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Pay and subsisience allowed in the Navy of the United States to officers and petty officers.

Pay |No. of Pay |No. of

Rank or station. per |rations Rank or station. per [rations

month. |pr.day. month. |pr.day.
Captain of a vessel of 32 guns and upwards, | $100 { 8 || Carpenter, - - -] $20| 2
Captain of a vessel of 20,and under 32 guns, 75 6 || Midshipman, - - - - 19 1
Master commandant, - - - 60 5 || Master’s mate, - - - - 20 1
Lieutenant commanding, - - - 50 | 4 || Captain’s clerk, - - - - 25 1
Lieutenant, - - - - 40 3 || Boatswain’s mate, - - - 19 1
Chaplain, - - -| 40| 2 || Carpenter’s mate, - ~ -] 19| 1
Surgeon, - -~ - -| 50| 2 || Coxswain, - - - - 18 1
Surgeor’s mate, - - - -1 30| 2 || Quarter-gunner, - - - - 18 1
Sailing-master, - - - - 40 2 il Quartermaster, - - - - 18 1
Purser, - - - - 40 2 || Master-at-arms, - - - - 18 1
schoolmaster, - - - - 25 2 || Armorer, - - - - 18 1
Boatswain, - - - - 20 2 || Steward, - - - - 18 1
Gunner, - - - - 20 2 1| Cooper, - - - - 18 1
Satlmaker, - - - - 20 2 || Cook, - - - - 18 1

Pay of the officers of the United States’ Marine Corps.

Lieutenant Colonel commandant, - - 75 6 || First Lieutenant, - - - | 830 3
Captain, - - - - - 40 3 1| Second Lieutenant, - - - 25 2

Note. Whenever any officer shall be employed in the command of a squadron, on separate service, the allowance of rations
shall be double during the continuance of such command, and no longer, except in the case of the commanding officer of the navy,
wh];:rse allowance while in service shall always be at the rate of sixteen rations per day, agreeably to an act of Congress passed 25th
February, 1799.

N.B. The commandant of marines receives, in addition to his pay, eight dollars per month for the forage of three horses.
The adjutant, quartermaster, and paymaster, thirty dollars per month extra.

RECAPITULATION.
Captains, - - - - - - 24
Master commandants, - - - - - 29
Lieutenants, - - - - - - 298
Surgeons, - - - - - . 34
Surgeons’ mates, - - - - - - 40
Pursers, - - - - - - 40
Chaplains, - - - - - - 10
Midshipmen, - - - - - - 356
Sailing-masters, - - - - - - 48
Boatswains, - - - - - - 16
(Gunners, - - - - - - 16
Carpenters, - . - . - - 10
Sallmakers, - - . - - - 10
No. 258.

CONDITION AND DISPOSITION OF THE NAVY.

[ The following documents were communicated, at the 1st session of the 18th Congress, by the President of the United States,
with his message of December 2, 1823.]

SIR: Navy DerarTMENT, December 1, 1823,

In obedience fo the request contained in your letter of the 10th instant, I submit, respectfully, the following
¢ statement of the administration of this Department during the present year, comprehending the number of ves-
sels commissioned; the number in ordinary, fit for service, or requiring repairs; the progress made in building ves-
sels; with the disbursements of the Department, and the service in which the vessels have been employeds with
such observations on the whole subject as are deemed proper.”

Letter from the Commissioners of the Navy, with papers A, B, C, D, and E, which accompany it, exhibit—
1. The vessels of war in commission, with the service in which they are employed. (See A.)
B ﬂ.d'%h{; vessels 1n ordinary on the Atlantic board and on the lakes, with the state of repairs of each vessel. (See

and C.

. 3. The progress made In building under the law ¢ to increase the navy of the United States.” (See D.) By
this 1t appears that four ships of the line have heretofore been built, and that five ships of the line and five frigates
of the first class are now building; some of which might be launched in thirty days, and all, except one, in one
hundred and twenty days.

4. A general view of the improvements at the several building yards. In some of the yards additional improve-
ments are now necessary for their comfortable and economical administration.

5. The disbursemeunts of the Department during the first three quarters of the present year, up to the 30th of
September. The disbursements of the year 1822 appear by the report made to Congress in the month of February
Jast. It appears that $1,984,520 74 have been drawn from the Treasury between the 1st of January and the 30th

September, leagglég, on the latter day, $2,218,168 66 unexpended of the amount applicable to the service of the
' n
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year. Of this unexpended balance a large proportion will be used during the remaining guarters and a minute state-
ment of the whole will be furnished to Congress in the annual report required from this Department.

_ On paper A it is to be remarked that the frigate Constitution, sloop of war Ontario, and schooner Nonesuch, are
in the Mediterranean, under the command of Captain Jones. No change in the amount of force in that sea has
been made within the year. It has been found competent to all the purposes for which it is maintained. Our com-
merce there has been amply protected, the officers and seamen have enjoyed good health, and no circumstance has
occurred worthy of particular notice. While our relations with other Powers continue friendly, any large aug-
mentation of that portion of our naval force will not be necessary. In the coming year it is not proposed materialf

to increase or dinninish it. The Cyane and Erie will, in a short time, relieve the Constitution and Ontario, that
they may return home, discharge their ¢rews, (whose term of service will soon expire,) refit, and resume their station.
Hor this purpose the Erie, Captain Deacon, sailed from New York on the 8th of November, and the Cyane, Captain
Creighton, will sail 1n a few days.

On the same paper (A) it is to be further remarked that the Franklin ship of the line, and the schooner Dolphin
of twelve guns, are still in the Pacific ocean, where they have remained for more than two years, under the com-
mand of Captain Stewart. By the presence of this force on the coasts of Chili and Pern depredations on our
growing commerce have been, in a great degree, prevented, and respect for our interests and flag secured. Captain
Stewart will return fo the United States 1n the course of this winter, or early in the ensuing spring; and in the
place of the Franklin it is proposed to substitute the frigate United States, and the Peacock sloop of war, of eighteen
suns. Such a division of the force, it 1s believed, will more extensively protect the flag and commerce of the
United States, and permit the commanding officer, with the larger vessel, to be absent from the usual cruising
grounds for a short time, should circumstances render such absence necessary. Captain Hull will sail in a few
days from Norfolk in command of these vessels.

‘The Cyane, Captain Spence, and the Shark, commanded by Lieutenant M. C. Perry, have, for short periods,
cruised upon the coast of Africa, to carry into effect the intentions of the Government in the suppression of the
slave trade, and the protection of the agency for liberated Africans established at Cape Mesurade. While Cap-
tain Spence was at Sterra Leone and the cape, he fitted out the Augusta, a small schooner which was found on the
coast, deserted and dismantled, and placed it under the cominand of Lieutenant Dashiell, to cruise in the neighbor-
hood of the cape., with the conviction that its presence was at that time essential to the protection of the agency,
and might be useful in preventing the traffic in slaves. It still remains upon the coast. During the time that Cap-
tain Spence and Lieutenant Perry were cruising, they neither saw nor heard of any vessel under the American flag
engaged in the slave trade. If citizens of the United States are still employed in that traffic, they seem to have
been driven to conceal themselves under the flags of other nations.

The agency at Cape Mesurado for receiving the recaptured and liberated Africans enjoyed favorable prospects
until last fall, when 1t was assailed by a farge body of natives, and in danger of being entirely destroyed. Some of
the liberated Africans were killed in the contest. The extracts of letters from Captain Spence, Lieutenant Perry,
and Messrs. Ashmun and Ayres, will show the manner in which they were able to defend themselves, with the aid
of a midshipman and several men belonging to a British vessel of war, then in the neighborhood. The establish-
ment, having passed through this trial, now promises to accomplish all the benefits anticipated from it. In order to
afford it the necessary protection, and to continue our esertions to repress the slave trade, it is proposed, as the
most efficient and economical arrangement, that the commander of the West India squadron shall, from time to
time, detach one or more of the vessels belonging to his command to cruise along the African coast, occasionaliy
touching at Cape Mesurado, and ministering to the wants of the people there, and following, in their return, the
usual track of the slave ships. Eleven Africans, none of whom could speak the Inglish language, were, some
months ago, brought by a Captain Chase, as mariners, into the port of Baltimore, and were there taken into the pos-
session of the officers of the Government, and an investigation instituted into the supposed violation of our laws in
introducing them., By means of an interpreter, who understood the language of all except one or two of them, it
was subsequently discovered that they belonged to tribes in the neighborhood of Mesuradd, and some of them
were of the head men of their tribes: it was therefore believed that their restoration by this Government would
produce a salutary effect, and an inquiry was directed to be made, through the interpreter, whether they were wil-
ling to return to Africa. Such being found to be their wish, they were, in the early part of October, seut to our
agent at Mesurado, with directions to permit their return to their several homes by the best and most expeditious
means. So far as the Department is yet apprized of the expenditures for the agency during the present year, they
have amounted to $7,287 48. _

On the western side of the Atlantic ocean, and in the Gulf of Mexico, the operations of our naval force have
been more active. Several vessels were in commission there at the close of the last year. To these were added,
under the authority of the law passed at the last session of Congress, **authorizing an additional raval force for
the suppression of piracy,” the steam galliot Sea Gull; eight small schooners, the Greﬁwund, Jackal, Fox, Wild Cat,
Beagle, Ferret, Weasel, and Terrier; five barges, the Mosquito, Gnat, Midge, Sand Fly, and Gallinipper; and one
transport ship, the Decoy. Captain David Porter was appointed to the command of the squadron, and sailed from
Norfolk about the 10th February last. His station was at Thompson’s Island, from which he despatched his vessels
1n such way as he judged best suited to attain his objects. The annexed extracts from his letters and reports exhi-
bit the results. 'The size of most of the vessels, the nature of the duties, and the exposure of the officers and men,
called for a display of perseverance and fortitude seldom required of those engaged in our service. But the call was
well answered; every thing was accomplished whicn was anticipated from the expedition. Piracy, as a system, has
been repressed in the neighborkooed of the island of Cuba, and now requires only to be watched by a proper force
to be prevented from afflicting commerce any further in that quarter. The public authorities of the island of Cuba
manifested a friendly disposition towards the squadron, and rendered much assistance in the pursuit of its objects.
On the 5th March, as Lieutenant Cocke,in obedience to the orders of Captain Porter, was entering the harbor of
St. John’s, Porto Rico,in the schooner Fox, he was killed by a shot from the castle. Extracts from the correspond-
ence between Captain Porter and the Governor of the island, on this subject, are annexed.

The squadron was healthy and prosperous until about the middie of August, when a malignant fever broke out
at the station,and destroyed many valuable lives. ‘The first reports of this calamity were brought to the Depart-
ment on the 17th September. Atthe time they left the island, Captain Porter and most of the medical officers were
sick, and there was great cause to fear that the squadron would be deprived of its commanding officer, and of the
medical assistance necessary to its safety. Under these circumstances, it was considered expedient to send to the
station an officer of rank and experience, with a suflicient uumber of surgeons to furnish, in any event, the aid ne-
cessary for the safety and proper conduct of the squadron, with power to remove it, should that be found necessary.
Captain Rodgers cheerfully consented to encounter the hazard and responsibility attendant on such an expedition.

He sailed from New York as soon as a vessel could be prepared for the purpose; but, before his arrival, Captain
Porter had become convalescent, and, with the greater part of the squadron, had returned to the United States.
"The reports of these officers will fully explain their views of the causes of the disease, and the means by which a
recurrence of it may be prevented. It is believed that the Klorida station is incalculably important to some of the
best interests of the Union, and that it ought not to be deserted until every expedient has failed to render 1t a secure
and healthy position for our vessels. I feel great confidence in the opinion that it may be made such, without en-
countering great hazard of the evils we have heretolore suffered. _ .

