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The primary purpose of this history is to provide a
factusl account of the protlems met by Kilitary Air Trans-
port Squadron SIX, their solutions, and the lessons learned
from thea, SQébndly, it is a source of documented materisl

for historical writers and a prime factor for the analysia
of the varied tribulations of a military occupation.

. Sources have been verifisd wherever possible and stated
in text of footnotes, Generally, these scurces have been
offieisl orders, strength reporta, and personal interviews.

: VY,
3qaadron Pnblic Information Officer

Headquartors l!:l.'l.:l.tary Ay 'Iransport- Sqaadron sIx
A May 1949.



1. ORGANIZATION

A. PAST DA‘IA (SEE JARUARY THROUGH APRIL HISTORICAL WOES)

B. PRESENT DATA

1. The full name of this organisation is Milltary

Alr Transport Squadren SIX, Short title is VR-6.

2. Commander Harry P, Badger, USN, Commanding

3, Staff; a. Commander Charles J. Bastman, USN,

b,

Ca

d.

£.

" Executive Officer Acting,

Lieutensnt Commander Lawrence H., Reagan, USH,
Adninistrative Officer. |

Lieutenant Commander James B, Canncn, USN,
bperatims Officer. )

Lieut, Doron M, Warren, USNR, Personnel Officer.
Lieut, Russell I, Haag (SC), USN, Supply Officer.
I.ieut. (38) wma L. Erdbrink (m), usu,

Medical Officer.

Lieutenant Commander Vincent G, Sanbornm, USHR,

_Engineering Offioer.

L. This Unit is st present stationed at Rhein/Main

Alr Force Base, Frankfurt, Germany.

5. At \thh preéent t'im, this unit is served by AP0 57,

B.S. aray, _
6. Statement of Mission: The Mission of VR-6 is to

provide the maximum 1ift of supplies to Berlin with

the highest possible efficiency by utilizing the

aircraft and personnel it has assigned. 1
I, Personal Interview with Commanding Officer
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ITT. 10SSES BY ACCIDENT OR ILLHESS DURING FERIOD
A, NEGATIVE REPCRT
IV. ANARDS AND DECORATIONS DUEING FERIOD
A, David L, Williems, ALC, Air Medal presented by Comnander
" Harry P. Badger, USN, 5 May 1949.

8quadron Strength Reports for the. mnt.h of May.
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V. NARRATIVE OF VR-6 History from 1 May 1949 to 31 May 1949

On May 5 Comsander Harry P. Badger, Squadron Skipper,
completed his 100th missicn to Berlin and joined the ever
~growing list of VE-6 Airmen who have passed thg century mark,
Commander Charles J, Bastman, acting Squadron executive officer,
was close behind the skipper, for he campleted his 100th mission
just four days later on May 9. ) _

Lieutenant (Jjg) Wayne L. Erdbrink (MC), USN, reported
for duty with the Squadron on May 6, relieving Lisutenant
(3g) Richard D, Nauman (MC), USH, as Squadron Medical Officer.
Doctor Erdbrink arrived in Germany from the Naval School of
dviation Medicine & Research at Peasacola, Flerida.

The new R5D prefabricated overhaul and maintenance dock
was completed on hardstand 115 on the 7th of May., The first
airoraft was towed imto it for maintenance work on May 8, 1949.
Tts construction relisved the congestion in nosebays I and II,
which had been used for minor iuspecticns since the Squadron
arrived at Rhein/Main,

When the Soviet Government officlally lifted its land
blockade of Hesfern Berlin on 12 May the little town of
Helmstedt on the border between the Russian and Britieh Oceupation
Zones was skyrocketed into prominence, For it was at Helmstedi
that this historic event took place. Lieut, Maurice B, Jackson,
USH, Squadron Historical Officer, was one of four Rhein/Main
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Adrmen who were chosen to witness this event and to take the first
trailn from the West inte Berlin,

At exactly 0001 on the moraing of 12 May the British opened
their read block on the Aatobahn to Berlin, and the fivst
antomobile procesded across the area separating the British block
from the Russian Block, Without incident the Bussians made
momentary examination of the driver's papers and We eontimaed on
down the sutobshn toward Berlim, '

The first train, comtaining journalista, phoetographers,

military and civilian officials, departed from the Helmstedt

bahnhot at 0123 on the morning of the 12th and after an uneventful

Journey through the Russian Zone arrived at Charlottenburg Station
in Western Berlin at 0630.
 Although land travel had been resumed to the city, Squadren

SIX, along with the remainder of the Combined Air Lift Task Force,
continued its operations, |

