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miral Halsey set in motion plans for occupying the Russell Islands® so

‘that they might be used as a staging point for our advance into New

Georgia. Supported by a strong covering force (Cruiser Division 12 and
attached destroyers) the first echelons made unopposed landings at three
different points in the Russells at about dawn on 21 February and. pro-

_ ceeded at once to begin construction of a radar station, a PT-boat base,

and an air strip. A steady stream of men, supplies, and equipment was
brought in nightly; by the end of February we had more than 9,000 men
in the Russells, made up principally of units of the 43rd Division, the
3rd Marine Raider Battalion, the 1oth Marine Defense Battalion, the 35th
Construction Battalion, and other Naval Base personnel operating under
Rear Admiral Richmond K. Turner as ComAmphibForSoPac.

LOGISTIC PREPARATIONS

Even before the Japanese had been driven out of Guadalcanal, Naval
construction battalions were at work on additional fighter strips to
improve dispersion and relieve congestion on Henderson Field. Other
units were constructing an additional bomber field on Koli Point. By the
time that preparations had been completed for the final assault against
Munda, we had available four airfields on Guadalcanal and two in the
Russells,’ all completely staffed and with maintenance units attached.

After the Japanese were expelled from Guadalcanal our situation was
improved by the establishment of bulk gasoline stowage facilities and
tank farms and the construction of a submarine fill line, which brought
aviation gasoline direct from tankers moored off Koli Point to the tank
farm. By July there were thirty-five 1,000-barrel tanks and one 10,000-
barrel tank for aviation gasoline in seven groupings at Koli Point and
stowage facilities of somewhat smaller proportions at Lunga Point. At
the airfields and close by were additional stores of motor gasoline and
diese] oil. _

Fueling and ship-repair equipment at Tulagi and Port Purvis was also
improved. In the Tulagi area a seaplane base was developed at Halavo;

* A small group of islands situated about 30 miles northwest of Guadalcanal.
*The four airfields at Guadalcanal were: (1) Henderson Field, a base for all light and some

heavy bombers and most short range search planes, (2) Fighter No. 1, the main base for fighter

aircraft (principally Marine and Navy fighter planes), (3) Fighter No. z, the main base for Army
and New Zealand fighter planes, (4) Carney Field, used principally for heavy and medium bomb-
ers and long range search planes.

North Field in the Russells was used as a base for both light hombers and fighters; South Field
was limited to fighters.
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two weeks of May. On 3 June Admiral Halsey issued the basic operation
plan. D-day was set for 30 June.

On that day our forces were to make simultaneous landings at several
points on Rendova Island and on New Georgia at Viru Harbor, Segi
Point, and Wickham Anchorage. The landings on New Georgia were
to be made without preparatory bombardment, but it was anticipated
that call and counterbattery fire might be required. These landings
were designed to take and develop positions as bases for further opera-
tions. It was planned to construct a landing field on Segi Plantation,
to develop Wickham Anchorage and Viru Harbor as protected staging
refuges for small craft, and to create operating facilities for motor
torpedo boats in Rendova and Viru harbors.

The real thrust against New Georgia was to come from Rendova. At
the first opportunity troops from there were to move across Roviana
Lagoon and land east of Munda to capture the airfield in a quick stroke.
This movement was to be covered by preliminary landings on Sasavele
and Baraulu Islands, which would secure the Onaiavisi Entrance to the
Lagoon. The attack from Rendova was to be accompanied by the seizure
of enemy positions in the Bairoko-Enogai area, in order to prevent the
Munda garrison from being reinforced from the north. This was to
be accomplished by troops from the Russells. As soon as the Munda and
the Bairoko-Enogai areas were occupied, preparations were to be made
to capture the Vila-Stanmore position on Kolombangara.

TASK FORCE ORGANIZATION

The plan provided for three major task forces.” The first of these,
Task Force TARE, was initially under the command of Rear Admiral
Richmond K. Turner, who was relieved on 15 July by Rear Admiral
Theodore S. Wilkinson after the main landing operations were com-
pleted. Task Force TARE was subdivided into two groups, the first of
which, the Western Force, conducted the operations in the Rendova-
Munda area. The other group, known as the Eastern Force, was re-
sponsible for the landings and subsequent operations at Viru, Segi, and
Wickham Anchorage. The second task force, acting under the direct
command of Admiral Halsey, was to cover the operation and furnish

®The composition of these forces is given in Appendix I. In the interest of security task force
numbers have been omitted. Flag symbols for the first letter of the surnames of commanding
officers have been substituted.
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protracted period had been anticipated, and special provisions were made
to insure that all hands should receive the maximum amount of rest
and sleep during daylight of 28 and 29 June. During the approach, in
order to alleviate the stifling effects of Condition AFIRM, hatches on
the Denver were systematically opened, a battle ration was served between
2100 and 2200, operating personnel were relieved from time to time
when practicable, and all hands otherwise were allowed to stand easy -
at their battle stations. The bombardment procedure had been re-
hearsed during dawn and dusk alerts on the two previous days. Final
rehearsal in detail was conducted shortly after going to general quarters.

At sunset the destroyers Renshaw and Waller were sent ahead to bom-
bard the Vila-Stanmore Plantation on Kolombangara Island. The Short-
lands were 231 miles beyond our then most advanced base in the Russells.
In view of this fact it seemed almost impossible to avoid detection by
enemy planes, coast watchers, or submarines before nightfall, or, in any
case, before our arrival at the objective. Therefore a diversionary bom-
bardment to conceal our real objective seemed necessary if we were to
achieve any degree of surprise. At cor5 on the following morning the
Renshaw and Waller rejoined after carrying out their mission success-
fully. The bombardment had been plainly visible from the bridge of
the Montpelier 28 miles to the northward. Enemy fire, from the north-
east coast of Kolombangara, was slow and deliberate.