For the protection of commerce and the suppression of piracy in the western Atlantic and Gulf of Mexzico, it 1s
proposed in the ensuing year to continue ‘Thompson’s Island as the station for the vessels employed in those objects; to
place there a ship of the line, armed and manned as a frigate, for which purpose the Independence is well fitted;
and to attach to the command the John Adams and Hornet, and one other sloop of war, with four of the larger
schooners, the Grampus, Porpoise, Shark, and Spark, one of the small schooners, and the barges. This torce is
competent to protect all our interests. The ship of the line, placed in a proper position, will afford comfortable
accommotations to those who are obliged to remain at the station, and prevent the necessity of intercourse with the
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island when danger is suspected. The cruises of the other vessels, except these which visit the coast of Africa,
may be limited to four, five, or six weeks, and, on their return, their crews may be exchanged for others, who, during
that time, have been stationary. By these means, and a proper attention to cleanliness both in the men and the ves-
sels, and avoiding intercourse with places known to be sickly, the health of all will probably be preserved. For the
proper execution of such a system, full reliance may be placed in our officers.

The island itself, by clearing, draining, and cultivating, will after a time probably become more healthful. It
will be perceived that this distribution of force includes only one of the small schooners; they were admirably cal-
culated for the end for which they were purchased, and have effected it. _ ‘ _

But piracy being for the present repressed, and requiring only such a force as will prevent its revival, they are
no longer necessary; and, being both very expensive and utterly subversive of all discipline, 1t is respectfully recom-
mended that they be sold, retaining one for the present season, after which it may be sold. _

The Porpoise and a small schooner have been employed, under the command of Lieutenant RKamage, 1n the survey
of a part of the Florida coast. It is proposed that those vessels be placed under the control of the commanding offi-
cer of the Florida station, and, if it be found proper to confinue the survey, that instructions for that purpose be
given to that officer. o ‘ o _ _

Many of the officers having died during the present year, it is thought proper to annex a list of the times and
places of their deaths. o o _ _ ‘

No observations on the organization and discipline of the navy seem to be required; that subject has heretofore
heen presented for consideration.

Very respectfully, &c.,
SAMUEL L. SOUTHARD.

The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

SIR: Navy CommissioNeRr’s Orrice, November 13, 1823.

The Commissioners of the Navy have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th instant, and beg leave

to submit the accompanying exhibits, A, B, C, D, E.

A. Presents a view of the vessels of war now in commission.

B. Vessels in ordinary on the Atlantic board.

C. Vessels on Lakes Champlain, Erie, and Ontario. ‘ _

D. Ships on the stocks, showing the number built and building under the ¢ Act for the gradual increase of the
navy.”’ B o

E. A general view of the improvements at the several building yards. _

With respect to the state and condition of the vessels in ordinary and on the lakes, the Commissioners submit the
latest information received by them upon the subject. It is presumed to be substantially correct; but having some
days since called upon the several commandants for special and detailed reports, they expect to have itin their power
very shortly to afford minute information, not only as to the hulls of the ships, but as to the state of their masts,
spars, sails, rigging, armament, boats, &e.

.

I have the honor to be, &c.,

J. CHAUNCEY.
Hon. SarmueL L. Soursarp, Secretary of the Navy.

A.
Vessels of war in commission, November 10, 1823.
Franklin, ship of the line, - - -  Pacific.
United States, 44, - - - Preparing to relieve the Franklin.
Constitution, 44, - - ~  Mediterranean. _
Congress, 36, - - - Carrying minister to Spain and to South America.
Cyane, 24, - . - Mediterranean,
John Adams, 24, - - - West Indies.
Ontario, 18, - - -  Mediterranean.
Erie, 18, - - -  Mediterranean.
Peacock, 18, - - - West Indies.
Hornet, 18, - - - West Indies.
Spark (brig,) 14, - - - West Indies.
Nonesuch, 12, - - - Mediterranean.
Porpoise, 12, - - - Surveying Florida coast.
Dolphin, 12, - - - Pacific.
SGI'::?:EENB, . }31 - - - West Indies.
RECAPITULATION.

I ship of the line.
2 44 gun frigates.

1 36 ** frigate.

2 24 *° ships.

4 18 ° sloops.
114 °¢ brg.
512 “ schooners.

16

In commission, specially equipped for the suppression of piracy.

1 steam galliot, Sea Gull. _

8 small schooners, viz : Greyhound, Jackal, Fox, Wild Cat, Beagle, Ferret, Weasel, and Terrier.
5 barges, Mosquito, Gnat, Midge, Sand Fly, and Gallinipper.

1 transport ship, Decoy.

B.

Vessels in ordinary—dJdAtlantic board.

IndeE_endence, ship of the line, The hulls of these ships are in good order, though it wonld be proper fo
‘Washington, do. examine their bottoms before sending them to sea. Their upper works and
Columbus, do. decks require some caulking.

Delaware, do. Have never been in commission—hulls in good order—bottoms would
North Carolina, do. require examination before they go to sea, and their upper works and decks
Ohio, do. would probably require some caulking.
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Guerriere, - - 44, requires repairs.
Java - - 44, very much decayed.
gf;cséggﬁit;gn’ i gg’ require some repaitrs.
2 3
Fulton, steam frigate, used as a receiving vessel.
Alert, - recelving vessel, in good order as such. :
ASp, - recelving vessel, much deecayed.
RECAPITULATION.
6 ships of the line.
2 44 gun frigates.
2 36 do. do. .
1 steam frigate, used as a receiving vessel.
1 receiving ship, and the Asp, [a small schooner, utterly worthless. ]
NAVY YARD TENDERS.
Gunboat, No. 67, tender to the yard at Washington.
Do. No. 95, tender to the yard at Boston.
C.
Vessels of war on the lakes.
Lake Champlain. Porcupine, 1 gun, rotten.
Queen Charlotte, 20 guns, sunk and decayed.
Confiance, 32 guns,N (zhent, 4 guns, in bad condition.
Saratoga, 24 ; |
Eagle, 18 > Very much decayed. : Lake Ontario.
Ticonderoga, 16 |
Linnet, 16 J Chippewa, 74 guns, On the stocks—under cover—
~ (Allen, | B New Orleans, 74 guns, 5 sound.
% | Burrows, 2 | Superior, 44 guns,)
ZJBoxer, 2 Lponoin tolerable condition, | Mohawk, 36
= 1 Centipede, 2 ' Pike, 26
O | Viper, 2 i Madison, 18 > Sunk and decayed.
[ Nettle, 2 J ' Sylph, 14 l
- _ Jefferson, 18
Lake Erie. Jones, 18
T i)ngida,f *lﬁ glﬂlsl; useless. locah ;
awrence, 18 guns ) ady of the Lake, 1 gun, In tolerable condition.
Detroit, 24 gut?s, , } Sunk, and much decayed. 14 gun-boats, in a state of decay.
D.
Ships of war on the stocks.
Of the line. . k 1 at Washington, could be launched in 90 days.
_ 1 at Philadelphia, could be launched in 30 days.
1 at Portsmouth, could be launched in 60 days. 1 at New York, could be launched in 30 days.
1 at Boston, could be launched in 30 days. 1 at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, could be launched
1 at Boston, could be launched in 90 days. in 60 days.
1 at Philadelphia, could be Jaunched in 180 days. ﬂ
1 at Gosport, Virginia, could be launched in 120 days. 'RECAPITULATION.

Frigates of the first class. 5 ships of the line.

1 at Washington, (the Potomac,) could be launched 5 frigates. :
30 days.

Note.—The above vessels could, if required for service, be launched in the titne respectively stated; but their
equipment would take a considerably longer time. _ _ _

dThe}s]e vlessels are building under the law for the gradual increase of the navy; and the following were also built
unaer that law.

Columbus, Delaware, North Carolina, Ohio—ships of the line. _ _
Making the number *“built and building,” as follows: 9 ships of the line, and 5 frigates of the first class.

E.

General view of the improvements at the several building yards.

At Nozrfolk. Quarters for laboratory officer.

A brick wall around the yard. Mast sheds and joiner’s shops.

A comfortable dwelling-house for commandant. ?‘t;gfit;leerdsh?;lg; 11%%?: 133;1 S;L:,l loi[;ts.
A large and convenient brick smith’s shop. Buildin gli éxtensive ﬁ?nbe?'rdo-cks
Two large brick warehouses. A dnckgin & ress '
A few frame buildings for joiner’s and cooper’s shops. Mast S| rgrng es5.

Very convenient houses and quarters for marines. ast SHCCLS.

One building slip, and substantial house for seventy-four - .
Mast sheers. = y At Philadelphia.

At Washington. A wall on two sides.

A brick wall around the land sides. No quarters for any officer in the yard except the ma-
A comfortable dwelling-house for commandant. rine officer; good extensive barracks.
A house for the second officer. _ An extensive brick smith’s shop.
Large and convenient smith, anchor, chain cable, and One small wooden building, used for hospital.
caboose shops. _ - Four wooden buildings, used for officers and joiner’s
‘Two large and convenient storehouses. shop, and temporary storehouses.
Quarters for marine officer and guard. A wooden mast shed.
Block machinery and saw-mill, worked by steam. "T'wo building slips.
Plumber’s and brass founder’s shop. 'T'wo ship-houses.

Armorer’s shop and laboratory. | Mast sheers.
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At New York. Good brick marine barracks.
T'wo building slips.
Enclosed by a temporary woeoden fence. Two ship-houses for seventy-fours.
A house for commandant. Timber docks.

A wooden smith’s shop. Mast sheers.

Warehouses of brick, 130 feet long by 40 deep, are
building, and will be enclosed this fall. At Portsmouth.
One other warehouse, old, and entirely out of repair,
and so situated that it must be taken down when the On an island, not enclosed.
other storehouses shall be ready ta receive the stores. A house for commandant.

Some temporary wooden workshops and timber sheds. A wooden building, used as marine barracks, &c.
Good marine barracks. Another used as quarters for an officer.
‘Two building slips; of these one not yet finished. A new brick store, 75 by 40 feet, building.
One ship-house for seventy-four. A wooden storehouse.
Timber sheds and workshop, of wood.
At Boston. Wooden houses, which are used as quarters for the store-
keeper, surgeon’s mate, the warrant officers, except

#nclosed with a wooden fence, in great decay. the master, and the ordinary of the yard.
A comfortable dwelling-house for commandant. 'J'wo building slips.
A. brick smith’s shop. T'wo ship-houses; one of them new, the other slightly
Good warehouses, sufficient for the present. built, and requiring some repairs next summer.
Wood :n workshops and sheds. Timber docks.

Statement of the appropriations for the service of the Navy Department, exhibiting the amount applicable, the
amount expended, and the balance under each head, on the 30th day of September, 1823. :

— A

|

Balances on |Appropriated| .Amount to |Total amount | Am’nt drawn| Balances on
the Ist day | for 1823. | credit by re-|applicable to lfrom the Trea-] September

Appropriations. of January, funding requi-| the service |sury from Ja-| 30, 1823.

1823, | sitions from up to Sep- | nuary 1 to

Jan.1to Sept.! tember 30, | September

30, 1823. 1823. . 30, 1823.

