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T-he:- account of combat. operationsiin this teport is




NITED STATES FLEET '

ganizatio of .the Umted States Fleet has L
_ hanged durmg the twere months covered-.'.

n matters of m1htary pohcy con—-__"':-._j
States___ leet“and_the Ofﬁce of fhe_:_'_

contrlbutlons to the conversmn Qf 1slands selzed 4An 'm-
"'h1b10us operatmns into useful bases. for further: att
upon ‘the enemy., Countless shrps and planes have con—;

"ﬁ-j._trlbuted to the safe progress of troops and supphes alon

“Hfar-fAung lmes 'of “communications, The operatlons of_
" these forces, whmh have frequently mvolved bitter .com
: *bat with the enemy, cannot, because of the nature of.thls
: :"'report be further eIaborated upon. . ' :

S '.__:c1ﬁc Area V1ce Adm1ral Krnkard is under the command
“of General of the. Army Douglas MacArthur Commander'
in, Chref of that Area . S

S ea . Frontzers .

On 15 Aprll 1944 a serles of changes in the cornmand_ :

e orgamzatlon of waters along the Pacific .coast of - ‘the:
- United ‘States was made.. The Northwest Sea Fronticr
~which ‘had been .composed of the Northwestern Secto:
'(Oregon and ‘Washington) and the Alaska Sector, was
: -'=_'abohshed ‘The Northwestern Sector was . mcorporated :
"“into the Western Sea Frontier, and the Alaska Sector was "
. established as the Alaskan Sea Frontier (Vice Admlral'._
- wFe i Fletcher, Commander) At the same time the 17th
2 o7 Naval District was created including the Territory “of
:.Alaska ‘and its waters. ‘This change consolidated all sea
: '--'.frontrer and correlated activities on the west coast of the
e Umted States under the Commander, Western Sea Fron:
tier “(Vice Admiral ‘D, W, Bagley), and incidentally
'-:.3_brought the jurisdictional limits of the naval sea frontiers
Yinto eonforrnlf:y with the Army defense orgamzatlons on
the Pacific coast of the United States. . ' :

“On. 8 November 1944, the functions of the Commander,

i "Western Sea Frontler, were greatly enlarged in scope ins
order ‘to_afford more ‘effective logistic support for war
operations ‘of ‘United States forces in the Pacific. On’17
‘November 1944, Admiral R. E. Ingersol] assumed dutres i
[+ a8, “Commander, 'Western Sea Frontzer rehevmg Vice
. '3Admxra1 Bagley.
. 'On'28 November 1944 Vl(!e Adrmral Bagley relreved
Vice Admu‘al R L Ghormley as Commander, Hawauan

: .Sea Frontrer

The:: Phihpplne Sea Frontler (Rear Admlral J i

: "Kauffman, _Commander) was establlshed as'a Separ

command under Commander Seventh Flee_t (Southwe
Pacific Area) on: 13 November 1944 L
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sy ___Admrrai Ingersoll, : Com:

944_, _when reheved

r Fleld Marshal Slr Henry Martland Wllson, at presen

-.Fleld Marshal Alexander of the Brltlsh Army)

Sea Fr omzer 5

.._There are four sea frontrers in the Western Atlantlc

-__':-'I"he ‘Eastern Sea Frontier: (Vice Admlrai H. K. Leary
_'Commander) consists of the ‘coastal waters and adjacent -
--__'-_land areas from the Canadran border to Jacksonville.
"The ‘Gulf Sea Frontler (Rear Admiral . [now :Vice Ad-

_:jmlral] Munroe, Commander, until 17. July 1944, when re-

mm ander 1s an’ admlmstratlve command :

mted States naval forces_ assrgned to:'i_'-. :
U until 14 May 1944, when reheved by Vice Admiral R. C.

: ".'-Glffen) consists of eastern Caribbean and adJacent Iand
_-..-._--and water ‘areas. The Panama Sea Frontier (Rear Ad-
" miral H. C. Train, Commander, until 1 November 1944,
_ __when reheved by Rear Admiral H. C. Kingman) . con-

" sists of western ‘Caribbean waters, -adjacent land areas,
and those waters of the Pacific constituting the western
1 - " approaches to the Panama Canal. The Commander . of
i '-'the Panama Sea Frontier is under the Commanding Gen-
- eral at Panama. The other western Atlantic sea frontier

~“lieved by Rear Admiral W, S. Anderson) consists of the
_ _coastal waters from Jacksonville westward, including the_.- :
. Gulf of Mexico, and adjacent land areas. The Caribbean
‘Sea ‘Frontier (Vice Admiral A. B. Cook, Commander, :

: :"-"commanders are directly under Commander in Chlef

- United States Fleet.

“The Moroccan Sea Frantier (Commodore B. V Mc-

es, Northwest Afrlcan Waters (E1ghth'_-'::-' Candlish, Commander) is under Commander E1ghth

Hew1tt Commander, ;ncludes._' i

Fleet Sl

oS 3Army and Navy combme in amph1b1ous operatlon
“Therefore, the essential element of our dominance over
.+ the Japanese has been the strength of our fleet. The abili-
_' ..ty to move troops from island to island, and to put-them:
-3":ashore agamst opposﬂ:lon,_ls ‘due to the fact ‘that:ou
'_".'_._-command ‘of ‘the ‘sea 'is ‘spreading 'as Japanese navaI_-
o strength thhers As a rough generahzatlon; the War in.
"; 'iEurope is now predommantly an affair of armies, wlu
'--",the ‘war.in the Pacific is still predominantly naval.”

The strategy 1n the Pacrﬁc has been to advance on th

o 'core of ‘the Japanese position from two directions, Und

1ere are tzmes:.-
c range. of naval-__

Navy

" ‘General ‘'of the -Army . MacArthur, a eombmed All
__'_Army-Navy force has.moved north: from the Austral
. region, Under Fleet Admiral Nimitz, a United Sta
i Army»Navy Marine force has moved west from HaWal

The mobile power embodied in the major combatant v
sels of ‘the Pacific Fleet has, sornetlrnes united and sor
trmes separately, eovered operatlons along both routes
advance, and at: the same tu‘ne contalned the Jap_

Int November 1943 Sonth:.;ﬁPaaﬁc forees secured
beachhead_'n Bougamvﬂle,_ i :




_1s pohcy was made possrble by the graduah

xposed" forces beyond the range of naval support
Thxs stratcgy has brought the Navy 1nto combat with

onsiderable drfﬁculty, whrch ‘we. have overcome ‘How-
ver "'as_ we near the enemy 's homeland the problem be~

‘the. 1hpp1nes for example, it was necessary to deal
h the hundred or more Japanese airfields that were

_ facrlrtres are bemg establlshed as raprdly as possrble in
.each'posnt_l_on we: capture there w111 always be a perrod

: of hfe Battleshrps and crursers as Well as
have proved therr worth for this purpose

'he' 'Grlbert -'and Marshall Islands 'had taken the first

‘the amphlbrous attack forces were commanded Tespec-

: '_-I’:wely by Rear-Admiral W. M. Fechteler and Rear Ad-
- “miiral (now Vice Admiral) T. S. Wilkinson. On 20 March_

.battleshlps and destroyers bornbarded Kav1eng, New
'.-Ireland

more than two hundred miles west of Wewak, had ‘a

ncreasmg drsparrty between our own naval POWE" and . habilitation and enlargement. In order to accelerate the

-reconquest of New Guines, it was decided to push far to.
" the northwest, seize the coastal area in the vicinity. of

. -areas. This operation was made possible by the availabil-
. ity of the fast carrier. task force of the Pacific Fleet to: -
“perform two functions, namely to neutralize enemy posi-

" mander Fifth Fleet, a powerful force of the Pacific Fleet,.
“including carriers, fast battleships, cruisers, and .de-:

with shipping as primary target. They sank 3 destroyers_,_’-_'.:
17 freighters, 5 oilers and 3 small vessels, and damaged :

- fields, but they did not entirely stop Japanese air activ-
“ity. At the same time, our aircraft mined the waters

“destroyed or driven off by the combat air patrols. .D_u_r_-_-.'- :

An combat, while the enemy had 114 planes destroyed B
-in combat and 46 on the ground. These attacks were suc-.
*sessful in obtaining the desired effect, and the operation

IIWhrle Fleet Admrral N1m1tz by the capture :

“ings at Tanahmerah Bay and, 30 miles to the eastward,
_at Humboldt Bay trapped the Hollandia au‘strrps srt—'_
- uated 12 miles inland. The third landing, an additional
.+ 90 miles to the eastward at Aitape, provided a diversion.
Llary attack, wiped out an enemy strong point, and won".;

_ ‘cut off and the complete domination of New Guinea by
- j'Alhed forces ‘was hastened The operat1on was under the :

: tain, by Admn‘al W F Halsey s forces on 20 March had
further advanced our holdings. In these two. operatrons

“‘The enemy had concentrated a consrderable force at
_'.Wewak on the northern coast of New Guinea, se_veral_
- hundred miles west of the Huon Peninsula. Hollandia,

~good potential harbor and three airstrips capable of re-

~Aitape and Hollandia, thus by-passing and neutralizing
the enemy’s holdings in the Hansa Bay and Wewak

“tions in the Western Carolines from which attacks rni_ght S
‘be launched against our landing forces or against -our
new bases in the Admiralties and Emiray, and to fur—' :
‘nish close cover for the landing.

_Cm'rter Task Force Attacks on Western Carolirzer

Under command of Admiral R. A. Spruance, Com-

stroyers, attacked the Western Carolines. On 30 and 31 .
March, carrier-based planes struck at the Palau group -

17 additional ships. The planes also bombed the air-:

around Palau in order to immobhilize enemy shipping in -
the area.
- .Part of the force struck Yap and Ulithi on 31 March
‘and Woleai on 1 April. e

Although the carrier aircraft encountered actxve gir
opposition over the Palau area on both days, they quick-
ly overcame it. Enemy planes approached the task force -
on the evenings of 29 March and 30 March but were

‘ing the three days’ operation our plane losses were 25

in New Guinea went forward without opposrtion from
_the Western Carolines. : :

~ Capture and Occupation of Hollandia _ _.

The assault on Hollandia involved a srmultaneous_
three -pronged attack by Southwest Pacific forces. Land-

another airstrip. Approximately 50,000 Japanese' Were-f-_
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“in’ the 'hands of the enemy

“The  Marianas form - part of an . almost contmuou

‘chain of 1slands extendmg 1350 mlles southward “fro
: Z'Tokyo ‘Many -of these 1slands are . small rocky, andi_

valueless from a: mlhtary v1ewp01nt but ‘others prov1d

{ .:a_ series of mutually supportmg airfields ‘and bases,-like::
:.:so rnany steppmg ‘stones, affordmg protected 11nes ~of
airand sea commumcatlons from the home islands of. the'

]apanese ‘Empire through the Nanpo Shoto [Bonin and.

i 'Volcano Islands] and Marianas to Truk; thence to. the
. Bastern Carolines and Marshalls, as well as to the West-’
o ‘ern Carohnes the Phlhppmes and JYapanese-] held terri
“ . tory to the. south and west. Our occupation of the Mari
._anas:'would, therefore, effectively cut these adrmrably'__
:protected lmes ‘of enemy communication, and - g1ve s
'_ *hases from ‘which we ‘could not only control sea. arecas
.."'.-further west in the Pac1ﬁc but also on which we couid:
" base. alrcraft to bomb Tokyo and the home 1slands of_:

: .. the Ernplre

As S001 as essentlal pomts in the Marshall Islands had :

Lo _{'been secured, preparations were made for the Marianas
'-"':operatlon ‘Admiral ‘Spruance, who had . calready con-
- ducted the Gilberts ‘and Marshalls -operations, was in
e '__eommand Amphzblous forces were directly under Vice:
_._-_'::'Adrmral R, K. Turner and the Expeditionary ‘Forces
'; Were - commanded by Lieutenant General Holland M. .
Srmth USMC, ‘Ships were assembled, trained, and loaded -
. at many points in the Pacific Ocean Areas. More than i
e0n vessels ranging from battleships -and axrcraft car- .
" o riers to cruisers, hlgh speed transports and tankers, more :::
'-3:;3 ".than 2,000 alrcraft and some 300,000 Navy, Marine and i
_Army personnel took part in the capture of the Marlanas L

Enemy airbases on Marcus and Wake Islands flanked *

' .--'-'on the north our. approach to the Marianas. Consequent-lj
ol a detachment ‘of ‘carriers, cruisers, and destroyers
: ;-.j'_'from the ‘Fifth Fleet attacked. these islands almost a -
3 _month ‘before ‘the projected landings in order to destroy.
-'.a1rcraft shore installations, and shipping. Carrier plancs

overeame almost all enerny air op---' ::_'::struck ‘Marcus on 19 .and 20 May and Wake on 23 May,

"ﬂ.’le mormng of the 29th and there-"‘ “They - encountered little - opposition and accornphshed'f

their. mISSIOn W1f:h very llght Iosses due to antza:reraft.- '
'__ﬁre S

From about the begmmng of _]une, lancl based ‘air-

i craft from the Admiralties, Green, Emirau and Hollan-
“dia kept ‘enemy bases, ‘especially at ‘Truk, ‘Palay, and
- Yap ‘well neutralized. The fast carriers and bat"leshlps___'
- of the! I‘lfth Fleet, under Vice Admiral Mitscher, pre-
-pared the way for the amphibious assault. Carrier planes”
o __bega_" attacks on:the Marianas on 11 June w1th ‘the .ob-:*
jectof first: destroymg aircraft and ‘air fac1ht1es and e
“‘then concentratmg o1 bombmg shore defenses in prep-
-'aratlon “for - the " commg amphlblous landmgs They-._
_-achleved control of the "air 'over the, Marianas ‘on the -
'Eﬁrst fighter sweep of 11 June .and thereafter attacked"
a1r famhtles, defense mstallatxons, and sh1pp1ng in the':

Imtml Lem’dm gs on. S:upan

: Salpan, the ‘Erst ou}ecuve, was the key'to the }apanese

defenses hamw been in Japanese Haz;d“ rince: World
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battleshrps' crursers and destroyers whlch preceded the

efensrve actlon by as stubborn and tenacmus enemy.
_he strong resrstance at Sarpan coupled w1th the news

e scale actron On 15 June, the very day of the
' ndlngs Admrral Spruance recelved reports that

”'ﬁ-'icalled to rendezvous west of Sarpan, ‘as were ‘also.; man
“: "of the ships deszgnated to gwe fire support to the troo
'._on Saipan. -
."began .The .actions on the 19th consisted of two ai
- “launched from carriers and intended to land for fueling.

