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: '.;Chapfer L INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

_ Slxtywtwo Gelman pusoners, ineluding a naval warrant officer and
_*29 enlisted men, were captured following the scuttling of the freighter
“Anneliese Essberger, (5,173 tons), after her interception on November
91,71942, by U. 8. S. Milwaukee, Cincinnati and Somers in position
00.54 N.-22.34 W. '

" No lives were lost as the crew of the German Ireighter abandoned
-ghip after exploding detonating charges in the engine room and maga-
zine and firing the bridge, chart room, and other parts of the vessel.
By the time & boarding party reached the ship, she was fiercely
_ablaze and on the point of foundering.

- Survivers were picked up and landed at Recife, Brazil, where, owing
0 transpmt difficulties, they were handed over to the custody of the
Brazilian authorities. Expert interrogators were flown from the
United States to Re_clfe and interrogation of the prisoners began within
o week of their capture. This report is the result of “on the spot”
11:_1terrogat10ns carried out by arrangement with theBrazilian authorities.

A 'shorter  time than usual was necessarily spent in studying each
individual prisoner.

= _-The first problem was o establish whether Anneliese Essberger,

after .13 months in a German-occupied port, was sailing as a blockade
unner or as a supply ship for U-boats and armed raiders. Proof was
easily and immediately obtained that she could not, herself, have been
acting as a raider. As interrogation proceeded little evidence was
obtained that she was primarily intended to act as a supply ship,
although it was established that she could bave parted with & moderate
t; nnage. of Diesel oil and a quantity of provisions bad an emergency
arisen. * Interrogators were finally convinced that the story volun-
teered, with Vsmatlons, by the majority of the crew was true; namely,
that she was running the blockade from Bordeaux to Kobe (Japan)
with ‘2 general cargo and with the final object of bringing a cargo of
crude rubber back to Germany. This theory is supported by the
fact that Anneliese Hssberger had already made one wartime passage
f101:_ﬂ Kobe to Bordeaux with a cargo of between five and six thousand
tons of cr ude rubber
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ring of the present war and had won the Tron Cross Second Class
during the Polish campaign, when he assisted in clearing a cross-
roads for advancing German troops. He had subsequently been
-tl_a,nsfcircd back to the Merchant Marine, Anneliese Essberger being
s first wartime ship.

.; The remainder of the ship’s officers were typical merchant seamen
_oi no more than average ability.

-.-The Ship’s Doctor, Leo Hofmann, age 33, was another encouraging
cexaniple of the difficulties Germany is now apparently encountering
Aan, manning ships with suitable men. He is a gynecologist and chil-
*(h en’s doctor and had a practice in suburban Berlin.  He had applied
1o the German Medical Council for war duty and had been drafted
'-'by them to Anneliese Hssberger. The remaining merchant seamen
‘were .a sheepish, ill-conditioned, and unintelligent party of men.
Comparatively fow had been with Anneliese Essberger on her lust
dash from Kobe to Bordeaux. Of the rest, some had served on other
sizoable merchantmen, but o large number had been drafted from
small coastal craft, tugs, ferry, and fishing boats.

2 Fhe  general standard of health was low. One man who had
contracted syphilis in Bordeaux had been sent to sen with his cure
half completed. Many others had suffered from veneral disenses,
‘stomach ulcers, rupture, oilrash, and other complaints, while oue
man .possessed o certificate showing that he had recently been ex-
“amined for suspected tuberculosis.

" “The youngest members of the crew were four boys of 15, one of
whom was still 14 when he first joined the ship at the end of Octo-
ber, 1942,

~ There appeared to be & homosexual trend among some of the
~anerchant seamen and captured diaries contained such entries as:
“Frwin laid my picture in his bunk last night.”

2hoA large number of health certificates among eaptured effects
~showed that the crew had made prolonged and exhaustive use of the
official brothel facilitics in Bordeanx.




":Chuprer ill EARLY HISTORY OF ANNELIESE ESSBERG

~Anneliese Essberger (5,173 pross tons), was built by the Deut
: -W erft A. G. Finkenwerder, Hamburg, for the John T. Essherger.
She was completed m 1935 and registered at Hambwg. Up 0
" outbreak of war she had cruised extensively around the America
in the Far Kast, following a tramp routine, taking on and shippi
variety of cargoes whenever and wherever opportunity offered.

o yisited umumola,hle ports, and prisonets who had been on board dum

“that period were excusably vague as to her exact movements,

. Anneliese Fssberger is known to have been in Bremen in the &
Vof 1938 and in Quebec in June of that year. Tn April 1939 sh
‘Rotterdam on her last peacetime voyage, touching at Canadian
“United States east coast ports and making her way to Vancouver

“oway of the Panama Canal, At Vancouver she took on a care

““awood which she delivered at-Shanghai. She had not long left Sha,

“hai, east-bound, when war broke out, and following the bro
7-1mt1ucf,10ns of the German Naval Operations Directorate she.
ceeded to tho most suitable neutral port which in her case was
:.Japim

- Anneliese Essbef ger was lIaid up in Kobe for 21 months, mcludm
"'&.1_1_(_)_1_t~ period in dry dock to have her bottom seraped. By June 1

- ‘considerable number of her erew had taken advantage of fac

: ':_proirided by the German Consul in Kobe and had retwrned to (len
“vig the Trans-Siberian Railway. They ]omed German seamen

" “other lmd-up ships and made the journev in pavties of as mﬂ'n

60 strong.

- In May 1941 word cama to Captain Prahm that Anneliese Essb
“was required to run the blockade back to Germany. The:
---eomplement was made up to full strength with seamen from*

'lmdwup German ships including Havenstein, Ramses, and Augsd

A cargo of between five and six thousand tone of crude rubb,

- taken on board. No armament was mounted for this passage.




Chapter IV. YVOYAGE FROM KOBE TO BORDEAUX
\nneliese Fssberger left Kobe ab the end of June 1941 and arrived
at Bordeaux on September 21, 1941. According to prisoners, the
assage was made eastward around Cape Hom and was entirely
uneventful. ~On the few occasions mast tops or smoke pluties were
si_ghted on the horizon, Prahm turned his ship away and made off
__at._-3'11é1'___be_3t speed, following instructions to avoid contact with all
hipping of whatever nationality. .
Prisoners were unanmous in stating emphatically that no armed
Ters, supply ships, or U-boats were met on this voyage, and, as there
were no means of proving anything to the contrary, this statement
ad tobo accepted.
‘It was.also claimed that rigid radio silence was maintained, but
this again was almost impossible to check, as neither of the two radio
officers captured had taken part in this cruise.
- Arriving in Bordeaux the crew was either paid off or sent on leave
and “Anneliese FEssberger laid up through the winter months,

7 -




pem m any GBI man Navy.:_-
o1 _35) It:is plobabie that

b-was apparent from the state-

made at Bmdeau\ o concefﬁ i
nners ‘and, supply slnps in thth port,
s, and that _'changes of uame are part

i Hssberg, BW WaS | n,galn musteled':.n_ld'
tad. o accompa,ny a second stpply. slnp, 'or-blocl
t oceasion: Annelzese Essberger's role Was_'_
of the: Guonde estusuy she ploceede
‘o Lu P&Hme ‘an the hope . that she ould
attentmn of patxo]lmg enemy -aircraft to helself Wlnl :
rue blockade tun or slipped through unobselvcd to the west
1ev" d that this ruse had. succeeded,
naining 3 da,ys af T, Pallice An’nehese Essberger put back._'
, and _whﬂe out of sught of land the ship was 1epmnted in
' and eray: camouﬂage When she agam
4 hoped that she’ would be nnstaken fora
1 ﬂ,nd' different: vessel _'-'Tlns maneuver Was again v
mé with the l]ﬂelellce"that ‘on. the leturn tnp fmm La
ship. 'Was rep&mt'éd n black : and ' '