Pay and subsistence of officers, and pay :

of seamen, - - - 7 <[$190,165 62 |$929,503 12 | $65,238 06 1,184,906 80 |$5648,137 95 | $£536,768 85
Provisions, - - - - | 86,734 54 | 220,000 00 | 25,857 00 | 332,591 54 171,332 09 | 161,259 45
Contingent expenses, - - -of 42,396 71 | 220,000 00 | 11,067 50 | 273,464 21 | 121,944 81 | 151,519 40
Navy yards, docks, and wharves, - 159 01 82,000 00 348 73 | 82,507 74 | 64,260 (7 18,246 97

Ordnance and ordnance stores, including
small arms, manufacture of powder,&c.{ 21,046 86 | 20,000 00 8,939 07 | 49,985 93 § 13,769 73 36,216 20
Medicines, hospital stores, and all ex-

penses on account of the sick, -| 14,758 70 | 20,000 00 500 00 | 35,258 70 | 17,278 72 17,979 98
Repatrs of vessels, - - - | 113,615 14 | 350,000 00 | 12,578 78 | 476,193 92 | 310,614 31 | 165,579 61
Gradual increase of the navy, - - | 443,677 12 | 500,000 00 | 63,589 53 (1,007,266 65 | 302,619 93 | 704,646 72
Shells, shot, and military stores, - 4,035 95 - - 4,035 95 - 4,035 95
Surveying certain parts of the coast of

North Carolina, - - - 430 38 - 7 00 437 38 409 00 28 38
Surveying the coast of Florida, - 2,850 00 - - 2,850 00 1,337 50 1,512 50
Pay of superintendents, naval construct- !

ors, storekeepers, &ec. - - 29 611 44,650 00 - 44,679 61 | 28,817 19 15,862 42
Pay of laborers, &c. and fuel for engine, 218 64 | 30,000 00 - 30,218 64 | 14,933 62} - 15,285 02
Erecting and completing houses over |

ships in ordinary, &c. - - - 80,000 00 - 80,000 QO 1,520 60 78,479 40

Construction of a dock and wharves In

connexion with the inclined plane, - - 50,000 00 - 50,000 00 15,322 29 34,677 71
Prohibition of the slave trade, - -1 19,570 17 { 50,000 00 472 88| 70,043 05 6,011 64 64,031 41
Suppression of piracy, - - | 147,585 00 - - 147,585 00 | 101,977 95 45,607 05
Purchase of timber, - - - | 11,450 82 - 100 00 | 11,550 82 - 11,550 82
Repairs of vessels damaged in action, - 984 00 - - 984 00 - 984 00
Repairing, &c. the frigates Chesapeake,

Constellation, and Adams, - - 450 00 - - 450 00 - 450 00
Building seventy-fours and frigates, - 4. 00 - - 4. 00 - 4. 00
Act for the relief of the widows and or-

phans of those lost in the U. S. brig

Epervier, - - - - 7,481 70 - - 7,481 70 - 7,481 70
Captors of Algerine vessels, (act April

27, 1816,) - - . - - - 14,970 25 | 14,970 25 - 14,970 25

Purchase of vessels to carry from eight

to sixteen guns each, - - - - 1,532 03 1,532 03 - 1,532 03
Pay and subsistence of the marine corps,| 49,137 87 | 176,474 00 2,423 39 | 228,035 26 | 119,306 28 108,228 98
Clothing of the marine corps, - - 1,447 98 29,000 00 232 751 30,680 73 24,427 00 6,253 73
Contingent expenses of the marine corps,| 2,852 62 14,000 00 - 16,852 62 12,990 79 3,861 83
Military stores of the marine corps, -| 10,500 35 - - 10,500 35 3,385 25 6,615 10
Fuel of the marine corps, - - 765 02 6,857 50 - 7,622 52 3,123 32 4,499 20

Dollars, (1,172,347 81 2,822,484 62| 207,856 97 14,202,689 40 1,984,520 74 | 2,218,168 66

— -

RECAPITULATION.

1st column, “ Amount of balances on the 1st day of January, 1823, - - - - $1,172,347 81
2d column, ¢ Amount appropriated for the year 1823,” . - - - - 2,822,484 62
-3d column, ‘¢ Amount to credit by refunding requisitions,” - - - - - 207,856 97
4th column, making this column of « Total amount applicable to the service up to Sept. 30, 1823, - - $4,202,689 40
5th column, from which deduct this column of “ Amount drawn from the Treasury from January 1

to September 30, 1823,7 - - - - - - - - - - - 1,984,520 74
6th column, will leave this column of ¢ Balances on September 30, 1823,” - . - - - $2,218,168 66

Treasury DepArTMENT, SECOND CoxpTROLLER’S OFFICE, November 12, 1823.
RICHARD CUTTS.
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List of United States naval officers who have died since January 1, 1823.

——— P——————emtura— e m————— ——————— ——— —

Names. Rank. Where. ‘ When.

John H. Dent, - - - - Captain, - - Charleston, S. Carolina, | 1823, September.
John Shaw, - - - - Captain, - - Philadelphia, - - September 17.
William H. Watson, - - - Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 13.
William H. Cocke, - - - - | Lieutenant, - - West Indies, - - March 6.

John M. Maury, - - - - Lieutenant, - - Ship Decoy, - - June.
Richard Dashiell, - - - - Lieutenant, - - Coast of Africa, - June 22.
George W. Hamersley, - - - | Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island.

Nathaniel Carter, Jun. - - - | Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 6.
William H. Mott, - - - - Lieutenant, - - New York, - - July 4.
Richard M. Potter, - - - - Lieutenant, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 11.
Richard C. Edgar, - - - - Surgeon, - - Thompson’s Island.

John Dix, - - - - - Surgeon, - - Coast of Africa.

M. C. Atwood, - - - - Purser, - - Coast of Africa. :

Benjamin F. Bourne, - - - Pursey, - - New York, - - November 10.
Andrew Hunter, - - - - Chaplain, - - Washington, D. C. - February 24.
David P. Adams, - - - - Chaplain, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 20.
John Ireland, - - - - Chaplain, - - New York, - - March.
George W. Somerville, - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 28,
Arthur Bainbridge, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 15.
Edward Barnewell, - - - - Midshipman, - -~ Schooner Porpoise, - September 17.
James A. Kirk, - - - - Midshipman, - - Coast of Africa.

James P. McCall, - - - - Midshipman, - - | * Norfolk, - - October 10.
Joseph G. Smith, - - - - Midshipman, - - Ship Decoy.

George W. Simms, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - October 4.
Robert Taylor, - - - - Midshipman, - - THompson’s Island.

Rolla Weems, - - - - Midshipman, - - Norfolk, - - October.

Miles King, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 2,
R. M. Benbridge, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - September 6.
John Drew, - - - - Sailingmaster, - - Boston, - - April.

Robert Steed, - - - - Midshipman, - - ‘Thompson’s Island, - June 8.
Edward Rumney, - - - - Sailingmaster, - - Drowned, - - March 31.
Samuel Rinker, - - - - Sailingmaster, - - Philadelphia.

William L. Reynolds, - - - Boatswain, - - Coast of Africa.

‘William Cunningham, - - - Gunner, - - Coast of Africa.

Samuel Morrison, - - - - Gunner, - - Thompson’s Island, - | August 31.
Samuel Marshall, - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s ¥sland, - | August 24,
‘W. M. Rittenhouse, - - - Midshipman, - -~ Thompson’s Island.

John Reed, Jun. - - - - Midshipman, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 29.
Alfred Grayson, - - - - Captain of marines, - Ship Decoy, - - June 27.
George Cooper, - - - - Lieutenant of marines, Boston.

Stephen M. Rogers, - - - Lieutenant of marines, Thompson’s Island, - September 27.
Henry Gilliam, - - - - Lieutenant, - - | Thompson’s Island.

Anthony Grice, - - - - Carpenter, - - Thompson’s Island, - August 27,
Henry Dyson, - - - - Midshipman, - - Brig Spark, - - November 26.
David Navariro, - - - - | Sailmaker, - - Thompson’s Island, - October 2.
Benjamin Follett, - - - - - - - - - - - - November.

CORRESPONDENCE OF CAPTAIN ROBERT T. SPENCE, DR. ELI AYRES, AND J. ASHMUN, RELATIVE TO THE
' ESTABLISHMENT AT CAPE MESURADO.

{ _ [
SIR: ~ Care Mxesurano, November 26, 1822, (morning.)

I had the honor of writing you, by the Shark, on the 9th ultimo, and subsequently by the * Strong,” 1n a very
weak and sickly condition. We are now engaged in a bloody and perilous war with all the native tribes around us.
On the morning of the 11th, we were attacked by eight hundred, who were repulsed, atter doing us some 1mjury,
the loss of nearly one hundred killed on the spot.

Subsequently, we have been employed in a negotiation for peace, which I fear will fail. 'We expect another assault
to be made on us in two or three days. ‘The force is powerful in numbers, poorly armed, and cowardly. We hope,
with God’s help, to hold out until aid arrives from some guarter. Now, if a vessel of war lay in the road,all these
hostile movements would probably have been prevented. _ _

The spirits and health of our little number are much better than could be expected. We have six guns mounted
on our lines, which we have supported by a musket-shot-proof barricade: we have so contracted them as to include
only about two-thirds of the town; the tamilies without retiring within. .

[ am nearly reinstated in the enjoyment of health. Ve are obliged to increase our stock of provisions, ammu-
nition, &c., by every vessel arriving in the road, provided she has them. _ - _ ‘

I have this day drawn on Mr. Beattie for $272 10; and enclose you, sir, herewith the bill of Captain Daily.
We very much need an increase of our numbers—men with no, or with smeall famihies; more hard shot, provisions,

-

and clothing; stone and other masons. - * _ _ )

We can now with difficulty muster thirty men fit for duty. These are obliged to stand upon their arms night
and day; but, with a sufficient supply of good provisions and clothing, the habit will eventually sit easy, and occasion
no waste of constitutional vigor. _

I shall endeavor to do my own duty, and make the people do theirs. Human weakness can reach no further.
The two additional guns at Norfolk, twenty-five soldiers, and the fortification spokeun of in the preceding letter,(which,
from the abundance of stone on the very ground, can scon be erected,) in my opinion, would secure to us a peaceas
lasting and universal as could be desireds while the people of the agency could pursue the work for which they came
to Africa, and improvements in husbandry and the arts rapidly extend their influence in this part of Alfrica.

I have the honor, sir, to be your most obedient servant, 5 ASHMUN

. Acting Agent for liberated Africans.
Hon. Syuru THorreson, Secrefary of the Navy U. 8§,
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—-————-’1————-————'-——-—————-————'—-—————-———-——————_—.

Sir: | NovEMBER 26, (evening.)

Our negotiation with our perfidious enemies seems to have entirely failed of its object. ‘They are benton our
ruin. We can only resolve to stand, and wait assistances. The preseénce of one vessel of war would deter them
forever from attacking the settlement. Ten additional laborers, with one or two well a{:(}uamted with stonemason
work. united with what assistance we could give them, would, in four weeks time, complete a tower, battery, and
wall, which, I beg leave to repeat, would so entirely command the whole surrounding country as to insure here, as
it has invariably done clsewhere, perpetual peace, or something very nearly resembling it. We have only had time
to begin the labor; and, while our people all lie on their arms nearly every night, never can finish it. Permit us,
sir, in these circumstances, to hope for the aid asked, without being disappointed. ,

‘To aggravate our other losses, we have had seven of our children carried captive, the oldest about twelve; we hear
from them daily; they appear to be as well treated as savage tenderness knows how to express itself towards them.
According to a custom of the country, it may be confidently expected the children will be restored, of course, on

the settlement of peace. _
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

| J. A.
Loss on the American side in the engagement of the 11¢h.
Killed, one man and one woman, - - - - 2
Mortally injured, and since dead, - - - - 1 man.
Desperately injured, one woman and one man, - . 2 by bursting his own musket,
Badly injured, two men, - - - - 2
Slightly injured, . - - - - 1 woman.

Larried captive, - - - 7 children.

Whole number of sufferers, - - 15

J. ASHMUN.

e

Lrtract of aletler from J. Ashmun, Acting Agent of the United States for liberated Africans, to the Secrelary of
the Navy, dated

AMERICAN AGENcY, CarE MEsuraDo, December 7, 1822.

In haste, I bez leave to inform you that, on Sunday morning last, the 2d, we sustained, with the loss of one
killed and two badly wounded, a second attack of the natives; their numbers are rated at 1,500.

The Africans sent here by the Government of the United States are all still unhurt, with the exception of the
one wounded by the bursting of his own piece. _ _ ‘ ‘ -

Our whole fighting force, including ten of the African youths, is now twenty-five. We have lost in killed and
wounded, in the actions of the 11th November and 2d instant, seven of our best men. We are at present reinforced
by thirteen men, marines, under the command of a midshipman belonging to His Britannic Majesty’s ship the
Driver, provisioned for six weeks, and whose detention will cause no charge to the American Government. A
promising negotiation has been opened by Captain Laing, British lieutenant of infantry, passenger in the schooner
Prince Regent, from whom we obtained our men, and a moderate addition to our ammuntition. No bill of it has been

presented.

It consists of—

2 barrels, 100 Ibs. each, cannon powder,
28 barrels of 6 Ib. shot,
1,000 musket balls, and
] keg of musket cartridges.

But Captain Laing’s exertions in negotiating a peace, and probably securing to us a fruce, has laid the American
Government and society under the greatest obligations. "They positively refused even to treat, freely, with an
American; but promised, on penalty of the severest visitation, to abide by whatever terms the English, through Gov-
ernor McCarthy, shall prescribe. I had begun to treat with them often before; but, invariably, they violated their
promises, and finally assured us that they would die in the struggle, or destroy us; and fully convinced me that all
overtures for peace were fruitless till they had suffered another repulse. This they have suftereds and in this situa-
tion Captain Laing found them. o ~ '

Be assured, sir, that British mediation shall extend,in this business, to no improper length, it I live, and have
wisdom to judge correctly on the subject. .