The remainder of the approach was uneventful. Three enemy de-
stroyers had been sighted by a Black Cat in Blackett Strait on the previous
night. Reports of enemy sightings during the day gave rise to the belief
that there were seven enemy destroyers and perhaps two heavy cruisers
and one light cruiser in the Shortlands area. - It was reassuring to discover
that the weather became increasingly foul as the ships proceeded up the
Slot. Occasional rain squalls merged into a solid front, and the visi-
bility decreased almost to zero. Less cheering was information that be-
cause of the bad weather General MacArthur’s forces had cancelled a heavy
air raid on Rabaul, along with strikes which had been planned for that
night against Kahili, Ballale, and the Faisi float-plane base. These strikes
had been intended to neutralize enemy air bases during our retirement
from the area. So long as the adverse weather conditions continued there
was assurance against any Japanese planes taking off. If on the other
hand the front lifted before morning, enemy air attacks in force were to
be expected.
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OTHER LANDINGS IN THE NEW GEORGIA AREA

Onaiavisi, 30 June 1943

Even before the first echelon had arrived at Rendova steps had been
taken to secure the Onaiavisi Entrance to Roviana Lagoon in order to
make possible landings east of Munda. At 0230 on 30 June the destroyer
Talbot and the minesweeper Zane arrived off Onaiavisi with the Initial
Landing Force and began to debark units of the 16gth Infantry, 43rd
Division, on Sasavele and Baraulu Islands adjacent to the Entrance. At
the time of arrival the visibility was very poor with no moon and per-
sistent heavy rain squalls. At o257 while maneuvering on an approx-
imate heading of 155° T. the Zame ran aground on Dume Island. At
0631 after repeated attempts to clear the reef by twisting, the OTC
received information from Admiral Turner by voice radio that the tug
Rail was proceeding to assist. By 0845 all troops and provisions had been
disembarked. While awaiting the arrival of the Rail, the Talbot made
several attempts to extricate the Zane but had to abandon them because
of impending air attack. Numerous unidentified aircraft were overhead;
the Talbor began maneuvering to avoid them but was not molested. At
1248 the Rail hove in sight and in less than an hour and a half succeeded
in freeing the Zane. The three ships proceeded to clear the area at once
and took station astern of the main task group, which had by this time
completed the landings at Rendova and was now passing through Blanche
Channel en route to Tulagi. All three ships passed unscathed through
the Japanese torpedo bomber attack at 1550. The Talbot and Zane took
the attacking planes under fire.

At 0832 on the following morning two SC’s and one PC were detailed
to act as a screening unit for the Zane while the Talboz proceeded into
Tulagi independently. Inspection at Tulagi disclosed that both propeller
blades of the Zane had been wrinkled, bent, and torn; the shafts were
believed to be sprung and the sound dome damaged. Inasmuch as the
service unit at Tulagi was unable to effect repairs, arrangements were
made to tow the Zane to Espiritu Santo for necessary repairs.

On 2 July, a good beach was located at Zanana on the south coast of the
New Georgia mainland six miles east of Munda, and a company of
SoPacFor Scouts was landed there. That night the Scouts were rein-
forced by units of the 16gth and 172nd Infantry. Assault boats from
the Rendova Boat Pool, LCM’s, LCVP’s, and LCP(R)’s, protected by
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completed without opposition, and the task unit was ready to return to
Purvis Bay.

Vura Village, several miles inland, had been designated as the objective
in the original operations order, but after landing it was discovered that
the main body of the enemy was situated at Kaeruka. In the fighting
which followed, a force of 300 Japanese was wiped out. By 3 July our
objectives in this area had been realized.

Viru, 1 July 1943

The landing at Viru was delayed for one day beyond the time originally
planned because of the late arrival of the advance unit, which had been
landed at Segi on 21 June and dispatched overland to Viru.

The first echelon of the Viru Harbor occupation unit under the com-
mand of Comdr. Stanley Leith arrived off Viru at 0610 on 30 June. The
unit was organized as follows:

Advance Unit, Lt. Col. Michael S. Currin:
Companies O and P of the Fourth Marine Raider Battalion.
First Echelon, Comdr. Stanley Leith (ComMinRon 2):
Hopkins (FF), Lt. Comdr. Francis M. Peters, Jr. _
Kilty (F) (Comdr. Robert H, Wilkinson, ComTransDiv 22) Lt. Comdr.
Dominic L. Mattie.
Crosby, Lt. Comdr. Alan G. Grant.

plus
One LCV towed by the Hopkins.
Landing Force, Capt. R. E. Kinch:
Company B, 103rd Infantry, reinforced by one-half Company D.
20th Construction Battalion.
Naval Base Units, including Boat Pool.
Battery E (less one platoon) Seventieth C. A.

The directive governing the operation provided that the landing
force embarked in the ships was not to land until the enemy guns guard-
ing the entrance to the harbor had been immobilized by the advance
unit attacking from the direction of Segi. It was also provided that the
commander of the occupation unit should disembark the landing force
into boats and have it in readiness to send in at 0645. A message was
received en route, however, that the Raiders had been delayed at Choi
River near Nono, New Georgia, on 28 June by enemy action. It was
then decided by the task group commander that the troops should not
be disembarked into the boats until there was some indication that the
advance unit was attacking Viru Harbor.
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At 1007 a dispatch was transmitted to Admiral Turner by the unit
commander recommending that in view of the unknown position of the
Raiders and the inadvisability of attempting a frontal assault without a
simultaneous land attack, the embarked troops be landed at Nono Point
at the mouth of the Choi River, so that they might proceed overland to
Viru. This recommendation was approved, and the troops were landed
accordingly. The Kilzy, Crosby, and Hopkins then returned to base.

At 1700 on 1 July the capture of Viru by the advance unit was reported,
and additional forces were able to land directly from seaward that night.

Rice Anchorage, 5 July 1943

On the morning of 5 July, after a twenty-four hour postponement,
landings were made at Rice Anchorage on the north coast of New Geor-
gia in order to make possible an advance on the Bairoko-Enogai area
and thereby prevent the Japanese garrison at Munda from receiving
reinforcements from Kolombangara. By this time our beachheads east
of Munda were firmly established, and preparations were being made to
advance on the airfields. The force involved in the landing operations
consisted of a transport group made up of %7 APD’s (Dent, Talbot,
Waters, McKean, Kilty, Crosby, and Schley) and the destroyer McCalla;
a mine group composed of the Hopkins, Trever, and the destroyer Ralph
Tdalbot; and a screening unit comprising the Woodworth, Gwin, and
Radford. The landing force consisted of the 3rd Battalion, 145th Infan-
try and the 3rd Battalion of the 148th Infantry, both of the 37th Division,
and the 1st Marine Raider Battalion.

During the night of 4-5 July, in preparation for these landings, a
task force of cruisers (Honolulu, Helena, and St. Louis) and destroyers
(Nicholas, O’Bannon, Strong, and Chevalier) under Rear Admiral
Walden L. Ainsworth, bombarded enemy positions and gun installa-
tions in the Vila-Stanmore and Bairoko Harbor areas. The original plan
called for a heavy concentration of fire on Enogai Inlet, but at the last
moment this was abandoned upon instructions from the task force com-
mander, because our reconnaissance photographs revealed no evidence of
enemy shore batteries in the Enogai area. Since there was little possi-
bility of surprise, the heaviest concentration of fire was reserved for
artillery emplacements, instead of troop bivouac areas, which had been
the principal targets in previous bombardments.
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survivors and was suffering from concussion caused by the depth charges.
Some of the Stromg survivors were shell shocked, while others were
blinded by fuel oil.