' large scale lengthy attack by enemy aircraft on Admiral.

- some 402 enemy planes destroyed out of a total of. 345

to_the Mananas and began to bombard Sar- -

craft unlikely because of the enemy’s large carrier plane

*.20th to locate the Japanese surface ships. Search planes:
""did not make contact until afternoon and, when heavy.
“-strikes from our carriers were sent out, it was nearly sun-

 enemy carriers, 2 destroyers and 1 tanker, and severely'--
“damaged 3 carriers, 1 battleship, 3 cruisers, 1 destroyer
- ‘and 3 tankers. We lost only 16 planes shot down by enemy.
- antiaircraft and fighter planes. Precariously low gasoline
“in our planes and the coming of darkness cut the attack:

~‘lost due to running out of fuel and landing crashes, but ="
_.over 90 per cent of the personnel of planes which made .
. water landings near our fleet were picked up in the darck:
by destroyers and cruisers. The heavy damage inflicted on
“the Japanese surface ships, and prevention of enemy in-

" .a fair price to pay in return.

. searches on the 2lst, planes sent out to attack did not
- tnake contact. Admiral Spruance’s primary mission pre-

-night of the 21st, distance caused the chase to he aban—

- ‘doned. The Battle of the Philippine Sea broke the J apa—

" nese effort to reinforce the Marianas; thereafter, the cap-
“ture and occupation of the group went forward wrthout
.. serious threat of enemy interference.

© . Baipan continued as bitterly as before. Between 15__a_nd
20 June the troops pushed across the southern portion of

- -the island, gaining control of two enemy airfields. During
- - the next fen days, from the 21st to the 30th, the rough:
_ventral section around Mount Tapotchau was captured'
some of the fast carrler., and battleshlps Were_ : The Japanese, _explortmg the terrain, resisted with ma-;
sed to the Westward to meet th1s threat other car- ..
: 16 Jur " “other almost maccessuble positions. This: central part-of

m and h1eh1 era Durmg thlS strlke ‘to the . the island ‘was cleared of organized resistance, and the
'w d our carrier. planes destroyed enemy planes in o+
n :the ‘ground, and set fire ‘to buildings,
mmunition and fuel_dumps thus temporarlly neutrahz~ P

] 'a'_s'"ic'é‘;, and freeing our: forces. from attack
enemy a1rcraft eommg from ‘the Bonins and Volcanoes.
‘The: forces employed in ‘the northward strxke were 1€

‘On .19 June the engagement w1th the Japanese ﬂeet

battles over Guam with Japanese planes, ev1dent1y

~and arming on the fields of Guam and Tinian, and a

'Spruance’s ships. The result of the day’s action -was’

sgen, as against 17 American planes Tost and minor dam—_
-age to 4 ships. Rt
With further air attacks against Saipan by enemy axr—-.

losses, and with its basic mission thus fulfilled, our fleet -
‘headed to the westward hoping to bring the _}apanese:
fleet to action. Air searches were instituted early on ‘the!

-set. The enemy was so far to the westward that our air.at
tacks had to be made at extreme range. They sank 2

short. Our pilots had difficulty in locating their carrirs =
and many landed in darkness. A total of 73 planes were

terference to operationg at-Saipan, made these losses

The enemy continued retiring on the night of the ZOth :
and during the 21st. Although his fleet was located by

cluded getting out of range of the Marianas, and on the

Congquest of Saipan

Durmg the major fleet engagement, land ﬁghtmg on

chine guns, small arms and light mortars from caves and

last stage of the battle commenced. By 1 July, the 2nd.
Marine Division had captured the heights overlookmg-
Garapan and Tanapag Harbor on the west coast, while







| oss .the narrow channel to the southward of

: _from transports at 0740 on. the 24th They met only hght
: rifle and. mortar fire, and secured a ﬁrrn beachhead Like:
" 'Saipan ‘and Guam “Tinian presented a difficult terrain
_'.-_"problem, ‘but. enemy resistance was much less stubborn
[ 2" “than on the other islands. On 1 August the 1sland was
~declared secure, and the assault and occupatlon phase
: :ended on the 8th. -

3 'constant close support to the ground troops. In addrtlon

“on 4 and 5 August units of the fast carrier task force vir-]

o -'.tualiy wiped out a Japanese convoy, and raided airfields

cage to the enemy was 11 ships sunk, 8 ships. damagea,:
R -and 13 axrcraft destroyed our losses were 16 pIanes S

west Pacific forces under General of the Army MacAr—;
5 '--_the north coast of New Guinea, These operations were'-':
“undertaken to deny the Japanese air and troop move-

ments in western New Guinea and approaches from the.

“cific, thus securing our flank. Unlike the Hollandia op-.
“eration, which was supported by carriers and battle-

B shxps larger than heavy cruisers.
- ther operations to the westward, an unopposed landing .
.ara, on the mainland of Dutch New Guinea, about 70

. -destroyers, transports and miscellancous landing craft.
" ‘landed the 163rd Regimental Combat Team reinforced.™

 ‘shore movements to the Wakde Islands on 17 and 18 =

“made on Biak Island, beginning on 27 May. The attack
‘force, under the command of Rear Admiral Fechteler,-':
:-composed of cruisers, destroyers, transports and landing
. ‘craft, departed Humboldt Bay on the evening of 25 May:
and arrived off the objective without detection. Initial:

1man was taken by troops who had already .

. subsequently the landing force encountered stiff resist-

" ‘ance in the move toward the Biak airfields. Air support

Croand bombardment were furnished by B-24’s, B-25%s and .

A 20's, while fighter cover was provided by planes frorn :

- our ‘bases at Hollandia and Aitape. 2

'trenched in caves commanding the coastal road to the:
. airstrips, .continued stubborn resistance and seriously.:
‘ retarded the scheduled development of the air facilities

'duct"d'-at n ht and the enem 'was sur~ :_1_:f0r_w}ri_c_h the operation had beea undertaken. Further-

ocatlon of our land T : :
nd 4th Mar1 ] '.;Divrsxons landed in: amph1b10us vehlcles

Throughout this period, surface and air units prowded

“and installations in the Bonin and Volcano Islands. Dam—

PROGRESS ALONG NEW GUINEA COAST

Before and during the Marianas operations, South-

thur engaged in a series of amphibious landings along’

southwest to our lines of communication across the Pa-:

ships of the Fifth Fleet, they involved the use of no'

Occupation of the Wakde Island Area

“In order to secure airdromes for the support of fur-.

was made on 17 May 1944 by U. 8. Army units at Ar-

miles west of Hollandia. Under command of Captain
‘(now Rear Admiral} Noble, a naval force of cruisers,”

Extending their beachhead on D-day along the coast.
from Toem to the Tor River, the troops made shore-to+

May. By 19 May, all organized enemy resistance on i
the Wakde Islands had ceased. :

Occnpatmn of Biak Island

Because of the need for a forward base from whrch_i
to operate heavy bombers, an amphibious assault was .

enemy oppos1tmn was weak and quickly overcome, but.j.'

.“After the initial landing on Biak Island, the enemy, en




: .Adrmral W T Halsey, Jr Commander Th1rd F]eet 5
3commanded the: operations . in .the Westem Carolme
‘Additions: fo. the ‘Pacific - Fleet from ‘new constructxon :
made a ven l_arger force available to strike the Western
Caroling 1an’ the  Marianas. Nearly 800 vessels ‘par-

c1pated Vice; Admiral Wilkinson commanded the joint
exped1t10nary forces whlch conducted lanclmg operatlons
Ma}or General g0 ‘€. Smith, USMC, ‘was_ ‘Commander
XDE tlonary Troops, and VICG Adm1ra1 Mrtscher was’ o
gain: commander ‘of the fast carrier. force. Troops em-i
ployed ‘included the st Marme D1v1s10r1 and__the 813t

rmy Infantry Dwxsmn o :

ear Adm1ral' (now
attack group -a

er Tasla Force

.;ZPrror'to the. landmgs in the Western Carohnes wrd
ﬂung air and surface 'strikes were made to, chvert and de-
stroy Japanese forces which rmght ‘have' mterfered o
Between 31 August and 2 September, planes from the: -
fast: carriers bombed and strafed Chichi Jima, Haha _]1ma
nd Iwo Jlmar Cruisers | and _destroyers bombarded Ch
chl Jlma and Iwo. ]lma They destroyed 46 pIanes inthe
airand on the . ground sank at least.6 sh1ps, and ‘dam-
aged mstaﬂatxons, a1rﬁelds and supply dumps. Qur forees
lost 5 aircraft: On the 7th and: 8th-' .planes from the same*_f;
carriers attacked Yap Island S
'_Slmultaneously, other groups of fast ‘carriers devote

th_ it attention to the Palau Islands where the first Wes
ern Carohnes Iandmgs Were to take place. In attacks

Pr el;mz?zm ry Stukes by Fast Cm

"the Celebes, and - ’falaud on 14- 15 September On the;'-i:.




:WESTERN CAROLINES OPERATION

days of: surface' ombe_rdm_ nt: and au‘ bombmg preceded '

the landing on

perat__ n had been cap—
the ; ap d 'onquest of ‘the. southern portxon

.1 unﬁre d___pers d and destroye
ZHnemy forces had been surrounded by 26

The 81st Infantry Division went ashore on Angaur_
Island, six miles south of Peleliu, on 17 September. Fire

. support ships and aircraft had previously prepared the
‘way for the assault transports, Beach conditions here

were more favorable than at Peleliu. Opposition alse was

- -less severe, and by noon of 20 September the entire is-
“land had been averritn, except for one knot of resmtance_-

in rough country. Prompt steps were taken to develop

a4 heavy bomber field on Angaur. Part of the 8Ist Divi-

sion went to Peleliu on 22 September to reinforce the lst ;

: '-_'.Marme Division, which had suffered severe casua1t1es

“The southern Palau Islands offered no protective an

_ fchorage Before the landings of the 15th, mine SWeepers .
‘had been clearing the extensive mine fields in Kossol

Roads, a large body of reef-enclosed water 70 .miles

-north of Peleliu. Part of this area was ready for an a

chorage ‘on 15 September, and the next day seaplane

" tenders entered and began to use it as a base for air-
~ecraft operation. It proved to be a reasonably satlsfactor ;
'roadstead where ships could lie while waiting . call iy

- Peleliu for unloading, and where fuel, stores and am-

- munition could be replenished.

“Marine troops from Peleliu landed on Ngesebus Is—.

".land just north of Peleliu, on 28 September, by a shore—
to-shore ‘movement. The light enemy opposition “was

overcome by the 29th. Later several small 1siands in the

' :vn:unty were occupled as outposts.

