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U. 5. NAVAL DETACH:ENT IN TURKISH WATEIRS, 1919-192%

YTurkey entered the World War of 191L-1918 on the side of the Central
Powers in the £all of 191k, and was the last nation to make psace with the
Allies. The defeat of the Turks by the British in liesopotamia, Arabia,
Palestine, and Syria and the surrender of Bulgaria on the western bomrof
Turkey forced her to 8i¢n an armistice on board the British battleship |
Agsmemnon at the 1sland of Mudros on October 30, 1918. As soon as the mine

fields were cleared away, Allied forces occupled the forts on ths Dardanelles

and the Bosporus, and on November 10 the first British destroyer reached .
Constantinople. Three days later a large squadron of British, French, Italian,
and Oreek warshipe anchored off that place., Thus the Allies came into possession
of the Straits botween the Black Sea and the Kediterranean Sea, & highway which
had beaen a scurce of international rivalry and warfare for centuries, Rounding
out her spheres of influence in the Ottoman Empire, Oreat Britain now marched
into the Moaul oil‘ﬂolda in northern Mesopotamia and, after the collapse of
the Russians on the Caucasus frontier, into Baku, taking over the railroad
tmthatplacatomtmmmanlmk&a Ho immediate ateponntakonto
oftm a military occupation of Anatolia, the only portion of the old Ottoman
Empire left to the Turks.

The Allies also secured control of Russian ports on the northern shore
of the Black. Sea at the end of 1915. After fighting unsuccaessfully on the
side of the Allies, Russia had succumbed to an intermsl revolution which
placed the Bolsheviks in powsr in November 1917. This governmenl was not
recognized by the Allles nor by the United Statea. They negotiated a separate
treaty with the victorious Germans at Brest-Litovsk in March 1918 by which
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. forces from 8sll Black Sea ports. Feollowing the occupation of Constantinople,

Rusala was deprived of Ukrainia in' South Russia and the Ammenian provinces e
of Kars, Ardshan, and Batum in the Caucasus. Pormerly Turkish, the Armenian
provinces were occupied by the Turke but were lost in Noveuber 1918 to ths

. British who moved out in thes following year. The armistice of November 11,

1918 between the Allies and Germiny provided for the withdrawal of German

the Allied fleet crossed the Black Sea and secured control of the Russian ports,
which were used as bases of stpoly for Allied aid to the White Russian armiss of
Generals Denlkin and Wrangel in their efforts to overthrow the Bolsheviks.

The Allies set theaselves up in power at Constantinople to enforce the
terms of the armistice and %o win whatever economic advantages they could from
their position. Vice Adml:ral A, S. Cough-Calthorpe, who as commander of the
Allied fleet in the easter) Mediterranean had negotiated the armistice of Mudros,
became the British High Commissioner, taking up his residence at the British
gmbessy., Vice Adniral imet reprosented the French, and other High Commissioners
were appointed by the Italians and Oreeks. Together the Allied representatives
formed the 211ied Eigh Commission, on which the United States had no member.
Both the British and the French had assiestant High Commissioners. British snd

French generals cammanded the troops garrisoning the fortifications in the

" Dardaneslles und the Bosporus. Constantineple iteelf was oocnpiod by military e,

forces emplcyed as cambassy guards and s & depot for the Bosporus garrisons.

The old Turidsh government remoined in existence under the Sultan, but it took .
ovders frcm the Allied High Commission, perticularly from the Britiash in regacd |
to Constentinoule and the Straits. In Asiat;ic Turkey, however, the voice of -

the Goverrmeny had iittle effect and disorder bocame rampant. The sanitery

administration of Constantinople was taken over by the Allied High Commiseion
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which effected such improvement in conditioms prior to its relinquishment
of control to the Turidish National Govermment in Hovember 1922,

After years of war the Near East was in a deplorabls situation, Trans-
portation and comnunication had broken down or practically broken down everywhere.
Food and clothing were greatly 4in need in 'rurkay_, Oreece, and in South Russia.
Black bread composed partly of sawdust and straw was being sold at exorbitant
prices in Constantinople. ar{ ir the interior the peasants had stores of wheat
on hand, but they would not sell it because they could not get ths clothing and
equipment they needed. The ammistice did-not bring pe;we to this region, for
fighting went on throughout most »f the Near East between different factions or
races or between the Allied forces and the people they were attempting to subdue,
Conditions became worse before they got better. Yet the ammistice was not long
signed before Americans began trending into the Levant and South Russia.

The United States had no part in the defeat and ocoupation of Turkey, which
was largely a British show, a fact which resulted in the British assuning the
upper hand in the Allied occupation of Constantinople. Upon the outbreak of
war betwesn the United States and Germany in April 1917, Turkey under German
pressure severetd diplomatic relations with the United States, but war was not
declared between the two countries. The considerable investment of Anericans
in missionary, educational, philanthropic, and comnercial enterprises in Turkey °
apparently influenced the decision of the United States Government in this
connection. The U. S. S. Scorpion, a converted yacht purchased for use during
the Spanish ¥ar in 1898 which had been t!m American statiomnaire at Constantinople
for & mmber of years, was interned in 1917. On November 9, 1918 the Scorpion
was permitted to raise its flag and began to receive military equipment which
had been removed by the Turks. A relief crew arrived on board the U. S. S. Nahma



http:oiot.h1.ne
http:TIu1d.8h

'_on Decesber 16, and two days later Cosmander Elmer W. Tod relioved Lieut.
Herbert 5. Bsbbitt in comand of the Scorplen.