The source of the torpedo which sank the Strong is not definitely
known. It may have been a submarine on the westward or northwest-
ward side of the Strong or possibly two destroyers which are believed to
have left Kula Gulf at high speed about cogo. Since only one ship was
attacked and no other ships reported torpedo wakes, it is possible that
the damage was inflicted by a two-man submarine. '

While the Chevalier and O’Bannon were retiring from Kula Gulf they
were fired upon by the screening group, which was now attempting to
take the enemy shore batteries under fire. Although the Gwin and
Radford attempted to triangulate the positions of the enemy shore bat-
teries with some spotting assistance by the Ralph Talbor in the transport
area, they had no success in silencing these batteries. When fired upon,
the Japanese would cease firing, and as soon as our fire slackened they
would resume fire.

At o154 the Chevalier opened fire with her machine guns in the gen-
eral direction of the O’Bannon. She was immediately asked what she
was firing at. 'The reply was “a torpedo plane.” The O’Bannon later
reported that she had observed no planes and had no signs of any on
the radar screen.

In spite of the many shells which fell in the transport area there were
no casualties.. The Waters had her main truck shot away, and several
of the other transports were hit by shrapnel but sustained no damage.
At orro, soon after the bombardment ceased, the landing operations
began. The transports were unloaded into Higgins boats, each of which
towed one 10-man rubber boat. The APD’s were unloaded first, followed
by the DD’s and DM’. As the APD’s were unloaded they stood up to
the northward to form a screen.

The entrance to the beach was over a narrow, shallow bar. Many of
the boats touched bottom in crossing it, so that it became necessary to
decrease their normal load. Moreover, the beach was so short that only
four were able to unload at the same time. As a result boats were jammed
up in the Wharton River all during the landing, waiting their turn to
unload. Further confusion and misunderstanding resulted from a last
minute change in the plans for debarkation made by the task unit com-
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ordered to clear the area. Only two percent of the troops remained to
be landed. The volume and accuracy of fire from the shore batteries
was rapidly increasing, and it seemed dangerous to expose the entire
force to possible air attack merely to get these few men ashore. Apart
from the loss of the Strong and damage to the Chevalier, the operation
had been carried out according to plan.

BATTLE OF KULA GULF, 5-6 JULY 1943

The Approach

On the afternoon of 5 July while returning from its bombardment
mission of the evening before, the task group commanded by Rear Ad-
miral Walden L. Ainsworth in the Honolulu received orders to reverse
course and proceed northward to the Kula Gulf area in order to intercept
the Tokio Express on its nightly run from Bougainville. The destroyers
Radford and Jenkins were assigned to the task group in place of the
Strong and the Chevalier. Otherwise the ships were the same which
had bombarded Vila-Stanmore and Bairoko on the night of 4-5 July.”
In compliance with this order the task group steamed up the Slot via
Indispensable Strait, picking up the Radford and Jenkins en route.  This
was the most direct route and would save fuel, in which all ships were
low. It would also avoid the friendly ships which were to be expected
off Guadalcanal. ‘

Shortly after passing Visuvisu Point the OTC ordered cruising speed
reduced first to 27 knots and then to 25 knots in order to conserve fuel.
No information had been received from our Black Cat search planes,
and one of them had reported that he was returning to base because
of the weather. The night was very dark with no moon. At its best,
visibility was no more than two miles. The task group had been directed
by dispatch to retire at 0200 6 July in case contact had not been made
with the Tokio Express by that time.

At 0136 while moving on a course of 2g0°, bearing about 321°, distance
26,000 yards from Visuvisu Point, the Honolulu made a radar contact
with a group of ships off the northeast coast of Kolombangara bearing
about 220°, course 315°, distance 22,000 yards. Admiral Ainsworth or-

 See p. 19.
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battery of the Helena fired on two targets in succession, which disap-
peared from the radar screen. Most of the other vessels were using
salvos, but the Helena had begun continuous fire. She had to employ
ordinary smokeless powder, because all but a small amount of her flash-
less powder had been expended during the bombardment of the previous
night. Her rate of fire was so rapid that the gun flashes lit up the whole
ship, with the unavoidable result that she presented an excellent target.
The St. Louis fired first on probably the same target as the Helena, then
shifted to her own normal target when it appeared on the screen.
Both Japanese ships appeared to have ceased firing and were left burning.

The destroyers Nickolas and O’Bannon on the western end of the line
and the Radford on the eastern end were firing on the same targets as
the cruisers when opportunity offered. For several minutes the Radford
was kept from joining in because the Jenkins blanked her fire. The
Jenkins was the only one of the destroyers which fired torpedoes during
this phase, but she did not fire her guns during the engagement.

At 0203 the OTC executed a simultaneous turn of 180° to the right.
The van destroyers now became the rear destroyers and vice versa. A
few seconds before its execution the Helena, veteran of 12 engagements
with the enemy in the South Pacific, was struck on the port bow by a
torpedo, followed in about ninety seconds by a second, and about one
minute later by a third. Her bow to abaft No. 1 turret was blown off.
The remaining part of the ship was broken in the middle at about No.
2 stack. None of our other ships was aware that she had been torpedoed
and had fallen out of formation until some time later. Her commanding
officer was not immediately aware after the first hit that the bow was
completely gone, and the ship continued through the water at high
speed, without any bow, until the second hit 114 minutes later.

Second Phase

During the second phase of the battle our task group proceeded on an
easterly course, firing as targets presented themselves. At o207 a Turn
3 to course 142° was executed to close the targets. It was at about
this time that a dud torpedo hit the Sz Louis on the starboard side.
Between 0210 and o212 the Honolulu resumed fire on a damaged target
in the first group at a range of 7,600 yards with excellent results. Be-
tween 0213 and 0215, both the Honolulu and St. Lowuis fired effectively on
another damaged target until a 6 Turn to course 082° was executed and
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from Kula Gulf during the rescue operations by the Nickolas and Rad-
ford were new arrivals or simply cripples making their escape following
the carlier phases of the battle. A conservative estimate indicates that
two Japanese destroyers were definitely sunk, one possibly sunk, and at
least five were damaged.

NAVAL BOMBARDMENTS OF MUNDA

Bombardment of Night of 8-9 July 1943

At dawn on g July the 43rd Infantry Division jumped off on a 1,300
yard front along the Barike River and began advancing over a very dif-
ficult terrain. The enemy was content to fight a delaying action, making
use of snipers and small raiding parties along our flanks. On the first
day our advance netted us 2,500 yards and brought us in contact with the
main enemy defense lines. Thenceforth our advance slowed to a few
yards per hour.

