing
_‘squads. Graduated and commissloned Ensign on June 3, 1926, he subse-
' f Captaln, to date from

" Jeently advanced in rank, attaining that o

 Apgust 1, 1943.
on from the Naval Acadeuy in 1926,
ining the U33 ARKANSAS in Sep-
at battleship in Deceuwber 1927,
¢ion in torpedoes at the Naval
1y and DecembeY
New London, Con-
ting with Sub-

"{_“f,;_ffdiibﬁiﬁg;gTSduati
jrthena{fqr‘brief'instruction before Jjo
tgmber of that year. Detached from th

”héfreported the_next month for instruc
Newport, Rhode Taland. Between Ju
training at the Submarine Base,

grved in_the Uss §-23, opora

:_QZTQrpedQ-Station,

_g”_11928,he"had submarine

“ngoticut, after which he 8
1vision FOUR.

1 Torpedo Station, Newport,
and following & month's

" He was Inspection Officer at the Nava
to serve ai Executive

: 1Rn9de.lsland,'from June 193% to April 1935,
. duty -in the US3S NARWHAL, joined the USS 3-28,
".*gOfficer,‘Navigator and First Lisutenant. In May 1936 he agssumed cot=
 ‘mand of the uss s5-25, and when relieved gubmarine
i May 1938, was agsigned until July 1940 to Submarine Base, Pearl
had duty as Secre-

Herbor, Territory of Fawail. During that period he

- _tary, Torpedo and Mine Officer on the staff of Commander Submarine
E -SQuadron_FOUR. He was Damage Control officer and First Liputenant

. abpard the USS RALEIGH from July 1940 to July 19431, and in September
L begame;commanding officer of the USS SEARAVEN, He was commanding that
underseas craft when the United States entered World War II, Decenber.

8, 9m.

el "Fér.éxtraordinafy

;g.B&VEN;in_action agalna

. hg was avarded the Navy Cross.
ing a daring night attack on a

heroism as Commanding Officer of the Uss SEA-

t enemy Japanese forces 1n Molucca Stralt... "
The citation continues in papt: Durs
Sln deatroyer of the MIBINI Class patrol-
“+ing Molucca Strait, (he) scored Lwo successful hits on that vossel,

. the first seen and the second 8xXp gkillfully maneu-.
. vered to avoild counter-attack by another eneuwy vessel in the vieinlty.
' ThHe enemy destroyer wasd gbserved with bows awash and a short time :

o ldter had,disappeared,,.
- Relleved of command of the SEARAVEN 1n March 1942, he transferred
to.the US3 HOLIAND, and served &9 her Torpedc Officer antil July 1942,
bydered to the submarine Base, New London, Connecticut, he was &o In-
~gtructor in the Submarine School and the Prospective Commanding Offi~ =
© gere School until August 1944, when he became Commander 1cs(L) Flo-

¢1lla THREE, He was awarded the Leglon of Merit with Combat v, for
duet.,.a8 8 Flotilla and Task Group

o Mexceptionaily meritorious con
: 3_},,Commander of Support Landing Cpraft during the amphibious agaaults on o
';};_-Iwo:qima:and Okinava from February to June 1945,.." The citation - -
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‘rurther staotee in part: t,,.(He) directed his shipe in delivering
accurate and effective fire on the aggault beaches in support of
the combat troopg and wasg regponeible for mainteining in excellent
operating condition o large number of gunboats and wmortar gupport
shipe carrylng out protection patrole and support missions.ee

stntes in April 1946, he joined the

1o Group, SIXTEENTH ¥leet, and in De-
der Amphibious Force,

‘ Returning to the Unilted
gtaff of Commander Philadelph
cenber 1048 transferred to the gtaff of Comman
U. 8, Pacific pleet, with headquarters in San Diego, California,

From November 1949 to July 1950 he commanded the U3 CHILTON, after
whiech he had duty as Asgistant Dirvector of the Flest Operallons

Division, Office of the Chief of Naval operations, Navy Department,

flashington, D. C.

. Tn Septenmber 1951 he became Gommander Destroyer 3quadron
THIRTY-FOUR, and in December of the next yeal reported as Director
of the Tanker Operatlons Divieion, Military Sea Tpansportation
Jeprvice, with headgquarters in Washington, B, C. in April 1955 he
wag ordered Lo duty as Chief of ataff and Aide to the Commandant
5f the Fourth Naval District, with headquarters 1n rhiladelphia,

Penneylvania,

Crose and the Tegion of Merit with
hos the American Defense aepvice Medal,
Fleet Clasp; American Campaign Medal;‘AsiaticuPacific Campaign
Medal with £iX engagement stars; World War II Victory Medal; the
Navy Occupation gervice Medal, Asia Clasp: the China sepvice Medal;
the Natilonal Defense service Medal; the Philippine Defentc Ribbon
with egtar; Prnilippine Liberation Ribbon; and the philippine Inde-

pendence Ribbon.,

Tn addition to the Navy
Corbat "V," Captain Aylward

NAVY Biographies Section, oT-450
10 Jonuary 3950