LA

mg _-:he 1 'g penods of m&ctlwt;y of t,he shlp,'
iv o1 board: ut in -a,-_lundergalten which thas been
\ the_ Bmdeaux suburb of Bassens :




ie houses by -Itahan U~b0&t clews cost Annelzese Essber ger casuaL ;

ies of one ‘case of syphﬂls and seveml of gonorrhea. )
pa'mmon ‘of “Anneliese Essberger -for her mext major voyage
_1oceeded in: 1elsulely f&sluon In August space between-decks over

'holdmg 12 4 a,nd 1 men 1cspectwely Vege_table 011 tm]ks in hold
No. 3 wete adapted as Diesel oil bunkers,
In Septembel as the first naval ratings arrived, the ship’s arma-
en_t was mounted and the neccssary coustructional stiffening car-
ied out. At this time, naval prisoners said, Konteradmiral Mensche
ald flequenb visits -to the ship to sntlsfy Limself that this work
vas bemﬂ correctly. done FETEEA
In October Annéliese Essberger was moved to the quayside at
_assens avhere her cargo was faken on board. During the loading
“an incident ‘Oceurr erl which illustrates the rigid sccurity measures in
fore ce ab Bozdemm “Two cases with no markings as to contents or
estma,tlon were 1ouohly handled, possibly with intent, by French
3 vedmes a8 they were being taken on board, so that they broke
"'open 1eveahne, an t.he .one case red powder, and in the other, bicycle
“The, sh1p s calpenter who offered to vepair the cases, was at
1ce: wsuned oft and told that it was strictly forbidden for a1y mem-
- of the crew.to tamper with the cargo. The work of repairing the
e was latel carried out by specm,l men sent from shore.
-_Detaﬂs of the cargo are. gwen in Ohmptel IX, Technical Details of
-lmw_lwsa Essbergm R
7 At this time Captam thm pmd a short visit to Berlin to obtain
:lns detailed smlmg orders from the German Operations Directorate.
- Loading was completed by the third week in October and on October
5, ‘Anneliese L’ssbe?ger made o false start, again to throw foreign
oents off the scent. ~She sailed down to t.he mouth of the estuary
and fhen 1etmned to & different part of the river. At the beginning
:of _Novembel Konteradmiral Mensche came on board to inspect the
naval party. “He delivered o short address in which he exhorted
ach man to do his duty and to be paltlculaﬂy careful to keep his
m uth shut if ca,ptmed
The melclmnt seamen, who were now again at full st.lenoth had
gned articles for “a leng thy voyage of unknown duration,” and had
ach’ b_een given g ceitlﬁcate stating: “The beaver does not belong
either to the German army or to a German militia or volunfeer corps,
ub is to be considered ‘as a person who follows the armed forces with-
ub directly belongmg thereto, as Iaid down in Article 81 of the Geneva
onventlon dated July 27 192() 1e°’a1dmg the tleatment of pnsone1s _

-a,ptmed documents show that in spite of these celinﬁc&tes a
ber of. the mer chant seamen were latel assu;ned to guns Crews, o




" Chapter - V1. LAST VOYAGE OF ANNELIESE ESSBERGE
- {ONI Nore: JInterrogation results in this chapter have been suppleméﬁte
dedugtions from faint pencil markings on eaptured charts and from the it
o officer’s notebook, where impressions had been left after the frst 10 p
- .containing the actual writing, had been torn out. It was possible, by sp
- treatment, to obtain o number of positions and times from the notebook;
--gomplele accuracy of this reconstruction of the voyage cannot be guarante

" According to & captured document and to prisoners’ staté_ﬁn

U Ammeliese Essberger finally sailed from Bordeaux on Novembe

o :_-'1_94_;2. The vessel cast off all lines at 1340; the voyage began at 135
" the pilot -was tglken on ab 1145 and dropped a6 1945 at Buoy N
(ONI Nore: Believed to be at Royan, in the mouth of the Giro

“ 7 River). The time of departure (1340) was confirmed by intery

" tlon, with the added observation that this was in order to reach

- 'Bay of Biscay at dusk. A mine-destrucbor ship (“sperrbrech

- and a patrol boat preceded the vessel down the 1iver. '
“From the mouth of the Gironde, Anneliese Essberger’s cours

 approximately west and then southwest to position (believed to
" “been taken at 1200 on November 6th) 45.02 N.-05.45 W. L

“On November Gth, between 1000 and 1400, the vessel was sub
to air attack. General quarters was sounded by signaling by

" Code the letter “F for “TFlieger” (Aircraft) over the ship's

. speakers. Prisoners stated that they were first sighted by o Liber
« " bomber which dropped & bornbs, and later by a Whitley which
" fwo attacks, droppmg first two bombs and later, one. :
- “All guns were used to counter the attacks, including the 10
. aft, which fired barrages of high explosive and shrapnetl shells. -
" “believed that the Whitley was damaged by a shell from the 10
. No .direct hits were sustained by Annesliese Fssberger, but
miss is stated to have jarred the propeller shaft causing & sligh
tion 1n speed.
7 7At dusk on this day, & submarine was sighted on the horizen.
" was thought to be British, judging by her sithouette and by &
" %hat she did not flash a recognition signal, which, there is some
" to believe, should have been the Morse letters “MS”.

Lo gaused an alteration of course which is revealed in the chart ma

©ag: 45.00 N.~06.47 W. to 45.07 N.~06.23 W. to 44.46 N.-06.
~from which position the vessel vesuined her course.
are timed at 1625, 1845, and 1815 respectively.
shows the vessel on an almost true westerly course ab 44 4
4O : IR
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W It s $hought that this position was fixed by a D/F bearing from

L'o_fi;’a_t;t_'(lle de Groix). ‘On November 7 th, at 1400, there was anobher
"abbacks, this time by 2 Sunderland aircraft wihich allegedly dropped
“bombs and one depth charge, scoring no hits and no ancomfortably
‘near misses,

A fix at 0630, on November 7th, reveals the ship to have been .ot
44,47 N~0940 W, The noon position of the vessel was 4447 N—
11.52 'W., making the:24-hour run from the previous day’s noon
~position approximately 330 miles. Further positions for the 7th of
- November are indicated as 44.54 N.-13.35 W. (1830), 45.00 N.—
115.20 W. (2400).

: '_"Fdr the 8th of November, the following positions are ndicated:
45,00 N~16.55 W. (0600(?)), 45.00 N.-18.05 W. (1200), 44.45 N -

10.00 W. (1800(?)), 44.45 N~22.30 W. (2400 (M).

. For the 9th of November, the following positions are given: 44.45
N.-23.15 W. and 44.50 N.~26.30. W,

" From the noteboolk of the third officer, additional positions were
established. "This noteboole had the first 10 pages torn out, but it was
possible to decipher impressions of positions left on the first remaining
page. “These, while not always clear, are definite enough to establish
that the vessel continued her general westerly course to a point
northwest of the Azores before heading south. The notebook con-
tained several positions for this area which reads as follows:

AR ' 4358 N-31.51 W.

59 N~ 43 W,

43.30 N.-32.40 W.

' 39 W.

43.37 N.-32.71 W.

42 52 N—

EREAE 4447 N.-36.35 W.

“These positions are believed to be in the order as shown. About 10
“days out, 8 twin-funneled merchant vessel was sighted hull down on
the horizon, by the masthead lookout. According to instructions,
- Anneliese Hssberger at once trned away and fled for some hours before
“returning to her original course.