At the request of the commanding general of the New Georgia Occu-
pation Force an hour’s naval bombardment of the Munda Point area was
ordered to coincide with the initial jump-off of the 43rd Division. The
bombardment area was divided into four parts, and each ship was as-
signed a distinct sector. At 0345 a task unit of four destroyers (Farenholt
(F), Buchanan, McCalla and Ralph Talbot) under the command of Capt.
T. J. Ryan, Jr., entered Blanche Channel. At o512 it commenced firing
on a course of 245° T. A total of 2,344 rounds of s-inch/38 were fired by
the four destroyers. At 0608, just four minutes before the scheduled
completion of bombardment, a single white flare was dropped over the
Farenholt followed shortly by a salvo of bombs and a strafing attack
against the Ralph Talbot. No damage resulted, but it was decided to
terminate the bombardment at this point and return to Tulagi.

Several cases of exhaustion among the loading crews of the Farenholt
and Buchanan were reported. It is probable that the heavy demands
which had been made upon the destroyers in the New Georgia operation
since 29 June rather than the rate and duration of fire were mainly
responsible for this.

Bombardment of 11-12 July 1943

On 11 July the 172nd Infantry disengaged and moved south in order
to establish another beachhead at Laiana. The enemy quickly detected
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Submarines had recently been reported in Blanche Channel, and one
had been sighted there on the morning of the day preceding the bom-
bardment. In addition to anti-submarine duties the inner screen was
given wide latitude in firing on surface targets of opportunity and in
driving off enemy planes. As it later turned out, this was a valuable
precaution.

The approach was made without incident. At o255 the Monzpelier
took the firing course of 247° T. and at 0257 commenced bombardment.
She was followed at five minute intervals by the Denver, Columbia, and
Cleveland, which with the Monzpelier fired a total of 3,204 rounds of
6-inch and 4,407 rounds of 5-inch from the southeast. Ten minutes before
the cruisers ceased fire, the Farenholt and Buchanan commenced bombard-
ment from the west, steaming at 5 knots and using 12-second salvos.

The firing plan called for 40 minutes of timed fire by the cruisers with
30 minutes fire by the Farenkolt and Buchanan, the entire operation
covering one hour. Because of the proximity of our troop lines to the
target area, the cruisers undertook to conduct their firing from the
southeast in order to parallel the direction of our lines and prevent pos-
sible casualties to our ground forces by overs. By having the destroyers
fire from the west while the cruisers fired from the southeast, it was
hoped to catch the Japanese on both sides of Kokengolo Hill.

At the request of the Army, the original plan was changed so as to
move the bombardment area to the west. This left a heavily-wooded
“no-man’s land” about one mile wide between the advanced lines of our
own troops and the eastern limit of the bombardment area, which was
to be covered by artillery fire.

Spotting was conducted by ship spotters carried in two Black Cat
planes. Communications were excellent, and the performance of the
spotters was good until the target area became obscured by dust and
smoke. The cruiser bombardment appeared to be very effective.

The opposition from shore batteries was negligible. However, the
firing drew enemy planes to the scene, as one observer put it, “like hawks
over a broom-sage fire.” Early in the bombardment one of them suc-
ceeded in illuminating the entire cruiser column very effectively. After
the initial llumination the screening destroyers were successful in driv-
ing off the harassing planes. One Black Cat reported an attack by five
Japanese Zeros but succeeded in evading them without damage.
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days. On g9 July Colonel Liversedge’s Marines blocked the Munda-
Bairoko trail, turning back two enemy attempts to reinforce Munda
from Bairoko. On 11 July the Japanese garrison at Enogai was wiped
out. Preparations were now made for a drive on Bairoko.

On the night of 12-13 July, exactly one week after the Battle of Kula
Gulf, a task group of 3 cruisers and 1o destroyers, commanded by Ad-
miral Ainsworth, clashed with the enemy in an area roughly seven to
thirteen miles northwest of Kolombangara. After the battle of Kula
Gulf this task group had repaired to Espiritu Santo in order to take on
fuel, ammunition, and torpedoes. Once these requirements had been
filled, the ships returned to Tulagi for further night operations against the
Tokio Express in the Kula Gulf-Blackett Strait area.

On the night of 11-12 July, the Honolulu, St. Louis, Leander,'* Nicholas,
Radford, Jenkins, and O’Bannon had operated as a covering force for a
task unit of APD’s engaged in unloading munitions and supplies at Rice
Anchorage. The Nicholas, Jenkins and O’Bannon had acted as van
destroyers in this operation, while the Leander and Radford took station
as the light forces in the rear for the cruisers. This arrangement was
adopted in order to give the Leander greater freedom of action for the use
of her torpedoes and to keep a weaker unit out of the cruiser battle line.

On the afternoon of 12 July, Admiral Turner received dispatch orders
from Commander Third Fleet to place all available destroyers under his
command at the disposal of Admiral Ainsworth for a night operation up
the Slot. In compliance with this order, Admiral Turner directed Cap-
tain T. J. Ryan, Jr, (ComDesRon 12) to report to Admiral Ainsworth
with seven destroyers. As it turned out, only six destroyers™ hastily
gathered together in the Guadalcanal-Tulagi area (Taylor, Buchanan,
Woodworth, Maury, Gwin and Ralph Talbor) were able to report. These
were from three different squadrons, had never operated together with the
cruisers before, and had never before functioned as a single tactical unit
under the squadron commander. The high command fully appreciated
the situation but felt that the advantages to be gained justified the risks
involved. As some of Captain Ryan’s ships were on the way to Tulagi

“HMNZS Leander, a light cruiser, had been added to Admiral Ainsworth’s task group on 11
July as a replacement for the Helena.

**The Farenhol had suffered an engineering casualty and was capable of making only 25 knots.
She was ordered to remain in port at Tulagi, and Captain Ryan shifted his flag to the Ralph
Talboz.
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to the report of the task group commander, the three leading enemy
ships were smoking, burning, and practically dead in the water. Ap-
parently everyone had concentrated on the second ship (later reported
to be the light cruiser Jints#). Only after she had been well riddled
did the cruisers transfer their fire to other targets. :

Even before the cruisers opened up, the van destroyers had started
firing torpedoes. At otog the O’Bannon fired five; at or11 the Nicholas
and Radford each fired five and the Taylor nine; at ori3 the Jenkins
fired two; and at o114 the Leander four. Those fired by the Radford
and Jenkins passed to the right and ahead of the target, but some of the
others may have made hits.

At the time the OTC ordered destroyers to fire torpedoes, the rear
destroyers were badly bunched, as they had not had sufficient time to
get into column from their original screening formation. The Ralph
Talbot and Maury fired eight each at or12 and o113 respectively, which
may have registered hits. The Buchanan and Woodworth at o115 fired
five and four torpedoes respectively, which evidently passed well to the

right of the enemy group.