The calling in of their aid I believe to have been absolutely necessary to our existence here twenty days longer,
and the promptness with which it came evinced it to be the dictate of friendship and sensibility of feeling.

[ can, sir, affirm with confidence, that at least two thousand slavesare annually shipped from the bay made by the
projection of Capes Mountand Mesurado: an armed vessel stationed there, and twenty-four soldiers ashore, would
divert the traffic, at least, to some other part of the coast, and greatly reduce its extent.

A

Eetract of aletter from Lieutenant Commandant M. C. Perry lo the Secrelary of the Navy, dated

U. 8. scHOONER SHARK, NORFOLE, December 12, 1822,

On the 25th of July, off Havana, I fell in with the United States frigate Macedonian, Captain Biddle, from whom
I received orders to proceed, so soon as I could makearrangements, to the coast of Africa. Being at that time en-
tirely destitute of provisions, stores, &c., I was partly supplied by Captain Biddle; but these supplies came very far
short of the quantity required for so long a cruise, and it consequently became necessary for us to stop at some port
in the West Indies, to complete the necessary requisitions; therefore, after touching at Thompson’s Island, where
we overhauled and cleaned the vessel, and despatched the piratical prize schooner Bandara D’Sangare to the United
States, we sailed on our cruise, putting into Nassau, N. P., for the requisite supplies, whence we departed on the
14th of August, and arrived upon the coast of Africa on the 23d of the ensuing month. After remaining on the coast
until the 17th of October, I, in obedience 1o orders, directed my course towards the West Indies, and made Barba-
does in filteen days; there 1t became necessary to the health and comfort of the crew that we should stop for refresh-
ments and provisions. Thesebeing procured, we salled for the Mona passage, thence to Jamaica, for convoy and
water. From Jamaica we passed around Cape Antonio, through the Gulf of hFlorida, to this port.

At the period of our departure from Mesurado, (the 8th of October,) the settlers were occupied in the improve-
ment of their settlements, clearing the land, erecting houses, and perfecting their fortifications; and I am of opinion
that the termination of the next dry season will leave them in a state comparatively prosperous. They apprehended
no hostilities from the natives, and appeared much pleased with their situation.

During my stay upon the coast, L could not even fear of an American slaving vessel; and I am fully impressed
with the belief that there is not one at present afloat.
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Eaxtract of a letter from J. Ashmun to R, T. Spence, Esq., commanding the United States ship Cyane, off
- Mesurado, dated

SIR: * Care MEesvrapo, March 31, 1823,

Owing to the extraordinary reverses to which the establishment at this place, including an asylum for liberated
captives, and a colony of free colored people from the United States, has been subjected, and the circumstance of
no vessel arriving from America with supplies during this trying period, we are reduced fo the necessity of applying
" to you for such relief and supplies as our more urgent wants require, and your situation may enable you to furnish.

The absence of a small armed vessel from the roads of Mesurado cerfainly invited those aggressions of the native
tribes, in consequence of which all our improvements have been nearly suspended for several months, and the settle-
nment surrounded with the horrors of a savage war. A slight insight into the policy of these tribes will discover that
they never will venture to assail an establishment on shore which has the support of even the most inconsiderable
naval force. Your foresight has produced for us this important means of security, by repairing, manning, and allot-
ting to the protection of the establishment the schooner Augusta; her presence at Mesurado will likewise have a most
salutary influence 1n checking the sale and transportation of slaves in the neighborhood of the cape.

These inhuman practices, I regret to state, are to the present hour continued here without restraint or disguise.
Permit me to suggest the propriety of an application to our Government to have this vessel commissioned to employ
her force against such American vessels as may visit that part of the coast included between Capes Mount and
Mesurado. This service she might, in my opinion, render the cause of humanity, without the least detriment to
that to which she is specifically appointed. .

I have already had the honor to represent to our Government my views in relation not only to the utihty, but the
absolute necessity, of an efficient and well constructed work of defence, both for our security against the insults and
aggressions of the natives, and to add respectabihity to the establishment in the estimation of foreigners.

Since those representations were communicated, we have unhappily been able to add the corroborative testimony
of experience to their truth and importance. The native tribes, lured on by the hopes of getting possession of our
stores, and observing nothing formidable in our means of defence, have attempted, by the utmost exertion of their
power, our extermination. And a ship of war was actually sent by the acting commander of a large naval force
employed on this coast, to erect a foreign flag in the midst of our settlement, and transfer the jurisdiction of the cape
and neighboring coast, and the allegiance of our people, to his own Goverpment. ‘T¢ such insults and injuries the
establishment must always consider to be liable while destitute of the work in question. A just regard to the char-
acter of the nation imperiously demands, in"my opinion, that the agency which it has seen fit to establish on this
coast, for the most benevolent of purposes, should enjoy such a protection. I am happy, sir, to perceive that on this
subject your views perfectly accord with my own, and was prepared, on your arrival, toask for a part of the aid
which, 1n anticipation of my request, you, sir, so promptly offered from your ship, for the erection of a permanent
and powerful fortification. 'The labor and expense-which the entire completion of this work will require must ne-
cessarily be considerable; but its ufilify will be still greaters and I have that confidence in the wisdom and liberality
of our Government, that I would cheerfully share any pecuniary responsibility incurred in its erection, although
without the authority of a specific order, _ _

Yitally connected with the welfare of the settlement is the preservation of the lives, and, as far as possible, the
health of the agents of Government. Nothing will contribute more essentially to this desirable end than a comfort-
able habitation. Several valuable lives have been unquestionably sacrificed for want of this convenience, and, in
alluding to this subject, the recollection of an irreparable personal loss powerfully intrudes itself upon my feelings.
‘The accompanying circumstances were distressing. A female of most delicate constitution, lying under the influ-
ence of a mortal fever, in the corner of a miserable hut, to ventilaie which 1n a proper manner was impossible, on
a couch literally dripping with water, which a roof of thatch was unable to excludes recovery, in such circumstances,
was impossible; and the mortal struggle almost bronght relief to the agonized feelings of surviving friendship.

A due regard to the preservation of my own life, and that of my successors, determined me to erecta comfortable
house for the residence of the agents; but, destitute both of suitable materials and of good mechanics, I could hardly
have effected my purpose without the aid, in both these respects, which has'been received from the Cyane. Against
the important advantages of having a commodious house erected at this time in the settlement, no judicious person
will weigh the expenses incurred by the purchase of lumber, and the subsistence and pay of the workmen. "The
house is nearly completed, in a most airy situation, and commands one of the finest prospects in Western Africa.

The propriety of soliciting the aid of workmen from on board the ship under your command will, 1 hope, sir, be
obvious, whentI inform you that, of our small company of laborers, consisting only of thirty individuals, seven of the
very best were either killed or entirely disabled in our conflicts with the natives, and that, the want of mechanical
skill aside, the remainder are, to the present hour, obliged to mount guard every second night. Without help from
the ship, we must either have left these works unattempted or unfinished, or have accomplished them in a most rude
and unappropriate style. '

The other improvements, to which the industry of a number of your crew has been directed, are scarcely less
important; and, all together, will afford us that security against external annoyance, and those domestic accommoda-
tions during a rainy season of several months continuance, which we could not otherwise have hoped to enjoy.

Haepiie gy jiisa——

Extract of a letter from Caplain R. 1. Spence to J. Ashmun, dated

SIR: U. S. sa1p Cyane, WEesTerN Arrica, MEesvravo, April 1, 1823.

Your communication of the 31st ultimo I have had the honor fo receive. Arriving on the coast of Africa after
a long cruise in the West Indies, with my crew enfeebled by the heat of that climate, my own health in a preca-
rious state, and that of some of my officers equally so, I should have felt 1t my duty to return, after a short tarry,
immediately to the United States, had it not been for circumstances the most unexpected. Informed of your desti-
tute situation, occasioned by the disasters of a war brought on by difficulties growing out of the nature of your settle-
ment; moved by a sympathy and commisﬁeratmp’fwhicﬁ suffering ought always to excite; wholly regardless of all
personal sacrifice, I assumed a responsibility which the emergency doubtless will justify; and, in anticipation of your
requisition, provided such a supply of necessary subsistence as will enable you fo go through the approaching rains
without fear of famine, thereby insuring, I trust, your final success. . ‘ _

The officers and crew of the Cyane have been engaged day and night in repairing and getting in readiness for the
service for which she will hereafter be applied the schooner Augusta, found at Sierra Leone deserted and nearly
destroyed. I shall leave her on the coast when I go hence, in a condition not less good than when first launched,
with the exception of her copper, which, however, will be sufficient for several years to come. She is placed in charge
of a careful officer, well provided and suitably armed. I promise myself that much good will result from her con-
t;lnued presence, and trust that your own expectations will be fully realized from her remaining in the vicinity of
the cape.

It gives me great pleasure to contribute o your personal comfort, not so much to your comfort in accommodation
as to rescuing you from a hovel which a continuance 1n would almost forbid a hope of your recovery, and which,
from the surgeon’s report, I am induced to believe would insure your death during the ensuing rainy season.

The tower I have commenced I trust will prove to you a ** tower of strength;” the 1mpression it 1s calculated to
make, and the security it cannot fail to afford, will produce a two-fold operation, and be of infinife importance in
many respects, all of which are too obvious fo require exposition.
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SIR: Monrovia, June 18, 1823.

We arrived at Mesurado on the 24th May, after a passage of thirty-two days from Cape Henry. I find the
colonists have all been employed by Captain Spence, since his arrival here, on a fortification, which was not completed
when I arrived. A few days after I arrived about one-sixth part of the wall tumbled to 1ts base, and the rest has
given way in every direction. I believe it will be less work to build a new one thau to repair the old. Previous to the
attack of the natives our people had got gardens enclosed, and vegetables flourishing finely; and had 1t not been for
this event, and they coulc{) have had a small part of their labor to bestow on their lots, they would have been amply
prepared to have maintained themselves; but when the enemy came upon them, they were obliged to take up their
sarden fences to make a palisade of defence; their gardens were all destroyed, and not so much as a hill of beans is
arowing in the colony. The rainy season has now fully commenced, and very little labor can be done until the next
?lry' season, which will be in November. This will make it necessary to continue the laborers at the public expense
longer than I had contemplated in my former report, as I had expected a much more favorable state of affairs here.

One of the captured Africans was killed in the battle, and there is much jealousy of the natives against them,

for fear of retaliation for their being sold. I would, therefore, respectfully recommend to Government not to send
out any more captured Africans until the requisite buildings can be erected, and a regular establishment made for
them. Should it please God to restore my health and preserve my life, this will be accomplished in the dry season,
and a vegular system of management entered upon, when any number likely to be in the possession of Government
could be manazed. But should I be called away by death, it would be highly dangerous, from the spirit which these
have manifested, to multiply their number without more efiicient government being held over them than has been.
If it should please God to spare my life, I will endcavor to have the buildings erected early in the next season.
. A fatality has attended every proceeding on this affair; but if I live, and am supported so I can stay here, I hope
soon to alter matters and set them on & better footing. Butshould any of the common casualties happen to the trading
company formed in Baltimore that they should fail to comply with their contract, and I find myself neglected by
both Government and society, out of provisions, clothing, &c., I shall leave the place and cause in despair.

The United States schooner Augusta has undergone a partial repair, but so slightly that she was thought to be
hardly seaworthy; but Mr. Dashiell, who was left in command of her, has ventured in her to Sierra Leone to get
some further repairs, to enable him to ride out the rains. He was in a very bad state of health. This system of
repairing out here is very expensive, and is so partially done and poorly commanded and manned as to be of no ser-
vice to the colony. 1 beg leave to press, with the utmost urgency, as a security to the captured Africans and the
success of this cause, that Government keep here a vessel prudently commanded and well manned.

There is but one man who came out with me but what is down with fever. I was taken a week ago, aifd have
not been able to see them since; but they are all doing well. We have had five deaths, most of them from foolish
obstinacy. I hope the worst is over with me. I have got so I can sit up a few minutes at a ttme, in which way

this letter is written.1

I have the honor to be, your most obedient,
E. AYRES.