‘No landing was made on Babelthuap, the Iargest of :

: '._-’the ‘Palau group, It was heavily garrisoned, had rough
ferrain, would have required a costly . operatlon, and o
'_'-:'fered no favorable airfield sites or other particular a
- vantages, From Peleliu and Angaur. the rest of the Pala
. rgroup is bemg dominated, and the enemy ground forces
-::on the other 1slands are kept neutrahzecl




nlhal.plans.for TE~ entry mto the Phrhppmes mtended_-
se curing Morotal asa steppmg stone with’ a view to land-
ings: by the: Seventh Amphrhrous_Force ‘on ‘Mindanao
some trme in’ ‘November: The decision to: accelerate the.
by making: the 1n1t1a1 landlngs on Leyte in: the. ;
ntra1 _Philippines was reached in. middle September__
when the Third _FIeet air “strikes ‘disclosed the Telative .’
weakness of .enemy ‘air opposition. ‘It was dec1ded o
seize Leyte Island and_.the contmgent waters on ; 20 Oc-700
tober and thus secyre airdrome sites and extensive harbor '
and. naval base facilities. "'The east coast of Leyte of-'.'_i
fered certaln obvlous advantages for! amphlblous land-
ings. It had a free’ undefended approach from ‘the east;:
sufﬁment anchorage area, and good access to the remam-._ :
der. of ‘the central 1slands in that it commanded the ap- -
roaches o Sur1gao Strait. Moreover, the pos1t,1on by~
passed and isolated large Japanese forces in Mindanao. -
The accelerated timing of . the’ operatlon and choice -of
the: east coast for landrng requzred however, the ac-
iceptance of one ser1ous dlsadvantage-—the Tainy season o
'Most of : the lslands in the Phlhppmes are mountamous_
and - durmg ‘the northeast ‘monsoon, from ‘October to
March, land ‘areas on the east srdes of the mountams
'have torrentlal raing, : i
. Forces. under General of the Arrny MacArthur carrred =
out the landlngs in the Phihppme Islands For this pur-"
"'pose many transports, fire support shlps and escort car--
v riers were temporarily transferred ‘from the Pacific Fleet
7 to the Seventh Fleet whrch is. a part of the Southwest i
Pacific cornmand : o
7 The Central Phlllppme Attack Force, composed of
Seventh Fleet units, . greatly augmented by Pacific Fleet " |
| '_'-forces, was under the command of Vice Admiral Thomas g
B '_C ‘Kinkaid. This large force was chvrded into the North-
"' ern Attack Force (Seventh Amphibious Force, Rear Ad- |
miral [now Vice Admlral] Barbey commandmg) and the
__._Southern Attack Force (Thn"d Arnphzbrous Force, Vice -
‘. Admiral. Wllkmson commandmg), plus surface and air .
. .cover ‘groups, ﬁre ‘support, bombardment, ‘mine sweep--"
ing. ‘and supply.groups. It compnsed a total of more than
650, sh:ps, mcludmg batt}eshrps, cruisers, destroyers de—"'__ﬂ
' 'stroyer escorts, escort carriers, transports, cargo ships,

peratrons in Decemb_er _1943:_.the .-_de'.— i
LTON was torpedoed::and SUnk by _'landlng craft, mine craft, and. supply . vessels Four army

S d1v1s1ons were to be landed on D-day. -
: The Th1rd Fleet; operatlng under Adrmral Halsey, was
_"to cover.! and support the! operat1on by :air strikes over-;-_g
" .'-"Formosa, Luzon :and the Visayas, to. prov1de protectlon 3
for the: landlng agalnst heavy units ‘of the Japanese ﬂeet i
and. to. destroy enemy vessels When opportumty offered )

positron toﬂank Aany:
"p1 es. Tt was trmed_ _
usly | with _the eizure. of :Palau: by Pacific
rces. Oni1s Sep _mber 1944, an amphll:u

he_ Ptnhppmes :From waters E i)
__he first arrler attack of the

' ":elzmmm}f Stnkes by Fast . Can;e: Task Fa:ce

B Preparatory strlkes to obtam 1nformation on mstalla»
'trons ~and ‘to: destroy a:r and surface strength whlch;;g
_'rmght-hmder ‘our success in the Ph111pp1nes, lasted from
9_to 20: October SIEEE
'While a cruiser- destroyer task group bombarded and
amaged 1nsta11atrons on Marcus ‘Island ‘on 9. October
-sh1ps ‘of the fast carrier forces were approachmg the Nan-
: hoto [Ryukyu Islands] Long range | :search- planes
.submarlnes “ran mterference” for the force a’ctack-
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orps were 'landed as’ scheduled on the mornmg of 20
;iThe: landlngs were made wrthout dlfﬁcultyand
were - ntrrely successful. ‘Our. troops were established in’
the ‘central Phlhppmes ‘but it remained for the’ naval§
forces to protect our. rap1dly expandmg beachheads from
.attack by -seaand air, o

o In the amphlblous phase of the Leyte operatxon, _YMS§
70 sank in a storm during the -approach and the tug 8O-
OMA and: LCI (L) 1065 were sunk by enemy . action.
The: destroyer ROSS struck a mine ‘on 19 Qctober: and
; 1ght crulser HON OLULU was serlously damaged by

j; Battl.e for Leyte Gulf

The Leyte Iandmgs were challenged by J apanese navali
forces. deterrmned to_ drive us from the area. Between 23
and 26 October a series of major. surface and air. engage—:
ments took place with far reachmg ‘effect. These engage—‘
[ - ments,. ‘which have been. designated the. Battle for Leyte
s Gulf) culrnmated in three almost simultaneous naval’ ac-a
tlons the Battle of Surigao Strait, ‘the Battle off Samar,
and the Battle off . Cape Engafio, They mvolved the bat-=
-'tlesh1ps, carriers, and escort carriers, cruisers, destroyers
“and destroyer escorts of the Third and Seventh Fleets_
as well as PT boats and subrnarmes B 2
: jThree énemy forces were “involved. One of these re~
ferred to hereinafter ias the Southern Force,’ approached
Leyte through ‘Surigao Strait and was destroyed there.
by Seventh Fleet units on the mght of 24-25. October A
e -second or: CentraI Force, passed through San Bernardmo
j.__Stralt in: splte ‘of previous air attacks by Thll‘d Fleet
“carrier, planes and attacked Seventh Fleet escort carriers
off Samaron the mormng of the 25th, Flnally, a Northem
'.":Force approached the Ph:hppmes from the dxrect:on of
] apan and was attacked and most of it destroyed by the

On the early mormng of 23 October two submarmes,
;3'__"_DARTER and DACE, in the narrow channel between
*Palawan and the Dangerous Ground to the westward dlS-
_covered ‘the Central Force, then composed of 5 battle-:
: _"shrps 10 heavy cruisers, 1 or.2 light cruisers, -and about
419 destroyers These submarines promptly . attacked re-.
_-portlng four torpedo hits in éach of three heavy cruisers,’
“two.of whzch were sunk -and the thrrd heav:ly damaged
: DARTER whlle maneuvermg into, pos1t10n fora subse—.
_:"quent attack grounded ‘on a reef in the: mrddle of the!
"'-'channel and had to be’ destroyed after her - crew had<
een removed ‘Other: contacts Were made later in the day
n: Mmdoro Strait and oﬂ the approach to Mamla Bay.,'?
esultmg in' damage to an. enemy heavy cruiser.: 3 a
' On the 24th carrier planes located and reported the
Central ‘Force (in the S:buyan Sea) ‘and the Southern |
ree - (proceedlng through the’ Sulu ‘Sea) * sufficiently |
'-early to _permit . aircraft ‘from  Vice. Admlrai Mltschers
fast: carrlers 1o 1nﬂ1ct substant1a1 damage i
i The thlrd enemy force, the: Northern, _w not located
“and reported until 'so late on the afternoon.of - the 24th.
: s could not belaunched against it-until'the next |
moriing __=Wh11e these ‘searches ‘and ‘strikes “were  being!
3 de, the ‘n rthernmost of our. fast carrier task BCOUPS .
as su jected 10, constant attacks by enerny Iand based§




y hours of 25 October 7 ships (2
ruiser and 4 destroyers) advanced

. conld operi fire, The heavy cruiser . and one destroyer
- escaped, but the cruiser was sunk on the 26th by our
- planes. Other ships of the Southern Force which did not
- ‘engage .in the night battle were either later sunk or
badly damaged by aircraft attack., In the night actlon
‘the destroyer ALBERT W. GRANT was severely dam-
aged by gunfire; our other ships suffered no damage. "

Batile off Samar

_ Throughout the 24th the Third Fleet carriers launched
sirikes against the Central Force which was heading for
San Bernardino Strait. This force consisted of 5 battle- .

* ships, 8 cruisers and 13 destroyers. As they passed through

Mindoro Strait and proceeded to the eastward, our planes ::

launched vigorous attacks which sank the new battleship ..
MUSASHI—pride of the Japanese Navy, 1 cruiser and -

1 destroyer, and heavily damaged other units, including
the battleship YAMATO, sister ship of MUSASHI, .
with bombs and torpedoes. In spite of these losses and :
damage which caused some of the enemy ships to turn =
back, part of the Central Force continued doggedly
through San Bernardino Strait and moved southward "
uncbserved off the east coast of Samar. Our escort-car-: -
riers with screens, under the command of Rear Admiral
T.- L. Sprague, were dispersed in three groups to the -
eastward of Samar, with the mission of maintaining pa- .
trols and supporting ground operations en Leyte. Short-.

iy after daybreak on 25 October the Japanese Central

Force, now composed of 4 battleships, 5 cruisers and 11 :
destroyers, attacked the group of escort carriers com-
manded by Rear Admiral C. A, F. Sprague. A running -

fight ensued as our lightly armed carriers retired toward

'Leyte Gulf.

—official U, §. Navy Photo

: BATTLE FOR 1] YTE GULF
_YAMATO recelvmg two bomb hits from a Third Fleat
carrier dive bomber, 25 October 1944 '




probably sank 2 heavyi u1sers and a hght cru:ser, :
the :bow off a: destroyer, and damaged 4 ba’ctlesbrps and-'

Th1rd Fleet reached'the scene of actron after'the' enemy :
had: re~entered San. Bernardmo Strait However, theyen

'-_coun'cered a straggler on the 26th; whrch ‘was promptly_._

sunk ‘This straggler was 1dent1ﬁed as elther a crmse

: -or"destroyer

& ‘0n 26 October a1rcraft frorn Thrrd Fleet carrlers at

3 -tacked the retrrmg Japanese forces again, domg further-
i damage to the survrvmg battleshlps By the end ‘of that
'_':day, the. Battle for Leyte ‘Gulf was over and the: three.'
:_-enemy forces were either. destroyed or had retreated out
~of; range of our shlps and planes ‘Thus the major. Japa-'

se ‘threat to our initial: Phrhppme landing -was averted -

.-.a'n'd the enemys total ‘surface’ power severely crrppled
'-The losses of our: ’I‘h1rd Fleet:in the actron amounted to:
:'40 planes in combat m addrtron ‘to the 11ght carrrer..

Novembe: Cmue: Task Force S‘mkes

g Wh1Ie part of the fast carner task force retired to fuel_

" “and reprovision at forward. bases, ‘the remainder con

- :.' tinued in action in support of the Leyte campaign, Dur-

d hefore d_aWn Taunched
att 'k he nemy __ hroughout most of: 25 Oc-i

“ing this perlod the fast carrier task force was commanded .
‘o by Vice :Admiral J. 8, “MecCain. On 27 October planes.
o wfrom carriers bombed and strafed a crurser and -a de
."stroyer off | Mmdoro

No “major . navaI actrons developed durmg the re—-"

-:"-';mamder of 1944, but the Third Fleet was constantly ac
“itivein prov1d1ng ‘vigorous support for the operations in:
' _--ithe Southwest Pacific Area. Aithough Japanese installa
__.tlons in: the Phrhppmes and ‘to the. northward had been :
=2 'heavily damaged by.the September and October strdces :
-"_"_'_fthey were not destroyed On 2 November cnemy. planes’
: '-'attacked -a carrier. task group of the ;’I‘h:rd Fieet and al
“though 10 of the ‘Japanese arrcraft were. shot .down, sev
eral; Shlps were damaged and some personnel casualtres:

reTe suffered e :

Carrrer alrcraft of: the Thrrd Eleet struck at Mamla_'
and the. airfields in the vicinity on 5 and 6 November
They. destroyed 439 pianes sank a cru1ser a destroyer_
a destroyer escorty @ uhmarme chaser an 011er, 2 trans-;

-_:ports and a freigl er ‘well as. damagmg 44 vessels.’
They hit numerous ground mstallatlons and destroyed--'

railroad | facilities: -
On 11 November planes from the fast carrlers attacke__ ;

: 'and destroyed a ]apanese convoy entermg Ormoc Bay on:

the west: coast of Leyte Island. They sank 4 transports :
estroyers and ‘1 destroyer . ‘escort; and shot -down 13’
Yy alrcraft 'I‘h1s effeetwely ended one ma]or ats

: te'.' pt by the .enemy. to reinforce hrs Leyte garnson

Another ‘two-day series’ ‘of strikes o Luzon by arr

eraft: from_the fast. carrrers occurred on 13 and 14No

yember. Antla1rcraf fire’ over the targets was lrght (
e_ﬁrst_ day, but 1ncreased the second Carrler alrcraft.;




