
TTaallee  ooff  tthhee  TTiiggeerr
A two-plane section of F-5E

Tiger IIs was opposing a two-
plane section of F/A-18
Hornets on a dissimilar air
combat maneuvering training
flight. Immediately following
the initial pass between the
adversary fighters (F-5s) and
the F/A-18s, the F-5 leader lost
sight of his wingman. As the F-
5 leader continued his turning
pursuit of the Hornets, he did
not transmit he was “blind,”
that is, he had no visual contact
on his wingman.

As he tracked toward the
Hornets, the F-5 leader radioed
his wingman, “Can you switch?”

“Roger, tally high Hornet,”
responded the wingman, shifting
his pursuit from the Hornet he
was after to the second F/A-18.
However, the F-5 leader did not
hear this transmission. The F-5
wingman, turning hard left into
the F-5 lead from one-mile dis-
tance, now saw both F/A-18s.

The F-5 leader radioed again,
“Can you switch?” His wingman
answered, “Roger, tally visual, I’m
high,” while continuing a left turn
into the leader. At this point, the
wingman anticipated a close pass

over the leader and suspected the
leader was blind to him. The wing-
man broadcast again, “I’m high,”
still in the left turn toward the F-5
leader. A third time he broadcast,
“I’m high.”

The wingman, now blind himself,
went over the top of his leader.

Sensing he was too close, he shut
his eyes and braced for impact. An
instant later, however, he believed he
was clear of the leader and rolled
right, expecting the F-5 leader to
appear out the right front of his
windscreen. At this point, the two
aircraft collided.
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The leader’s canopy shattered,
with shards of Plexiglas hitting him
in the face. He ejected immediately
and parachuted safely to earth
where he was rescued. The wing-
man’s canopy departed the aircraft,
which suffered some other damage
but was flyable. A third F-5 joined
on the wingman for a visual inspec-
tion and noted damage to the right
side of the wingman’s Tiger II and
slight damage to the nose. After a
controllability check, the wingman
made a straight-in approach to
home field and landed safely.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

GGooll  ddaanngg  iitt!!  WWhheenn  yyoouu
lloossee  ssiigghhtt  ooff  oonnee  aannootthheerr
wwhhiillee  mmiixxiinn’’   iitt  uupp  oonn  aann
aaiirr--ttoo--aaiirr  mmiissssiioonn,,  ssaayy  ssoo!!
AAllll  aalloonngg,,  tthhee  wwiinnggmmaann
bbeelliieevveedd  tthhee  lleeaaddeerr  kknneeww
wwhheerree  hhee  wwaass,,  wwhheenn  hhee  ddiidd--
nn’’ tt..  TThhee  lleeaaddeerr  wwaass  ssoo
aabbssoorrbbeedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  HHoorrnneettss
tthhaatt  hhee  mmaaddee  nnoo  ccaallllss  ttoo
iinnddiiccaattee  hhee  hhaadd  lloosstt  ssiigghhtt  ooff
nnuummbbeerr  ttwwoo..  TToo  mmaakkee  mmaatt--
tteerrss  wwoorrssee,,  hhee  uusseedd  nnoonnssttaann--
ddaarrdd  tteerrmmiinnoollooggyy  wwhheenn  hhee
ttrraannssmmiitttteedd  ““CCaann  yyoouu
sswwiittcchh??””   TThhaatt’’ ss  aa  pphhrraassee
ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn..
AAnndd  wwhheenn  yyoouu’’ rree  eennggaaggeedd
iinn  hhiigghh--ssppeeeedd,,  sstteeeepp--ttuurrnniinn’’
ffll iigghhtt,,  tthheerree  aaiinn’’ tt  mmuucchh  ttiimmee
ttoo  iinntteerrpprreett..

TThhee  lleeaaddeerr  sshhoouulldd  hhaavvee
““kknnoocckkeedd  iitt  ooffff””   wwhheenn  hhee
ddiiddnn’’ tt  ggeett  tthhee  pprrooppeerr
rreessppoonnssee  ffrroomm  hhiiss  wwiinnggmmaann..  AAnndd  iinn
tthhiiss  ccaassee,,  iitt  ttooookk  ttwwoo  ttoo  ttaannggoo!!  WWhhyy
ddiiddnn’’ tt  tthhee  wwiinnggmmaann  yyeellll  ““uunnccllee””   aass
hhee  wwaattcchheedd  tthhiiss  ssiittuuaattiioonn  ddeevveelloopp??
NNoo  rreeaassoonn  II  ccaann  ccoommee  uupp  wwiitthh!!