% No indications have been obtained as to the actual positions of
 Anneliese Lssberger from the last position shown above until shortly
_before her sinking. TIn the third officer’s diary, theve is a pencil entry

‘of the position 01.00 N -23.00 W. This position is to the porthwest
of ‘the position of her sinking and falls approximately upon one of the
wo lines drawn on & chart (German Admiralty No. 384) of the South
“Atlantic taken from prisoners.. This position is likewise marked on
]iejcha_l"t_. . ‘On the chart, the courses on which are described in detall
in Chapter IX, Tactics and Strategy (), two apparently alternate

._ routes ave shown: the one, skirting the coast of South America; the







:Chapter VII S!NKING OF ANNELIESE ESSBERGER

_t_0516 G O T on Novembel 21, 1942, Task Group 23.2, consist-
ing of Milwaukee (Oommsmdm Cuusel Division Two), ﬂagshlp, Cin-
"cmmatz El.lld Somers, were in latitude 01.00 N., longitude 22.00 W., on
base course 269° 1., speed 11 knots, pmceedmg toward point of ougm.
__:f01 the day 8 search atitude 01.00 N., longitude 23.00 W.; order of
'._f_slnps from ahead; Somers, lewaukee Cincinnaty, zigzagging in
accordance with approved plan, conducting operations in search for
blockade runners, = Visibility was excellent with diffused moonlight,
“avind was from 140°T., force four.

i Accmdmg to ﬂﬁlwaukees report, at 0532, Omcmnat@ reported a
._'_Radm contact bearing 302° T., distance 22,000 yards and at 0533
advised that target was & sulff\,ce ship. At (}538 a ship, which proved
aber to be Annclwsc Essberger, was sighted from Milwaukee by high-
posmon ‘lookout on bearing 309° T., and at o distance of 17,800
‘yalds obtamed by FC Radar. At 0540 erews went to General Qum-
ters, By 0546 the range of the strange ship had closed to 14, 600 yards.

‘AL, 0551; the Task Group Commander ordered an emergency turn of
1 ships to the right to course 315° T., and immediately thereafter
_11fected Somers to investigate the stmnoe ship whose course at the
“time was estlmated o be 095°T. The Task Group Commander then
lu_ected 4 column movement of the cruisers to the left to 090° T, in
order ~to parallel the strange ship’s course. At 0600 Milwaukee
hallenged the ship with AA4. The ship replied with call letters
-J-P-V, the international call of steamship Skjelbred, a Norwegian
reighter. ‘At this time, the strange ship appeared to have changed
ourse to 160° T., and at 0624, the course of the cruisers was changed
0:160° T. . The strange ship was then called with the appropriate
: lhed secret identification signal to which there was no reply. At
- 0638 course of Milwawkee and Cincinnati was 090° T., and cruisers
: \{el_e,_ _41gzaggmt_,, speed having been increased to 18 knots At this
ime 'Some'is' and the strange ship bore about 080° T. The strange
.'slnp now altered course to approximately 030° T., and headed toward
g small rain squall, At 0651, at a distance of about 4 miles smoke
and - flame ‘were observed coming from the strange ship’s super-
'uctme and almost simultaneously Somers reported that the ship

vas afire and was lowering boats. At 0656, the first of three heavy
: xplosmns was observed on the freighter; one forward, one just abaft
he ‘deck: house, and one aft.  The explosion aft was tmmendous and

e reckage 100%00 feet in the air. -
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_: Pusonels f101n the Shlp later stated that their captain had been
-anxious ever since they had been sighted by the corumercial aireraft
011 the previous day "No drastic alteration of course had, however,
been made.

:Accmdmg to prisoners, preparations for abandoning ship were made
‘ns 8001 as the cruisers were sighted at about 0550 G. C. T. on Novem-
ber 21, 1942, 'When challenged with AA at 0600 by Milwaukee,
-1ep1y was made with the international call of the Norwegian freighter
Shjelbred, in accordance with sealed orders which Captain Prahm had
: mCewed in Berlin during his visit to the German Operations Divector-
“ate. “Following these instructions Prahm also ordered that the
‘ Norwegian flag be broken at the mast head. These subterfuges were
-performed less with the object of escaping interception and more in
~ the hope of gaining time for the collection and destruction of secrat
“documents and codes. The chief radio officer stated that he had been
"plevmusly instructed to send out a radio signal should Anmeliese
. Essberger be intercepted, but in point of fact he was so occupled with
“other work that he had no time to get the set in operation. Tt is
doubtful whether this statement can be accepted, as a full hour
elapsed from the time of sighting the cruisers to the final scuttling of
the vessel.

At about 0640, when it became apparent that the ship was doomed
1o cither sinking or captuve, piles of inflammable material which had
been hwriedly prepared were ignited and the crew ordered into the
“hoats. ‘Tle captain, the first officer, the chief engineer officer, and the
naval warrant officer remained behmd to explode scuttling charges in
the engine room and in the after hold. It appeared that the Mer-
chant Marine officers attended to the engine room charges and the
naval warrant officer to the hold, where firing of the scuttling charge
caused the major explosion observed from the cruisers. At 0700 the
“Cterman merchant Swastika flag was raised at the mainmest and the
“Norwegian flag hauled down. The final act of the officers before
' 'abaudomng ship was to put a revolver bullet through a dog, belonging
4o one of the seamen, which had travelled on the ship as mascot. It
fwas apparvently thought by the senior officers that they might not be
picked up by the cruisers and this e\plams why charts, which proved
of help in plotting the ship’s final cruise, were taken into the boats.

- Following the e\plosnons aboard Anneliese Essberger, group com-
mander directed the cruisers to act independently and maneuver to
avoid submarines, Cincinnati to go northward, Milwaukee to south-
ward of the ship. Cruisers were also ordered to send a salvage party,
lmme(hately themaftm The freighter was now observed to be
tiling by the stern. - Heavy black smolre appeared coming from the
funuel and sup_er_st_l ucture. At 0709 a boat from Somers was observed




a,longsule Steam _ﬂ_ﬁd smolke could be scen coming from the ;
—and after holds, and flames had spread throughout the bridge

~plosions had epparently blown the bottom out of the target,
effectively in the after hold, as the ship was sinking rapidly hy.
stern. - The armed boat party, which had picked up one of Fsshe;
- junior officers from one of the swrvivors’ boats to act as guide,:
~.alongside the sinking vessel. Two officers and six men of the p
“were able to step onto the main deck from the whaleboat, sinee |
~were only 4% feet of freeboard on the sinking vessel at this
- Search forward was prevented by heat from the fire in the forv
hold.  The after hold and the engincering spaces were likewise b
o ing fiercely. . One officer, however, was able to reach ihe bullet;
" board and rip off the ship’s Watch, Quarter, and Station Bjll,
- other boarding officer obtained an officer’s notebool and s
: - propaganda booklets from an officer’s room. At 0714 G. (.
- armed boat party was ordered to leave the ship, at which i
- drceboard at the stern was only a foot and a half. The party
“.along the Swastika, a Norwegian flag, a machine gun and AImmid
tion, and a 4-inch high explosive shell, as well as clothing snaps

" “the cargo.

" From Milwaukee it was now observed that flames weérve envel,
the ontire superstructure of the Ireighter which was rapidly sin
by the stern. By 0715 flames had died down somewhat, but the s
“was almost under water. TFour boats of survivors were obser
““abont a thousand yards from their ship, two other boats o
farther’ away and empty. At 0726, the stern of the freighter;
- “under and she heeled over to port. At exactly 0728, the ship sa
the stern in position latitude 00.54 N, longitude 22,34 W, A
Somers was divected to remain in the vicinity of the survivors:in:t

- event of an attempt by an enemy submarine to approach the scer

- of the sinking. Milwaukee and Cincinnati then proceeded to.on
" out a previously arranged aircraft search. At 0845, four planes :
“eatapulted and Milwaukee and Cincinnati proceeded on patr
cicourse 230°°T., at 15 knots. At 1116, cruisers burned and hes
- hack on cowrse 052° T. Planes were recovered at 1315, at which ti
. Somers was sighted and Milwaukee headed for life boats, which.
- hoisted sail, to pick up prisoners. At 1505, the fivst. boat of priso
~came alongside and personnel were taken aboard. At the Same
- Somers sent a boat alongside with varions articles salvaged by
- boarding party, including a muster roll and an abandon ship bil
- the German motorship Anneliese Fssberger. A total of 62 ‘offi
and -men, 23 of the German navy, were reccived on board and
nuniber was later found, by interrogation, to accouut for all 1

aboard theship. .