He: southwest coast of Mmdoro Island near]y 300 rmles
a hwest of Leyte. m order to sexze the San Jose area

ted the enemy to expect further landings in that ‘area;

2 When we by passed southern Luzon and landed on ‘the
_ '.'south and southeast coast of Lingayen Gulf on 9 _]an—
B --'uary. the enemy was again taken by surprise. '

' area roughly the size of Virginia, is generally mountain-
""" pus, but is cut by two large valleys. The central plain,
-extendmg from Lingayen to Manila Bay—about 100
. miles long and from 30 to 50 miles wide—contains Ma—;
. nila, the capital, the major concentration of the popula—.
.. tion and wealth, numerous airfields, and a network of
-~ roads and railways. Prompt seizure of this area would
.. strike at the heart of the enemy defenses in the Phil-

- ippines, provide bases for the support of further 0pera-:_
.'. tions against the Japanese, and deny the enemy the free-:
-._.dom of the South China Sea. The most vulnerable part’
"of the central plain is at Lingayen, where the low lahd_'
- ‘does not offer the same opportunities for clefense as do_-.
.~ the appreaches to Manila Bay. :

: 'mu_'al Kinkaid, under the over-all command of Gene;‘al i
-of the Army MacArthur, was composed of Seventh___
-. Fleet units largely augmented by Pacific Fleet forces,

*into the Lingayen Attack Force (Vice Admiral Wilkin-:
“son .commanding), the San Fabian Attack Force (Vice: !
-~Admiral Barbey commanding), a reinforcement group
“{Rear Admiral Conolly commanding), a fire support and
;bombardment group (Vice Admiral Oldendorf com-:"

- *Admiral Berkey and Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin re--
) spectively commanding). The Luzon Attack Force was

. 6th United States Army (Lmutenant General Walter.-'_-_
“-Krueger commanding) to assist in the selzure and de- i
velopment of the Lingayen area. P

B :'Wlth its fast carrier task force commanded by Vice Ad- .

. Bhoto. Complete surprise was attained in attacks on .
- Formosa and the southern Nansei Shoto on 3 and 4.

- favorable weather conditions somewhat reduced the toll .
-of enemy ships, planes and facilities destroyed. Luzon:
Cwwas hit 6 January, with the zone of operations extending
~“-southward to the Manila Bay arca in order to give spe-"
" cial ‘attention to encmy airfields. Overcast weather pre-.
- vented blanketing of the northern Luzon fields, and the -
‘attack was consequently renewed on the 7th. T

destroyer put out from Manila Bay, and was sunk. by
~our ‘escorting destroyers, There was, however, intensive’
i _"alr attack both ‘during the passage and the prehmmary :

of ‘the escort carrier OMMANEY BAY, the fast mine -
. sweepers LONG HOVEY and PALMER and cons1den

L{lﬂdﬁfl gs at Lm g:zyerz Gnl f

The mld-December carrier strikes on Mamla Bay had

.7Luzon, the largest of the’ Ph:hppme Islands, w1th an

“The Luzon Attack Force, commanded by Vice. Ad-. :

and numbered more than 850 ships. This was divided

mandmg) and surface and air covering groups (Rear___-:

to transport, put ashore and support elemments of the. ..

The Third Fleet, operating under Admiral Haisey, :

miral McCain, was to cover and protect the operation
by -air strikes over Lazon, Formosa and the Nans_e_i__-."

January. There was little airborne opposition, but un-:.

- Landings in Lingayen Gulf were scheduled for 9 Jan- -
uary. During the passage of the attack force to Lingayen.
there -was no enemy surface opposition. One Japanese -

operatlons in ngayen ‘Gulf, which resulted in the loss' v




sllght pposrtlon, _whlie ﬁghter sweeps and searches were'
ade to Amoy, Swatow, ‘Hong Kong and. Haman Poor

I 1 'destroyed' Extensnre destruction . was lin-
lcted on docks, refineries and the naval 'station in the_.’
Hong Kong area, wh1le huge 011 ﬁres were. sterted at::

_ _Forrnosa and the southern Nanse1 Shoto. were agalnf.‘f
~attacked ‘on 21 ‘January under favorable weather con-
__'-_dltlons Heavy damage was . mﬂmted on .aircraft, ship- "
ping, docks ‘and the industrial :area at Takao, On the .
s _follow:ng day. Okmawa in the Nanse1 Shoto was struck. |
' The destruction of - enemy aircraft and airfield facilities
‘in.all these strikes led to a marked lessening of japanese
air ef‘fort agamst the Luzon assault forces : g

O per rztfons A gamst Mmula

g the remamder of january, General Of the
Army MacArthurs troops pressed steadﬂy sout}mzerd;__‘E
from ngayen Gqu down the central plam To accelerate :




o _Areas in posmons from Whlch contmumg asr attacks-
_-__eoaid be made" ‘against the Volcano and Bonin Islands g
i and - from which long-range -bombers could operate
6gainst Z'Ja'pan.""I_‘o operate with the greatest .'effeetive
_;3- -ness and a minimum of losses, long-range bombers should
. “be provided with fighter support. Iwo Jima in the Vol-
- 'cano Islands, 750 miles from Tokyo, provided three sites
v for airfields, -and was admirably situated for. the: es—_
B tabhshment of a fighter base for supporting Marxanas

- _based B-29’s operating over the home islands of the Em—_

~ipire, The possession of Iwo Jima would alsa permit{
'.'-_medxum bombers to attack Japan, deprive the enemy of:
“an important aerial lookout station,-and reduce hlS a1
[ iattacks on our Marianas bases. :

Mine: sweepers _began clearmg Mamla Bay On the 15th

_ X -_the channel between Corregldor and Marweies.
n eonslderably Iess than two months from the initial

Ain’: progress 1n Wthh forces of the Seventh Fleet Were
'part1c1pat1ng On the 28th the last day covered by :this

e east:' coast of Palawan An: amphﬂ:uous attack

rom_the Netherlands East Indles

' February a’ force'of hght crursers'and destroyers ,. o

com anded by Rear Adrmral Berkey, commenced apre- -
the command of Admiral Spruance, Commander Fifth"

. - Fleet. Vice Admiral Turner was in over-all command of :
r'_'the ‘amphibious forces, and the Expeditionary Forces __
" were. commanded by Lieutenant General Holland . M
whlle_the bombardment of _Corregador and the mine
i i - *commanded the Fifth Amphibious Corps; Major General :
.. Clifton B. Cates, USMC, the 4th Marine Division; Major--
‘- General Keller E. Rockey, USMC, the 5th Marine Di
- wision; and Major General Graves B, Erskine, UUSMC
_'.the 3rd Marine Division. The fast carrier task: force, .
“-operating in support of the assault, was once more com i

- ‘manded by Vice Admiral Mitscher.

- severe. Iwo Jima had been heavily fortified by the Japa-
. 'nese over a period of many years because it is the only:
island in this strategically important group which lends
_itself to construction of airfields. As the island is only®
five miles long and less than two miles wide, the enemy.
:could cover the whole shoreline with artillery and ma-

landing beaches. There was no opportunity for maneuver
10 select an undefended landing place, and hence there :
-.could be no surprise once we had begun reduction of the

had to be made for the most intensive ground fighting
~yet encountered in the Pacific, Landing forces of 60,000
" Marines, put ashore by a naval force of more than 800
"ships, manned by approximately 220,000 naval person-
“‘nel, are evidence of the scale of the attack and the de-
“termination of opposition expected. R

.. Preliminary Air-Surface Attacks on Iwo _]_z_'tgz_zz_:'::-

_dmlral R S ngg_s bombarded Puerto Prmcesa,' _ ' _
-Iwo Jima was subjected to air attacks and surface ._bpm;_

- “bardments, which increased in frequency and intensity
" from December 1944 onward, Planes from the fast. car-
_rier task force struck the island on 15, 16, 24 June,
‘4 July, 4-5 August and 31 August-2 September; on. 4
-'_:July and 2 September bombardment by surface sh1ps

ases that w111 ass1st in: hmdermg enerny water

'_ o contmumg unti! 0100 on the 12th, cruisers and destroy—:
7 ers commanded by Rear Admiral A, E, Smith bombarded-

“lations. There was moderate shore battery fire durmg the}
ofirst part of the bombardment, but none of our sh1ps
:suffered damage. Numerous explosions were seen and
L several large ﬁres were started. o :

‘The operations for the capture of Iwo Jlma were unde :

Smith, USMC. Major General Harry Schmidt, USMC,"

It was anticipated that enemy resistance would be._

chine gun fire and could concentrate on the only two .

major defenses of the island. Consequently preparations

. For seven months prior to the February 1945 _a's__sau'l_t','

was carried out.
", Beginning just before midnight on 11 November and

Iwo Jnna, making special efforts to damage air: mstaL:




ory W damaged -and the Musashme _Tama and Tachl—
gawa 'englne plants were heavrly bombed ] fols}
-pletion _of the' 17 February strrke, the fast. ‘carrier: task
force retired towards Iwa Jima ‘to glve more dli‘ﬂCt sup-_ﬁ':g
port: of the'Ian i 'g_operatlons R S

--;L:ma’.rnqs on. Iwo ]rma

After three days of. mtenswe bombardment by surface_ :
.shlps of ‘the Fifth Fleet and bombrng by Navy carrier.:
and - Army shore ‘based planes, the. 4th ‘and 5th Mar1ne':§
D1v1s1ons began landmg opérations at 0900, 19 February,
on the southeast shore of. Iwo Jima,: ThlS bombardment
'nd_bombmg made initial Oppos1t1on ‘light, except for_';g
some ‘mortar: and ‘artillery fire -at LST's :and -boats, but,
_._resmtance rapldly developed in 1nten31ty durmg the day g
'The enemy was soon laying down a devastating curtain -
_' “of artlllery, rocket and mortar fire .on the beaches, and
“the Temainder of the day saw bitter ﬁghtmg as the Ma-__
rmes mched ahead agamst determined resistance from
.'-'heawly fortrﬁed posmons. The troops who came ashore_".;

“the Bomn._IsIands, as ;.some of the most modern weapons ‘that the enemy has’-".f
onS }anuary 1945 by ._-.._-employed in ‘the. present war ~The defendmg garrison,
- estimated “at 20,000 was emplaced in’an . interlocking..-
- system-of caves, prllboxes and blockhouses, with both the -
CEuns on’ Mount Suribachi (at the southern tip of the '
" island) ‘and i in ‘the high northern area commanding - the'_ﬁg
y . Marines” positions,  the beaches and the sea approaches.
: : -_'_'By ‘the  end ‘of ‘the first day, the Marines had advanced
_ tlon wrth Strateglc Arr Force:'-. - across the width of the island at its narrow southwestern
the' lst_Bomber Command Air _'._’;_'t1p, lsolatmg the Japanese on Mount Suribachi from the'__:;
~-main enemy forces in the north.
" :During the. early mormng hours of 20 February, an
_enemy counterattack was broken up by the 27th Marines; - .
by the end, of the day our troops had captured Motoyama
__Alrﬁeld No. 1. S
SR Desperate ﬁghtlng contmued durlng the thu‘d day by .f
-1800 more than 1200 Japanese dead had been counted, :
R '_ “and one had been captured “The 3rd Marine Dw1sron_' |
i landed, as reserves and ‘moved into line ‘between the
'.j:'?4th and 5th Divisions. Although enemy air strength was
v generally. hght it succeeded in sinking the escort carrier -+
" BISMARCK SEA. During the night of 21-22 February, i
-'-';the enemy counterattacked again -:and again, but -each
assault “was “hurled . back “The following morning the.
.:_:Marmes renewed the. attack by noon ‘they were ad- :
-3-vanc1ng slowly under adverse weather conditions, knock- ;
- ing ‘out’ enemy strongpomts “During the afternoon the
enemy. counterattacked agam, exerting maximum pres—'_' !
sure on both flanks of the Marine spearhead which was
pointed toward Motoyama Airfield No. 2; the attack was :
repulsed ‘with ‘heavy ‘losses to the. enemy.
o Seadann = The southern part .of Motoyama Alrﬁeld No..2 was'__
Japan under cover of weather - occupied on 23 February, Simultaneously -other. troops |
nemy alr operations our forces_"- :-..stormed the steep slopes of ‘Mount Sur1bach1 capturmg
' “the summit and. winning gun positions which commanded |
Stihe 1sland At 1035 the 28th: Marine Reglment horsted :
- the Umted States ﬂag over the extlnct vo]cano The cap-- :

'and art1llery ﬁre whlch had been dlrected agamst our.'- :
troops on the prevrous days whlle mortar ﬁre from__




~-Qfiicial . 5. Navy Photo

R IWO JIMA LANDINGS
Lan mg craft approaehmg the beach 19 February 1945

naval gunﬁre _ Unloadmg ontlnued on the beaches roads

1_ COﬂdlthﬂ. o .
es of the three lelSlOnS spear~
“had 'captured approxmlately half . of
: 1rﬁe1d No.2, and were

roekets bazooka type_

ockz'ng Underground strong—
old On ‘one ﬂank_ alone 100

_ spottmg ‘planes ‘were. operatz g from Moto~
A ﬁ_ldN

k nemy s ﬁre .

apivi:S

power and llowed _ freer supply ﬁow on the beaches. The

d :hﬁ Ot

:the Shlps of the task force suffered no damage durmg the'
-attack; -but minor damage was inflicted upon two 11ght :
. units during retirement. -

‘On 1 March 1944 our forces were in the Marshaﬂ Is-_ i

. .lands and Northeast New Guines. On 1 March 1945 they "

were estabhshed in Iwo Jima, 750 miles from Tokyo. :

CONTINUIN G OPERATIONS

In addition to the great battles and the major com-'.'_-

bats, there were many vital continuing operations against

“the Japanese in the Pacific. Although less ‘spectacular,

_they were none the less significant in ‘exerfing pressure on

_ the enemy at every possible point, These activities, with

the exception of those by submarines, took place in areas

" where campaigns had dlready been fought and where the

" : 1 - ';-frmts of those campaigns were now capitalized on, B P
ut the Marmes were estabhshed on lngh -

vorabie posmons and bases gained from the enemy be-'

. came pomts of attack on. h1s more remote holdlngs.