‘fhe question of a United States representative at Constantinople was taken
‘up in Washington after the armistice. It was decided not to reestablish diplo-
satie relations with Turkey lmmediately, so early in December Mr. Lewis Heck,
the former Turkish Secretary of the American Embassy at Constantinople, was
‘ordered to return there as United States Cormiseloner. The Swedish Legation

was to continue tc handle our diplomatic nffnirs.k In practice Mr. Heck carried
on much business by word ;:f mouth, formal written communications being handled
by the Swedish Legation., Agresing to the desiros of the State Departaent, the
Secretary of the Navy directed Admiral %illiam S. Benson, ths Chief of Naval
Operations, then in London to detail an officer of rank from persannel abroad
to duty in conat-anm, where a2 station ship was to be maintained, Mr. Heck

‘reached the clty on the Golden Horn on Decembsr 27, 1918 and took up Mis quarters

in the American Rsbassy., The naval officer selected for tﬁo post at Constantinople
by Aduiral Benson and Admiral William S. Sias, Force Commsnder of the U. 5. Naval

" Pordes Gp;rat._tng in Buropean Yaters, whose headquarters was at London, was Rear

Admiral Mark Lazbert Bristol, a veteran of thirty-six ysars' servics in the

Havy. During the war he had served on convoy duty in command of the U, S. 'S,

North Carolins until placed in command of Haval Base 27 at Plymouth, England on '_--'
October 2L, 1918, He later had additional duty as U. S. representative on the s

Allied Commission in Belyium to enforce naval temms of the armistice with Cermany.
Pursuant to orders of December 30, 1918, he pmeedodtol.ondonandre‘ceind
mstr;mtim from Admiral Sims. In Paris a few days later he conferred with

the American officials assembled there for the peace conference, including
Adniral Benson, Secretary of State Robert Lansing, Herbert Hoover of the Food
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Adairistration, Rdward N. Hurley of the U, 8. Shipping Board, and President
Wilson. He was told to represent the United States Goverrment in looking.

'mmmmmmudomumrum. On Jaruary 8, 1919 he was

nmumusmu.s.mo:am,mvmmam-nm

" sast of longituds 21°, which included all of Greece, except Corfu, and the
‘region t0 the sast., PFrom Paris he travelled viz Rome to Taranto, where he

boarded the U. S. S. Schley on January 2k for the voyage to Constantinople.
 The U, S, Haval Detachmant in Turkish Taters cane into existencs on

January 28 when Rear Admiral Bristol raised his flag on the Scorpion. During

the first few days visits of cnremwm exchanged with the High Commissioners

_of QGreat Britain and France and the commanding naval officers of those eannt.rlaa

and ITtaly and Grue- Bristol got. the impression from Admiral Calthorpe that
he considered hiuelf in the position of chief authority in the occupylng forces. _:
Relations with the Allied officials and with those of Turkey were thereafter '
handled by Admiral Bristol as Senior Representative of the United States. The
U. £. Camissioner, 1'r. Heck, handled the ordinary diplomatic and consular
matters. Cordlal relations were immediately established between the two repre-
sentatives, the Admiral being a much older man becoming ths senior. Heck
daparted for the United States in April 1919 and was succeeded as Acting
Coomissioner by Gabriel Bie Ravndal who had recently resumed the post of Consul
Genersl which he held bofore 'the breaking of diplomatic relations with Turkey.
Sl PRt iotbiuied BINBLT WO ARt SoUbEtALEG 0 S ATRIPtLoe,
military and naval affairs, relations between the United States and Turkey and
ﬂtlh the representatives of all other countries.

The accommodations on board the Scorpion were quite inadequate for buasiness
and entertaimment purposes so it was nacessary to establish headquarters on
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shore. On ‘his omn suthority udnira_l Bristol moved into the American ﬁm:;r,
where the U. 5. Comxlssioner was already located and which also provided office

space for Howard Heins, the representstive of the U. S. Food Administration.

~ As comsunication by cable was limited and expensive, a radio station was set

up in the Embassy by means of which contimious and confidential communication
was had with the naval vessels -operating in the command and with Washington,
The naval communication offics served all American activitiea in the ares,
including relief organizations and business concerns. A newspaper eontaining
intelligence received by radic was distributed in mimesographed form among
American organizat_ims and becane 80 much in demsnd even among foreigners thai
the edition had to be enlarged.

Other naval sctivities at Constantinople were ho\fsed elsewhers. A naval i
supply base waz established in a leased building on the water front. A dental
office was housed in a amll frame building constructed for its accommodation
by the British naval authorities, The port office m located at first on
board the Scorpion and later in a building occupied by other Allied port
officers. -__A station ship, usually the Scorpion, was aslwaye kept in the
Bosporus moored to the quey and connscted by telephcne with the Eambassy. A
tank for fuel oil storage was rented from the Standard 011 Company. QCood
facilities were ava!.iabie in private shipyards for the repair and overhauling
of the vesszls in the detachment., The detachment, howsver, ran an engineering
machine shop. A naval dispensary was operated tu_cm for ships' crews on
leave in Constantinople. Medical cases which could not be propsrly cared for
on board ship were taken to the American Hospital, where special wards were
attended by naval medical officers. Admiral Bristol was largely mpomit;le
oy ths establishment of this hospital,
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To a.u:l.lt him in his varied activities, Admiral Bristol build up during
his first ysar in Constantinople a staff of naval officers each of whom had

'deriniudnﬁutopnﬂm He brought with hia on the Schley Lisut. Comdr,

Ernest V. Stebbins. Other officers who arrived during February and March
included Lieut, Comdrs. George H. Tisdals, and Bamilton V. Bryam, Lt. (J. g.)
Robert 5. Dunn, Lt. Willlam R. Stewart, and Ensigns Semusl J. Pattison, and
Charles B. Carroll, But he found 1t difficult during 1919 to obtain all the
help he needed; he worried along knowing that he was not doing the work as
well as he should. At the beginning he used the officer material that was on
hand; not long after his arrival he appointed the captain of the Scorplon,

port officer because it was necessary to have this position filled irmedtately
to handle the smp; arriving from the United States with relief cargoes. Barly
in 1920 he described his staff as foliows: .

h. The offices of the Senior U. S. Naval Officer, Turkey are
located in the American Embassy. This office contains the follow-
ing officers and necessary nen: Operatioms Officer; Flag Secre-
tary; Flag Lieutenant; Communications; Intelligencs service. Op-

. ‘erationa of force, policy of ship movements, general fuel sit-

¥ uation with future needs are handled by Operstions Officer. This
same officer is United States representative on the Advisory Com-
mittes of the Associated Governments for the Regulation of Trade
in Turkey and also assistant to the Senior U. S. Naval Officer,
Turkey for Shipping Board and Verchant affairs. He is senior aide
on the Staff, The Flag Secretary has charge of all general sec-
retarial work both for Naval and for High Commiseioner duties. He
has charge of officer persomnel and general supervision of the com-
munication clerical record and distribution as well as Navy per-
sonnel in all offices at the Embassy.