Chapier VIII TACTICS AND STRATEGY

General Remarks

“he bulk of the evidence obtained from interrogation of prisoners
tonds -to prove that Anneliese Fssberger was first and foremost a
ockade rummer. At the same time; as she was scheduled to pass
hrough aieas where U-boats might be eicountered on patrols far

'A:melicse Essbergc:r survivors aboard U. 8. 8, Milwaukee.

[r m t,hcu b‘Lses it was probably considered expedient by the German
‘ations Directorate to provide her with ample fuel and food, so
tha -she _could be. summoncd to part mth a cerbain amount of both

Wcra under the impression that U-boats along their route
rarned of their appearance and their course.  The captain
1bly “mned thﬂt. 1f anythmg fcuced him off hlS set course

17




o That Anneliese Essberger caavied only half her cup_a._( bV G
- was ‘attributed by prisoners to the fact that the Gemmm"-()pt

- Directorate -considered it safer to distribute available Carg,

~number of ships rather than to run the risk of losing a full cipes

~one ship, - Tn this connection it was emphasized that goods
. from Germany to Japan were merely token cargoes, carried {or
.- poses of showing the flag, and that the real object of blockade.s
- was to bring valuable cargoes, crude rubber in the case of ghi

~back to Germany. ' :
- It was expected by some members of the erew that theiy ¢
. Japan and back would take approximately 6 months. '

Charts

" The following four German Admivalty Charts were recove
. prisoners: .
. .-No. 516 Cape Verde to Pernambuco,
" No. 384 General Chart of South Atlantic,
- 'No. 292 General Chart from England to Africa,
- No. 239 General Chart of the English Channel and the
: Biscay.

~Each chart bore a stamp stating that it has last been checked
- German Naval Hydvographic Section, Wilhelmshaven, on Janu;
1942, In view of this fact, it may be presumed that pencil ma,
.on the captured charts relate to Anneliese Essberger’s nst
~Notices in black and red on the charts forbade any corree
“‘pencil, and officers were referred to “Nachrichten fiir Seefal
- (Notices to Mariners).
S Chart N 0. 239 reveals the following markings:

: " Dates and Times

Positions

|

Fixes aud Remarks

a)  6m

AB) &, (1625)

Cmo (1846
(1915)

LDy (640)
O KEY A

45.02 N-05.45 W

45.00 N-06.47 W -

.07 N-06.23 W
44,46 N-06.23 W

| 4447 N-0Y, 18 W

.47 N-09.40 W

J 4447 N-11.52 W

Course line o an estimated position from 03
Course lines between each of these polnts in orde
is reversed from wost to esst betwoen Jolak

- Probable date 6/11. :

Course dug west from position B (3). [
beaving from Lorient (fle de Groix) determi
sition, No date or time indicated.

Course due west from position C. Prohabie.d

Fix at 45.08 N-12.55 W. Fix lines in £his :

©The following marginal caleulations are also to be seen on tl

0 146 11

0 23 64
T 52

KK 96 o
13 LI

83

955 486 9 42 a0




:hmt No 292 IGVGﬂlS the iollowino positions and markings:

nua{md’}i:mb g . ) R Pasitions

Posmou B of Chart No. 239 (d4:47 N1l 32 W)
d4:54 N-13:35 W
T 45:00 N-E5:20 W
45:00 N-16:65 W
45:00 N-18:05 TV
44:45 N-19:00 W
44:45 N-22:30 W
44:45 N-23:15 W
44:50 N-?ﬁ:a(] w

T

Ohmt \To 516 bears four references to “Nachrichten fiir Seefahrer”
11"-t.hv area of the Cape Verde Islands. These dre:

1.8, 42-494" just west of Santo Antdo Island

_f. 3. 42-436" just north of Sao Nicolau Island

.. 8. 42-1248" just north of Fogo Island
.'.:t'. S. 42-1249” just south of T Fogo Island
Thc recurring ““42” in these serial numbers suggests that corrections
nye _bo._en made following the reception of intelligence from this area
uring the year 1942,

C‘hm‘t ‘No. 384 reveals the following markings:

Position: 00.54 N.-22.30 W. (close Lo the position of sinking).
Two lines are also drawn:

Eine 4. along the South American Coast from a point north-
S0 east of the mouth of the Amazon to a point east of
~0 7 Buenos Aires.

Flom 05.00 N.—45.00 W., the line runs east-southeast to
S 01,00 N—29.00 W, (bt Paul Roeks), and thence due
south to its end at 40.00 $-29.00 W,
ine B: along the African coast.
-_I‘lom a prdbnble point southwest ol the Azores, the line
runs southeast to 05.00 S.~15.00 W, then due south past
Ascension Jsland to 11.00 8.—15.00 W., then southeast to
40. 00 5.-05.00 E. The line thet continues due east past
the: C‘ape of Good Hope.

*hese lines are considered to be alternate cotirsés orto mark the
its of safety between which a ship might pass without denger from
ased p&tlol aireraf.

ereiess and Communications

lzese' I_f,ssber Jer s two Merchant Marine radio officers wers
ucted:-to leep striet radio silence at sea, and only to break it if
The senior radio officer denied that he bad, in fact, trans-
ny. mguals atall, even at the time of smlqng, as the ship was
00 qluckly-for lnm to get; the set in oper ation. There is




ome reason £6 doubt. this remark as fully an hour elapsed at (h,
‘g from first sighting of the cruisers until final scuttling.” .
.+ Wateh was kept on Norddeich short wavelengths. but ‘onl
‘essages were received of interost to the ship, these being wen
reports ‘in_the Biscay -area. Concerts from German stations
+ relayed over.the ship’s loudspeakers. A
-The senior radio officer asserted that he was responsible for-enco
~.and decoding messages. He added that the one seaman, 2 cl. (Rad
“-on board did nothing more than clean up the cabin and seruly the

AT . Camouflage .

= No 'eia.bol'nte attempt was made to disguise Anneliose Lissbery,

% her last cruise. According to her crew the superstructure ws

. altered, and the 105 mm. gun aft lefy exposed to give the sh1p
- appesrance of an Allied merchantman. For g brief périod,

intercepted, ‘the captain endeavored to pass the ship. off “ag
- Norwegian Skjelbred, and a Norwegian flag, which had remained

- gince leaving Bordeanx, was broken, Iater to be replaced b
““German Naval flag when it was obvious that the true identity

-ship had been detocted. . JR

. "At the time of interception the ship was painted medium gra;

Jight evay superstructure. ) o

o In May 1942 she had been painted in blue, black, and gray pat

- -of .camouflage, and in. Junc 1942 in black and gray zebra st¥ip
~This was part of the general policy laid down by the “Kricgsm
Cdienststelle Bordeaux” (Bordeaux Nawval Command) which . ré
merchant ships in the port to repaint frequently, change Mo
‘about the harbor and make false starts down the river, in the hop
~confusing enemy agents and bafHing air reconnaissance. -
VT was established that while in Berdeaux Anneliese Essberge
‘given the name M|V Herstein and p%ssibly that of Sperrbreche
{Mine Destructor Vessel 149), as the address AV Herstein-Sp
“brecher 149 was found in the E’%lim'y of one of the merchant sen
. The name Sperrbrecher 148, if it related to Anneliese Essherge
ha,i‘__dly:hf_l.v_c'bccn more than a disguise, for it is unlikely that the
~would have been converted to a mine destructor and then bae
CaTgO Shl]_) . ) . G

-7 "The impression was given that the change of names only rela

. the time at Bordeaux for the prisoners cheerfully admitted the

- 'ship was Anneliese Fssberger but only reluctantly that she 4
been known as Herstein, ‘ .
- The name. Anneliese Essberger is stated to have been on' en

- identifichtion plates and was evident; although painted over,’

lifeboat ‘picked up by U. 8. 8, Omaha, on N ovember 24,1942




n_m's.n;é. "po"'s'itid'n '6f sinking. It is possible that the name Herstein
1sed only when 1epa11s were being carried out and while the ship
being . load od by foreign workmen.