‘Nor tbem Pacific

From bases in the Aleutians our air and surface forces_

-'-Ikept up a constant attack on Japanese positions.in the . -
"/ 'northern and central Kurile Islands. In spite of chromcal-_
- 1y bad weather, Army and Navy planes flew both attack

and photographm issions to the Kuriles many times

: each month. They not only observed Japanese activity,
but. also destroyed important installations, supply dumps_ :
“and shlppmg units. A task force of cruisers and destroyers

jeommanded by the late Rear Admiral E, G Small bom




--Recently We have had the pleasure of welcommg the :
arrival in the Pac1ﬁc of a strong task force -of the Royal_
:Navy, cornrnanded by Admiral ‘Sir Bruce AL Fraser,".'_"?
‘G.CB., KBE. Th1s potent addition to the Alhed naval
"power in.the Far East has been placed under the opera—3
tlona_l ‘control -of the: Commander in Ch1ef Umted States
Fleet, and w1ll worlc side by 31de ‘with ‘our armed forces_ :
in ‘the ‘common'e ort agamst the: Japanese Austrahan_
cruisers, ”destroyers and attack " transports—under “the - |

) _ ~:Admiral | V."’A. ‘C. Crutchley, V.C.,.
-DSO RN Hater ‘Commodore J.'A. Collins, C.B, ‘RAN,
and now Commodore H. B, Farncomb, M.V.0., D.8.O.,
RAN-——have contlnued to operate as an 1ntegral part of
ouri'naval task:forces as they have in® prevmus years o

i break out of what was left of the German surface fleet_
: }emamed ‘this force’ ‘was ‘held in readmess to deal with.
" surface:raids on Atlantlc ‘commerce.’ From time to time, !
partlcularly durmg the. landmgs in northern and south- 3
ern France, these ships were a351gned ﬁrst to the mvasmn i
of Normandy and then to the Eighth Fleet for the inva-"
: -_-s1on of southern France Wlth the successful accompl:sh-
1": -ment ‘of these operatlons the need for heavy surfac:e
R _the Atlantlc area was reduced and a large part
_' Cof: th1s general reserve. has :been' shlftecl to. the Pamﬁc '
:-.':Fleet et
- One of the httle pubhcrzed bu’c 1.raluable tasks of the-
Tt Atlantlc Fleet has been to train for service elsewhere the =
' _:':large number- of: shlps ‘and landing craft built on the At-. |
~lantic coast.’ Thls has enabled the best use to be made of . :
._.-:the facilities ‘on the east coast and has prevented over
pi .'-‘crowdmtT of f:he congested harbors:on the Pacific ‘coast.
---The same system is used in training patrol plane e;quad-;';j
rons,’ which insofar as is prac’ucable are fully fr. ained in
the Atlantic Fleet before being -transferred ‘to combat_ '
duty in ‘the Pac;ﬁc The Tact th_at during the - past year:
- 'some 3300 ~ships and craft ‘were “‘shaken down” in tlie
L Atlantic: Fleet. operational trammg command 1nd1catesi_
- the magnitude of these trammg oper ations. An important
_' e i-elernent in thxs actlv:ty is the prepar ation of new subma-"
€ rines “for war, carned ‘on by the Submamne Force of the-
-'.'Atlantlc Fleet ‘and ‘the education of submarine . officers -
;-and ‘men in the schools at the’ Submanne ‘Base at New..
.'.London The outstanchng success of our submannes in;

'Immary trammg they recewe in the schools and the..

‘schocl submarines in the Atlantlc L

7. The ' Atlantic ‘Fleet has worked in close cooperatlon
.'.w1th the Bntzsh Canadlan, French Brathan and_.Neth
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had to be devised to rneet the deﬁcrency
“The date «of “the assault was determlned ch:efiy by-'.;
'ather and. tide - condxtlons ‘The late spring or. earIy'j
Summer. presented the most favorable weather prospects,'
the long days enhanced our air superiority. A Spring |
tide ‘was ‘desirable :so that as many as possible of the *
tacles would be ‘exposed at low. water and land- 2
craft could be floated far up the beach at high tide.
he time of :day was ‘determined so as to allow some.-§
ayhght for relnnmary bombardment before the troops
ded; :and & half-tide for beachmg the first wave, in
enable the landmg craft to pass . over roeks

| at certain of the beaches. - o
little ‘chance of effecting substantlal sur—-i
i .:The ﬁnal assembiy ‘of ships and craft in British
s -_-"ports was 50 large as to be beyond concealment. All that .
._could be doge ‘was to confuse the enerny as to the txme
“:and place of the landlng o L
L __]omt Army- Navy. training began in September 1943 i
“HInthe sPrmg -of 1944 severa] large scale rehearsals were_ :
.conducted in . order to perfect our technique and “to
achleve effectwe eoordmatlon between the troops and the
\ essels ‘of the. expEdrtlonary force. .
: _The general . scheme of the - operatlon provrded for
landing United States. troops in United States vessels on
the western half of the area to be attacked, while the Brit-
ish ‘and Canadlans took the eastern half. The naval as- g
sault ‘force was consequently divided into the Westem' :
" [United States] Task Force and the Eastern [British]
- ‘Fask Force, The Western Naval ‘Task Force, under . the 5
' nd ‘of Rear Admiral - (now. Vice Admiral) A.- G
'.transported and 1anded the lst U. 8. Army, com_.
d by Licutenant Genéral O, N. Bradley. This task
e was. eomprlsed .of two assault forces: “0”, ‘com-
) Rear Adrmral I L Hall, Jr ‘and “U”, Com-"-




nt11 the

' bout 124 000 Umted States naval oﬁicers and men par-
tic pated dlrectly or mdrrectly in the invasion. Of these,
87,000 were. aboard. landmg craft and small escort vessels,
15,000 were aboard the combatant ships, and 22,000 were
Latta hed to the. amph1bxous bases in England.

. By 1 _]une, when the loadmg of troops began, 2 493
Umted Statesg Navy ships and ‘craft had been assembled

ake: 'part because of ‘material difficulties.

n:3 June alI troops had been loaded and briefed, but
ecause of weather condltlons thc timing -of the opera-
‘was. still undetermmed At least four days of good
_ ather were needed commencmg w1th D-day, which

that unfavorabie weather was developm and early on
4. June: the order for a postponement of 24 hours was
‘broadcast.. ‘B ‘the evening of 4 June, much improved
ondltlons were forecast for the morning of the 6th, al-
hough there ‘was some doubt ‘as to how long the favor-
ble condmon would contmue However, "because of tide
n hght cons1derat1ons the uncertainty -of the weather
mmed'ately followmg D- day was accepted and on the
r A conﬁrmatlon of 6 june as D day

nses by the'cmployment of naval gunﬁre and air bom-

atron as; poSSlbIe, to breach the under-_

: ':-:"Ceedlng waves of mfantry supported by naval gunﬁre
v As D day approached at—.-_ AT ;
max1mum effort of

g forces had as its target the Vierville-Colleville : sector

; ._'--'of the Normandy beaches, called for the purpos:z. of
“these landings beach “Omaha

- ‘Port-en-Bessin, which marked the dividing line between
_“the British and American areas. On its western flank
- ‘was the Carentan estuary, which separated it from Force
~*“U’s™ beach, “Utah”, on the Cherbourg peninsula. -

_ '_Weyrnouth and Poole on the south coast of England,
. Cross-channel convoys began moving on 5 June, and

- group, which had assembled at Belfast. No enemy action.
‘hindered the movement, but a choppy sca with a 20-

difficult, though possible. Mine sweepers cleared chan-:
‘nels, and ARKANSAS, TEXAS and other combat ships
~opened their scheduled fire on shore batteries. -Unfor—:
tunately, as previously mentioned, the planned au‘-_
‘bombing was badly hampered by weather condi-

or the. operatzon, and ‘of these ‘only 14 .were unable to

'rdment fo destro ‘or. neutralize ‘as ‘many. of the ‘em-

' _.ater obstacles under cover of ‘an assault by mfantry
and tanks -and to storm the rema:mng defenses with suc-

Tbe Asmult ozz “Omaba” Beacb

Force “O” ‘the 1a1ger of the two Amencan assault__.

”. On its eastern flank was

“The ships and craft of Force “O” loaded at Portland,
were joined by Rear Admiral Bryant's fire support

knot wind from the southwest made landing operations

tions, and certain LCT(A)’s [landing craft armed with -
M-4 tanks] and amphibious tanks failed to reach the
beach on schedule. In addition, the 352nd Field Dr_vr-'-_
sions of the German Army happened to be holding exer-.
cises in the area, and immediately joined the coastali.
defense troops in opposing our attack.

The tanks, infantry and demolition parties WhiCh :
landed at H-hour were subjected at once to a heavy!
cross-fire from artillery, mortars and machine guns, and
losses were severe, Troops continued, however, to move -
in toward the beach, and by 1030 the entire landing ©
force had been committed, though numerous personnel :

—Official U, 8. Navy Phalo .

_ - INVASION OF NORMANDY - "o
- Heavy cruiser AUGUSTA and landing crafe -




..-___omcim Coast Guard Photg . ;

_]NVASION OF NORMANDY R
Supphes commg ashore from I.STs o

' 1 troops e land before.
Navy Shore Frr_e Control :

' mately 865 vessels and craft Force “U” was orgamzed
in ports along the ‘English coast between Piymouth and
_:Torquay, although the fire: support group of heavrer shrps o
; assembled at: Belfast S G
. The: safety of Force “U’s ”. Ccross- channel movement
“lay. with three squadrons of Uruted States and three'--_?
_' flotillas of ‘British . ‘mine sweepers. -In general, all waters -
. through which our.convoys were to pass were suitable for .-
'_';':f..-'mmmg, ‘and the final deg of the ‘course assxgned Forc_
W O lay squarely across a very probable mine Hield on .
'Cardonnet ‘Bank, 'The only. casualty occurred when the'-'_:f
'+ 1nine sweeper OSPREY was sunk. S
The assault ‘on “Utah”. beaches progressed substané' 9
‘tially as pIanned Bombardment by the fire support *:
: _.:shlps supplemented by .. aerial bombmg, preceded the_':'.'i
r-landlng of waves of amphlblous tanks and landing craff !
L carrylng troops of the 8th Infantry Division, which were :-;E
‘supported by. rocket—ﬁnng landlng .craft. . Qur. forward i

' :.artﬂlery fire directed agamst the beach from several dis-
-'-'-._ant "batterzes proved inaccurate and ineffectual. Main

‘battery fire from NEVADA and QUINCY had breached * :
tthe. seawall in five places, materially aiding our. ‘advance *-
inland. Our amphrb:ous tanks, proceeding through rough
- waters under their own power, managed to survive the =

"_:heavy swells, engaged enemy. mstallations on the forward L
'heachhead and pressed on inland, . .
R Foliowmg ‘the . initial . assault agamst “Utah” beach

'the landmg ‘of subsequent ‘waves proceeded with but
shght devratlon from schedule.’ Nearly -all ‘of the beach'
obstacles were exposed and Army engineers and NaVY.___ :
demohtmn teams were. able to clear lanes for the passage_"-_
of subsequent waves of troops and vehlcles Although'_' '
our -concentrated ‘air and naval bombardment had tem-
rarily: neutr'l’zed the enemys coastal battenes, thus
affordmg the ‘earlier ‘assault ‘waves a ‘reasonably. safe’
_emy from 1100 onwards brought the beach’
: under accurate: artdlery fire. - Aided by.Shore Fire Con-
trol Partles, our_ support sh1ps replied. ‘Some ofﬁth"'
gen in battenes were extremely hard to. knock out ‘but.