The Flag Lisutenant has charge of transportation by autonobiles,
rail, = or other means; in charge of all Communication trans-
* niusi.on receiving systems; has charge of government automo~
biles; general Flag Lieutenant duties,
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tion O2ficer with his camissioned and enlisted personnel handles
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The Intelligence Service is self-explanatory. Its pr.lncipd e
and most important work is that of watching, reporting and follow- :

nations in the Hear East. The Rusaian situation also holds this
service owing to the necessity of forever watohing the trend of

Bolshevism with regard to its effect on the political and the eo~
onomic conditions of this whole country.

In addition, to handle supplies and provisions, as well as pay
accounts, a supply office had to be established ashore. This of-
fice maintains provisions, clothing, N.S5.A. stores and canteen sup-
plies for the force. All Supply Officer work for ahips without
such officers ia done by this offics. For destroyers, subchasers,
Eagle boats and ships without supply officers, this office main-
tains a cantsen, clothing and small store issus room. Public bills,
fuel bills, fresh provisiocn contracts, purchasing of foreign our-
rency and such are handled by this office,

The stationship handles actual ship operations, dberthing,
the mtation boats, is radio traffic ship, is in charge of snlisted
personnsl , hmdlosm ship repairs and docking, furnishes extra
holpmduclmﬂumww, in general, hpruuuuyc
tendar to the ot.harshipn.

~ The U. §. Naval Port Officer, who is the Commanding Officer of

the U.5.5. SCORPION, is the U. 5. representative at the meetings of
the Allied Port Officers—he is present in an advisory capacity
and keeps the Senior U. S. Naval Officer, Turkey informed of the
policy, orders and desires of the Allied Port Officials to permit
our Havy to cooperate with thaz since we are not a party to the
Armistice with Turkey. In connection with the Port Office iz an
officer known as Naval Transport Officer. This officer has to do
with doarding United States merchant ships, arranging their clear-
ance, berthing, aiding them in every posasible manner towards ex-
pediting loading and unloading in conjunction with agents; follow-
ing up work of various agents and, in fact, under guidance of
Senior U. S. Haval Officer, Turkey he does everything possible to
aid American Shipping and Amarican Merchants in obtaining a fair
deal in the Near FEast where graft, profiteering, discrimination
and every known hindrance to trade is allowed to flourish unchecked.
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‘The Staff Nedical Officer attonds all mestings of the Inter-
Allfed Sanitery Comnission in an advisory capacity and cooperates
with this Comnisnion in svery way possible. The Dental Surgson
for the force has an office on shore becsuse thers is no ship that
has a proper place for his work; also, owing to small smount of time
spent in thie port by destroyers, the Dental Surgeon, with his
portable outfit, makes trips on them to carry out dental work on
then.

An officer on Bristol's staff also supervl'.@tad a permanent shore patrol,
which was maintained in Constantinople to poliee the liberty men from American
warships. |

As Senior U. S. Representative in Turkey Admiral Bristol waes the head of
all the American agents in Constantinople and performed duties which were diplo-
matic in character, Agresable working relations were establishsd with Mr. Heck
and Nr, Heins, Admiral Bristol being constantly consulted in regard to their
problems, Documents relating to American policy in the Haar Bast were reforred
tc hin for his opinion., For a time, until the appointment of a director,
Adziral Bristol represented the U. S. Shipping Board 111. connection with operations
of 1-1.3 ships in the district, and afterwerds he took up matters for it with the
Allied authorities. To successfully cambat ¢the cmpati.tion of the Europsean
nations, who had the advantage of being on the Allied High Commission, it was
realized that a smoothly nmring machine was necessary.

The foremost task handled by the American officials in Constantinople in
1519-1920 was the administration of American relief. This had to be undertaken
imnediately, for naval cargo ships began arriving in February 1915. The
American Committee for Rellef in the Near East, more commonly known as the Near
East Rellef, originally organized in 1915 to alleviate the sufferings of the
oﬁpresud Amenians and Syrians, began pouring in supplies purchased from
contributions taken up in the United Statas, .It_s nanaging director, Major
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NON-SNAY countries of &u-opa but not excluding the Armenisns, Syrians, Oresks,
and other Christian and Jewish populstion of Asis Mnor. Under the terms of
this act the President appointed Herbart Hoover Director General of the American
Relief Adzinistration and anthoriud ‘the nploynuxt of the Food Adminietration
Grain Corporation to purchase, tra.nsport., and d!.at.r!.hnte foodstuffs and supplies

. to countries reguiring relief. The Constantinople office under Beins controlled

activities of the A. R. A. in Turkey, Poumania, Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece, and
the Caucasus. Hundreds of agents of these organisations began working throughout
the Near East and South Russia. The American Red Cross, & branch of which had
been e-tablished in Turkey in 1911, opened a headquarters for southeastern
Burope in Constantinople in Jamuary 1920 and engaged in relief act.iviﬁos among
Russian refugees in Conatantinople, Greeos, Pulgaria, and South Russia. Proti,
an island of the Prinkipo group, was used by the Rsd Cross in the operations
carried on at Constantinople. Large numbers o.f_ American missionaries who
returned to the region after the war worked with thess agencies, besides carrying
on their missions and schools.. - |

" The Navy rendered various kinds of assistancs to the relief sgencies.
Adnmiral Bristol made all necessary arrangements with the Allied authorities,
He designated naval officers to serve as port officers at Smyrna, Constantinople,
Derindje, and Constansa, Roumania to handle relief cargoes. As far as it was
avallable, transportation was mmiahod to unplmos of the agencies to ports
visited by neval vessels. The ships also carried meil for ell American
interests end supplied radio communication., 85,000,000 in gold received from
the governrent of Bulgaria for American flour supplied by the Orain Corporation
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was deposited on board destroyers st Constantinople and in the fall of 1919
transported on board the U. S. 5. Laub to New York.
The ssme assistance was given to American business concerns operating in
on the Near East, The most active of these was apparently the Standayd 011 Compeny
of New York, which had an office in Constantinople snd branches in Turkey and
the Balkan States. MNumercus other companies established offices after the
i o morwomimwcmmmﬁw. A naval officer represented

_ the United States on the Associated Govermuents' Advisory Trade Cammittee,

! seeking to promote fair competitive practices among businessmen. Gold used to

pey for products exported ta the United States, particularly tobacco, was trans-

ported in naval vessels, the commanders of which under the laws and regulations

were entitled to collect a small cosmission for this service, Transportation

ol was furnished to the employees of commercial companiss at the small chargs of
$ a day.