Recagnmon Signals

_was statod that recognition signals were changed at. least cvery
'daws ‘but few details could be obtained about them. On the
ning: of November 6, 1942, when a submarine was sighted some
5 'vny, ‘the ca,ptiun tool\ fught and ﬂcd deciding that it was an

( lbbhngs on the back of a beer-hall bill taken from a Mer- ~
ant ILavine officer probably refer to recognition signals at some stage
.4.717?6[%6.56 Easbe.rgev s last voyage, but no help could be obtained
m the ofﬁcel in doclphelmg them "The scribblings read as follows:

(3 Wlnte 3 Red) .

£ 8. iibt 1__\110_“'11 what the words “Bibexr”

and “Moosbueh” refer to,



" Chapter IX. TECHNICAL DETAILS OF
. ANNELIESE ESSBERGER

:(qj .'Desc.ription and dimensions (supplemented by details from
o “Lloyd's Register”’).

v

'_.-Anne_licse Fssherger was a cargo vessel of 5,173 tons, built in 1935

~‘at the Deutsche Werft, Finkenwerder, Hamburg, and owned by John
T, Bssborger.  In peacetime ber port of registry was Hamburg; shie
“flew the German flag, and her pre-war call letters were DJQC.
- “Her deséription and dimensions from the latest “ Lloyd’s Register”
are as Tollows: R '
. QGross tonnage: 5,173 tons
- Under deck: 4,657 tons
- Net: 3,052 tons ~ -
Description: 1 deck, 2nd deck in number 3 hold, and machinery
- space; longitudinal framing in double bottom; strengthened for
- navigation in ice; shell, decks, and imner bottom partly electri-
o cally welded; cruiser stern; cellular construction of double
.- " bottom, 362 fect, 1,285 tons.
o Length: 418.5 .
- Breadth: 57.2°
v Width: 25.37
TN “Poop 25 feet; forecastle and bridge 383 feet; fiat keel.
.. While in Bordeaux after her return from Kobe, dnnelicse Kssberger

““decks two 4-man cabins and one 12-man cabin for ratings were built

'_'3_:n;_1_1idships over hold No. 4. Extra cabins were constructed off the -
“centercastle. A vegetable oil tank in hold No. 3, of 1,200 metric tons -

 capacity, was converted to a fuel tank.

. The vessel’s cruising speed was 12 knots, with a maximum of 13

- knots,

(b) Avmament.

o Anneliese Fssberger carried one 105-mim. gun mounted aft, uncamou- =
flaged. "This was manned by a gun crew of 7 men and, in addition,
6 merchant seamen supply numbers and 1 seaman pharmacist were.

ordered to stand by'.t.he._ gun crow. Two or three men werd permanently

on watch at this gun.

- underwent repairs and alterations. These consisted of the construe-
o tion of extra accommodations between decks for naval personnel and
““conversion :of a cargo tank for additional fuel stowage. Between




20- mm AA guns were mouuLed on the port side and two
starboard, -one at each corner of the centercastle. Three men each
assxgncd to the former, and three and four to the latter two.

In adc ition there were fom light machine guns of 1934 model. Two
rere located on the fantail and two were in the vicinity of

dge. - There were stanchions along the rail for more machine
The nmc-hme g,uns had splmtcl sh1elds A machme gun

was stu,{;e(l that amplg ammumtion was cauled and that the supply
wils not_ uncluly dupletocl by the actions with enemy airer aft on Novem—

thol 05—mm gun
i r;lc,moh_tlo_n charges, stated to be about 1 foot square, were

seIni- -armor-piercing, and shrapnel shells were carried




- (k) Other qmpmem
B The, vossel was oqmppod with a divection finder an(l echo_
: '-dewce - -
()] Eﬂgmes o
“The power unit consisted of two MAN Dicsel enémes vn,ch
.h p., driving a single screw through gears. The engines were
";stated to be capable of from 200 to 220 revolutions per minuge
" down by reduction gears to from 70 to 92r. p. m. “Lloyd's R
states that the 2 oil engines were sheathed with wood, and.tl
reduction gear was fitted between the main engines with ¢l
_ shafting geared to the screw shaft. They were of 12 cvhnd(
‘77%5” , and had a nominal horsepower of 885. SR
Electl ical machinery on the vessel was built by Garbe and L

' -._'(m) Fyel,

- The regular bunlkers carried 900 tons of fuel oil which wa
'.-nmuted by the reserves kept in the converted vegetable oil tanl
“metric tons. The total fuel capacity of the vessel was thus
_"=to:ns. Dmly oil consumptmu was said to range from 13 to. 15

('n) Cargo.
" Anneliese Hssberger was stated to have been carrying 2 000
" “tons of cargo, which is less than half of her estimated car
pacity. It was 1epeatedly stated that the vessel was not fully
~-and only half full in every hold. According to the boarding
“however, this does not seem to bear out with respect to:
hold, which was stated to have been loaded lo within 5 fe
top.. The cargo consisted chiefly of dyestuffs and machin
‘The former were said to be stored in cases or sacks. An estim
- 'the cargo may be gained from the following tabulation of hold ¢
' Hold No. 1: Sacks. '
" Hold No. 2: Machine parts in cases of 4 cu. m.
“Hold No. 3: Vegetable oil tank used for fuel oil.
Hold No. 4: Crates with powder. Potatoes and dry slot
Hold No. 5: Sacks and cases. Accor ding to the bomc!mo
also some acid which was foaming. y
. "The presence of dyestufls in the cargo was substantiated by
‘statements. Furthermore, one of the crates in hold No. 4.
to Lhave broken open and spilled red powder in the hold. ~Gre
_flom leakage were also mentioned. Bicycle pedals and p
“frequently mentioned as cargo, and also fire clay molds, cemen
composition buttons. Samples of medicine made by. S(‘heu
Co, Berlin {(sleeping powder, glandular powder, etc. )y B it
wire rope, and drums. sm(l boxes of pam{, plomen(;s are a,l
the boal rhng 1ep01‘ ' AR




: -25 R

m,]omzy of cases were, sr.ud to have been of the dimensions
2:hy 2 feet.: Two heavy cases of raachinery, as well as large,
h saclks which were lowered one at a time, were also spoken of.
0-gallon dr ums ‘of acid are mentioned in the boarding report
__towed on the port . qumtm It is suggested that these