Second Phase

At orry, with the enemy drawing aft, an 18 turn to the left was
executed, and the engagement continued to port on a course of 065° T.
All ships had acknowledged for this signal, but as a result of defects in
the TBS system the signal of execution came through very weakly and
was therefore missed by the Leander and all the rear destroyers except
the Ralph Talbot. The situation was further complicated by the dense
smoke from our flashless powder. While making the turn, the Ralph
Talbot was forced to back full, maneuver radically, and use whistle sig-
nals to avoid a collision with the other destroyers which had not come
left but were standing on at 30 knots. The Leander came around very
promptly when Capt. Mansergh realized that he had missed the signal,
but her tardiness in effecting the maneuver forced the Honaolulu to turn
wide and led to further difficulties when the Leander was torpedoed
at the completion of the turn.

The Leander was hit at about o124. The torpedo which found her
seems to have been one of the only two seen crossing the cruiser line.
The destroyers on the starboard quarter of our cruisers had to maneuver
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collision was narrowly avoided. A little later the Honolulu was struck
in the middle of the stern just one foot above the water line by a dud
torpedo which presently dropped out and sank. The plot indicates
that these torpedoes were fired at extreme ranges, probably by radar
control. '

As a result of these torpedo hits the cruisers were immobilized and
forced to concentrate upon damage control. No offensive action was
taken against this second enemy group except that the Ralph Talbot
fired four torpedoes at 0213. Had the enemy not turned away at o215
these torpedoes might have found their target even though the range
was extreme.

The Retivement

The Honolulu and St. Louis made a quick investigation of their dam-

age and reported that they would be able to make 15 knots. Prepara-
tions were then made for retirement down the Slot on a course of 120°.
The OTC had summoned all available destroyers to screen the damaged
ships except the Nicholas and O’Bannon, which he supposed to be still
in pursuit of the enemy. They were actually to the southward at this
time and joined the screen around the cruisers at 0247. By this time
the fire on the Gwin had been brought under control. The fantail was
about three feet under water, and the rudder was jammed so that she
constantly circled to the left. She still had power, however, and the
starboard engine and screw were in commission. Preparations were
made for the Gwin to be taken in tow alongside by the Ralph Talboz.
- At o225, while the Woodworth was circling the Gwin, a ship was
sighted on a collision course on the port bow. The rudder was put
over hard left, and flank speed was ordered. At 0226 the Buachanan side-
swiped the Woodworth's port side, damaging a propeller, slowing the
engine and flooding three compartments aft. All the Woodworth's port
depth charges were knocked into the water, and although they had all
been set on safe one of them exploded under the Buchanan’s bow, shaking
ber badly. The damage to the Bachanan was minor, nevertheless, and
she was able to continue at maximum speed.

At o655 several Zeros came in sight of the Gawin, and an air attack
secemed imminent. The Ralph Talbot, which was towing while the
Maunry screened, cast off, and all three ships took the planes under fire.
One twin-engined bomber closed to 10,000 yards and then withdrew
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time to sink the attacker and turn away than would have been the case if
the salvo had been fired just inside the torpedo range.

In his report of the Battle of Kolombangara, the task group commander
made reference to the fact that the retreating targets in the second group
were first at a considerable distance and were being overhauled very
slowly. Then they closed rapidly and fired a salvo of torpedoes across
our line. It is known that many, and possibly all, Japanese destroyers
carry reloads for their tubes and have used them in previous battles. It
is entirely possible in this case that, having fired their torpedoes, the
destroyers had retired to reload and were then returning to the attack.

The volume and accuracy of our gunfire seems to have been all that
could have been expected. The approach to the battle area was made
sharply on the enemy’s bow which both exposed the enemy to enfilade
fire and gave good range differentials between the enemy ships. This
increased the effectiveness of the fire control radars so that there was no
merging of targets such as occurred during the Battle of Kula Gulf.

This approach had the disadvantage, however, of rendering normal
fire distribution difficult. There was a tendency on the part of our ships
to concentrate on the nearer or leading vessels, shifting fire as the nearer
targets disappeared from the screen or gave evidence of being disabled.
The two rear enemy destroyers were evidently not taken under fire at any
time during the first phase of the battle; this takes on greater importance
in view of the possibility that the torpedo attack which later damaged the
Honolulu and St. Lou:s originated from these two vessels.

The problem of identification during the Battle of Kolombangara was
a very serious one. This was especially evident when the task group
commander, having dispatched his van destroyers to the northward in
pursuit of the fleeing enemy, confused them temporarily with the second
enemy group and delayed opening fire until it was too late.

Nevertheless the two night actions of 5-6 July and 12-13 July, although
costly, removed the enemy’s threat to our landings on the north coast of
New Georgia. They also deterred him from using the Kula Gulf route
to supply and reinforce his garrisons at Vila and Munda. During the
remainder of the campaign he was reduced to the expedient of sending
ships and barges around Vella Lavella to the west of Kolombangara and
slipping them into anchorages along the south coast of that island.







and drifted ashore at different points on the coast of Vella Lavella. After
giving food and water to the survivors, friendly natives took them back
into the bush to avoid detection by roving Japanese patrols. Medical
supplies and emergency rations from some of the ship’s rafts were assem-
bled, and the wounded were given beds in'a Chinese house. Plans were
also made to guard against Japanese patrols in the vicinity. On one occa-
sion a party of faur Japanese approached too closely and were disposed of
by the natives.

Within a few days the task force commander received word that ap-
proximately 175 Helena survivors were marooned on Vella Lavella. In
accordance with orders received from the task force commander, Captain
Thomas J. Ryan, Jr. was ordered to proceed to Vella Lavella on the morn-
ing of 16 July in the Taylor with the Maury,” Gridley,” and Ellezr™ as an
escorting force for Comdr. J. D. Sweeney in the Dent with the Wazers.
Capt. Francis X. Mclnerney in the Nicholas with the Radford, Jenkins,
and O’Bannon was directed to cover the operations.

Since the escorting group was at Guadalcanal and the covering group at
Tulagi there was no opportunity for a conference. Captain Mclnerney
sent a memorandum to Captain Ryan outlining the procedure which
would be followed by the covering group and containing suggestions
regarding the operation. Word was received by dispatch from Captain
Ryan that these suggestions and procedure would be adopted in full.

At noon on 15 July the escort and transport groups left Guadaicanal
and proceeded south and west of Rendova Island through the hazardous
waters of Gizo Strait into Vella Gulf and thence to Paraso Bay on the
northeast coast of Vella Lavella. This was probably the first time that
any of our ships had passed through Gizo Strait. Furthermore there was
a strong chance that Japanese surface units might be encountered in these
waters.

The covering force left Tulagi at about 1500 on 15 July and proceeded
up the Slot, arriving ten miles north of Vella Lavella at oxoo on 16 July.
From  about 2100 on 15 July the covering force was shadowed by Jap-
anese search planes. During the operation many flares were dropped
from enemy planes in and around the covering force, and on two oc-
casions sticks of bombs were dropped near the destroyers. No attempt
was made to fire on the planes, as we were loath to disclose the location

8 The Maury had reported to CIF TARE for duty on 9 July as a replacement for the McCalla.
The Eller, Gridley and Patterson relieved the Farenholt, Woodworth and Buchanan on 13 July.