The Hon. Stntr Trompsow, Secrelary Navy United Stafes.

Eatract of a letter from Captain Robert T'. Spence fo the Secretary of the Navy, dated

U. 8. suip Cyang, QuarANTINE GrOUND, NEW YORE, June 27, 1823.

After an absence of twelve months fronr the United States, in the West Indies and on the coast of Africa, I
have the honor to announce my arrival at this anchorage, last from a cruise among the Windward islands.

Up to the 24th of March, on which day my latest communications were addressed to you from Sierra Leone, you
have been made acquainted with my official proceedings; under that date I informed you of the precarious situation
of the colony at Cape Mesurado, and of my intention to take prompt and effectual steps for its rescue and preserva-
tion. The schooner Augusta having been speedily equipped, and made ready for sea by the activity of my officers,
and such supply of necessary articles as would relieve the immediate wants of the colonists taken on board, together
with about forty Kroo-men (whose labor had been secured {ree of any expense to the United States,) I proceeded,
without 2 moment’s delay, to the settlement, examining with due care the intermediate coast. On my anchoring,
after a short passage at Cape Mesurado, I received from Mr. Ashmun, the resident agent, letter marked A, which,
with other communications hereto appended, disclose the indigent and distressed condition of the colony, and foreci-
bly show that my arrival was not only most opportune, and my anticipation of their wants provident, but in ever
respect essential to thelr future safety and preservation. ‘T'he presence of the ship, at this critical juncture, appeared,
indeed, providential; for, without the succor it was my good fortune to afford, every thing might have been
apprehended. A renewal of war was in agitation among the hostile Princes; and, from all we could learn and
observe, the conclusion was unavoidable, that the entire extermination of the colonists must have been the conse-
quence. The head men were in the highest degree exasperated, appearing in no manner inclined to be appeased,
declaring that they had never entertained a design of selling the cape; that they had been over-reached; that they
never possessed a full understanding of the agreement, (or **books’’) and, finally, that they never had sold, and
nevetr would consent to give up Cape Mesurado, the abode of one of their ideal beings of superstitious veneration!

Having made such provision for the maintenance of the ““agency® during the approaching inclement season of
the *rains,”” (nearly at hand,) and, by a friendly intercourse and other means, mollified, as far as practicable, the
excited temper of the neighboring chiets; having afforded all the aid to the establishment which, under other circum-
stances, might have been deemed sufficient, my own health much impaired, my purser’s wholly gone, and that of
my officers by no means vigorous; having also placed a suitable vessel in the immediate vicinity of the colony—a cau-
tionary measure, which should not be relinquished—1I should have felt justified, considering the sickly season was
about to set in, (particularly as the stores and supplies of the ship, from extraordinary calls, had become inadequate
for a full expenditure for any length of time,) in leaving the coast for the United States; but, sir, I could not per-
suade myself to adopt this course while much remained to be done for the security of a settlement, the object of
which appears to be fraught with such benefits to our common country; especially as your instructions enjoined on
me to do_every thing for the agent and colonists which they might require, and it being the object of an officer to
acquire the Government’s rather than his own approbation; to which end I was ready to encounter any hardship,
and to make any sacrifice. ;

The cause alleged on the part of the chiefs for making war on the peaceable seitlers at Mesurado is merged in
the statement previously given, namely, their never having had any intention to sell the cape, the spot consecrated
to one of their deities, or beings of superstitious 1dolatry; that collusion had been practised 1n the purchase; that it
was not a fair and fully explained contract, as they were ignorant of the paper they had signed, with others equally
absurd and fallacious, founded neither in reason nor truth. Such, however, were the causes set forth by them in the
varions interviews had with the officers of this ship, during our stay, for their inexcusable and unprovoked enmity.
But other latent inducements existed far more operative, which, doubtless, formed the true and only cause of hostili-
ties commitfed by them on an unoffending people; the most prominent of these may be discovered in the embar-
rassments thrown in the way of the slave trade by a contiguous active check, restraining, by its presence, a trade
they never can willingly forego, as alsoin the hope they entertained of being able to obtain, without risk or loss, the
spoil and plunder of a successful war: for they had been led to believe, by emissaries sent among them by slave fac-
tors, that there would be much booty of stores, goods, &c. &c. In these alluring hopes and prospects, at all times
cogent with beings of their propensities and uncivilized habits, may be seen the leading motives for attacking the

establishment at Cape Mesurado.
139 n



1102 | NAVAL AFFAIRS. 1823,

~ Seeing these to have been their incitements; apprehending their present inaction was merely a truce for more
vigorous preparation; finding that the chieftains were far from being inclined to abandon either their claims or inten-
tions, but waited only for a season better suited to further both 5 convinced, also, that the defenceless condition of
the colony invited aggression, I determined, in despite of the plausible objections my own mind furnished to a
longer continuance on the coast, to exert myself during the short period I was permitted to remain, with a view of
placing the settlement in the last possible state of defence. 'This wish becane strengthened by information received
from Dr. Dix (whose {riendly and social interviews with the Princes enabled him to obtain much useful matter)
that another attempt on the colony was positively meditated when the season inimical to the heaith of its defenders
should set in ; that they were sanguine in the hopes of then accomplishing their object by the combined operation of
war, sickness, and famine. My determination on this point received also additional strength from a perspective of
the fatal consequences which would inevitably result from renewed incursions on the part of these barbarians. VWhile
the means of security were inadequate to inspire confidence on the side of the assailed, or apprehension on the part
of the assallants, expulsion was certain. The entire extermination of a remnant of colomsts, who, confiding in
promises made them previously to embarking, had ¢onsented to leave the happiest country in the world to sojourn in
the land of their forefathers, was not only possible, but too probable. Added to which, the loss of a footing happily
acquired n a situation second to ngne on the whole line of coast after leaving Sierra Leone, and the consequent
extinction of all future prospect of ever being again able to effect an establishment at a place so eligible, on terns so
advantageous to the society, and creditable to those who negotiated the purchase. A Martello tower I conceived
well suited to eitect the object in view. A fortress of this character was desirable on many accounts; nay, appeared
indispensable, not only to the end of affording protection and giving security in the hour of invasion, but as being
also the best calculated to produce a change of policy on the part of the natives, and well suited to make such an
impression as would deter them from a renewal of aggression, and thereby prevent the calamitous consequences
Justly.to be apprehended; at all events, the consequences of harassing and vexatious predations. Again, 1 consid-
dered it expedient to make also a proper impression on the minds of foreigners jealous of an establishment whose
continuance and prosperity threaten an annihilation of the slave trade in that particular section of the country lying
adjacent to the river Mesurado; this, with me, was a consideration not without its influence. The foundation of
the fortress being commenced, with the assistance of the Kroo-men, its progress was rapid; alacrity gave animation
and activity, and promised a speedy completion of a competent defence. In fifteen days a circular massive work of
stone, measuring one hundred and, twelve feet in circumference, eight feet in thickness and ten feet in elevation,
was seen to tower above the surrounding heights, commanding the site for the town, and a wide range of the circum-
jacerzlt countrys; capable of intercepting, by its position, any movement made either within or without the bar of Me-
surado river.

In my expectations I was not disappointed. During the time this work was progressing, I had frequent opportuni-
ties of discovering its eflect in neutralizing, in no small degree, the menacing designs of the natives; every day
brought me additional proof of a change in their intentions, wrought by an amicable and conciliatory conduct, con-
joined with preparations for defence, formidable to any eye, but, with them, to all appearance 1mpracticable. I
was happy in perceiving this revolution in their sentiments, this change in their designs, as a friendly understanding
with the powerful chiefs of the neighboring villages is the true policy to be observed on the part of the emigrants at
Mesurado. While this fortress was advancing, other operations, calculated in an eminent manner to improve the
settlement, were also undertaken and carried through; indeed, nothing was left undone which I had the power to do,
conceiving that both the spirit and letter of your instructions required the performance of every thing which a
limited means rendered practicable, tending in any way to insure the success of an ‘establishment instituted for colo-
nizing the free men of color of the United States, and for the reception of captured emancipated slaves—objects
commanding the approbation of every humane heart, and the benedictions of thousands who are to be benefited by
their accomplishment. While I witnessed with satisfaction these laudable undertakings drawing toa completion, I
felt no small impatience to leave the coast before the commencement of the ** rains,*® frequent tornadoes warning me
of their approach, leaving impressions on my mind by no means tending to reconcile me to a stay of many days.
The health of my crew was, at this time, comparatively good, considering the length of time we had experienced the
debilitating effect of tropical heat; and I felt no small anxiety to preserve them in this state for the service they
were yet to encounter in the West Indies—a hope fondly indulged, but in which I was cruelly disappovinted. Our
labors were nearly at a close when my surgeon was snddenly taken down, and on the sixth day was no more! The
sick list received several names in the course of a few days: cases, at first apparently slight, speedily assumed the
symptoms of the coast fever. 'The appearance of this disease determined me, especially as the castle was finished, to
delay no time in removing from the coast. In pursuance of this resolution, the crew were forthwith embarked, and
the ship immediately put to sea, This measure, carried into effect with promptitude, encouraged a hope that there
would be an end to a malady understood to be peculiar to the African coast, generated by the miasma and poi-
sonous exhalations from vegetable decomposition and deleterious atinosphere thrown from waters, which, after the
annual deluge has subsided, become stagnant and pestilential. Such was my expectation from so salufary a change.
This expectation, doubtless, would have been realized, had the winds been sufficiently fresh and favorable to have
enabled us to reach, in a short time, a higher latitude. It wasnot, however, our good fortune to be thus propitiated,
but the reverse was our lot: fogs, calms, with an alternation of rains and intense suns, rendered our situation truly
deplorable, and rapidly increased our sick list; so that on the 25th of April, seven days after putling the ship to
sea, the sick report contained the names of sixty of my officers and crew, and was for some time diminished only by
death—not in fact diminished; for death but made room for others brought down with similar symptoms, and threat-
ened with a similar fate. The extreme humidity of the atmosphere, and the confined state of the shig, In consequence
of torrents of rain, had changed in a great degree the character of this distemper, giving it all the features of the
typhus. The symptoms were not altogether exclusively those attendant on this fever; ther assumed a compound
and multifarious appearance; not always equally violent, but, in most cases, equally fatal: in many instances a
general suffusion took place, the body exhibiting a deep yellow tinge, together with a highly discolored tongue; deli-
rium, madness, instant prostration of strength, with convulsive contortions, carrying the victim off suddenly. In

other cases the symptoms were wholly different: vital decay, producing a slow and destructive debility, resulting in
extinction of life.

iy Sl e a—

Sir: Moxnrovia, AFRIcA, July 18, 1823.

A few days after landing in Africa, all the new comers were taken ill; there has but one escaped the sickness.

‘We have lost eight of our number. The colonists who were out before have been very healthys there has not been
afcz:]s% plf fever among them since I have been but. We are all now on the mend, but attended with a great degree
ot debility. _ _

The captured Africans have been constantly employed in the defence of the colony during the late war with
the natives, and since that time the urgency of the aftairs of the colony has been such that they have been constantly
employed in preparing a defence for the place, which has deprived them of the opportunity of acquiring that informa-
tion of agriculture and the mechanical arts which would benefif them in acquiring a livelihood in civilized life, ac-
cording to the humane intentions of the President, expressed in his message to Congress, and approved by them.

Owing to this circumstance, I thought it my bounden duty to retain them a year Tonger at the charge ot the United
States, to accomplish this purpose. I have placed them under the care of the Rev. Lot Carey, a colored man; a
part of each day they are to attend, and the remainder of their time to labor under the immediate care of Mr. Carey,
in clearing and cultivating the land, whereby they will acquire a knowledge that will benefit them through life.
‘Their labor is always to be under my immediate direction.

I have not been able to settle the accounts of Mr. Macauley yet. The Augusta left here a few days after my
arrival for the north, and has not returned, and probably will not until after the rains, so that I am without the pos-
sibility of communication with Sierra Leone, and unable to accomplish it.
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The goods received in the colony from the Trading Company of Baltimore will enable me to dispense with the
necessity of drawing bills on London for necessaries, buf can draw directly on the Government.