The Navy Department received from both the rellef agsncles and the business
concerns many letters of appreciation touching the services rendered by Aduiral
Bristol, his staff, and hie destroyer cosmanders. Ths good will that was built
up among and by Americans in the Near East was reflectbd in the attitude of

| the Turkish goverment towards the United States, which was usually more
NG favorable than that exhibited towards the Burcpean countries.

During the first part of 1919 the naval detachment comprised three converted
yachts, the Scorpion, tham,mdthem,uﬂ.mhchum nos. 82, 128, 129,

g and 215, The subchasers were active in the begimning in Orecian waters in con-
| nection with relief operations, particularly at Pirseus, the port of Athens.
After the arrival of four destroyers in May the operations of the detachment
were more extensive. Thelr arrival was soon fo]lonadbythodataehurbofthé

——t —

S
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' Homa and the Nahma and same of the subchasers., __
Concern felt by the Navy Department as to Bristol's status in Constantinople
led 40 an improvement in hie rosition. At the time of his appointment there was

doubt as to the advicability of the designation of a flag officer, but Sacretary s,
of the Navy Josaphus Daniels o_verrulod Benson on thies point. Thers was alsc a '-
quostion as %o what the Adniral's relation to the State Department representative,

Mr. Heck, would bs. The exact capacity of the latter was communicated to him by

the Stata Department on January 21, 1919 in a telegram which directed that he

was to have no diplomatic relations with the Turkish govermment, that he should

meintain friendly relations with the Allied representatives and cooperate with
them, that his chief mission was to kesp the State Department informed about
conditions in Turkey, and that Admiral Pristol on his arrival was to take pre-
cedence over him. Ads=iral Benson contimied to feel that two reprssentatives
wars unnecsssary and recommendsd {n February that Admiral Bristol be detached.
Barly in tho following month Secretary Daniels, after a consultation with Acting
Secretary of State Prank L. Poﬁ, decided that Bristol should resain in
Cmmtantin?ple. Ir. Heck returned to the United States in April because of

111 health and was replalad a month later by an scting cozmissioner, ¥r. 0. Ble
Ravndal, the consul general.

Further clarification of the situation followed. In dealing with the e
reprasentatives of the Allies in Constantinople Bristol found that he was placed
at a disadvantage bacauses his position as Senior U. S. Representative was not
ac cxalted as that of High Commissioner which was held by them. Through per-
gistence Admiral Bristol succesded in largely overcoming this hindrance, but
in July he finally communicated the difficulty to Admiral Benson and Admiral
Hexry S. Knapp, who had succeeded Adeiral Sims as Force Commander, U. £. Naval
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m-ouomung in Buropean Waters, sxpressing the opinion that if the State
. Department had done the right thing by him he could have accomplished more,

Both of these officers agreed that his position ought to be clarified. It
&lso became apparent in fiashington that friction had developed betwsen Bristol
and Ravndal because of their ill~defined relations, Benson was in communication
withtheStgu Department in August, and on the 12th a counission as High -
Cannissioner signed by the President was issued to Bristol. In commmnicating
this action to the Admiral, Secretary of State Lansing stated that Mr. Rzm:dal
and other consular representatives of the United States would be directed to
report to him and place themselves under his gdirection. As High Commissioner,
Bristol was responsible to the State Deocartment and was to receive instructions
from it which were to be communicated through the Department in order to keep
1t properly advised., As Senior U. S. Naval Officer Present, Turkey he continusd,
under the Porce Commander of the U. §. Raval Forces Operating in Buropsan
Waters, who was to be the mediux of communication between Bristol and the Navy
Department. and between the American Peace Commission at Paris, to run the naval
detachment,

| Although he had been performing the duties before, the official bestowal
upon Bristol of . High Com:dssioner ensbled him in conjunction with
his naval command to function more effectively. Receipt of the commission was
followsd by an announcement to the effect that it had been receivad. At this
time the connection of the Swedish Legation with American affairs ceased. The
appointaent concentr&‘ba_d in the Admiral full responsibility Tor safsguarding
all American interests. Since he had control of the warships of the United
States in those ';aters, his knowledge of the political conditions enabled him
to employ them to the best advantage and to have them in the right place at

.
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Jerusalem, Damascus, Aleppo, and Samsun, who were designated by the Etate

Department as the delegates of the Righ Commissioner, and through other
Americans - official and unofficial - stationed in or travelling in the region,

Admiral Bristol was able to keep well informed of occurrences in the interior -
probably better informed than the other forelgn representatives who had less
extensive means of communication. _Anericam passing through Constantinople
were always welcomed at the Embassy, where the Adziral made hinself accessible,
although it increased the problems on his hands., Subsagquently a delegate was
also stationed at Angora (Ankara) uhich became thel new capital -of Turkey under
the Hationalista. E

After his appointment as High Commissioner, Admiral Bristol maintained
both a diplomatic and a naval staff in the American Embassy. To the former
several secretaries, a commercial attache, and a military attache were attached.

- A counsellor was later added to this staff. Eeparate files were kept for the

two staffs, so that in case the Admiral should be relieved of his diplamatic
post no difficulty would be experienced and the Embassy files could be left
intact. In 1920 the consular section of the High Commission was removed from
the BEmbassy, such to the relief of the remainder of the staff shich had become
crowded. b I

The investment in Admiral Br.lyt-ol of a dual responsibility increased his
ol e aaused: BLN A5 TONENS 15 W SpELE OF 190 EIAPING %5 ReLETELe
one of the officers operating under his command as chief of staff to handle

the details of administering the naval vessels. This request was denied in
that year, but on April 15, 192) Capt. Lyman A. Cotten reported for duty as -
chief of staff, Comewhat less than a year afterwards he was succeeded by

|
|
|
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" Capt. Arthur J. Hepburn, who retained the post until it was discontinued in

the spring of 192L. The chief of staff took over the duties of plamning the
use of destroyers and issuing novement orders;inspecting and relieving them;
adjusting difficulties into which sailors got which usually caused controversy
with foreign representatives and which remuired an officer of rank to straighten
out; and hmtning correspondsnce concerning routine matters with the Navy
Department. -