CONTIDEN 4], 47

.







- was changed to 235°, and the patrol group proceeded at full speed in the
direction of the reported contact. At 0138 three ships were sighted by
the Squadron Commander almost dead ahead at a range of 20,000 yards,
standing in at high speed directly toward the coast of Kolombangara.
Illuminating with starshells the patrol group took these targets under
fire at o147. On the first salvo the enemy appeared to reverse course
and head south at high speed along the shore. At o151 Waller fire con-

trol reported that one of the retreating ships had disappeared smoking -

heavily. The targets had meanwhile laid down a smoke screen, which,
together with the splashes of our gunfire and the land background,
made visual observation of damage very difficult.

In view of the fact that our mission was to cover the landing operations
at Enogai Inlet it was now decided to return to the entrance of Kula

Gulf. From 0209 until 0408 the unit was under sporadic bombing attack;

during this period it maneuvered by radical course and speed changes

in the patrol area. The APD’s had meanwhile completed unloading

without incident and departed for Guadalcanal at o312.

It has since been learned that the putative enemy destroyers were United
States PT boats, operating in Blackett Strait well north of the assigned
area. Although most ships of the unit reported straddles and hits in
their original dispatch reports, no damage seems to have resulted from

the clash.

THE BOMBARDMENT OF BAIROKO

Night of 23-24 July 1943

At daylight on 20 July the Northern Force opened its drive on Bairoko
against 500~600 Japanese armed with automatic weapons and heavy mor-
tars and supported by one battery of heavy artillery on the west bank of
Bairoko Harbor. The Japanese were inclined to view the intrusion of
our force from Rice Anchorage as a primary danger and therefore con-
centrated reinforcements from Vila at that point. After advancing to
within 300 yards of the east bank of Bairoko Harbor our forces were
met with beavy enemy artillery fire, suffered heavy casualties, and were
forced back to Enogai, where they were surrounded and practically cut
off from all supply for a time. To keep our force contained required
almost the entire attention of the Japanese at Bairoko, however. In the
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shore batteries off Enogai, two of which appeared to be 6-inch, opened
fire.

At 0316 the Taylor and Ellet commenced their bombardment of
Bairoko, and at the same moment the Conway and Pazterson opened fire.
The shore batteries shifted their fire at once to the latter, and projectiles
landed within 200 yards, both short and over but in deflection. After
about one minute’s firing by the Conway and Patterson, firing from the
shore stopped abruptly. It is believed that the enemy may have opened
fire first with a small battery in order to draw fire from our larger com-
batant ships. By this means the larger enemy shore batteries might
obtain information for regulating their fire. Since their small battery
fire failed to come close to our ships, they discharged a few salvos at
random with their larger batteries and ther took several shots at the
general unloading area off Enogai before they were silenced.

Our bombardment was conducted by direct fire while the enemy was
firing, then by indirect fire using the eastern part of Bairoko Harbor as
a point of aim. Deflection spots were introduced every 20 seconds
throughout the bombardment in order to cover the target area laterally.
One large explosion and several smaller fires were observed in the target
area during the firing.

At 0330 all firing ceased; the APD’s were unloaded and withdrawing.
During retirement several contacts were made with enemy planes, but
they did not venture to attack.

BOMBARDMENT OF LAMBETI PLANTATION

25 July 1943

Following the second bombardment of Munda, enemy resistance to the
drive on the airport was localized in two centers about a thousand yards
apart astride the Munda trail just east of Roviana. A rainy period
had set in, and to all the other discomforts sustained by the combatants
was added that of mud. Meanwhile important changes in the high
command were taking place. On 15 July Rear Admiral Theodore S.
Wilkinson relieved Rear Admiral Turner as ComAmphibForSoPac, and
on the same day Major General Oscar W. Griswold assumed command
of the New Georgia Occupation Force.

On 17 July General Griswold informed Admiral Wilkinson that he
was planning a new drive to capture Munda and requested that a naval
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ship to fire spotting salvos to make certain they were on in deflection.
The shore fire control party was cautioned particularly that in case the
fall of shot came dangerously close to our troops, a signal to “lift barrage”
was to be sent to the bombarding ships at once.

At 1900 on 24 July the bombardment group sailed from Tulagi and
formed line of section columns, interval 4,000 yards, order from left
to right:

Section 3—Lt. Comdr. Katz in Taylor, Ellet, Patterson,

Section 1—Comdr. Burke (ComDesDiv. FORTY-FOUR) in Conway,
Wilson.®

Section 2—Comdr. Sims in Maury, Gridiey.

Course 260° T., speed 18 was set. This formation was chosen so that
hunter-killer operations against submarines could be undertaken en route
to Munda while at the same time only simple changes would be required
in forming for bombardment. The group passed south of Savo Island
and the Russells and entered Blanche Channel, assuming column forma-
tion at 0337. At 0544 course was changed to 264°, at which time the
Maury and Gridley, the two leading ships, formed a screen on both bows
of the Conway.

The plan called for the Maury and Gridley to open fire in advance of
the main bombardment and subsequently to conduct counter-battery
fire. At o607 the Maury reported that the light was too dim and that
she could not sce the target. At o6og on the basis of new instructions
she opened with indirect fire, followed by the Conway at o615 and by
cach of the other ships in succession at two minute intervals. Within
fifteen minutes the slight morning haze had lifted, but by this time there
was considerable dust and smoke over the target area. At 0618 gun flashes
from one or two shore batteries were observed. The Maury and Gridley
were called upon to silence these batteries, which they did very effectively.
At 0630 the air force started bombing a beach strip to the south of the
target area with fragmentation and 500 pound bombs, which added to
the smoke and dust. A total of 4,000 5-inch /38 projectiles were placed in
the target area. Our fire appeared to be heavy, accurate, and well con-
trolled although its effectiveness could not be judged at the time.

At 0644 the order was given to cease firing, and retirement by sections
followed. When clear of Blanche Channel the task group set course to

" The Wilson had reported to CTF TARE for duty on 23 July.
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ties and material damage. They are valuable in covering a night landing
or other operations in the vicinity of enemy held shore. They give ex-
cellent training for untried ships newly arrived in a combat area.

2. “Naval gunfire support is of primary importance during amphibious
operations prior to the time that adequate artillery support can be fur-
nished by ground troops. Then it assumes a secondary role. Particularly
in jungle warfare it is believed that the artillery can in general give more
effective support than naval gunfire.

3. “When it is necessary to support the advance of troops through the
jungle, the naval gunfire should be close to our front lines and of adequate
density. It should be delivered in daylight to allow the accuracy required.