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, &e.,

. E. AYRES.
"The Hon. Sxarr TaomprsoN, Secretary United States Navy. |

CORRESPONDENCE OF COMMODORE DAVID PORTER AND OFFICERS OF THE SQUADRON UNDER HIS
COMMAND, IN RELATION TO THE SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY.

SIR: | U. S. su1e Pracocg, St. Tuonas, Aarch 3, 1823.

I have the honor to inform you that1 this morning arrived at this place, with all the squadron under my com-
mand, except the Greyhound, which vessel separated in a gale.

I have despatched Lieutenant Commandant Perry, with the Shark and three small schooners, to scour the south
side of Porto Rico, and shall sail to-morrow with the rest of the squadron for St. John’s, where I have been informed
several privateers have been fitted out, which have done considerable injury to our commerce.

I am also informed that there is a large British naval force in those seas, a squadron of which, apparently on the
look out, I fell in with this morning.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

D. PORTER.
Hon. S. Trospson, Seeretary of the Navy.

SIR: UnIiTED STATES sHIP PrACOCK, March 4, 1823.

You will proceed to the port of St. John’s, in the harbor of Porto Rico, and deliver the accompanying letter
to the Governor. . . | b

You will there wait, if necessary, two days for the answer, apprizing him of your intentions so to do; and at the
expiration of that time you will proceed to join me either off the harbor or at the port of Aguada, at the west end of
the island, where I shall wait the squadron.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

D. PORTER.
Captain Joux PorTER, Uniled Stales schooner Greyhound.

Your ExcELLENCY: Unitep StaTES suip PEAcock, March 4, 1823,

I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of orders from my Government, I have faken command of
all the United States naval forces in these seas, for the protection of the commerce of the United States against
all unlawful interruptions, to guard the rights both of property and person of our citizens whenever it shall become
necessary, and for the suppression of piracy and the slave trade.

As great complaints bave been made of the interruption and injury to our commerce by privateers fitted out from
Spanish ports, I must beg your excellency to furnish me with a descriptive list of vessels legally commissioned to
cruise from Porto Rico, with aset of the blank forms of their papers, that I may know how and when to respect them
if I should meet with any of them. _

I must also beg your excellency to inform me how far they have been instructed to interrupt our trade with
Mesic?l and the Colombian republic, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have affecting our commerce

enerally. *
. As the suppression of piracy, the principal motive for my visit to these seas, is an object that concerns all nations,
(all being parties against them, and may be considered allies,) I confidently look to all for co-operation whenever
it may be necessary, or at least their favorable and friendly support; and to none more than those most exposed to
their depredations. _ , _

I therefore look with confidence to your excellency for the aid of such means as may be in your power for their
suppression; and, in the absence of means, I beg to assure your excellency that, whatever course may be pursued by
me to destroy those enemies of the human race, it will have no other aim; and I shall observe the utmost caution
not to encroach on the rights or willingly offend the feelings of others, either in substance or in form, in all the mea-
sures which may be adopted to accomplish the end in view. |

It will afford me sincere pleasure should I be so fortunate as to fulfil the expectatious of my Government, and at
the same time preserve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I may be so unfortunate as to
cc[::me il|'11 collision or discussion in relation thereto; indeed, it will add much to my happiness if it can be avoided
altogether, '

'That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by me are the only ones which brought me to these
seas, I beg leave to assure your excellency in the most positive and unequivocal terms.

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s very obedient, humble servant,

| _ D. PORTER.
To His Excellency the GoverNor of Porto Rico.
MosTt ExcerLenT Sir: " OFFIcE oF THE CAPTAIN GENERAL OF PurrTo Rico, March 6, 1823,

I have this moment received the very estimable letter of your excellency, dated the 4th of the present
month, in which your excellency has been pleased to communicate to me the important commission which has been
intrusted to you by a Government that claims the respect of all the territories within its influence.

I have the satisfaction of forwarding to your excellency a nominal report of the privateer vessels which have been
armed and despatched for the purpose of cruising, by the competent authority in this island, agreeably to the request
which your excellency has made me in the letter of that date; and I am extremely sorry to find myself so situated
that I cannot comply with the wishes eof your excellency in regard to my transmitling you a set of blank forms, for
the purpose of enabling your excellency how and when to respect their commissions. The diplomas which they
recelve come from our court, already signed by His Most Catholic Majesty and the minister o whom this office per-
tains, leaving, in these cases, the naval authority here limited only to the {illing of the blank spaces in them with the
name of the captain and of the vessel. Thus situated, it is impossible for me to accede to your circumspect views in
this particular object; but, nevertheless, if it should on occasion appear requisite to your excellency, the said diplo-
mas or commissions can be examined, together with a blank signature of the captain of this port, in order thata
sufficient ground may be established for comparing this signature with those which may be presented, keeping in
view the prospectus of those with which the said privateers are cruising.

I am likewise asked by your excellency for information how far my instructions are extended for interrupting
the commerce of the United States with Mexico and the republic of Colombia; and for your gratification it is my
duty to declare, that I find myself sufficiently instructed to state that the blockade which was established on all the,
coasts and ports of the provinces of YVenezuela has been raised. Under these circumstances, I consider the com-
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merce of the United States to be in a free capacity for an intercourse with that of the places formerly blackaded:
reserving, however, for lawful capture the vessels of any nation which shall be found conveying implements of war
to the insurgents, or people disposed to co-operate with them in their military resistance. I can give your excel-
lency no certain information concerning Mexico; but it 1s my opiniton that the circumstances and condition are to
be found the same as those of Venezuela. .

The very important objects to which your mission into these seas 1s directed, and your good intentions and views,
afford me the greatest satisfaction, and hasten me {o manifest myself to your excellency, as at the instant I now do,
in order to assure you that all within the scope of my authority and faculty in this island is one of the places most
interested 1n the flourishing of commerce, and the revival, if possible, of good faith and.due respect to the property
of the citizens. Trusting that your excellency may be abie to fulfil the desires of your Government in this import-

ant charge, and that they may be ever more and more hdppy in their election,

I have the honor of being, with the greatest respect, your excellency’s most attentive and sure servant, &ec.
| MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.

Don Davip PorTEr, . o
Commandant of the squadron of U. 8. of America in the offing of this port.

-

MosT ExceELLENT SIR: Orrice oF THE CarTaIN GENERAL OF PuErTO Rico, March 6, 1823.

At noon this day, just as I arrived from the village.of Cagunas, where I received at eight o’clock this morning
the official letter of the King’s Jieutenant commandant of this place, advising me of the arrival of the squadron under
the command of your excellency, with a disposition to enter this port, I have been inauspiciously imnformed of the
misfortune occurring in the death of the commander of a schooner of war belonging to the squadron, which, it seems,
persisted In entering the port, notwithstanding his having been warned by the fort {o desist from his undertaking by
a discharge of two cannons, the ficst with a blank cartridge, and the other at an elevation with a ball. But the gar-
rison, in seeing his obstinacy, followed with an extraordinary rigor the orders for hindering ihe entrance of the
squadron until my arrival, according to the determination formed by the said lieutenant of the place yesterday.

I wish to persuade the mind: of your excellency into a consciousness of the sorrow which this event, so mournful
and unfortunate, has caused me; so much the more painful, mnasmuch as it has happened in a place in the district
under my command, and on an individual under the orders of your excellency, and a citizen of the United States;
of a nation with whom, in all acceptations, the Spaniards of both hemispheres are found united.

So unexpected a misfortune, which it seems ought never to be feared in friendly establishments, appears to carry
on itself a character of criminality, which more and more aggrieves my feelings. - ‘

But the juncture of the circumstances which have counspired towards this fatality, according to the information
received by me, 1s such, that if your excellency will be pleased to examine it with impartiality, you will perceive
that if the facts are not sufficient to mitigate the regret, they are at least enough to prove that there has been no inten-
%on of failing In regard to your excellency, or of offending any citizen of the United States, and much less their

overnment. - 4

The lieutenant of the Kingand commandant of the place, grounded on various reasons, (of whichit is not import-
ant to trouble your excellency with a citation, but of which, however, I will point out a few,) believed that he ought not
to permit the entering of the squadron until my arrival. One of his motives arose from his recollecting that, during the
last year, an expedition was armed in the ports of North Americaagainst thisisland, and placed under the command of
a man named Ducondray Holstein, which expedition actually went 1nto the port of Saint Bartholomew under the
American flag. And among his other reasons were the following: It has been reported here that another similar
expedition is this year in preparation; that the schooners alluded to, on their entering yesterday, would not receive
the pilots on board unless they practised with particular plans of the harbor and the leads in their hand, of which the
captain of the port made his complaint; that when the officers came on shore a rumor was spread that they were
saying Spain had ceded this island and that of Cuba to the English, which relation they confirmed to the lieutenant
of the King, as he himself has assured me; that their not having presented to him the writing, nor any expression
from your excellency, he suspected he had found something alarming in these rumors, and not suflicient proof that
these were national vessels merely by the uniforms in which the officers were dressed. ) _

These are some of the reasons which he has informed me he had in view in not consenting to the entrance of
the squadron until myarrival; and, in consequence.of them, he despatched his orders to the Castle of the Moro, not
for the purpose of committing hostilities, but merely preventive orders. He sent.an adjutant at half past six o’clock
in the morning, accompanied by an interpreter, on board one of the schooners under the command of your excellency,
to entreat her commander to be so good as to call on the Government in order to agree with them on the means and
form of making known to your excellency this their determination. Unfortunately, the commander of the American
vessel deferred in the first place kis seeing the lieutenant of the King until one o’clock in the afternoon; and, pro-
voked by the adjutant to view it as an urgent case, and to consider duly the cause of his being disturbed, and of
which he was fully informed, this commander promised the adjutant that he would go to the Government as soon as he
could dress himself. By an unheard-of fatality he did not accomplish this promise until after his hearing the firing
of the cannons at the Moro, which might have been avoided had he only presented himself for an interview with the
commandant of the place. The remissness of this officér. and the pertinacity of him who commanded the schooner,
in his not suspending his entering in spite of the cannon that was fired without a shot, and without waiting for a
pilot; but, notwithstanding this, and the second discharge of a gun at.an elevation, to crowd sail in order at all events
to gain the port—these acts, most excellent sir, have been the means of depriving the United States of a cifizen,
your excellency of an officer, of filling Puerto Rico with mourning, and myself with inexpressible sorrow. I feelit o
be my duty to assure your escellency that the orders issued by the lieutenant of the King and commandant general
of the place were by no means intended to commit hostilities or offences against the vessel, but, as the firing was
made at an elevation, either the tumbling of the sea, or perhaps some bad pointing, must have been the cause why the
fourth discharge should produce such a fatal effect. i , ’

Immediately on my return to this place, I gave orders that all the vessels underthe command of your excellency,
of whatsoever description, may enter freely into this harbor as into a port of friends, where they will meet that recep-
tion which the law of nations assigns to those who claim a titie in civilization, and other Frmlegqs secured by the
treaties of friendship existing between the two nations. In this act I anticipated for mygelf the satisfaction of being
able to manifest personally all the consideration which your person merits from me, and my regret for so mournful

and disagreeable an event.

May od guard vo rexcelienc inan ears. ,
Ay Bof STE YO Yy y MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.

Don Davip PorTER, : _ — '
The Most Excellent Commander of the Anglo-American squadron in the offing of Puerto Rico.

il —

OrricE or THE Capraiy GENERAL oF Puento Rico, March 7, 1823,

Most EXCELLENT SIR: |

One of the first objects of my attention, as soon as I was informed of the mournful accident, concerning
which I wrote to your excellency in my letter of yesterday, was to acquaint myself with the actual condition of the
wounded individual, in order that he should be located where the duties of friendship might be exercised for his
accommodation and comforts; but, being certified that he had died during the transaction before related, I could do
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no otherwise than give my orders that his funeral should be conducted .with all the decorum and manifestation of
respect due to an honorable officer of his character and station, and cause his corpse to be attended to the grave by
a procession composed of the principal chieftains, authorities, and other officers of this garrison. In this act, I conld
wish that your excellency might recognise an expression of the lively sorrow which has been excited mn me by this
misfortune.

o May God preserve your excellency many years.
MIGUEL DE LA TORRE.
Don Davip PorTER, _

The Most Ezcellent Commander-in-chief of the Anglo-American ‘squadmn wn the offing of this port.