The settlemant with Turkey was taken up by the Allied peace conference
at raris in 1919-1920, but it got nowhere because of events in Turkey, which
were partly the result of the action of the confersnce. Secret agreements
made during fhe war anong the Allies provided for the partitioning of the
donains of the old Ottoman mpire. During a temporary withdrawal of the
Italians from the peace conference the Greeks pressed & claim to Asia liinor,’
and with the authorisation of the Allied Supreme Council they prepared to
occupy Smyrna. Forces from British, French, Italian, and Greek warships
mummmnmrommmih; these were later turned over to the’
Greeks, who occupied the city on the following day. Py order of President
¥ilson, who was & nember of the Allied Supreme Council, the United States
battleship Arisona, Capt. J. H. Dayton conmanding, and the destroyers Dyer,
Gregory, Luce, and ¥anley reached Smyrna on May 11. Rear Admiral Bristol
had reached there the day before on ths return from a trip to Beirut in the

Nahma. The captain and the adniral confemd, and on the 12th, pursuant

to orders from Vice Admiml Knapp, Bristol steaned away for Constantimp‘lo
acoonpmﬂedbythe&g_c_g,thawmﬁthe guhichlhadbnntt
Scyrne on special duty. At the time of the occupation of Smyrna the Arizona
landed a legation guard of twenty men which remained on shore until May 28.
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" The Arisona escorted by the Barney and the Haselwood left Smyrna on June 9
_ for Constantinople, where it remained only & ‘short time before returning to
?" the United States. "Adniral Bristol ruga:ﬁed the Oreek occupntion'ls impolitic
" sl EivAGHERIEY W SHESELE HAt JaREleN paﬁicipat.im,_ limited though it
was, had a damaging effect on our influence with the Turks., Less willingly
the Allies finally consanted in Harch 1920 to the Greek occupation of eastern
Thrace. The harsh nethods émployéd by the Greeks led to the appointment in
i August 1513 of an International Commission of Inquiry into the Oreel Occupation
of Smyrna of which Adeiral Bristol was United States member and president, but
é nothing was done with its renort. In dispatches to the United States the
i Admiral advised agalnst the Aismumbermant of Turkey as this would create a
\\- new Balkan situation; instead he belleved the solntion of the Near Fast sroblem
lay in the development of good governuent for all races, freedaa of reli ion,
and universal education. -He was friendly to the Hationalists because he
i:eiieved they would provide these things. The withdrawal of the United Ftates
3 from the peace conference, in which President Wilson had succeeded in getting
rncognitidﬁ of the mandate nrinciple, was the signal for the European countries
to asttempt the exacution of their secret agreements. Accordingly French forces
replaced the British in £.ria and northwest thereof in Cilicia in the fall of
1919. The Treaty of Sevres of August 10, 1920 rediced Turkey to the linits
of Anatolia. '

W¥hile the Allies were disposing of the affairs of Turkey at ’aris, the
Turks uara.gffbciuating their ﬁwn plans. led by an amy officer, Yustapha
Kemal, the nationalists held meetings at Erzerum and Sivas in the sum~er of
1919 and secured control of tue Parlianent which met at Constantinople in the

winter of 1919-1920. The Parliacent adopted a national pact declaring for

-
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was to ocause the Sultan to dissoclve the Parlimment, to occupy Constantinople

‘with lﬂitu'ym on Iarch 15, 1920, and to arrest a8 many Yationslist

leaders as could be found. This opportunity was seised by the Nationalists
to set up their own govermment under Yustapha Kemal at Angora in Anatolia.
B;aarlyma:lutiomlistmiu were in the field t..odri;re the Oreeks fram
Suyrna, the French frow Cilicia, and the ¥ritish fron Iseid. The national
pact and the Treaty of Eevros were quite oprosed in tercs. The Turks chose
war to suhuiss\iou.

A further problem in the Near Eastern situation was the question of
Armenda, whose people had been oppressed by the Turks for nany ysars, There
was considerable sentiment in the United States for tne establishwent of an
independent Armenia. Adairal Bristol returned from a trip to the Caucasus
early in the sumser of 1919 strongly convinced that the republics which had
been set up there during the war should remain part of Turkey and that from
the national point of view there was no such thing as Armenia. An American
aruy. officer, Colonel Haskell, was appointed Allied High Commissioner to
Amenia that sumer. This was an entsring wedge, believed the Admiral, for
an American mandate over Armenis, which would get the United States involved
politically in the situation in the Hear East, To keep open communication
with Colonel Haskell, a radio traffic ship was stationed at Batum on the
eastern coast of the Hlack Sea. The advance of the Bolsheviks forced the
evacuation of the personnel of the High Commission and the !loar East Relief
fron Amenia and the Caucasus in May 1920, This was effected by the U. £. S.
Pittsburgh, flagship of Vice Admiral Harry S. Knapp, then on a crulse in the

Black Sea, and the destroyer Cole. -Following an agreecent with the Bolsheviks,
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© the Turks in the £all of 1920 recccupisd Armenis;

On the northern shore of the Black Sea the strugpgle bstwesn the Vhite
" Russians and the Bolsheviks went on untf) the end of 1920, After the defest
of the former under General Denikin at the end of 1919 and his flight t.o
Gonstantinople, the cammand was taken over by Ceneral Wrangel. Apparently at
the suggestion of Admiral Bristol, Kear Admiral Newton A. VeCully, U, S. N.
and & party of officerz and enlisted men of the U. 8. Havy, including 1Lt. Comdr.
H. ¥. Koshier, were sent into South Russia early in 1920 on a special mission
for the Stats Department for the purpose of keeping the govermment informed of
dovelopments in that region., Transportation was ﬁlrﬁished the nmission by vessels
of Bristol's detachment, and a destroyer was stationsd on the coast of South
Russiz to assist it. Hail and radio communication was contimgously maintaiped
'with Admiral EcCully. Lt. Comdr. Hamilton V. Brysn was detached by Admiral
Bristol to serve as McCully's agent at Odessa; he was also to keep Bristol
inforzad of happenings. When Oeneral Wrangel's defeat threatened in the Cﬁm
in November 1920, the U. S. 5. Overton was at Sevastopol. Upon receiving a
message from MoCully, Adnirsl Bristol sent the destroyers ;Iohn D. Bdwards,

Humphreys, Fox,mﬂﬂhippletrmotherpl&eoainthommksdatotha Crimea

for poesible uge in evacuation. These vessels and the St. Louis and the
long, which were sent upon receiving news of the continued advance of the
Bolsheviks, took part with the Anarican steanships Faraby and Navahoe \1n the
_evacnation of 211 Americans authorized by McCully. ¥From Odessa, Saraatopﬁl »
and Novorossisk were evacuated, besides FeCully's party, the American consule,
and their drchives; representatives of the Amarican Red Cross and the