4. “There are conditions of terrain in which our mortars cannot reach
reverse slopes which can be reached from the sea. Naval gunfire then
becomes quite important. An example of this was the use of naval gun-
fire during operations on Guadalcanal when there were numerous ra-
vines and draws opening seaward and naval gunfire was used effectively.”

PT BOAT OPERATIONS

23 July-5 August 1943

During the last two weeks of the Munda campaign our naval operations
were mainly confined to PT boat activity. Throughout this period our
MTRB patrol groups based on Rendova made almost nightly contacts with
the enemy. The majority of their contacts were with large barges,*
which the MTB’s were not well equipped to destroy. The barges were
immune to torpedo attack because of their shallow draft; the 20 mm and
50 caliber guns of the PT’s were likewise ineffective except against person-
nel. Nevertheless in a series of encounters our PT’s succeeded in sinking
at least five barges and damaging several others.

Because of communication difficulties during the early days of the cam-
paign which prevented our PT’s from being informed of the presence of
friendly surface vessels and aircraft and vice versa, the MTB’s were limited
in their operations to an area south of 08° south latitude. As a result, it
was possible for considerable Japanese shipping to pass through Wilson
and Gizo Straits hugging the shore of Vella Lavella, and to cross Vella
Gulf to Kolombangara without interference from the PT’s.

*The activities of the MTB’s forced the enemy to use barges in preference to the larger and
speedier destroyers and transports.
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which at that moment was engaged in firing at another barge. All PT
117s guns jammed after 100 rounds of 50 caliber had been fired at her
target. 'The barge between PT 154 and PT 117 then opened fire on the
latter, whereupon the two PT’s retired to the north and further contact
with the barges was lost. Both PT’s 117 and 154 sustained many hits of
25 caliber and 1.1 fire from the barges, but no casualties resulted. It
was observed that as long as the PT’s were firing, there was no return
fire, but as soon as they stopped firing for any reason, the Japanese
immediately opened fire.

One of the most remarkable incidents of the campaign occurred on the
night of 12 August when a Japanese destroyer of the Fubuk: class
struck PT 109, Lieut. John Kennedy commanding, on the starboard side
about 15 feet from the bow and cut her in two. The survivors succeeded
in swimming to shore on a small island about four miles to the southeast
of Gizo and remained there until the night of -8 August when they
were rescued by two PT’s and removed to Rendova.

AIR OPERATIONS DURING THE MUNDA CAMPAIGN

During the Munda operation the participation of the South Pacific
air force was on a greater scale than at any previous period during the
Solomons campaign. Our air units over Guadalcanal and the Russells
were called upon to provide cover for our convoys and warships moving
between Guadalcanal and Rendova; maintain a patrol over the Rendova
area during daylight hours in order to ward off attacking enemy planes;
strike at enemy bases and shipping; carry out a thorough-going aerial

search of the area to prevent an attack on our positions by Japanese surface

units and to pick up targets for our striking forces; provide close support
for ground forces when requested; and protect the large amount of
shipping in the Guadalcanal-Tulagi area.

The establishment of landing strips in the Russells, and later at Segi
Point, corrected one outstanding deficiency. By permitting our striking
missions from Guadalcanal to have fighter escort, the new strips made it
possible to make strikes during daylight. There were numerous in-
stances of the value of this during the campaign. In a daylight strike
against shipping in the Buin-Kahili area on 17 July our fighter cover of
114 planes was so effective that we lost only one TBF, and all bombers
were able to press home their attacks. Forty-six enemy planes were shot
down with a loss of four U. S. fighters; 1 Japanese destroyer leader,
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Loading a Marine battery on an LCT for transportation to New Georgia
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The Honolulu at the Battle of Kula Gulf
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Japanese ships burning during the Battle of Kula Gulf
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The Nicholas firing during the Battle of Kolombangara



following a campaign marked by the coordinated use of infantry, artillery,
tanks, flame throwers, and air and naval bombardment. On 25 July,
following a period of regrouping, our forces advanced from 200 to 500
yards all along the line. The 43rd Division approached Munda along
the south coast and to the east of the airfield; the 37th Division drove
from the seaward along the northern end of the field; and the 25th
Division was deployed in assembling areas along our northern flank.
Progress was retarded by the thick jungle, the weather, and stout enemy
resistance.

On 2 August the left flank of the 43rd Division finally pushed across the
Lambeti Plantation and reached the east end of-the airfield. Two days
later the northern flank of the 37th Division spearheaded by elements of
the 148th and 1615t Infantry broke through to the western shore 600 yards
north of the airfield, completely severing communications with Bairoko.
By 1500 on 5 August all major organized resistance at Munda had ceased,
two days less than a year after the first landing of the Marines at Guadal-
canal and six weeks after the invasion of New Georgia.
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Division Able TWO, Comdr. John M. Higgins.
Gwin (F), Lt. Comdr. John B. Fellows, Jr.
Woodworth, Comdr. Virgil F. Gordinier.
Radford, Comdr. William K. Romoser.

Jenkins, Comdr. Harry F. Miller.
Service Unit, Lieut. Charles H. Stedman.

Vireo (F), Lieut. Charles H. Stedman.

Rail, Lt. (jg) Leslie C. Oaks.

PABy

PABG6

EASTERN FORCE, Rear Admiral George H. Fort.
Minesweeper * group (DMS’s), Comdr. Stanley Leith.

Hopkins (F), Lt. Comdr. Francis M. Peters, Jr.

Trever, Lt. Comdr. William H. Shea, Jr.

Zane, Lt. Comdr. Peyton L. Wirtz.

LCT Flotilla FIVE, Lt. Comdr. Paul A. Wells.
LCT Group THIRTEEN, Lieut. Ashton L. Jones.
LCT Division TWENTY-FIVE, Lieut. Ashton L. Jones.
LCT’s 58, 60, 156, 158, 150, 180.
LCT Division TWENTY-SIX, Lieut. Ameel Z. Kouri.
LCT’s 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67.
LCT Group FIFTEEN, Lieut. Frank M. Wiseman.

LCT Division TWENTY-NINE, Lieut. Frank M. Wiseman.
LCT’s 181, 182, 326, 327, 330, 351, 352, 367, 369, 370, 375, 377-

LCT Division THIRTY, Lt. (jg) Pickett Lumpkin.
- LCT’s 322, 323, 324, 481, 482.
LCT Flotilla SIX, Lieut. Wilfred C. Margetts.
LCT Group SIXTEEN, Lieut. Wilfred C. Margetts.
LCT Division THIRTY-ONE, Lt. (jg) Robert A. Torkildson.
LCT’s 126, 127, 128, 129, 132, 133.
LCT Division THIRTY-TWO.*
LCT’s 134, 139, 141, 144, 145, 140.
APc Flotilla FIVE, Lieut. Dennis Mann.
APc Group THIRTEEN, Lieut. Dennis Mann.
APc Division TWENTY-FIVE, Lieut. Dennis Mann.
APC’s 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29.