Your ExcELLENCY: U. S. suip Peacocr, Acuapa, Harch 8, 1823.

On the 3d of this month I despatched from the squadron under my command the United States schooner
Greyhound, commanded by Captain John Porter of the United States navy. who was the bearer of a letter from me
to your excellency, written in strict conformity with instructions which I had received from my Government, pro-
pounding certain inquiries o enable your excellency to puf me in possession of such information as wounld place it in
my power to fulfil the benevolent intentions of the Government of the United States without infringing on the rights
of Spain as a belligerent. o

'The commander of the Greyhound was directed to remain in St. John’s two days for your exceliency’s answer,
and then to join me off the port, or at this place, where I proposed watering the squadron under my command.

On the second day after his arrival at St. John’s I directed the commander of the Untfed States schooner Fox to
proceed there with, his vessel, to ascertain at what time it was probable your reply would be obtained, with orders
to return immediately, and apprize the commander of the United States schooner Beagle, another of my squadron,
of my intention to come to this place. . )

On the arrival of the Fox within gun-shot of the castle, I was much surprised to observe that six guns were fired
at her; but knowing of no cause to justify such an act of violence, I should have thought that perhaps I might have
been mistaken, had not the commanders of all three of those vessels failed to obey my instructions, which could not
have happened but for some violent detention by the authorities at St. John’s. _ .

Until, however, I am hetter satisfied of the fact, I shall refrain from the expression of my sentiments on the sub-
ject, and shall for the present merely observe that theiwr character could not have been misunderstood, as my squad-
ron, at the time of the departure of the Fox, was lying in full view of the castle, with their colors flying, and a
British squadron under the command of Sir Thomas Cochrane, which had several times communicated with me,
and well knew the vessels arrived there the day previous to the last mentioned vessel, and on the day previous to
-my arrival off the port. . . _ *

I know not whether my suspicions are correct, but I have, in the event of their being so, directed the senior offi-
cer to abandon the vessels, and leave the island of Porto Rigco as soon as possible; leaying it to my country, to whom
I s(lilallﬂ' make[i{nm'm the facts, to resent the outrage as it may think proper, and which it will no doubt do promptly
ana etiectually. .~

Your excellency must be aware that it 1s always in my power to retaliate,and even in this place: but it would be
a poor return for the friendship and hOSpita[itY{ have received from its mhabitants; and I cannot reconcile it to
myself that the innocent should be made to suffer for offences not their own.

With great respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient, humble servant,
D. PORTER.

—

Your ExcELLENCY: U. S. surp Pracock, Acuapa, March 11, 1823.

. I have the honor o acknowledge the receipt of your several favors of the 6th and 7th of this month.

That which is in reply to the letter I had the honor to address you on the 4th is perfectly satisfactory in all its
details; and the promptness with which you have been pleased to attend to it, as well as its contents, will, no doubt,
be hlillly gratifying to the Government of the United States.

. I know not how to touch on the melancholy subject of your other letters, without giving vent to svme of those
feelings which operate at this moment on my mind. I shall endeavor, however, to treat it coolly and dispassion-
ately, and hope, by a few facts, to convince your excellency that there was not the shadow of an excuse for inter-
dicting the entrance of my squadron info the harbor of St. John’s; that nothing can justify the order, issued by
your second in command, to fire upon any of the vessels composing it; and that the act of firing was, to say the
least of 1t, an act of the most unpardonable cruelty and barbarity. Itis painful to me to see that your excellency has
labored to justify the act, and to throw the blame on the commander of one of the United States vessels then in port.

_ A statement 1 the Echo of the 8th, drawn by the same hand that penned your letter to me, is given to the public,
with the same object in view. Your excellency may have reasoned yourself into a belief of the correctness of the
inferences you have in both cases drawn from information given you, or both may haye been considered as neces-
sary and proper to prevent excitement; buf I must be excused for.saying to your excellency that the charge is only
an aggravation to the outrage which had already been commifted. , It was not the duty of that officer to move at the
peck and call of the King’s lieutenant, or to leave the duty unexecuted which I had sent him to perform, (to com-
municate to me the hostile intentions of a ,subaltern;) which, had .they been fully, explained to him, he never could
have believed he would have dared to have carried 1nto effect; but they never were explained, and no such conver-
sation took place between the King’s lieutenant and the American officer, as js related by your excellency. Your
excellency has been misinformed on the subject; and had it taken place, and had it been the duty of the American
officer to have communicated to me the intention to prevent my coming into, port, it would have been impracticable
for him to have executed it, as the sea raged with such viglence at the time, that no vessel or boat could possibly
have left the harbor. It 1snot magnanimous in your excellency to resort to such means to excuse the bad conduct
of those under your command. _, - :

The officer you would implicate was the bearer of.a despatch from me to your excellency, apprizing you of the
benevolent intentions of my Government in fitting out the squadron I have the honor to commandp.

He had been two daysin your port, and was possessed of a copy of my letter to you, which had been seen by
your second in command, at the moment of his presenting himself to him, which was on the day of his arrival. And
if any doubts existed as to his character, or the character of the vessel under his command, being in the power of
the authorities of Porto Rico, they could easily have satisfied themselves. But he had been received and treated as
an American officer; and it is only to endeavor to palliate or excuse the conduct of the offending individual, that
your excellency has sought for facts, which would never have been brought into notice but for the lamentable cir-
cumstance which gave rise to these painful remarks. ~ ' |

He informed your second of the character of my squadron. A British squadron was then lying in the port, which
knew me, and (there canuot be a doubt) had communicated intelligence of my intentions to visit Porto Rico.

. Thesloop of war, on board which-my pendant was fiying, with some small vessels of my squadron,were lying
n full view of the castle with their colors hoisted; the schooner which was fired into was standing directly into port
in open day; she could not have escaped after the first shot was fired, or have given up her intention of going into
St. John’s, had she been so disposed, or had she understood what was intended by the firing. But let me ask your
excellency, who, for an instant, could have supposed that a small schooner, of scarcely forty tons burden, mounting
only three guns, with a complement of twenty-five officers and men, would have occasioned any alarm to the city of
St. John’s, surrounded as it is by fortresses, rendered as impregnable as nature and the art of man can make them?
Was it not inore natural to believe that the firing was intended to ‘compel her approach? and even if the intention
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was not complied with, ought not her feeble condition to have claimed, from those in your fortress, some mercy?
But no! the vessel, after the death of her lamented commander, was compelled to anchor between the forts, where a
tremendous sea was running, which jeopardized the lives of every one on.board; to send the small boat on shore,
where the young midshipman, who commanded her, was insulted by having a heavy gun pointed into the boat, and
thr&‘:atened aﬂth destructionif he attempted to move from his positions he was then taken Eke a criminal, and placed
under guard.

These are facts, your excellency, and incontrovertible ones.

Let me ask your excellency what better proofs you have of the character of my squadron now, than were pro-
duced on the first day of the arrival of the officer you wish to implicate® What further examination has been made,
that the authorities of Porto Rico are better satisfied of our being Americans now than they were before? None.

I repeat it, that the character of my squadron was well known in St. Jehn’s. Even in this obscure place I found
American newspapers containing all the details respecting 1t; and at Sf. ‘Thomas’s I saw persons direct from St.
John’s, who informed me that its equipment and object were well known there. There has, in fact, been a degree of
publicity given to the expedition, and an interest felt in it, that have been rarely equalled. The whole of the civilized
world was interested in its success. It isin vain, then, to say that we were taken for lawless invaders, and it is
unjust to endeavor .to stain the character of my country by a charge of the frequency of hostile expeditions against
the Spanish possessions, or offer them as an excuse for the conduct of the offender. Bad men escape, sometimes,
the vigilance of the most rigid authorities; and no Government deserves reproach when it does 1fs utmost to detect
and bring them to punishment.

I find your coasts lined with troops since my arrival here; I find reinforcements daily coming in, as I am in-
formed, by your order, to protect the inhabitants from my resentment; I have found every precaution taken to keep
me in profound ignorance of the lamentable occurrence; but these things were all in vain. [ saw the 1nsult offered
to the flag of my country. I have satistied your military commander that their force is despicable when compared
to that at my disposal; and I have convinced the inhabitants that, although they are at my mercy, they will not be
made answerable for the offences of an individual.

It is not, then, becorming to the character of your excellency to resort to subterfuge, in order to divert the odiuin
of the act from one officer to attach blame to another.

[ will further ask why a rigor should be exercised towards vessels bearing the American flag that was not ex-
tended to the British squadron, or to the French frigate which arrived subsequently to the attack on Lieutenant Com-
mandant Cocke? In the one case, there was onlya small schooner to fire at; in the other, there were vessels of force.

Had he fallen in battle, and by the hand of a declared enemy, we should have been reconciled to his fate by the
proud satisfaction that he died in the performance of his duty to his country; but to be thus cruelly torn from us,
and by the hand of a dastard, whose aim was the more sure from a confidence in his own safety and the defenceless
condition of his object, admits of no consolation.

Your excellency, in conversation with the officer you wish to implicate, adverted to the affair of the Panchita as
some palliation for the offence; and there is too much reason to apprehend that the officer who gave the order to
prevent the entrance of my squadron, as well as those who executed 1t, thought-this a fair opportunity to refaliate;
otherwise, why heat shotin the furnaces to destroy my squadron? why open two batteries on the schooner? and
why fire round shot and langrage while the lamented victim was hailing the fort? and why the remark of the man
who pointed the gun, that the shot was intended to avenge the Panchita? |

Your excellency will recollect that, in the case of the Panchita, there was an equality of force. Such an occur-
rence would not have taken place had there been as great a disparity as in the present instance. The cases are not,
therefore, parallel; and if the satisfaction of retaliation was sought for, the offenders have failed 1n their object; 1t 1s
yet to be obtained.

I shall leave the island to-morrow morning with a heavy heart, and shall, without delay, communicate to my
Gover:l]ment the melancholy result of my visit here, which was intended for the benefit of the civilized world in
general.

With the hizhest respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s most obedient, humble servant,

: D. PORTER.
To His Excellency the Governor of Porio Eico.

L

SIR: U. S. suip Peacoox, Maraxzas, March 28, 1823,

I have the honor to inform you that I arrived here on the 26th, after giving to the north coast of St.
Domingo and*Cuba as thorough an examination as was practicable with the two schooners and the boats of this ship,
with the greater part of her crew; while all the keys off shore, pointed out_ to me as the rendezvous of pirates, were
examined by the ship. - . o .

The service has been very fatiguing to those employed, for more than a week past in open boats, and in the most
dangerous and intricate navigation in the world; but 1t has been performed cheerfully, and I wish I could say suc-
cessfully. But we have not, 1n this long route, been able to detect a single pirate, although our suspicions rested on
many; nor can I conceive how we shall ever be able to detect them, for they are one day fishermen, another droguers,
wood-cutters, salt gatherers, or pirates, as best suits them. _ ' _

Every Spaniard is armed with a knife; and this weapon, according to their mode of warfare, is enough for them.
Were we to apprehend every suspicious Spaniard and vessel, their coasting trade would soon be entirely broken up.
Since my arrival here, I have heard of the most horrid atrocities committed by them. 'They now spare no one;
whole ships’ crews are indiscriminately burnt with their vessels; and there has been an instance, recently, of the
murder of a crew under the walls of the Movo. ' _ _

I have written to the Captain General a letter similar to the one I wrote to the Captain General of Porto Rico,
calling on him for information and co-operation, and await his reply, which I expect to-morrow or next day; and
shall then proceed to Thompson’s Island, to make arrangements for the most energetic operations. I shall there
meet all the force which I despatched from Aguadilla, with the exception of the Shark. _

On my arrival here I found a fleet of American vessels waiting for convoy, some of which had been ready for
sea twenty days; and was surprised and mortified to find that all dur vessels of war had left this coast, and our
commerce here entirely unprotected. * S _

The only protection Ican give them is the two small vessels, which will convoy them beyond the reach of pirates,
and, after examining a bay to windward, which has been their resort for some time, will join the squadron at the
place of rendezvous. The departure of those vessels of war stationed here for the proteetion of our commerce,
and which I calculated on finding here, has caused me some embarrassment, as it becomes necessary to employ
part of the force which was intended for the pursuit and destruction of pirates, to give that protection to our trade
which it has a right to. The reasons for their departure are unknown to me, and I must leave it to their commanders
to make the necessary explanations. Five piratical vessels have, for some weeks, been watching the fleet, in the
bay, which I shall cause to be examined; and since our arrival, as you will find by the enclosed copy of a note from
a highly respectable source, they have dispersed and disarmed. - _

I shall do all in my power, with whatever force may be at my disposal, to give protection to our commerce, and
effect the destruction of the pirates; and protection shall be the primary object. But, to fulfil the expectations that
have been formed, we shall want at least two or three of the large schooners in addition to those we now have,

I was surprised to learn, on my arrival here, that circulars had been written by the Captain General to the gov-
ernors and commanders of the different districts of the island, forbidding the entrance of my squadron into any of

its ports, or the landing of any part of my forces in pursuit of pirates. The island appears at presentin a very



1823.] CONDITION AND DISPOSITION OF THE NAYVY. 1107

agitated state, and the Government appear to think that the United States would consider it a very desirable ac-
nisition. I shall use every means in my power to satisfy them that my objects are totally unconnected with any
thing of a political nature.
All vessels ordered under my command I beg may be directed to report to me at Thompson’s Island.
1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. PORTER.