Vere n,lso cmned Thele was o lmoe stock of medical




“Chapter X. OTHER SHIPS -
'_".I_talz_'an Submarine “Barbarigo.” o
" Prisoners stated that a submarine commanded by 'C&’pi‘t
- Tregate (Commander) Enzo Grossi, returned to Bordeaux f
eruise “towards the end of October” (1942). (ONI Nor
~‘belteved to command the 941-ton submarine Barbarigo),” Me
the -crew of Anneliese Essberger took photographs of the It
- marine as it sailed past them, in the Garonne, flying two vi¢
- nants of white letters on ved ground, one of which allegedly -
that Grossi had just sunk a second U.S. A. battleship. " (ON:
A special Italian communique of May 22, 1942, claimed tha
. “In Barbarigo had sunk a U. S. A. battleship of the Marylana
- the coast of the island of Fernando Noronha. A second specia,
communigue dated October 7, 1942, claimed: “Early this my
70234 {talian (Rome) time, at Latitude 2 degrees, 15 mimites
~and Longitude 14 degrees, 25 minutes west, namely in the
~about 330 miles southeast of Freetown, West Afvica, the suby
--Barbarigo, with Commander Enzo Grossi in command, att
~United States battleship of the Mississippt type which sailed
150 degrees and a speed of 13 knots. The battleship was h
- ‘bow by four torpedoes and was seen sinking.” Both these cla
- utterly without foundation). e
i+ "The vainglorious Grossi, who -had already earned promotion fol
RE ang his first “success’ was lavishly feted on his refurn to Bor
“Ociober, where he was greeted by Ambassador Dino. Alfie
" Admiral Mensche and other high Ttalian and German dignit:
.- naval officers. ' In the course of these celebrations & visit was
- October 27 to the Seamen’s Home at Bordeaux-Bassens, where
- pletures were taken by the crew of Anneliese Essberger who als
- ored for antographs. Grossi appears to have told his story
.l prisoners firmly believed his claims. L
~8, 8. “Stuttgart.” B
- “According to a prisoner, this former Norddeutscher Lloyd 1
~.ton passenger steamer has now heen converted to a hospital sl
' has been operating up and down the N orwegian coast and up’
“of Finland. She haslain at different times at Swinemiinde ar
“hafen. . ' - L
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“Reproduction of captured instructions for visiting brothels for -t.h-e:-Ai'_'”'

in Bordeaux,




A prisoner ‘who had served as buteher on this 11,400-to1
deutscher Tloyd passenger steamer stated that when he left by
'middle of August 1942 she was lying at Danzig and s ‘ser
. floating -barracks for naval enlisted men. Previously she hag
* veported b Kiel. o
8.8, “Deutschland.”. - R
A number of prisoners had served on this former 21,000-10;
 passenger steamer now used as o naval floating barracks fo;
“men 8t Danzig. ' S
MV *“Elsa Essberger.”. . R
A number of prisoners, including the captain, admitted seei
~ship, & sister ship of Anneliese Essherger, in Bordeaux durir
“stay there, and one prisoner claimed that she was still ther
- beginning of November 1942, - BORER

8.8, 4Der Deutsche”

o Jaspis.” R G

.= This ship, degcribed as a 6,500-ton tanker, was stated by a p

““who had served on her, to be employed in carrying fuel up ¢

. wegian coast. The prisoner left Jaspis in September 1941

“ywas coufident that she was still afloat. R
“Passat.” S ' B

. One prisoner alleged that this tanker (formerly the. Nory

- Storstad) was now employed in. carrying fuel up the Norwegian

“The prisoner stated that she was sailed back to Germar

Bordeaux during the year 1041, passing with escort _throug

. English Chaunel. (ONI Nous: Storstad was captuved by ‘Hai

" ip the Indian Ocean September 15, 1940. She was renamed
by the raider, and used as an auxiliary to lay mines in Aust

& ‘waters. - After rendezvous with other raiders, and the pc_\ékg

~ship Admiral Scheer, she was sent back to Bordeaux carrying
~mately 400 prisoners and a quantity of captured cargo. :Sh
the passage safely, arriving in Bordeaux on or. about. De
18,1940}, ' ' ' ' il
8. 8. “Havenstein.” R
4 “This 8,000-ton Hapag steamer was laid up in Darien, Mai
~at the beginping of war. Some members of her crew joined :
" Flssherger in June 1941 at Kobe, for her dash home to Bordean
8.8,  Augsburg.”’ D o L
A prisoner stated that this former Norddeutscher Lloyd st
6,500 ‘tons, was sold by Germany to the Japanese in Februaly
Augsburg, built in"1915, is a coal-burning ship, and it was
that this being so, it would be impossible for her to xun the




mg shlps, of Whth he chd not know the names, h‘ld also been
pﬂnese 101' the SR Teas0n.

: RIES

sél now _silbwn a8 PO 936’ ba,i,\veen Mal ch and qu 1941 Wheu
1S _(ﬂnployed n cﬂlrymo iron ore from Swedish and Finnish

: _qed to Lmln 14- nnd la-yom -old boys for the Gelma.n
The ca.bm bovs class lnsts 43 weeks.




Chapter XI. BASES

Bordeaux

_ The Kuegsmmmedlenstste]le (German Navy District Co_

2 Bordeaux is stated to be under the charge of Konter
" Mensche who gppears to control all merchant shipping moy.

. within the port. That he is & man of some resource and i m
~shown by the security maneuvers which all ships in the harh

. foreed to undergo, and which are described in Chapter VIII

: ._'_’a,nd Strategy.

It appears that naval ratings destined for block&de Iun

'.-Z-Idlafted 1o the Kriegsmarinedienststelle, Bordeaux, some.d

even weelss, before sailing and are given quarters in the tow
3 they ﬁn&liy join their Sh;ps There is good reason to belie
. quarters for naval ratings are adjacent to, if not 1dentlcal wi

S BT anoed for merchant seamen.

;- The Merchant Seamen’s Home is in a kmde]oalten
_'___'Lnown as the “Fcole Enfantine” in the subwrb of Bassens
~-road to Lormont. Photographs taken from prisoners . she

L naval enhsted men and merchant seamen in this home.

have been converted fnto dormitories, and a large gmao
-~ -eonverted into a recreation room and cinema, :
. ‘Ever since the establishment of an Italian submarine bas
*deaux, the brothel distvict of the city has been kmown
“of Venel'eal disease and the appended pamphlet, taken :
oner, shows that the situation in this respect is causmg the G
-.authontles SOINE COBCETN.
30




CE W (i) (i)
aplt ‘taken at Seamen’s Howe, Bordeaux-Bassens, October 27,

s apparvently an Italian in the State Service; and (iv)
1, Brance, name unknown,




33
TRANSLATION

- Clty .Physician of Bordeaux.
Noticn

In the area of the City of Bordeaux the following medically inspected
b othels are licensed for petty officers and ratings (enlisted personnel).

- ”Josebtﬁ” Rue Castelnau-d’Auros Number 12.
2 '.:“Lﬂy” Rue Castelnau-d’Auros Nunber 14,
4 Jane”, Rue Castelnau-d’Auros Number 20.

o4 Perron”, Rue des Glaciéres Number 52.

- “Moulin Rouge”, Rue de Galles Number 39.
©. “Bultana”, Rue de Galles Number 40.

. 4 Etoile”, Rue de Galles Number 40.

" #Glaces”, Rue de Galles Number 44.
““Montmartre”’, Rue de Galles Number 49.
- “Lido”, Rue de Belleyme Number 54.
“o“Simone’”, Rue Langlois Number 29.

" The brothels are open from 1300 to 2300 o clock

{ he tln ee first mentioned brothels may also be visited by civilian
iliaries of the German Armed Forces.  Visits to other brothels are

Admission to the brothels for the Armed Forces is allowed only
1 presentation of a prophylaxis certificate which may be obtained
/- presenting one’s identification card =t one of the prophylactic
\tions located in the vicinity of the brothels. These are:

.R_ue_ Castelnau-d’ Auros Number 15

‘Rue du Chateau-d'Bau Number 67

Rue Dalon Number 52

-Those prophylac’mc stations are open from 1300 to 2400 o’clock.