‘troops encountered no small ‘arms fire, and the little -




+In-the: _ourse of the “Utah” landmgs the destroyers
-MEREDITH d. GLENNON, the destroyer escort
' I H he mme SWeeper TIDE and several landmg

the 7th Corps fought its Way toward Cher-
bourg, and requests for. these support missions con-
it until the. Army had- advanced beyond the ships’

¢ tr00ps were now more than half way across

ches. the Navy s pnmary responsxbihty was sup-

“the: ports to such an extent as to ‘make the military cost
-'of
2 empt the assault of a contment over open beaches ;
affordmg no: protectwn from the vaganes of the weather,

’ —"“Mul-
! '_m the Amencan sector (at St. Laurent in
: rea) and “_Mulberry B"” in the British sector

.“Gooseberrles . created by smkmg a number of
“old . warshl and merchant ShlpS in # line in 2, 5 fathoms

for sméll craft n' rough weather. The bIocksh1ps were to

B sunk quickly' by internally placed exploswes

Iy The enemy . had fortified and defensively manmed -

up began to move rapidly and on schedule. At “Utah”,

R on the morning of 22 June, the beach was a shambles L
‘More than 300 craft had been washed up high and dry,_

-mained safely parked ashore during the storm.

the beaches ‘were ‘to prov;de a refuge :

“proceed to the beaches under their own. power, and be -
The
“Gooseberries” were a relatively simple undertakmg
- “The “Mulberries” were much more complicated. Con?.'
ceived by the British, the tremendous task of manu-
facturing and assembling the many components had to .
be carried out with complete secrecy, lest the enemy .
gain a clue as to our intention to assault a harborless SR
part of the French coast, R
It was necessary to tow “Mulberry” units and other
essential parts of the invasion armada across the chan- -
nel. This inconspicuous but important role was carried
out by a large pool of British and American tugs. The.
latter had come across the Atlantic under. their own
power, many of them manned by civilian masters and_
crews who had had little experience with naval or mili-
tary operations. TUG CONTROL operated from Lee :
Tower, Lee-on-Solent and was headed by Captain (now- o
Commoadore) Edmond J. Moran, USNR.
On 7 June all elements had been towed from England L
and Rear Admiral Hall, Commander of Force “O"-at -
“Omaha” beach, gave permission to begin “operation
Mulberry”. Specially trained Seabees sank hollow con-:-
crete caissons, each mounting an AA gun, in designated
positions by flooding through built-in valves. Inside the -
breakwater thus formed were established two Loecbnitz B
floating pierheads. These were connected to the beach
by a floating roadway composed of bridgework mounted :
on pontoons, and two sunken causeways constructed =
of the same material used in pontoon causeways and :
Rhino barges. Protecting both the breakwater and the -
blockships of the nearby ° ‘Gooseberry” - was a line of
steel caissons secured end to end and moored to buoys. .l
The work of installation and construction of “Goose-
berries” and “Mulberries” progressed rapidly and -
smoothly, with all blockships in place by D-plus-4 day
" By this time the delays caused by the unfavorable -
weather and by the failure of the assault at “Omaha” .
to proceed as planned had been overcome, and the build-. .

in spite of the problems of handling a great number - ..’
of ferry craft in a small area, often under shell fire, un- -
loading was nearly up to schedule by D-plus-4 day. - ..
On the 8th the first pontoon causeway had been success-
fully established at “Utah”, although at the outset it
could not be employed because of shell fire. During the | -
first week of occupation we succeeded in landing ap- .
proximately 74,000 troops, 10,000 vehicles, and 17 000
tons of supplies.

Then came the storm. During the night of 18 June_- _
the wind began to freshen, and by mid-afternodn of the
19th it was blowing a moderate gale from the northeast.
Ferry service ceased, all craft took shelter inside the '
“Gooseberry” or “Mulberry”, and unloadmg of almost |
every type was brought to a halt. It continued to blow
steadily for the next three days, with the seas making
up to. destructive proportions. When the storm ended .

many of them damaged beyond salvage, The only” ferry
craft undamaged were the DUKW's, which had. Te-

The bIocksh1ps of the “Guooseberry™ shelter had held_'.'_ ;




estr N:a I‘FEY lightly. :
aged Personnel casualhesm14 dead and. 28 wounded for |
en Jye re re ' mall ‘The 7th: Corps.
._.occupred Cherbourg two days Iater, assaultmg and Cap—:
uring the remaining shore batteries from the rear,
’_Under'the .command of ‘Commaodore W. A." Sulhvan,.
task forces composed of ‘British ‘and Amerrcan salvage
: nd fire: ﬁghtrng units drd phenomenal work reparrmg_--j
-shlps and ‘craft, and cieanng the- ma]or ports for:dock-. |
cgide uuloadmg of cargo “This. important. but difficult
ask: was - performed with rapldrty.. Cherbourgs portﬂf
_-_'_facrhtres_were in operatron earIy in July. Although we
~..-soon ! ecured : several minor: ports a ‘second .major. port_-"?
r - 'was not available until Le Havre surrendered .‘on ‘12
' -'September It was Opened to smaIl craft in three days,
and was in full _operation within ‘a month.. ‘For.some .
time, however shrpprng in the approaches to Le Havre®
“was’ serrously harassed by enemy’ mining,. Although or- ]
_gamzed resrstance in ‘Brest ended on:19 September, its
facilities were so. ‘damaged, and it was then ‘5o distant
: from the battl ffront that it chd not appear worthwhlle“
“to restore the ‘port.
5 Wr_th the approach of wrnter, 1t became apparent that'.--g
only three hberated ports in northern France could. be
operated. on a year round basis.. These were Cherbourg,f-
‘Le Havre, ‘and Rouen, unloachng havmg begun at the
" last port in ‘mid-October. Antwerp in Belgium, a Bl’ltlSh-:-E
_‘commitment, became. early in December an important
- avenue:of. supplics to. our troops. A U.'S. Naval Port
. Office was ‘opened ‘there, cand daily unIoadmgs of up to
r.‘22 000 tons of U S stores were handled A

5 vancmg on the
' he.ﬁre support‘-: ;

EIGHTH FLEET——ITALY
Snppo:t af tbe Anzto Beacbbead

X On_22_-_}’anuary 1944 a combmed Brrtrsh Amencan op—
ration secured a beachhead at Anzio on the west coast. |
ip _f'Italy, :some 60 mlles behind the German lines. ‘The'
..__-___landmg progressed as scheduled  against. slight initial
“opposition; ‘however, the ‘enemy reacted strongly, ‘and -}
ed o :raprdly :assembled a powerful force around the ‘beach- -::'J
e, but the enemy ﬁre dns _'head Resrstance and counter-attacks were 3o severe that.
-shortIy--afterwards the mme_' _'extraordrnary effort was requrred to mamtam and sup-:-
: “port the Army in this area; the capacrty of the small
'.'1captured port ‘of ‘Anzio and the. ‘adjoining beaches was
S0 small’ that scarcely any part “of the Army was free
- from enemy observation and artillery fire, The beach-_:-.f;
- head was raided by enemy aircraft 277 times during the
'j; “first: twelve weeks ‘after. iandrng On 25; May ‘the. beach~'-_
i head forces Jomed those advancmcr from the main front;’
'-:-.-.throughout the: four months precedmg ‘this Junctron,
: cruisers and destroyers constantly furmshed gunﬁre sup-
port by bombardment of:enemy: targets on shore Screen«
ing and. patroI vessels ‘guarded ‘the anchorage from arr—
surface attack ‘and’ amph1b1ous craft transported sup-:;
S 3'p1' _and fresh troops from the Naples area to Anzlo

: .'Co_ntmuously throughout the: year Brrtrsh and U S
: E1ghth Fleet: motor torpedo boats wereion patrol to inter
s cept enemy. corvettes ‘torpedo; boats and the barges wrth'
hich® the enemy desperately sought to’ carry on coast
se. support of. his armies in ItaIy Destructlon of enem
naval strength and coastal commerce in the: '




by the Medrterranean Alhed Strategxc A1r Force and _'
- compnsed about 5 400 sortles Wthh dropped 6 700 tons_'_'_'

i On 9 August the ﬁrst of the assault convoys salled_=
: .'_-_frorn Naples and thereafter further convoys left ‘other.
. ports in order to arrive in the assault area on the morn-'.
. ing of ‘the 15th. All convoys arrived on schedule, and -
880 ships_ and craft and 1,370 shipborne Iandmg craft:
“were present, This. allied naval force included 515 Umted
‘States, 283 British, 12 French ‘and 7 Greek ships and'.
: _eraft and 63 merchant ships of various nationalities.
~About erght hours before the main landmgs, French ;
. commandos and units of the First 8pecial Service Forces
: ve to. ‘one, the strongly defended - were landed near Cape Negre and on the Hyeres Istands
.well alerted and several hours of ‘severe . by forces under command of Rear Admiral L. A. David-.
= son. Rear Admiral T. E. Chandler (subsequently killed :

/in the Philippine Islands in January 1945) commanded '

. .Landmgs dn southern France were an mtegral part of -
i all AIhed strategy m Western Europe, and as

—0Officinl U. 8. Navy Photo

B INVASION OF SOUTHERN FRANCE 5
'LSTs loading at an Italian port for the assault = -

" a group of gunfire support ships of this force. No re-
. sistance was tnet on the islands and only maccurate
' 3_machme gun and small arms fire on the mamland
.+ In the meantime, diversionary groups were operatmg
" to the eastward in the Nice-Cannes area and to the west-'
" ward between Toulon and Marseille, where a mock. 1and—
ing and repulse were staged at LaCiotat, producmg con-
o 31derable enemy reaction.
Savﬂle Command of the ]omt Army L The Jbombing in tactical support of the Iandmgs com-'
'__the Western Task Force after em- - .menced before daylight .on D-day. This was followed
.~ at dawn with heavy and medium bombing for one hour
R and twenty minutes by more than 1,300 aircraft, along'
~.’a 40 mile front. The execution of this plan, in conjunc-

" tion with naval gunfire and barrages of rockets, appeared__-
“to paralyze the enerny defenses on all the mmal assault;

; beaches. - o
.7 Preceded by thls coordmated neutrahzmg attack of _
_ - ':' 1,300 aircraft and 53 gunfire support ships, the assault-
assault 're_a_.wa 18¢ ated__by__de_Si;ruct_ron_ _and_ dar_r_l_a_ge__to_.'_ : took plaee at 0800 abput two hours after daylrght on-.




which: we
e
aken prisoner. oo 0T

 On 18 August, rapid progress by the Army continued,
nd sustained ‘naval effort was required to ‘speed up |
nloading to meet the requirements of our rapidly ad-
vancing forces.. . ooC o TR
- In'the days that followed, United States ships engaged
German -coast. defense batteries ‘along the coast and |
epulsed attacks by light cnemy forces, By 29 August the |
ast defenders of Toulon and Marseilles had surrendered,
Vith - the capture of ‘these ports, ‘naval ‘emphasis was |
hifted to mine sweeping and port clearance. Ships and
raft were released from duty in the assault arca as |
rapidly. as their services could be spared, On 1 Septem-
ber U.'S. Naval Detachment Marseille was established.

re en
roisette: Light; -

. While Army engineers were clearing the land side of the
- port ‘of Marseille with full Navy cooperation, additional -
" Seabee ‘personnel were ‘engaged in the 'réhabi_litatid_fl_.'bf
- part-of the port of Toulon. On 25 ‘September, with :the .

. tlosing of the last ‘beaches ‘used for maintenance, the |

- amphibious, phase ‘of the campaigu was considered end.:
--ed. During this phase, naval vessels carried out 850 sep- '
‘arate shore bombardment missions, with ‘more than 54,-
: 'Z'-QOO_:-rQu:_l_ds.-ﬁréd,_-.'apd ‘Tnine ‘sweeping forces swept 550
. 'mines. The invasion of ‘southern France achieved ‘highly.
.. satisfactory results with comparatively small iosses. As
-no further large scale -amphibious operation appeared in .|
" prospect-in the Mediterranean, forces were returned ‘as -
- rapidly. as_practicable to the United ‘States for use'in’ |

. the enemy. It is of the utmost importance that we not
~only maintain this pressure but intensify it. There must
- -be no relaxation of the fighting effort, nor of the indus-.
The best officers and men - - trial effort that makes the fighting effort possible. T'make
dequate supply. of the highly. ~a special Point of this because of recent indications that
O guiding policy i < industry is having difficulty in meeting the needs of the -

.~ armed services.  This, is ‘cause for ‘concern, since, if ‘the

.iﬁdus_t:ialj-outpix_t'--falls off,  the ‘effect will be to prolong .
the war. at great :cost ‘in American lives .as well as

it material is unquestioned. :
1 tesearch and. industry has put
‘our naval enemies in effective- -

veapons. As' regards ‘Quantity -
5, the ba f power is, :
‘magnificent productive
as given us the greatest -

. Ship Production Program . AN
As the war develops, the changing nature of operations.; -
Tesults in shifting of production emphasis from vessels of -
‘one type to another. For example, during the first five =
‘months of 11944, the need for landing craft was para-. -
-mount. After the landings in France and the capture of
‘Saipan and Guam, large assault transports had the right:
of-way in preparation for operations in the far reaches
of the Pacific. Some of the small ship programs. have
ome to completion during the past year, while the con.
struction of the larger vessels goes on with undiminished

The ship construction program is under. constant re-
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: -have been added to the fleet. Destroyers have come 1nto_
: -_servxce in Iarge numbers Auxﬂlary vessels - have bee

demands for transports supply sbzps repair ShlpS tund—_:'

--Oficinl U 3. Navy Chml

BU!LDING B REPAIRING -
U S NAVY VESSELS

dmum _:'
'. 1944 .