Hon. Sxire TuoMeson, Secretary of the Navy, Washington City.

P. S. Since writing the above I have heard of a pirate to leeward, and have despatched the two schooners and
boats after her. I shall know the result of the expedition in the course of a few hours, and have good reason to
believe it will prove successful.

Your ExceELLENCY: U. S. suip Peacock, oFF Martanzas, March 26, 1823.

I have the honor to inform you that, in pursuance of orders from my Government, I have taken the command
of all the United States naval forces in these seas, for the protection of the commerce of the United States against
all unlawfal interruptions, to guard the rights both of property and person of our citizens whenever it mnay become
necessary, and for the suppression of piracy and the slave trade.

As great complaints have been made of the interruptions and injury to our commerce by privateers fitted out
from Spanish ports, I must beg your excellency to furnish me with a descriptive list of vessels legally commissioned
to cruise from Cuba, with a set of blank forms of their papers, that I may kpow how and when to respect them, if I
should meet with any of them. _

[ must also peg your excellency to Iinform me how far they have been 1nstructed to interrupt our trade with
Mexico and the Colombian republic, and whatever instructions or authorities they may have affecting our commerce
generally. _ _

As the suppression of piracy, the principal motive for my visit to these seas, is an object that concernsall nations,
(all being parties against them, and may be considered allies,) I confidently look to all for co-operation whenever it
may be necessary, or at least their favorable and friendly support; and to none more than those most exposed to
their depredations. I therefore look with confidence to your excellency for the aid of such means as may be 1n your
power for their suppression; and, in the absence of means, I beg to assure your excellency that, whatever course
may be pursued by me to destroy those enemies of the human race, it will have no other aim; and I shall observe
the utmost caution not to encroach on the rights or willingly to offend the feelings of others, either in substance or
in form, in all the measures which may be adopted to accomplish the end in view.

It will afford me sincere pleasure should I be so fortunate as to fulfil the expectations of my Government, and
at the same time preserve harmony and a good understanding with those with whom I may be so unfortunate as to
c?me irll1 collision or discussion in relation thereto. Indeed, it will add much to my happiness if it can be avoided
attogether.

‘That such is my sincere wish, and that the objects set forth by me are the only ones which brought me to these
seas, I beg leave to assure your excellency, in the most positive and unequivocal terms.

With the highest respect, I have the honor to be your excellency’s very Sb%léelg'tf: ]lﬂlil{mhle servant,
. 9
Commanding United States naval forces in the FVest Indies and Gulf of Mexico.

To His Excellency the Caprain GENERAL of Cuba.

[ TRANSLATION. ]
SEROR: Havana, March 29, 1823,

I feel much satisfaction in your arrival into these seas with the commission explained to me in your official
letter of the 26th of the present month, which I am now answering, and I offer you, at once, a hearty welcome.

You are pleased to manifest that there have been great complaints on account of the mischief committed on your
commerce by corsairs fitted out in the Spanish ports, and wish me to furnish you with a descriptive list of the ves-
sels lawfully authorized, at the i1sland of Cuba, for cruising; also a set of blank forms of their papers, in order that
you may know how and when to respect them, if you were to fall in with any of them. In answer, I must state
that, as this business pertfains exclusively to the general marine command at this station, you will be pleased to
address that department for these objects of your requisition. _

This Government, commodore, (senor commodore) anxiously desires, and loses none of the means 1n their dis-
posal, to prosecute those enemies of the human race even to annihilation; and you can be well assured that, on all
occasions, it is and will be ready to lend every aid that is compatible with the territorial rights and privilege to the
nations co-operating for the extermination of these freebooters,

Deign to accept the considerations of my respect and friendship. God preserve you many years.

SEBASTIAN KINDERLAN.
Setior Don D. PorTER, |

Commander of the naval forces of the U. S. in this seq.

Extract of o letter from Commodore Porler to the Secretary of the Navy, dated

U. 5. sTEAM 6aLLIOT SEA GuLL, MaTtanzas, April 16, 1823.

SIR:

For the last two weeks our movements and occupations have been so various, that to enter into a full detail
would swell too much this communications; to be brief, therefore, I shall merely state that, within that time, we have
built our storehouses on Thompson’s Island, landed all our stores, collected together all the schooners of the squad-
ron, and stationed them at different points on the coast of Cuba, fitted out all the barges which are also on the coast,
and captured one pirate, a pilot-boat schooner, formerly the Pilot, of Norfolk, armed with one long twelve pounder,
and commanded by Domingo, the notorious head of this horde of desperadoes, who formerly commanded the Sara-
gariana, the vessel in the attempt to capture which the gallant Allen fell; Domingo and two of his crew only escaping
to the shore with their lives, and one was taken.

The Pilot had been in possession of the pirates eight days. I had heard of her capture on my first touching in a¢
Matanzas with the Peacock, and left the two schooners, the Wild Cat and Beagle, to look out for her and the Sara-
gariana to windward, while the Peacock shaped her course toward Havana; but, not finding her, I hastened to
‘Thompson’s Island, and, two of the barges being got ready and manned from her fine crew, I despatched Captain
Cassin with them and two of the schooners, which soon arrived, to examine from Havana down to Cape Antonio,
and thence to Trinidad, on the south side of the island—a piracy having recently been committed near the latter
place. Captain Cassin left Thompson’s Island on the morning of the ——, and next morning received information
that the Pilot had been seen off the Moro; he consequently sent Lieutenant Stribling to windward, along shore, with
the barges, while he kept a look out for her near Havana. On the same day the Wild Cat and Beagle fell in with her
to leeward of Matanzas; chased her, within gun-shot, the greater part of the day, giving and receiving from the
Pilot a smart fire; but night coming on, she eluded them by getting close under the land, hauling down all sall, and
getting off with her sweeps. In about an hour after this, Lieutenant Striblin§ ran alongside of her with his two
boats, one commanded by himself, the other by midshipman Kelby, acting as lieutenant of the Fox, and took pos-
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session of her, after a fire of ten minutes, 1n which time all the crew, except the captain and three others, one of
whom is taken, were killed, the pirate baving time to fire his long gun‘only once; and, what-adds to the satisfaction
I feel In giving these particulars, which I have obtained from “Lieutenant Skinner, who fell in with Lieutenant
Stribling and his prize next morning, is, that no one was even wounded on board our boats,s0 sudden ahd effectual
ng{s_ the attack, which does great credit to Lieutenant Stribling, and all those concerned with him'in this gallant
affair. '

I have with me here the Sea Gull. three barges, and one of the boats belonging to the Peacock, besides the ves-
sels intended for convoy; the barges I have placed under the command of Lieutenant Cassin of the Peacock, which
ship, as well as the Decoy, I'have been compelled to lay up, in order to obtain men to man the barges, not having

found a single vessel on the station on my arrival. _ _
I shall despatch Lieutenant Cassin to windward as soon as the weather will permit, where I have strong especta-

tions, from 1information received, of breaking up a nest of these vagabonds. Two schooners, under Lieutenant
Commandant Kearney, are stationed off Havana, to give convoy; two are now refitting, to relieve some of the others,
and we are now in full operation; but it 1s greatly to be regretted that I should have been compelled to employ for
convoy those small schooners, which were intended solely for the purpose of hunting the pirates out of their hiding
holes; but, notwiths{anding I have not, including the crew of the Peacock, the number of men required to man one
of our large frigates, I hope to effect the object for which I was sent here, and, for a time, give protection fo our
commerce by convoy; yet the duty 1s severe, and more than men can long bear. Some respite will be necessary; but
1t would be unjust in me if I did not say that every officer and man under my command enters with the utmost
alacrity and zeal into the severe duties which this novel service imposes on thems; and although most of them have
scarcely put their feet on shore from their cramped vessels since they have left the United §tates; although they
have suffered all that men could suffer in crossing the Gulf stream in heavy gales in open boats, stiil not 2 murmur
has been heard from any one. Some, from sickness, and finding themselves unegual to the fatigue, have asked leave
to return, aud I have indulged thems; but, in general, the squadron enjoys uncommon health, and there is every

prospect of its continuance. o : _ _ _
Domingo, the captain of the Pilot, was in this place yesterday, the day of my arrival, and has since disappeared;

he acknowledges the death of all his crew, except those before mentioned. ! _
The Pijlot 1s a remarkable sailer; was a constant trader to Havana. Domingo had long set his heart on having
her, and, immediately on capturing her, armed and took the command of her. I hope soon to give you some further
account of him and the Saragariana. There was one act of politeness in this singular character, which I canpot omit
mentioning: there were a large number of letfers for myself and the officers of the squadron on board the Pilot when
she was taken, together with many for merchants in Cuba.” Domingo possessed himself of all the mercantile letters,
and delivered to the captain of the Pilot all those for us; desiring him to send them to us, as he did not wish to de-
prive us of the opportunity of hearing froni our friends. He said he had no ill will against us—we were but doing

our duty.
‘The Peacock, sir, 1s too firm a ship to keep in a state of idleness; and without her créw I should not have been

able to man the barges, by far the most efficient force we have. _

_ In the present state of the establishment at the island, it will be in vain to look for those comforts which the fa-
tigues of the kind of life we now lead make more necessary to us than they would be at other times, without the con-
veniences which a ship affords. * ‘ ‘*

I do not make this remark so much on my own account as on account of others. The accommodations of the
Peacock are small; we have been a great inconvenience to her officers, and it has been {he source of great pain to me
to witness how much myself and those who necessarily accompanied me, have been to Captain Cassin and his offi-
cers, who have made every sacrifice of their own comfort for our accommodation. o

It would be extremely satisfactory to me, and I am persuaded would be highly advantageous to the public inter-
~est, 1f I could have a ship and crew for the accommodation of myself and those with me. "Fhe Erie would suit me

extremely well if she had a poop on her. I want no larger or better ship, and I beg [ may not be refused; for at pre-
sent I am completely on the parish, not living as I could wish, but as X can. 'Chis is the only request 1 have made
since I embarked in this enterprise, in which I am individually concerned; and it would not have been made, were
I not satisfied that the public interest would-be more benefited than my own comfort would be promoted. If I can-
not have the Erie, I beg that I may have the Macedonian, or some one other of our frigates; but, whatever ship may
be sent, I hope she may be furnished with a poop; it is essentially necessary in this cTimate, and on-such a service.

I have the honor'to be, your very obediknt servant,
g - D. PORTER.

aareeyeisanl el —

SIRS U. S. somooNeEr Fox, oFF THE Havana, Jpril 9, 1823.

~ Agreeably to your orders of the 5th instant, I proceeded with the schooners Fox and J qcka_l; and the barges
Gallinipper and Mosquito, off this harbor, and despatched Lieutenant Commandant Stephens, in his small boat, into

the port.
n his approaching the Moro, he was ordered by the guard to return, as his boat would not be permitted {o enter,

but that his schooner might. )

As it was important that we should communicate with the consul, I ordered the Jackal into the harbor for that
purpose; she was suffered to pass, and, returning, brought an urgent request from Mr. Warner, and the entreaty of
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