® This group was used for various functions, mainly troop transport.
* Name of commanding officer not available.
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Gridley, Lt. Comdr. Jesse H. Motes, Jr.
McCall, Lt. Comdr. Edward L. Foster.
Craven, Lt. Comdr. Francis T. Williamson.
DesDiv TWELVE, Comdr. Frederick Moosbrugger.
Fanning (F), Lt. Comdr. Ranald M. MacKinnon.
Dunlap, Lt. Comdr. Clifton Iverson.
Cummings, Lt. Comdr. Paul D. Williams.
Case, Comdr. Daniel T. Birtwell, Jr.
Task Unit WILLIAM, Rear Admiral Glenn B. Davis.
Battleships:

BatDiv EIGHT, Rear Admiral Glenn B. Davis.
Massachusetts (F), Capt. Robert O. Glover.
Indiana, Capt. Thomas G. Peyton.

plus ‘

North Caroling, Capt. Frank P. Thomas.
Destroyers:
DesRon FOUR (less Henley, Helm, Bagley, DesDiv EIGHT),
Capt. Frank R. Walker.
Selfridge (F), Comdr. Carroll D. Reynolds.
plus
Szanly, Comdr. Robert W. Cavenagh.
Claxton, Comdr. Herald F. Stout.
Dyson, Comdr. Roy A. Gano.
Converse, Comdr. DeWitt C. E. Hamberger.
Task Unit YOKE, Capt. Russell M. IThrig.
Cimarron (F), Capt. Russell M. Thrig.
Gridley, Lt. Comdr. Jesse H. Motes, Jr.
Task Unit ZEBRA, Capt. Frank P. Thomas.

North Carolina (F), Capt. Frank P. Thomas.

Claxton, Comdr. Herald F. Stout.

Stanly, Comdr. Robert W. Cavenagh.

Dyson, Comdr. Roy A. Gane.

Task Group DOG, Rear Admiral Harry W. Hill.
Battleships:

BatDiv FOUR, Rear Admiral Harry W. Hill.
Maryland (F), Capt. Carl H. Jones.
Colorado, Capt. Elmer L. Woodside.

-



Task Group EASY, Rear Admiral Andrew C. McFall.
Carriers:
CarDiv TWENTY-TWO, Rear Admiral Andrew C. McFall.
Sangamon (F), Capt. Edward P. Moore.
Suwanee, Capt. Frederick W. McMahon.
Chenango, Capt. Ben H. Wyatt.
Destroyers:
DesDiv FORTY-FOUR, Comdr. Arleigh A. Burke.
Conway (F), Comdr. Nathaniel S. Prime.
Eaton, Comdr. Edward L. Beck.
DesDiv FIFTEEN, Comdr. Rodger W. Simpson.
Lang (F), Comdr. John L. Wilfong.
Stack, Lt. Comdr. Roy A. Newton.
Steresz, Lt. Comdr. Frank G. Gould.
Wilson, Lt. Comdr. Walter H. Price.
Task Group FOX (Ground Force Reserve), Major General Robert
S. Beightler.
37th Division U. S. A. less 2 combat teams.
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AB
ACM
AD
AE
AF
AG
AGC
AGP
AGS
AH
AK
AKA
AKN
AKS
AKV
AM
AMb
AMc

AO
AOG
AP
APA
APc
APD
APH
APL
APM
APS
APV

ARB

ARH
ARL
ARS

ARV

AS
ASR
ATF
ATA
ATO
ATR
AV

APPENDIX III
SYMBOLS OF U. S. NAVY SHIPS

Crane Ship.

Auxiliary Mine Layer.

Destroyer Tender.

Ammunition Ship.

Provision Store Ship.

Miscellaneous Auxiliary.

Amphibious Force Flagship.

Motor Torpedo Boat Tender.

Suveying Ship.

Hospital Ship.

Cargo Vessel.

Cargo Vessel, Attack.

Net Cargo Ship.

General Stores Issue Ship.

Aircraft Supply Ship.

Large Mine Sweeper.

Base Mine Sweeper.

Coastal Mine Sweeper.

Net Layer.

Oiler.

Gasoline Tanker.

Transport.

Transport, Attack.

Coastal Transport.

Troop Transport (high speed).

Transport for Wounded.

Hotel Barge (Barracks’ Ship).

Mechanized Artillery Transport.

Auxiliary Cargo Submarine.

Aircraft Transport.

Repair Ship.

Repair Ship, Battle Damage.

Internal Combustion Engine Tender.

Heavy Hull Repair Ship.

Repair Ship, Landing Craft.

Salvage Vessel.

Aircraft Engine Overhaul and
Structural Repair Ship.

Submarine Tender.

Submarine Rescue Vessel.

Ocean Tug, Fleet.

Ocean Tug, Auxiliary.

Ocean Tug, Old.

Ocean Tug, Rescue.

Seaplane Tender (large).
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AVC
AVD
AVP
AW
AY
BB
CA
CAZ

CB
CL
CcM
CMc
CT
Cv

-CVB

CVL
CVE

DD

DE

DM
DMS

X .
LCC (1)
LCC (2)
LCI (L)
LCM (2)

LCM (3)
LCM (6)
LCP (L)
LCP (R)
LCP (N)

LCR (L)
LCR (S)

Catapult Lighter.

Seaplane Tender (converted DD).

Seaplane Tender (small).

Water Distilling and Storage Ship.

Auxiliary Tender (small)

Battleship.

Heavy Cruiser.

Auxiliary, Unallocated as to Type
(conversion).

Large Cruiser.

Light Cruiser.

Mine Layer.

Coastal Mine Layer.

Destroyer (Building for Brazil).

Aircraft Carrier.

Aircraft Catrier, Large.

Aircraft Carrier, Small.

Aircraft Carrier, Escort.

Destroyer.

Destroyer Escort Vessel.

Light Mine Layer (high speed).

Mine Sweeper (high speed).

Unclassified Auxiliary.

Landing Craft, Control, Mk. I.

Landing Craft, Control, Mk. I

Landing Craft, Infantry (large).

45" Landing Craft, Mechanized,
Mk. II.

50’ Landing Craft, Mechanized,
Mk. III.

56’ Landing Craft, Mechanized,
Mk. VI

36’ Landing Craft, Personnel
(large). .

36’ Landing Craft, Personnel (with
ramp).

Landing Craft, Personnel (nested).

Landing Craft, Rubber (large).

Landing Craft, Rubber (small).

LCS(L)(3) Landing Craft, Support (large),

Mk. III.

LCS (8) (1) Landing Craft, Support (small),

Mk. L.

LCS (8) (@ Landing Craft, Support (small),

Mk. II.
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