Y. M, C. A.3; reliefl workers; American citizens; and Russian refugess. Larpe
mimbers of Russian soldiers and civilian refugees, who could eh_:pect no mercy

N S
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from thﬁaolmvﬁm, wore moved out on Russian warships and merchant shipe.
Following thé evacuation, the U. 8. Navy under the imuadiate supervision of
Lt. Comdr, Brysn assisted in caring for over 100,000 Russian refugees on

‘board eighty Russian ships in the harbor at Constantinople, By the end of

the year many of these pitiable peoples had been transported to the warper
climate of Bizerte, Tuni;, where the warships which were part of the old
imperial Russiasn Havy were laid up for years,

From ite base in Constantinople the wessels of the detachment were dis-
patched throughout the station to cope with the conditions which developed
folloving the armistice and the occupation of m. After June 1919, when
the detachnsnt had been increased to a strength which permitted the establish-~
ment of regular patrolling, destroyers were distributed on the coasts of
Syria and Palestine (Iersina and Beirut), South Russia (Sevastopol), Caucasus
{Batum), the north coast of Asia Minor (Samsun), while sub-chasers covered
the Gulf of Ismid and the south coast of the Ses of Varmora (*‘udania).

Anothar destroyer was maintained at Constansa or Varna on the wnsterm coast
oftpaBlackSaauamdiorelnyshiptommﬁca&uthEummuﬂm
United States and with the vessels operating in the BDlack Sea. These vessels
were relieved perlodically by the difforent ships changing stations, a practice
which gave the men an opportunity to visit new places and thus kept up their
porale. A reinforcement consisting of the destroyers Dupont, Tattnall, Cole,

and Biddle reached Constantinople in August 1919. The vessels assigned to
the detachment remained with it only a few months when they were ordersd to
sane dther station according to the system then followed by the Navy Department.

In the summer of 1920 the naval force in the Near East was increased to a

total of twelve destroyers. PFPresent in October wore the Chattanooga, Scorpion,
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nine destroyers, and two sub-chasers, while the St. Louls and three more -

: anmﬂmmmwtocmmm .The Et. Louis arrived on
i Octobormandseﬂnddththedomhnenttathlm,mlyhﬂrof
_ the period under the command of Capt. ¥illism D. Leahy. Early in 1921 after o
Russis the Navy Department wanted to reduce the naval force in the Near Bast, '
Imsunsuummmmrulnmmmmmmmra
' reduction since conditions there were still confused and the Supreme Council
of the Allies was about to mest. | |

: In the fall of 1921 vessels of the detachment resumed visits to Russian
Black Sea ports when the American Rellef Adninistration again went to the ‘
'\- ssaistance of starving Russians. A severs drought ruined the crops in ths 1
Volga region and in the districts to the east, causing & disastrous famine
which finally forced the Soviet to appesl for help fram Burope and the United
St.at.as. According to an agreement of August 20, 1921 betwesen the Soviet
m and the Amarican Relief Administration, the distribution of the
foodstuffs and other relief supplies was to be handled by the A. R. A., 80
200 Americans were placed in charge of districts into which the famine sone

was divided, Colonel Villism N. Haskell was placed at the head of the organi-
sation which distributed in all £63,000,000 worth of relief supplies. As in
the period immediately following the war, the assistance of vessels of the
detachment operating under Admirsl Bristol was afforded for transportation,

=31l, and communication purposes. Because the United States had not recognised
the Soﬁat.gmmnt., the State Department opined that as a general rule
Anlariean naval veasels should not appear in Soviet ports, but suggested that
177 in cases of extraordinary emergency relisf workers could be transported in
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neval vessels. In September the U. 5. S. Oilmer carried A. R. A. workers to
Novorossisk to investigate facilities thers for handling relief supplies,

and similar imatigatim were made at Odessa, Theodosia, and Sevastopol.

Tho subsequent arrival of the first relief cargo was received by the Sovists
with cordiality, Rslief shipments began late in 1921, reached a peak in

July 1922 and graduslly declined thereafter, Throughout this period destroyers
of the detachment made regular tours of the Black Bea, touching at Varna,
Constansa, Odessa, Theodosia, Novoroseisk, Batum, Trebisond, and Sasasun. In
the sarly part of the year the vessels engaged on this duty included the
Childs, Fox, Overton, Sturtevant, and Williamson, and after July the Bulmer,

Goff, King, Lawrence, Litchfield, Parrott, and Simpson. In the Caucasus the

supplies were distributed by the Near East Relief which was still active in
thet reglon. The A. R. A. ceased its operations in September and in conse-
quence the visits by naval vessels were discontimued in Hovesber, Not until
1933 did the United States assume relations with the Uniom of Soviet Soclalist
Republice, following the inauguration of the first Democratic President since
the World War, '

The Greek occupation of Smyrna resulted in a full scale war betwees
Greece and Turkey in which the former succeeded during 1920-1921 in conquering
a considerable part of Anatolia. m_nng in their attempt to capture Angora
4in the sumser of 1921, the Greeks were thereafter forced to retreat gradually
to the coast, Not long afterwards the French, wesry of waging a difficult war
and jealous of the Hﬁuah, made a separate peace trsaty with the Turks,
uithd;u from Cilicia and changed the northern border of Syria in favor of

_Turkey, In Aungust 1922 the Turks undsrtook an offensive against the Oreeks,

routed then, drove many into the sea, and captured the rest.