1 spite of medical inspection it is possible that inmates of brothels
be venereally infected. Therefore sexual intercourse without
n (rubber protector) is prohibited. Beware of mouth infections!
“sexual intercourse is indulged in at a brothel, the name of the
hel and of the partner is to be entered on the prophylaxis certifi-
efore departure.  After intercourse the visitor must immediately
PlOphyl‘l.XlS station, where a prophylactic will be administered
- Visitors to blOthelS are to retain the right-hand portion of
nophylams certificate for at least a month. In case of infection
must report immediately to the military medical authorities.

ent by French physicians is prohibited.

slaints against brothels for the Armed Forces must be lodged
-bﬂs_%??ess__ office of the City Physician of Fordeaux, Rue du T emple




1_s ]ns du t.y to determme the ]mme and address
‘eadmo 1{; oa

cases ‘of venere _dlsease whose somce hes in Bmdeaux are to
o. City hysmmn of Bmdezmx, Rue'du Templc

(No'r'_ L age. 4'0f this pa.mphle:"_ls ﬁlled w1th a map showmg_th
ion of the bmthels"m Bordesm‘i s well a8 the. locat,mn ‘of 4l

One niwal enhsted man Stated tlmt dmmo the pl esence of the baﬁtl_
worst and (’nmsena;u in Brest he was a]located 10
peciul %moke creen _ﬂotxlla of 160 converted fishing boats each of
mol\e ploducmg appm‘atus on. board These. boa.t'
& ployed during night air-raids. - “They were statmn(,d ahout. the

ch oV ening. m posm'ons Whlch depended upon the prev‘ul
ot used dulmg the dav._._ I‘hls ﬂotﬂla

Runsburg .(Hollund)

‘naval’ pncsonel_ stated that f01 some . month% 01‘ thm vear_ The

een stationed in ‘Naval Supplies Denzu‘tment (\fIa,rmeVﬂrpﬂe@unp
am't) situnted in 'castle ab Rl]nsburo “between - TLeiden ‘and !
: He beheved ﬂus to be the lm“gest Naval quppheq Dpp

Husselr (Belglum)

ald. that h(- had l‘ecewed some of hm tr
; -:eqtabhqhed at Ha,sselt in Belnu

3that hotela and homdmg housos at Azou

o ishweat. of B01cleﬂ.u\ hmre bef'n commande T'
ni ent




SN ~ Chapter Xll. TRAINING
~Onc naval prisoner, 5 seaman 2 cl. (Radio), who had been trained at
the signal school at Aurich, stated that the speed of Morse signallmg
'1‘é£}uired_‘_for.'e.nl_isted men’s ratings was as follows:

o -E1111}(gef1‘eit¢1‘__(Seam_an, 9 class —Radio) 80 letters sending and
‘receiving per minute. - e

Funkobergefriciter (Seaman, 1st class—Radio) 100 letters send-
“ing and receiving per minute.

- Funkmast (Radioman, 3rd class) 110 letters sending and re-
ceiving per minute, '

hese standards are believed to be vather lower than the rates
quired in the German Navy at the heginning of war.




Chapter XIlI. MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS

The following account of an attack on a U-boat in the Caribl
Sea, written by a German war corvespondent who claims to hav
taken parb m the cruise, appeared October 25, 1942, in a' Bmdd i
newspaper, “ Gegen Engeland”, piinted for the benefit of Germau '
Ttalian sailors at that base. ¥

“Tonemy Arrcrarr Astmry!”

Prepaganda. Correspondent—With the Navy.

{The Correspondent, who took part in this undertaking, (l'osm‘il)o
2 sudden attack by aircraft).

“Enemy aivcraft astern! We watch it as it skims the hori izon g
disappears in the low-hanging clouds. We are in the Caribboan S
Last night we had swfaced after a daylong underwater cruise
order to refresh ourselves in the current of fresh air which swee
thlouoh the boat t is shcut.ly before ch‘moe of Wﬂ,tches -

The %cmpl&ne has circled undcl cover oi tllc clouds and sudder
shoots into view. The bomb doors are open. Submerge? Noj it
already too late! The hombs are dropping, one, two, threel
fall to port and we count the explosions. Out of our bunks! .
stinctively we duck the glance upward; for generally more l)ombf: 7
dropped.  The alarm bells ring again and the green lights flash of
once more. Now we submerge. The aireraft drops its fourth hon
exactly over the boat, which appears to leap forward. The 1iwlit"s""
out; there is a {mlde of broken glass, poclet torches flicker ce
around, water hisses as it spurts into the Control Room. Ther
what’s that? The hydroplanes jam. We are down by the ster ang
rvise slowly. Cases, pots, plates, canned goods clatter hhmugh thi
boat. Somchow we manage to hold the boat, But there is qtlﬂ th(
sound of water and the hoat is still down by the stern.

“The Commander stands in the Control Room and gives his OLLI(
like a general on the battle field * * * (page torn). :

# % % oaglm and composed each atb his action station. Sid o
the attack can be read in every face, and the hands of some of 8 aro
trembling. Suddenly the loudspeaker crackles. Someone has pu
on a gramaphone recovd: Zarah Leander sings: “That won’t kesp £
world from turning”. Two of the erew stand beside a pile of OTa
splinters. One of them, holding an unbroken rum bottle in his han
says: “The rum bottle must be made of steel”! The Conimand
pesses. A smile flickers over his stern features.  He knows tbat f
men are of the right material.”
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List of crew of Anneliese Essberger
. GERMAN NAVY

ANNEX A

“:Name

* Rauk or Carcer

U. 8. N. Equivalent

Betz, Trich Viktor__
Drechsel, :Gel‘hard_ .

-C‘eml\ow, TRudolf
Eigibrand, Heinz_.
Briotzmann,” Slﬂ"’flle(l
Hammer, Wexnel_--'_
kae Paul

Joitse
Lzuevel Fmeduchu_
y Heing !

Iruse, August
"Ieesfendleduch Hem-

k.,
Pieper;’ Fueduch_
Pohl, Fl_anz

r, Wolfgang -
! z:malc Johannes__
qei inminer, Herbert,

Matx osenobm gefreiter
Matrosenohergefreiter___
Matrosenobergefreiter.___
Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter_
Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter

Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter
Matrosengefreiter

Matrosengefreiter
Mechanikersgefreiter
Funkgefr mtex
Sanitatsgefrieter
Matrose

Warrant officor.
Chief pharmacist’'s
mate.
Coxswain,
Gunner’s maige,
Seaman 1 ¢l
Seaman 1 el
Seaman 1 cl.
SBeaman 2 el
- Seaman 2 cl,
Seaman 2 el.
Seaman 2 cl.
Seaman 2 cl.
Seaman 2 cl.
Seaman 2 el.

Seaman 2 cl
Seaman 2 ¢l,
Seaman 2 ¢l.
Seaman 2 cl.

Seaman 2 el.
Seaman 2 el.
Seaman 2 cl.
Seaman 2 cl.
Apprentice seaman.
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"  GERMAN MERCHANT MARINE o

Age

S Rank or C:a_.

Prahm, Johann__.

““Koeh, Helmut.__

-"“Tletholtel ‘Georg--.-
“Nitzschner Werner

- Friesecke, Adalbert.
Dolata, Max_ ...

'_;Ha.rtuncr Wilhelm
Millkowski, Waller
“Grossmann, Vllhelm__,;
Bruns, Karl

{Klepper, Otto
Z:Neuwald ‘Grinther,

< Hofmann, Leo.___

- Rohmeier, Vinzenz

2 Schmidt, Otto
‘Behéning, Bruno
Kruse, Walter

" Sehmids, Oswald

o Wachowskl Kurt
‘Hadamel, Helmann_ S

“Rohleder, Withelm__.-

“Kriger, Artur_
 Behwarl, Josef_

i Ballenberg, Heinz
““Dreja, Reinhold__ .
-~ Fink, "Alfred '
“Hoft, Heinrich

ey 'Vol.sch Eranst

" Gehmide, Wilki
Lonzynski, Herbert
‘Steinhausen, Hans

CoAhrens, Walter_L__.

“Wolters, Gerhard._ _

Wemshenner Herher

‘Rauen, Anfon
utsch Wﬂh_ Ll

Tiick, Gerhard_ el
: Plettenbacher Oifo.

Captain.

