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COMMODORE ARTHUR GAVIN,
UNTTED SPATES NAVY, RETIRED

Apthur Gavin was born in Aghland, Wisconsin, on October 22,
1895, and was graduated from the University of Wisconsin at Madison
in 1917, He enlisted as an Apprentice Jeaman in the U, 2. Navy 1in
December of that year, and sepved during World War I. After flight
jnstruction at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida, he was
commissioned Ensign and designated Naval Aviator #1obo in the U, S
Naval Resepve Force on September 1%, 1918, He was promoted to
Licutenant (junior grade), April 1, 19203 Lieutenant, July 1, 1920;
was trensferred to the Regular Wavy in that rank and subseguehtly
was promoted as follows: lLieutenant Commander, December G, 19313
Commander, August 1, 1938; Captain, June 23, 19%2, and Commodore,
November 2, 1945, revertlng to Captain on August 26, 1947. On July
1, 1949, he was tyansferred to the Retired List and advanced 1n
grade to that of Commodore,

Tn October 1918, he was ordered to duty at the Hoval Alr
atation, Pensacola, Florida, and the following October he wasg ordered
to the Naval Recpulting Station, Houston, Texos, for duty in con-
aaction with recrulting aviation mechanics. Trom Jonuary- 1920 to
June 1923 he had duty at the Naval Alr Statlon, san Dicgo, Califor-

nia,

Opdered to Aircraft Squadrons, Seouting Flect, in June 1923,
he was assigned duty with deouting Plane Squadron ONE, aottached
to the aircraft tender WRIGHT, and in June 1925 wag transferred to
Seouting Squadron ONE, based on the aircraft carricy I HGLEY., While
gerving in this assignment he made the historic f£light from the
West Coast te Hawall. Detached from Seouting squadron OHE, in
January 1926, he had duty in the 78S MEDUSA until Junc of that year.
Phe following two years he hod duty as a Test Pilot ot the Naval
Aireraft Factory, Navy vard, Philadelphia, Pennaylvania,

In 1927, using the fiprst pair of Wright cyclone gngines ever
made, he won the Schiff Trophy (annual presentation for phe greatest
number of hours flown with gsafety to personnel and matorial), when
he set an endurance record of thirty-~sgeven hours in the ailr. His
pgecord for that yocar was eight hundred and sizty-five hours and

twenty minutes,

fie joined Obsevablon Bguadron THREE (1ater redeslgnoted Scout-
ing squadron FIVE), in fwugust 1928, .and was based aboord the U35
MEMPHIS, operating on Asiatic Dtation, Ppransferred to Scoutling
squadron FIVE, aviation unit of the USS MARBLEHEAD, in Movember
1929, he served with that sguadron untll August 1930, when he re-
turned to the United States for duby at the Naval Air Station,
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Anacostia, D. C., serving in that assignment until Moy 1933, ‘The
succeeding two years he commanded Torpedo Squadron ONE, and later
Bombing Squadrcon OWUE, based on the aircéraft carrier IBXINGTON,

Between June 1935 and May 1937, he had duty as o Designer of
dive-bombers in the Engineering Division, Bureau of .lerocnautics, Navy
Department, Washington, D, C. He served as Navigator and later Air
Officer of the alrcraft carrier LANGLEY from May 1937 until June
1939, when he was assigned duty as Operations Officer on the staff
of the Commander, Patrol Wing THREE, From January 1941 until
December 1942 he was Commaender Patrol Wing SEVEW, and Patrol VWing

THREE, successively.

On December 14, 1942, he assumed command of the Naval Alr.
Station, Miami, Florida, and in August 1943 was designoted Com-
mandant, Naval Air 3tation, Jacksonville, Florida, Detached from
that duty in April 1944 he assumed command of the USS RANGER, and
on April 24 she departed from Staten Island, Now York, for Cadablanca
with a cargo of U, S, fArmy P-38 airplanes, plus a pagscnger group
of Allied service personnel,

He was in tactical command as Commander Task Group TWENTY-SEVEN
POINT ONE and the RANGER remained at Casablanca from May 4 to May 7,
cagting off on the latter date with nineteen warv-worn U, 5. Army ‘
airplanes, plus a passenger group of Allied service persornel, On
returning to the United States the RANGER undcor his command re-
ported to Norfolk, Virginia, for reconditioning and addition of a
modern Combat Information Center, and new radar equipment. Trans-.
- ferred to the Pacific the RANGER operated on transport duty and
acted as a carrier qualification tralning ship.

Detached from command of the RANGER in January 1945, he ag-
gumed duty as Commander, Fleet Alr Wing FIVE, commanding that group
from February to July 1945, He assumed command, on JLugust 17, 1945,
of the Naval Air Base, Philippine Islands, with additional duty as
Commander, Naval Air Base, Samar- Island, Philippine Islands, In
January 1946 he was ordered to duty as Commandur, Fleet Alr Wing
TEN, with odditional duty as Commander, Aircraft, Philibpine Sea
‘Frontler, He was assipgned to the Naval Air Material Center,Philadel-
~ phia, Pennsylvania, in Junc 1947, and continucd to scrve in that
duty until July 1, 1949, when he was transferred to tho Retired Lid

of the U. 35, Navy

- Commodore Govin has the World War I Victory Mcodal, the fmeri-
can Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the American Campaign Medal;
the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; the World War I Victory Medal;
and the Philippinec Independence Ribbon,