" fhe destroyers serving under Adairsl Bristol were kept so oocupied
dm-mgmch of 1922 in conmection with Russian relief act.!.vit.ioi that visits

muMomagm_wunﬂmm. Through
oulikEEtE: A% Wekwati Sl BUIFEE 1 Tiem LIS SoRTeR Ahe: STl kgt 1Azl
of the progress of the Oreco-Turkish war. American warships were not wisiting
Qreek ports any more since the United States had not recognised the return of
King Constantine to the throne of Greecs. Destroyer Divieion 39, comprising

the Bulmer, Edsall, Lawrence, Litchfield, Ncleish, Parrott, and Simpsonm,

reachod the station at the end of June, permitting the return to the United

States in July of the Childs, Fox, HcFarlamd, Overton, Reuben James, Sands,
Sturtevant, and Willismson. '

Apprised of the 1ikelihood of a serious situation desveloping at Smyrna
towards which Greek soldiers ) refugees were fleoing, Admiral Bristol
ordered the Litchfield and the Simpson to that port early in September 1922

and shortly afterwards the Lawxrence with relief workers, supplies, and his

chief of staff, Captain Hapburn, on board. .Through the Admirsl's efforte
& discater relief committee was formad by American relief and benevolent
institutions in Conatantinople, and a representative with a medical wnit was
sent to Smyrna. American sailors ware landed at Smyrna on Septesder 6 to
protect American lives and property. Therm'uohwmurodthecityoﬁ
the 9th, and through what Bristol regarded as insufficient policing allowed
a dissstrous fire to begin on September 13. Under the command of Captain
Hepburn the evacvation of Awericans from the stricken city was undertaken by
the naval forces. They were removed to Athens on board the Simpson and a
Shipping Board veseal.
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] There rumained the tremendous job of evacuating 250,000 Oreek refugees,
who during the course of thes fire were herded onto the quay by American
sailors, mese poopla could not be left there, for their homes had been

R destroyed by retreating Greek soldiers and the Turks wanted them out. After

‘ conferences by Allied naval officers present, initiated by Captain Hepburn,
it was declded that the only solution was evacuation, Through negotiations
by Captain Hepburn, who as an American naval officer was less unpopular with

the Turks than the naval officers of the Eurnpeanpounﬂhowrea.laoon

i hand to remove their nationsls, arrangements were made with Turkish authorities
for the evacuation of the refugees, and permission was obtained for using
Oresk vessals ythich were available at nearby island ports for this purpose.
These were operai;od under the direction of American ui;al officers, senlor of

¥
o whom after September 16 was Condr. Halsey ‘owell of the Edsall. In sddition v/

to the destroyers slready mentioned, the Edsall, Parrott, and “cleish shared
the task of evacuation, guarding American institutions, and maintaining a

1
;P shore patrocl. Their activities extendsd to other ports of Asia liinor in
| which refugees were also crowded and continued for wesks. The migration of
mmanammnmmmrmmormwmrmm
ments in the world's history. The sustensnce of several hundred thousand

—— e

until they could be absorbed into the life of that country presented a relief .
problen which was participated in by the Near East Relief, the American Relief
Aduinistration, the American Red Cross, and the U. S. Navy.

Spurred by their victories, the Turks marched on Constantinople with the
object of recovering eastern Thrace fram the Greeks. Daspit’q the fact that
they were now standing alone, the British brought in large reinforcements and

LS

r,......,......,......_.. ....( ki el i _‘ s e A R e S

people while crowded in ports awaiting transportation to Greece and thereafter
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anfounced their intertion to defend the Straits, which had been declared a
neutral sone in the Allied proclamation of neutrality of May 1921.. Peaceful
methods prevailed, however, and an armistics was signed at Mudania on
"mn, 1922, rmmnemchmmmmwiwmmumu
'ﬂumu;aim,mnungnimdfw.euﬂmhhw;tm
4o establish peace with Turkey. Refet Pasha, the Turkish general designated

to take over Thrace, stopped in Constantinople on the way, remained a wonth,

~ and took over its povermment from the Allies., The Sultan was immediately

deposed, and & year later Turkey became a repudblic with Hustapha Xemal as
the Tirst president.

After the fall of Smyrna the American naval detachment in Turkish waters
was greatly etrengthened; Admiral Bristol had some fear that a similar
catastrophe might happen st Constantinopls, and recommended reinforcements.
Destroyer Division LO, consisting of the Bainbridge, Fox, Gilmer, Hatfield,
Hopkins, and Kane, and Division L1, consisting of the Barry, Goff, King,
McFarland, Overton, and Sturtevant, left Hampton Hoads on October 2 and
reached Constantinople on the 22nd. Two destroyer tenders, the Bridge and
the Dsnsbols, followed. Mith twenty destroyers in the detschment Admiral
Bristol was able to keep an adequate rescrve at Constantinople and to have

regular visits made at the Mediterranean ports of Anatolia, Syris, and
Palestine, the Turidsh Hlack Sea ports, and Piraeus, Greece.

At the suggestion of the State Department Admiral Bristol attended the
first session of the Lausame conference from November 26, 1922 to Pebruary h,
1923; his colleagues were Richard W. Child, Ambassador to Italy, and Joseph C.
(rew, Minister to Stitsorhmi'. Although they iere only "observers," they
took a prominent part in the proceedings, During the Admiral's absence from
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. Constantinopls, Fredsric R. Dolbeare, first secretary of the Amwsrican Embassy

at Beriin, acied aw High Comniassicaer, while Capiain Hepburm took comwand of
the noval detuchmsnt. Vice Aduiral Andrew T. Long, who had becoms comsmander
af tha U, E. ¥aval Forces, Purspe in August, arrived at Coastantinople on
the Piitshureh bofare Bristol's departure and remained stationed at that place
Wil May 1923, AlL the destrovers then undsr his comnand wore serving in
ths Near Eact. bFunerous forsign warshipe were also moored in the Bosporus,
foy is plitvetlion wng 81331 tense. fduiral Long issued orders in December
for ths erecustion of Amoricang and Ameri-c&n forcee from Constantinople in
yase of an awergsucy. Together with Captain Eaphum he wrs ccnsulted by
Doibszre concerning matters sffecting American interesis.