First officer.
Second officer.
Third officer.
Fourth officer.
Chief engineer.
Second engineer.
Third engineer,
Fourth engineer,
Fifth engineer.
Chief radio officer.
Second radioc officer.
Ship’s deector.
Bo'sun’s mate.
Fireman.
Steward.
Storekeeper.
QOiler.

Oiler.

Wiper.

Wiper.

Greaser.
Greaser.
Seaman.
Seaman.
Seaman.
Seaman.
Seaman.
Seaman.
Carpenter.
Cook,

Baker.

Butcher.

Mess bo¥,
Cabin boy.
Deek boy.

Deck hoy.

Deck boy.

Deck hoy.




. ANNEX B
- GUN CREWS MUSTER ROLLS

Service on the antiaiveraft and machine guns:

-~ Forthe 108 mm. G’un

- “Coxswain, Gemkow (N).!"

Seaman 2 cl., Géttsche (N).

“Seaman 11 cl., Zinke (N).

Seaman 2 cl., Pieper (N).

Seaman 2 cl , Reisewitz (N).

Seaman 1el, Bl otzmann (N),

Seaman, ka (M.

: Seamﬁn 2 cl. (mechanician}, Trimpler (N).
Declc Boy, Plettenbacher (M).

Greaser, Kriiger (M).

Oiler, Wachowski (M).

Wiper, Rohleder (M).

Seaman 2 cl. (Pharmacist), Eisenhammer (N).

“For the 2 cm.,rPort No. T

Seaman cl Kiefer (N).
Seaman 2 ¢cl., Hochwald (N).
Ap_pl eqt;c_e _Sea.man, Fuchs (N).

l”m the 2 em., Starboard No. I

.beaman 2 cl., Grieger (N}).
eaman 1 cl., Hammer (N).
"Seaman 2 cl Pohl (N).

" For the 2 cm., Port No. IT

2 cl., Beckmann.
C-l., Salewski,
: (?) - Thaler.?

b _braéketnd lelers “IN"".and “M" signily, respectively, Navat am] Moerehant Marine Porsonnel.
i _me_m_ber was not among tl_ae crow taken into custody.




Fof the 2 em., Stm'bom’d No Ir

G Seamsm 2 cl., _Kluse (N).
" 'Seaman 2 cl., Neestendiedrich (N).
g _Seaman Sc]umdt (M)
- Beaman, Ballenberg (M). .
: _I‘or the tmnsport of ammunition, the following crew 1nembe1s a1
asswned
_ Stewmd Schoning (M).
" Baker, Ahrens (M).
. Butcher, Wolters (M).
- ‘Deck Boy, Diitsch (M).
Deck Boy, Liibeck (M).
-2 (tabin Boy, Rauen (M).
. ‘Mess Boy, Weinsheimer (M).




ANNEX C

._.'_Translahon From Documenis off Annehese Essberger

BOAT .L\.[A\’EUV]]RS'

1 case. of beat maneuvers, the letter “B” (_...) will be sounded

he ._a_,l_m;_n system and the ship’s siren. The entire crew will go

ot once to the boat deck or afterdeck, as the case may be, and put on
1fe presewels without waiting for orders, in order then to stand by the
. The commaml to put oul the boats and to abanflon sth wndl be

The antisireraft crew Wﬂl
The pelsonnel asszgned to ammunition tl'a,nsport
AH unassmned personnel will remain in

_the alarm system and on the slup s siven. The rescue erew will repair
0 he boaLdeck zmd put on life preservers without waiting for orders.

FIRB On Tur Sarre!

) ase of ﬁre on the ship, extended tones will be sounded on the
‘alarm system and on the ship’s siven. The fire combat troop will
semble _befme_t__he_ (_JO_Q_ station on the boatdeck.
SO R . Al




ANNEX D

gohn Ta Essberger _ Qriginal and 1st Fora Ho. 22
Hamburg garbon to Shipfirm

LIST OF DEEK b PERIALS USED
Al TN STOCK

M

For The Period From July 1 Ta Qctober 3% 1952 .

Requisition of Goods For ponths.

‘The 1igt of materials usad and in stock is to be sent in every two months, twe coples,
that is bto say, for January/February, Harckfapril, etc. A1l accessions of goods are
to be covered by means of this list. \herever items are not coverad by this form, use
pilank spaces. In the column "PALATICE® all stock on hand must be entered. -~ Tnis list
serves also as @ yequisition. The column uREQUISITION! is to be £411ed out onty when
a new fitting-out 1s due. ZIndicate exact measuremerhs Tor the requisitiofl, if need
he add sketches or samples. At the same time send in Form ile. 8 for imventory needs.

L ACCES- ;
CBJECT WIe  STOCK SICNS USED BALAMCE REQUISITION S

. ] Dovm i

220 : B

" gize Meters

Tie Hires
(1 hank =




MINEX D (Continued)

- ACCES—
ynIT _STOCK_ SIONS USED _ BALANCE REQUISITION
g 200 —
Pieces 130
kg
] 100
Secks — 10
Tabes
Fieces
T
Tons
Cubic
Heters
e kg .
Pieces
RO T
ot's. Ladder " .
57 Pilobls 1adder, long = "
o kg 5
Rolls 100
kg. 1
] E5)
Tubes
Tarrels
Sacks
"~ Pckpes: [)
~ kg i)
Pieces 3
Gans 3
Pieces 1
T T

awh__

{Place)

Taptain 5T Teer




MAMEX D (Continued}

o
ACCES-
- QBJECT UNIT STOCK SIONS USED BALANCE REQUISITION I
Harlinellarge Ee —
{1 coil = 350 g.
Warfine -
u —_ .

(1 coil = 250 )

" —gall-Twine 7-plY a —
(L coil = 200 g.) Cu
=) i — T
{1 coil = 200 g:) :
Spun Twine o — o

{1 hank = 5 Xg.) __.__,____r._d————+—.'5'

Tarred Twine
{1 coll = 200 2.) .
SallcLlotn and
Tarpalllin:
Farpauiin 100 em. Wide
{ 1 Roll = 100 m, Meters
Tarpaulin{ Tarre
{ 1 Roll = 100 m.

\*

Sailcloth, 61 cm, Wide
(1 Roli = 35 ms }
Tife Belt Gioth n — :
ape For ife B N
il —_—

T:
Belt Cloth -
150 o

Paint And
Preserving
Yaterial [For
Held & Oukboard) :

Hodt-Topping ke 100 —

Fatens Golor Ho. I B

i Ho, LI [ — - -

1 Ho. 113 — N
H i NO- III& £ — N

Apexlor -

~ Red Lead, Read%—mﬁjl:ed i 100 —
WO Gray, sady-mixed i 500 —

““Black, Ready-mixet | i 50 30 -
Red Lead, Dry L
Pagte For Deck Paint: o
Thas kg, :
Brow ¥

“Vinite Lead i

“Chrome Jeylow a

— t

“Yallow pcher




ARNEX E

List of Equipment taker by the U.5.5. SOMERS
" From the 5. 5, ANMELIESE ESSBEKRGER

. “Gextant ~ Complete with eys filter and box
“Boal Gompass - 59 wilh box {F10L51]
~Hoat Compass — 5" with bex {FI7113}
~Garman Helwmet
2 Kerosene Hand Lanterns
"I Chronometer {Germas]
7 felluloid Triangies (45°J (German)
4 German Navigation Books and trig, tebles
- Rust proof sneo fasteners
4 ‘Packs — Medical
1 Pack — Progynon (female hormones)
13 s — Veramon (menstrual powder)
‘German l'erchant Fisg
Norwegian ,erchant Flag
‘achine Gun and Stand (German)
~21-Life Praservers
“ Pyrotechnics
2o Cebtridges, 30 Cal. 2 Containers
-Boat,- Collapsible
Bellows for Boak and plugs.
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