870,000

_88L300 | 12 months, the Navy

ers, tankers, tugs, and float:
ing hospitals have almos_
been met, Many of : thevef_
auxiliary vessels have been
built ~hy. the . Maritime:
Commission th_r_o_ugh de

. signs developed b

Navy . Department The:
success of our w1despre d:
operations in the Pacific
due in no small meag
to our good fortune in hav
ing an 1ncreasmg supply £
well designed - ‘and
‘built auxiliary vessels;

- Among the small
landing . craft have' been
important, Durmg the.p




\t the egmmng-___fthe curren year most of our ﬁght«-
wer ither Hellcats or-Corsairs, while a. greatly im-=
proved ‘version of the erdcat was operatxve from ‘escort
cArriers. In ;_productlon are. strll newer. ﬁghters mcludmg
those Whl(.‘h are jet- propelled One of the maost lmportant- it
innovations of the year. has ‘been the employment in
combat'- f mght ﬁghters armed w1th machme guns'

cannon‘and roekets S v S
The Sea Hawk 15 ‘now: replacmg the Seagull as our'_}'-'-.
-_:standard seout observatlon plane. The SeaguH had pre--'-__
viously Teplaced i in part the Kingfisher, .
The Helldiver, ‘which has - ‘proved its worth tlme and Bk
‘. agam in the Pamﬁc campalgns is now our. dwe bomber s
o j'.It carnes, over cons1derably longer ranges and ‘at o
. “much hlgher ‘speeds, twice the ‘bomb load of the older Sh
.Dauntless. Experimentation is belng vzgorously pushed -
i .."to_ produce dlve bombers w:th even better perform— S

'_ The Avengez,_ a torpedo—bomber has replaced the '

Devastator, ‘and s in turn ‘about ‘to. be supplanted by

' '-new ‘models now in: productlon All are designed to jn-

‘crease the load; range and rates of climb of ‘the present -

; 3 3_.__..;torpedo-plane A new mght torpedo bomber has already e

ritical pr blem. Battle damage re—'_'_ ‘come into use,.: .

ept ome of ‘our co batant Shlps ' the *he '-Catabna, a long range twm engme patrol plane i

s o1 : still -in great: demand for air-sea. rescue work, has been

i _.generally supplanted for patrol ‘work by the larger Mar- - R

' iner. a'nd the Liberator. Its’ bombmg work has been taken "=

over:] in: part ‘also. by the Ventura and the Privateer. Ex-
. penmental patrol planes now enwsaged w1ll carry great-
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'are most exposed to enemy mortars and ma'ehlne B s,_
rockets prowde effectwe ﬁre support “Seven’ ma1
'---:_:types of rockets, ‘ranging from 2 25 mches to 5 mc
“rand larger, are ‘now. bemg produced in: quant1ty-.= ‘Pro
"'--.3.duct1on thzs year wxll be approxrmately ten tlmes that
-of 1943."
: '_ Approxzmately mne hundred ordnance research pro
. ects are. currently in progress Although combat . expe
rience has proved the efficiency of our ordnarice, i nas:
Eonts : . “+also emphasmed the necessity for-the greatest possible
of : amphrbrous operanons has "concentratlon on research and development,.
I ::the ﬁeet the role of ~acting ‘as: support L The weekly procurement of ordnance equlpment du
r ree Today thlS artlllery sup- _ZZ_.'_-mg 1944 equalled the total yearly productron dumng-
' 1938, .In addition to equipping our naval 'vessels,”
- “have armed approximately 5500 merchant ships.: Al
- though a number of construction programs are due.fo
.o . completion shortly, heavy demand for such expendable'_
© itemns as high-capacity ammumtron and rockets w111 con_
tinue un’ul ﬁnal vrctory is won. o

PERSONNEL

: 0n 19 July 1944 the President authonzed the Navy 1¢
"base its plans upon a total strength of 3,389,000 by 30
.. June 1945. On 31 December 1944, the personnel strength_.-
of the Navy consisted of 300,101 officers, 2; 833,004 en-
Jisted men and women, 84,627 officer cand:dates,_and'
8,803 nurses. The growth of all branches of the naval
. service has been as follows:

: 7Dec 1941 31 Dec. 1942 - 31 Dec. 1943 31 Dec 194

- Navy -~ 337,349 1,259,167 2,381,116 - 3 227,525

. ‘Marine Corps 66,048 ‘238,423 408,169 - 0.472,682
- Coast Guard 25 336 - 141,769 171,941 - 169 832

. ‘The enormous increase in enhsted personnel 1s graph-}
- '1ca11y indicated in Plate 4.

. “Within the past twelve months the Navy has garne
g by the experience of its personnel, from flag- officers to.
: : . gun pointers. A large number of senior command s:

mbardments :-have changed ordnance_ " have been tried and tested in combat, ‘as have many,
nd . standards affeCtmE hzgh ~capacity - - of ‘the Reserve officers, whose continued . professmnal'
' '1mprovement and excellent performance -of duty have ;
- made them not only an 1ndrspensab1e but an. mtegra
"_part of the Navy team :

" Trainin g

Of the personnel on active duty on the last day: of_
"f-'February 1945, only about 10 per cent were in sery,
. before Pearl Harbor. It is not surpnslng, therefore, tha
“hiein ]une 1944 we were conducting no less than 997 trai
: Ang schools with a daily average attendance of 303
_-f-; Because the peak of recruitment was reached and passe
S during the year under consideration, it has been po_ss 31
ito eliminate, ‘consolidate, or adapt to other purposes :
'-'few -of the training facilities. : :

In the early months of the war, when the need ‘WA
St most urgent for large numbers of trained personnel'- 1
iwas frequentIy 1rnposelble to provide the degree of: sp
i ialization desired. To some extent this has been remed1
: _"_-':by the institution .of 0perat10nal and precomm )
i '-'tralnlng ashore; this development has become mvaluabl
e . in molding crews into integrated cornbat umts' The tim

required to reach petty officer rank varies, accordmg 1o
- rating, ‘branch, length of spec1ahzed trammg, and vacan
' ":c1es in the complement of ’che sh:p or: act1v1ty to w "c




ent congressmnal authorxzatlon _as made pos—
1ble the 1nst1tut10n of a:plan of tranmtlon from the 'V 12

The Seabees {Construet:on Battallons] ‘now_number
pprox1matel 235,000 “men : and 8,500 Civil Engmeer"'
Corps officers: "_'Of these smore thanthree-fourths are
erving overseas, not only bu11dmg the shore facilities’
‘reauired " for: offenswe operatlon -but a]so prowdmg

_logrst:c_support for combat - forces, : Landmg ‘with ‘the -
first “waves “of aSSault ‘troops, . ‘Seabees have partrc:-':_--'.;__'
._Pated in almost every amphrb:ous Operatmn yet un-'._'_'__.i. :
"dertaken. L N E T R AR
: l_l_ri.ng'.the'- p_ast' -y_ear ithe '1Wornen’s 'Reserv.e has grown,

to a “total’ of ‘more than 83,000 ° ofﬁcers and enlzsted_:_

‘who are. servmg in ‘nearly every type ‘of shore :..
acthty At 500 ‘shore ‘stations throughout the United

States and more recently in’ Hawau, permxssron havmg
Cbeen’ given, them to volunteer for. overseas duty at certain
:-:non ‘combat bases in the Amerlcan area, WAV.,S have
:__been assxgned as_direct replacements for -men ior 0511 s
expanding complernents At the peak of the WAVES ©
training  program there ‘were approxlmately 40 schools"_.-_
pr paring them for-. duty. Begmmng on 1 Decéember 1944,

" “however, the Navy established revised recrurtmg quotas =
‘reducing monthly enlistments to 500, ‘This number, it is
“believed -';'-wul -cover:: current requlrements, although 1t'-_:
:_-wrll be- mcreased if future needs show that addltlonal Sk

Durmg'the latter. part of 1944 a new. system of classr-
’--fymg Reserve officers. was estabhshed symbois were de-:
] 'desrgnate ‘as accurately as poss1ble the qua11ﬁ~

_.CathnS necessary for spemﬁe types of duty at sea and i

_ ._war of uncertam length requu‘mg ‘pro-
-'longed "er_vxee, it has been ‘our responslblhty 1o see that::
militar :spirit:and efﬁcrency are maintained at the high-
st possable _level In 1944 thls mvolved mcreasmg!y close e

'needs and asplratrons of personnel Contmumg empha— SRy
‘sis was placed Aupon the effective adrmmstratnon and ex-
tens:on sof v msurance dependents beneﬁts ‘and. farmly
'allowance programs whxch support ‘the -morale of: the:

':for that of hrs dependents i
__urmg the year. the voluntary off duty educatlon-;'

program ‘was alsg: greatly expanded It s in ‘operation
at overseas and contmental bases and statlons is being ;.
extended to the ﬂeet and is an’ 1ntegral part of -the te-"
..33hab111tatlon program in: naval hospitals Durmg 1944'
bout 100,000 ‘personnel . were enrolied in’ correspondence'-'
courses, 250,000 in_ courses mvolvmg class-room instruc-
‘Hon;’ and self—study materlals ‘and reprints of standard_'_-
"texts ‘were supphed for an addltlonal 759, 000

Plam fo: Dem _bzltzatmn

iSince: there_st111 ex1sts a crltlcal need for combat nd__-'

"jtro ‘of personnel can take place unt11 the defeat of j'apan"'
and When Germany is, d feated we w111 be con
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2,833,504%




s .upply system It has performed 1ts functxons
uIIy since ‘the. begrnmng of the. ‘war, 1argely be- .
f __actual :-:expenence dozng this sort of thing in
A The “other . part of the problem-—
_.th movmg of supplles to advance bases—has been’ less -
uccessful largely because in peacetlrne ‘we had less’ ops-
portumty 10 obtam such actual experlence Performance- e
“has,: however, 1mproved and “during - the past : twelve e
nonths in. ‘the advance ‘across the Pacific the handlmg of i
“the ‘supply. problem has been good It ds bemg further_-'.."'-
‘itproved.
Logrstic operatxons in the Pac1ﬁc reqmre that great
uantities of material be landed with and immediately .
follomng the first: wave of the ‘assault troops Not only
must we supply the ammumhon and provisions needed_-f_'
for the assault troops but we must also commence to
b__LnId at! once the ‘airfields necessary to secure local icon- " -
trol ‘of the air without ‘carrier - assistance, Immedxstely.'_:
followmg, there rnust be moved An repalr facilities :for-
: -ShlpS and depots for supplymg stores for. base ‘aclivities,
_ -maintained and by whlch Re-..'i' ships of the fleet, and vessels of ‘the Fleet. Train. ‘Docks -
of he_hlghest quah_ _' cand other harbor facilities must be improvised rapxdly
“The amount | of material that is involved ‘is enormous.
' Arr squadrons requrre living quarters, supply depots, and g
o Tepair shops on a. large scale. HExtensive facilities . are
'_:::j necessary for ship. repalrs ‘to the end that minor battle L
"~ damage may be :remedied \mthout ‘the necessxty of. re-._'
-_"-turnmg the’ Shlps to’ ‘the maxnland Large quantities of \ -
~'spare parts must be kept on: hand and given careful and
wospecialized handlmg, 'so that no’ shlp may be 1mmobil1zed
Srifor wsnt of something necessary to puta vital mechamsmi_' e
_"jnto operatmg condition.” Quantxtzes of ordinary stores ...
: 3and ammunltlon must be handled and protected from_: :
vod - the Weather RERRS
ar began, (evén as’ AN necessary'matenal must be prowded iong before_'.__
e had the so alIed “Fleet Tram”_'i. n-operatlon ‘commences. and must he stored initially A
z Spéd : _the continental United ‘States. : In consequence the naval o
"supply system for. the ‘Pacific Ocean consists of :a “pxpe
ne”, begmmng hundreds of miles mland from the west-
ricoast of the Umted States and extendmg across the
jPacrﬁc to the - Pl'uhpplnes with ‘branches. to our. ‘many .
‘ocean. bases The management -of -this “prpe lme" ds a -
1fﬁcu1t problern The .capacity of the “p1pe line” is hm-_ i
ed,_ and it reqmres careful control ‘to insure ‘that the S
st. hecessary things get through and that the line be _\
not clogged by.the shipment of unessential items. Care "
:‘be taken that there is :an adequate Teserve at the_ i
star of the “plpe lme’_’, and at mtermedxate pomts, but .
th]s reserve must:n t be allowed to reach- andue ‘size, -
€ the hoardmg of matenal in storehouses Would be'a
very real handicap to the war effort, The loaclmg of cargo
- ships must he palnstakmgly planned in order to give high
prlorlty 1o, the ‘most important cargo Cargo shlp sched— '
ules must be carefully'-Worked out so that ships may un-:
d"promptly 'Wheri'._they Teach thelr destmatlons, .we'f
ot “afford 'to waste: shlppmg by havmg -vessels lic
_.__dle Whll€ wa:tmg thelr turn to unload at theu‘ destma-_'-.