Tua Treaty of lsusanna of July 24, 1923 and supplementary conventions
&% isst effented a puace vstileasnt with Turkey. TYerritorially she fared
souenhst betler than in the Tresty of Sevres, sscuring eastsrn Thrace and
& confirpation of the Syrian mntmr agreed upon with France in 1921,
¥esoputania {Iraq), Arabias, Syria, and Palestine were recognized as inde-
pervient of Torkey, while Libya, Egypt, the Sudan, and Cyprus were rencunced.
kn exchange of populations was agreed upon betwoen (reecs and Turkey by which
e subjscts of the ons in the other were v de removed. The United Siates
ves nod & pamiy to this treaty because it had not besn at war with Turkey,
put &fter itz negoiiaticn 1t could do rxo:t.hing except make a treaty on the
sgae terna.  Malfilling instructions from Secretzry of State Hughesa, who
believad it bost For our reistiome with Turkey %o be regularised, Joseph €,
Groe sigrnd the Turco-fxericen treaty of Lausanne on August 6, 1923,

Yurovghont most of the psgotiaztionz at Lauvsanne the force of twenty

fmerdcan deptroyers was maintaineu in Turidsh waters, althougk, as the
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Chief of Haval Operations pointsd out, the maintenance of so many there was
a serious strain on the resources of the home fleet. Nevertheless, the

discretion of the officer in command of the station and the opinion of the
State Depariment was allowsd to govern the sise of the force, as in previous
years, Admiral lLong reported :t.ha situation still-delicate at the end of
November 1922 and 1likely to become sarious if a break should occur in the
conference at Leusanne., The conference did break up at the beginning of
February, and Admiral Bristcl returmed to Constantinopls, but negotiations
were resumed at Lsusanne in April, the Admiral not returning. With the
approval of the State Department six destroyers including the Bainbridge,
Hopkins, Kane, McFarland, Overton, and Sturtevant were sent home in May, and

another group of six comprising the Barry, Fox, Gilmer, Goff, Hatfield, and

King departed in July. In the former month the Pittsburgh also left to visit
other Evropean ports. Remaining thereafter wers eight destroyers, the
Scorplon; the Bridge, and the Danéhoh. Since the Turco-American treaty
was 5311 belng megotiated and since the Allies bed not et evasuated
Oomta.ntu:nph, thase vessels were maintained on the station for a whiie
longer.

Constantinople was to be restored to Turkey, the Straits wers to be
demilitarised and opened to all nations, according to the Lausanne con-
ventions. The evacuation of Constantinople began on August L, 1923, the
day following the receipt of the news of the ratification of the Treaty of
Lausanne by the Turkish Grand National Assenbly at Angora, and was completod
without disturbance on October 2 upon the departure of General Harrington,
the Allied comnander-in-chief, and the last of the Allied troops. Nefore
the completion of the Allied withdrawal, Dr. Adnan Bey, the representative
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mmmm.wuﬁr&mmumm-mnn, indicated to
Admiral Bristol that it was expectsad that the Assrican naval vessels would
hamW."ltmmdmmmﬁmﬂywsEm,
Densbola, the Litehfield, and Lawrence were at Constantinople, the other
destroyers having been sent cruising in the Aegean in order to avoid any
enbarrassrent their presence might have caused, On Octoder L, two daya
before the Turks were to enter the city, the last of the vessels were ordered
away, the two destroyers being sent to report to the Commander, Naval Porces,
Europe,

Thereafter, ocut of respsct for the feelings of the Turks, our naval
activities at Constantinople were greatly reduced, Following a recommen-
dation communicated by Admiral RAristol towards the end of October that tha
use of the naval base at Constantinople be discontinued, a conference occurred
betwsen representatives of the Navy Department and the State Depertaent in
vhich it was decided that a detaciment of six destroyers, a subchaser, and
the Scorpion would b continued in the region as the U. 5. Naval Detachment,
Eastern Mediterrenean, and that the situation would be reviewed in six months.
In desiring the continuance of naval vessala in the eastern Kediterranean
the State Department was influenced by conditions in Greece, Egypt, and the
mandated territories. The U. S. Naval Detachment, Bastern Mediterranean
was established as such on November 6. The naval supply base at Constantinopls
was discontimued, ths surplus stores being transported tc the United States
on the Bridge and the Denebola. The building was retained, however, for
Mmm'mwmem,mnmmummm
the use of the Admiral, for garage purposes, for the Dstactment post offics,
and for office supplias. By the spring of 192k political canditions in the
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Near East had quieted down, and.on tlu recammendation of the Mt
cammander, the remaining destroyers, consisting of the Bulmer, Zdsall,

, Voleish, ¥oCormick, Parrott, and Simpson, wers transferred to the Gommander,
_ Haval Porces, Burope on May 6. ~Adairal Bristol's maval staff was reduced

i before long to three aides,  Captain Hepburn had recently been detached as
the chief of staff, and the assistant chief of staff, Lt. Camdr. Thomas C.

‘ Kinkaid, continued only until the swmer,

4 For over three years longer Admiral Bristol remained at Constantinople
: as U. 8. High Coomissioner, performing diplomatic duties. Had the treaty
with Turksy of 1923 been ratified, he would have been replaced by an smbas-

;_‘ sador. In Deceubsr 1923 the Mhira?l negotiated an sgreement with Turkey

for the settlement of claims, In 1925 the State Department was willing to
T part with his services, but President Coolidge requested him to continue,
believing that his influsnce and sxperience would be helpful to American

+ interesta. Later that year he made his only visit to the United States while
serving it in Constantinople. Vioe Admiral Roger Welles during a visit to
that place &n 1925 found Admiral Bristol to be popular among both the foreign
reprosentatives ‘and the Turkish officials and exercising among the latter an
5’ {nfluence second to none. In August 1926 Lt. Comdr. Wabd Tresmell, who had

besn an aide to the Admiral for two ysars, was assigned to his diplomatic
staff as naval attache to Turkey, Bulgaris, and Roumania. Under instructions
from the State Department Admiral Bristol arranged in Pebruary 1927 for the
exchange of notes providing for the establistment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries, At last he was relieved from his post at

B s —
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Copstantineple in the following month and allowed to complete his naval
\ﬁ cmer in an appropriate manner. The assigment which he had expected to
; .
|
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endure for only a few months had been lengthened by conditions in the Near
East to a period of over eight years. His successor in Turkey was Amba&aa&or
Joseph C. Grew.

Eristol's subsequeant career in the Navy included two important assign-
ments. From 1927 to 1529 he was commander-in-chief of the U. S. Asiatic ‘
Fleet with the rank of a;!mi.ral and the Pittsburgh as flagship. For the next
thres years he dealt with higher naval problems as a member and chairman
of the General hecard, After his retirement in 1932 he engaged in private
business in Washington until hie death in 1939.

Of Admiral Bristol's ssrvices Secretary of State, Charles Evans Hughes,
wrote: "Tha succese and achiovements of Admiral Bristoli in representing
fserican {ntereste in Turkey through a long and difficult period have been
signal and iv is a pleasure for me to confim whet must already be well
knowmn to your Depariment; nsmely that the distinguished naval officer has
served as a diplomat with equal distinction.® '
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