On the 13th of May Lieutenant Commander Hareold R. Thoapson,
USN, was named Squadron Training Officer, replacing Iieutenat
Grmend C. Powler, who returned to line operations. _ _

The Squadron's 5000th mission with the Lift tarned out to
bo & combined Navy-Air Force opersticn, Flying 56526 Lieutenant
(jg) Wayne L. Brooks, plane commander, 2nd Lieutenent ¥, V,
Shumki, WAF, co-pilot, and Piermo P. I.ucarelli, ADB, f1ight



mechanic, blocked into Rhein/Maim after the 5000th round trip to
Tempelhof &t 0627 on the 18th of May,
| The first VB-6 efﬂ.earé ﬂth permanent duty ofdérs:: to
welcome their families to Germany wers Lieutenants William G, Pace
and Elton L, Tatman of the engineering department, Their families
arrived in Prankfart on the 18th of May. |

By maintaining the form it had displayed all winter, the
YR~6 Boﬂ.ing Team captured the Atteberry-Betts bowling champion-
ship on the 26th of May by defeating the 61st Maintenance Squad-
ron tuice in a three-game elimination series. A special trophy
will be presented to the captain of the team, Denald G, Santoni,
N3, The other champlons are: E. A, Swith, AD1; D, H. Eickhoff,
ADC; A. E. Bavey, AD3; D, O. Cross, AE3; and R, F. Deblin, ALC.
" 7he Vittles retation was resused with the arrival of fourtesn
replacements from Air Tramsport Squedron Throe on the 30th and Ilst
of May. Those arriving on the 30th were: ICDR Raphael Neale Jr.,
LOIR Edward B, Patterson, LT Maruce C, Barrett, IT Joseph J.
Rusak, 173G Leadore G, Boston, I1JG John T, McGee, 173G LeRoy
Mesrthur, Those :reperting on the :31st were: LT Karroll E.
Eide, LT Howell G, Ervian, LT James V. Goody, 1T Martin A, Weiss,
1776 James Concamnon, ITJG Billie P, Anderson, ITJG Demetrics



Peltikis, and L1JG Jobn B, Hayes.: |

During the month of May Ensign Carl E. Wesenberg, Squadron
navigé.tion officer, assembled camplete sets of Ea.vigatflm Gear
for all Squadron Alrcraft. Ship's equipment also was provided
g0 that all Squadron aireraft conld go say place in the world
at a mament's notice,

The pei;cent of accomplishment figure was eliminated from
the statistical summary after the lifting of the blockade cn
May 12, The only competitive figure determined for operations
during the month was the average hourly utilisation per alreraft
during each 24 hour period. Squedron SIX led the field daring
May utilising its aircraft an average of 12,5 hours per day.
YR-8 was second with 12.1 wbilisation and the 331lst Troop
Carrier Squadron was third with 10,8 hours wilization,

Squadron Statistics for May and the cumilative totals
through the 3lst of May are: |

May - Cumulative
Trips to Berlin 962 5376
Tons carried 984T 4 55092, 6
Howrs flowmn 3436 19609.6 2

1 Dedly Personnel Dlery for 30 and 31 May 1949
2 CALTF Statistical Summary for May 1949.
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The following VR-6 officers and men completed their 100 trips

to Berlin during May:
Date completed 100th trip

Iieut. Comdr, James B. Cannon 5=9-49

Lieut. Comdr, Robert G, Lowrie 5949
Ideut. (Jg) Leren L. Florey 59+
'Lieutf Comdr. Donald L. Schoonover 5=9=49
Lieut, Comdr. Edgar G, Barnes 5=-20~49
B, G, Blackner, ADC 5-17-49
B. G. Matthews, ADAA 5-20-49

During the month of May Engineering reported a decided
decreass in the number of squadron engine failures, and a
compilation of comparative figures for the past four months
revealed the following facts:

Momth Mo, Eng, Failwres  during month  per fallwre
) I " igs s
March 15 3400 9064
April 1 61 1512.8

This steady ﬁl.nerme in average engine hours per failure
has been attributed to the following:

1, Reorganization of check crews so that the most qualified
men were in the responsible positions,

2., A policy of preventive maintenance rather than corrective
maintenance.

3, Correction of discrepsncies when they occur rather than
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carryilng them over until the mext check.
4o Tho availabllity of ample spare paris.
‘ 5. Better engine care by Squadron pilots; especlally the
; - use of AS inches rather than full power on take~off, 1
H., P, BADGER,

Commander,. U, 3,.Navy,
Commanding Alr Transport Squadron SIX.

1, Personal interview with Squadron Engineering Officer, - -
) PO , :
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