_ Y The _'ec1cl1ng:§;
‘need, of he.Navy 1n_ordert carry out

board was appomted to ‘con-
__ake recommendanons ~con-

_-1slargely-deb nd
of:supply, ‘and therefore has mich




ren carned an Commel_'cxa 'Vessels supphed by

e had served W1th dlstlnction smce the early
£ the war, to the command of the Western Sea

nd loglstlc tasks m that area Recogmtlon of the

rornotxon of Vlce Adrmral FE. J Horne, Vice
( of Nava] Operatlons, to the rank of Admlral on
'9 January 1945. '

tshouild be added that supply operatlons in the Pacific
€ .'ot solely naval “The Army ‘has a4 task of at least
equal magmtude supplymg its ‘air, -and grouud forces.
The supply systems of thetwo! serwces have been merged
together, :as‘much’as posmble, under Fleet Admiral Nim-
itz in the Central Pacific and under General of the Army
MacArthur in the '-'Southwest Pacxﬁc In some cases, in
- whlch_only one service uses an item, that item is handled
entirely by the service concerned For example, the sup-
p}y'of spare parts pecuhar to the Super Fortress bombers
' ntirely by the Army, while battleship ammu-
mtlon bemg fused ‘only by the Navy, is handled only by
A Certam items in, comrnon use are pooled for
an mg by JOlnt Army—Navy agenmes In other in-
_tances t;has been found convenient to have one service

dled entlreiy by the Navy, hﬂe ratzons for all personnel

_of Britlsh deslgn and abncat:on) at the

__beaches where - Umted States tr00ps Ianded The Nor'
.;'mandy operatlon was a striking example of ‘close lo-'
- gistic support of . masses of troops dunng the 1and :
- ing attack - .

_:the extremely unhealthful conditions in many occupied
areas, the health record of the Navy compares favorably____."' '

- recent tabulations indicate an estimated rate for easualty"-'

h .War Shlppmg Adrmmstratl h, and Ioaded and un- :
~. deaths of 3.3 per thousand‘in 1944 as compared with the

““Again, on the basis of prehmmary calculations, the total .
. 'death rate from all causes is estimated at 5.8 per thou- :

~of every 100 survive.

" lines as possible.

‘tacking forces., Moreover, it has been found practicable, -
rontier to ‘handle the wvital ‘and complex operatmg '

plasma, new types of bandages, and serum albumen is i

‘cure and prepare supplies, administer anacsthetics, and

ok out for the needs of both fuel in the Pacific is han- =
- perform necessary operations. During several landings .

. sirable to station a medical officer aboard the control__

“the necessary orders.
" which enable ships to interchange medical eqmpment ef- :
- ficiently during combat. i

“ditions provide serious obstacles to the mamtenance of :
“good health. Samtary measures must be applied as soon -
.. 'as terntory is won. The iritrfoduction of new mseet eon-:'
trol methods during the year has hrought _excellent_ Te-
o sults,
; dlseases that were troublesome during earlier operations

' HEALTH

" Despite the great increase in combat operatioris and

with past experience. In terms of total naval strength

final rate of 3.0 per thousand for the previous year-

sand for the year 1944 against the final figure of 5 4 per“;':
thousand in 1943, e
" Experience in this war indicates that of the wounded-:'
men who live until they receive medical attention, 98 out
We are sparing no effort, there-
fore, to bring medical assistance as close to the battle
Accordingly, battle casualties among :
-our medical personnel have been substantial, as in rr_ia_n'y*'
.assaults they have landed simultanecusly with the at-

when there are no off-shore obstacles, to beach landing -
craft fully equipped surgically. The use of new jeep am- "
bulances is further keeping the handling of wounded e
men to a minimum. Amphibious tractors, together ._w1t_h
newly designed elevators or davits, are being successfully -
employed to carry wounded promptly, despite difficult -
terrain conditions, to hospital ships anchored outside reef
formations. The extensive use of whole blood, penicillin, -

proving effective in saving many lives. :
The administrative problems which arise durmg a."
large-scale landing are considerable. Lately it has b_een_
found practicable to divide surgical landing craft in two
groups—one to care for the slightly wounded, the other -
to care for the more serious cases. Medical personne]_._
are correspondingly divided into specialized teams, and
liaison units are formed to locate and cooperate with the
beach dressing stations. Resuscitation teams are organ- -
ized to appraise and diagnose injuries and treat casual-.
ties suffering from shock. Surgical teams, speciali_z_iné in :
certain types of wounds, provide operating rooms, ‘pro-;

last year psychiatrists were assigned to medical _di_visioris:_
to handle cases of combat fatigue. In order to manipu-
late this complex organization, it has been found ‘de-

ship where he can receive reports and transmit qu1ck]y__.
Systems have been worked out!

On many Pacific islands disease and unsamtary con—'-'

“The incidence of dysentery and other epidemic

lowered markedly. Hundreds of cases of pulmonary .
tuberculos1s, broncho pneumoma, bac1llary dysentery:-_"




nated the 3rd Amphlblous Corps On’s June_

L:eutenant General Holland M. Smlth was . des1gnated_

thonzed strength of 18 00{) in June 1944 Approxxmate-_ :
' 'ly 1700 ‘of .thelr number have been requested for duty 1n_

? THE COAST GUARD

L 'I‘he Coast Guard ‘which is.a part of the Navy in txme_-;
'-'..of ‘war, ‘has ‘performed a great : vanety of 'duties, both“"_j
within the United States and abroad, as part of the naval &
: combatant forces as well ‘as in furtherance of normal'_.§
‘Coast ‘Guard functions.  As of 31. December 1944 Coast
“‘Guard - personnel totaled 169,832. R
' “Coast Guard personnel ‘man nearly 300 vessels of theﬂ:_ﬁj
ﬂeeb—transports ‘cargo vessels, fuel sh1ps, destroyer es-
‘.corts ‘and landmg craft of various types«—-—whlch have par-:
-; '-iticlpated in'numerous amplublous operations in ‘both. the
- “Atlantic and Pacific—as well as 600 Coast Guard cutters_'-_
. and 3,000 small craft employed in escort service and har--"
._'.-bor secunty duty 221 ‘cargo vessels under Army control_
- are manned by Coast Guard crews, i
B Actlng as volunteer port securzty forces Coast Gruard
personnel have’ been assxgned to safeguard *the nat1on s B
'_'3ports with their 5,000,000 linear feet of wharfage : :
" The Coast Guard has "continued to. improve . axds to.
navngatlon along our. inland and coastal waterways. : ‘The
":'-:Esafe movement to the seaboard of landing craft built in.
‘the upper MlSSlSSlppl R1ver basm and on the Great Lakes
'has_ been accompllshed by Coast Guard pllots, ut;lxzmg S
well marked channels Intracoastal waterways, recently-ig
extended in the Gulf area, have been marked to permrt_-_
.'safer movement of vital war materials.” : .
A ma_}or funetzon of the Coast Guard has been the in-

on The efforts of Coast Guard mspectors to ensure that-__.j
‘merchant vessels carry - adequate safety eqmprnent ‘and
that their crews attain greater efficiency in . ‘operation,”’ .
““has’ contnbuted to ‘the ‘decline of casualties among our:
'_-"merchant ‘seamen.. In home ports, llfeboat drills: and
'+ safety: instructions -have been pgiven by ‘the Coast
Guard Marine mspectors detalled to ports i in the United "
States and: abroad have exammed merchant ofﬁcers and
eamen for upgradmg, : and have admmlstered dxs—

i In carrymg out 1ts funct1on of hfe savmg, the Coast
Guard under du‘eetlon of the Joint Chiefs of - Staff has
undertaken the ‘task of . developmg 1mproved methods'
_d_dewces for rendermg emergency. assxstance to air-;
“eraft and . surface vessels ‘in dlstress and to rescue su '_
“iyivors thereof ‘In connection with the recovery ‘of these
"surv1vors, the use of. hehcopters from shore and surface.
eraft is bemg thoroughly evaluated i _
SPARS [Women’s Reserve of the Coast Guard] are'
performlng practlcally every type of non- combatantg

. were. 9 829 'SPA.RS".




_ ._'_-_of sh1ps rnen and materral Consader, for example, _the!
"_"'.';'ngayen Gulf landings on. 9 January 1945, The naval
attack ‘and .covering forces for. this operation . _consisted
- of 1,033 Sl’llpS ranging in size from battleships. and car-
riers on down through landing craft.- The naval ‘person-
. nel in this force numbered upwards of 273,000, The.
ATy forces put ashore on D-day and during the follo
~ing four days ‘were sl1ghtly wmore than . two-thrrds ‘of
_ this number. Similarly, in the landings on Iwo Juna, ap
. proxu'nately 800 naval vessels were 1nvolved w1th a total.
personnel of ‘over 220,000. ~Approximately 60,000 ‘Ma-
" “'rines were langed in the first three days of the operatron,
“a ratio of . ships' personnel to troops landed of slrghtly'
-.'less than 4 to 1, :
N “The experience of more than three years of war has-
_' demongstrated the soundness of our concept of-a. “bal '
. -anced fleet”, in which aircraft and ships work together as.
T -a coordinated team. There has been no. dlspute as
- *carriers versus battleships”. Aircraft can do some thing
' -'_'that ships cannot do. Ships can do some thmgs that a
**.craft. cannot do. Working together, surface ships, sﬁb
.. .marines and aircraft supplement each other so that’ th
- strength of the umﬁed team is greater than the sum of the -
_'.'parts ' e
- Given the Condltrons under whrch naval war 1s now'-'
“fought it is impossible for a fleet to operate eﬂ'eetrvely-._
- without air power of its own. Qur superrorrty in ‘carrier:
"_strength has enahled us to take giant's strides’ ac‘oss th
_ : Pac1ﬁc in-spite of the enemy’s island network of alr bases
:_-_-'_The fast ‘carrier task forces of the Pacific Fleet, consist:
- ing of carriers, battleships, cruisers and destroyers ‘have
"repeatedly ‘made bold offensive thrusts into. chstan_
. waters, mﬂrctmg significant damage on the enemy’s shi
" ping and installations. They have supported amphibion
" operations, controlling the air both before and after land-
ings and until air strips could be completed They ha
- equally proved their worth in the two major. actlons w1th
© i the J apanese ﬁeet that have taken place during: the past-'
'-'year The clearest evidence of their effeetrveness is. ‘seeri
_"in the box .score of damage inflicted upon the enemy by
- Admiral Halsey’s Third Fleet between 24 August 1944
‘- and 26 January 1945. During these five ‘months, while
. the Third Fleet was engaged in supportmg the Wes 51}
k '-';.Carohnes and Philippine Island operations, 4 370 enem
lavy; b'y employment of specral - aireraft were destroyed, 82 enemy combatant shlps sunk
s-'th mvasmn forces and all tl’lEII' equrp- ---:_:and 372 enemy auxiliaries and merchant sh1ps sunk: (e
;'cludrng 'small craft), against a loss in combat by the
©'Third Fleet of only 449 of our own planes and the hght
carrier PRINCETON, '
- The amphrbrous landmgs of the past twelve months
i have repeatedly. shownﬁthe value of naval gunﬁre in gai
“ing victory and in saving the lives of our assault troop
‘Shore: bombardments in preparatron for landmgs, during
‘the landings, and for :as long after as troops are w
‘range of ships’ ‘guns, “have been : carried out on'a scale
‘not: contemplated in ‘the past,” New methods, joint’ pro-
--cedures, and new materzals have been develope . 2
'ﬁcrent volume of ﬁre is laid down to knock out the shore

r of_ forces in. permanent as- g
and, to leave the ma;or por-




! ' Iy Pamﬁc v1c'tory cannot be taken for_..__
: fter ’che European war is over. "While we.
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