AAfftteerr  tthhee  ccoolllliissiioonn,,  tthhee  lleeaaddeerr
qquuiicckkllyy  eejjeecctteedd..  UUnnddeerr  tthhee  cciirrccuumm--
ssttaanncceess,,  iitt’’ss  hhaarrdd  ttoo  ffaauulltt  hhiimm  ffoorr
tthhiiss..  HHoowweevveerr,,  iitt  wwaass  nnootteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee
TTiiggeerr  IIII  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  ffllyy  ffoorr  ssoommee
ttiimmee  iinn  wwhhaatt  aappppeeaarreedd  ttoo  bbee  ccoonn--
ttrroolllleedd  fflliigghhtt  bbeeffoorree  ffiinnaallllyy  iimmppaacctt--
iinngg  tthhee  ggrroouunndd..

BBeeiinn’’   aaggggrreessssiivvee  iiss  ggoooodd..  BBeeiinn’’
aaggggrreessssiivvee  aanndd  kknnoowwiinn’’   wwhheerree  aallll
tthhee  ppllaayyeerrss  aarree  iiss  bbeetttteerr——aanndd

mmaannddaattoorryy..

SSeeaa  KKnniigghhtt  NNiigghhttmmaarree
An HH-46D Sea Knight

launched from an air station on a
night vision goggle (NVG)
amphibious search-and-rescue sup-
port mission. The helo landed
aboard an amphibious assault ship
(LPH) for refueling. The ship’s air
boss tasked the helo with investi-
gating a civilian surface vessel six
miles away. The HH-46D took off
and because it was nighttime the
crew donned their NVGs en route.
The LPH had not switched lighting

for NVG operations because
another helo was conducting
“unaided” night deck landing qual-
ifications.

The Sea Knightlocated the sur-
face vessel and began a 60-foot
doppler hover to facilitate investi-
gation. Upon completion of its
low-hover surveillance, the HH-
46D commenced a climbout from
the doppler hover. The helo circled
over the surface ship and was then
cleared by Helicopter Direction
Control to return to the LPH.

During the short return, the
crew had to “degoggle,” reconfig-

ure the cockpit’s lighting for
unaided flight, and complete the
post-doppler and the landing
checklists. At 4.5 miles, the pilots
were told to switch to the tower
frequency. This command was
acknowledged. But, shortly there-
after, several attempts were made
by Helicopter Direction Control
and the air boss to communicate
with the Sea Knight,without
result.

The air boss launched a heli-
copter to search the HH-46D’s last
known position. This helo discov-
ered wreckage and debris in the
water. The Sea Knightcrew had

apparently become disori-
ented and crashed into the
sea. All four personnel on
board were killed.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee
ssaayyss::

SSuuffffeerriinn’’   SSeeaa
KKnniigghhttss!! AA  ddeeaaddllyy  mmiixx::  ttoooo
mmuucchh  ttaasskkiinngg  aanndd  nnoott  eennoouugghh
pprreepp..

TThhee  ccrreeww  wwaass  NNOOTT  CCUURR--
RREENNTT  ffoorr  NNVVGG  ooppeerraattiioonnss,,
nniigghhtt  sshhiipp  llaannddiinnggss  oorr  nniigghhtt
ddoopppplleerr  oovveerr--wwaatteerr
aapppprrooaacchheess..  HHooww  aabboouutt  tthhaatt!!
YYeett,,  tthheerree  tthheeyy  wweerree,,  oouutt
tthheerree  ttrryyiinn’’   ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee
mmiissssiioonn.. TThheerree  wwaass  nnoo  ssiiggnn
ooff  aaiirrccrraafftt  ttrroouubbllee..  EEvviiddeennccee
iinnddiiccaatteedd  tthhee  ccooppiilloott  wwaass  aatt
tthhee  ccoonnttrroollss  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff
iimmppaacctt,,  aanndd  hhaadd  iinniittiiaatteedd  ffuullll
aafftt  ccyyccllee  jjuusstt  bbeeffoorree  ssllaamm--

mmiinn’’   iinnttoo  tthhee  sseeaa.. TThheerreeffoorree,,  tthhee
ppiilloott  iinn  ccoommmmaanndd  wwaass  pprroobbaabbllyy
wwoorrkkiinn’’   tthhee  llaannddiinngg  cchheecckklliisstt  aanndd
ootthheerr  iitteemmss,,  ttoooo  ooccccuuppiieedd  ttoo  ccaauuttiioonn
tthhee  ccooppiilloott  tthhaatt  bbiigg  ttrroouubbllee  wwaass
aahheeaadd..

WWhhyy  ddoo  wwee  hhaavvee  ttrraaiinniinngg
rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  iiff  wwee  ddoonn’’ tt  aabbiiddee  bbyy
’’eemm??  TToooo  mmuucchh  ooff  tthhee  ““ccaann  ddoo,,
wwiillll  ddoo””   ssppiirriitt,,  mmaayybbee!!  LLooookkss  lliikkee
tthhee  ccrreeww  wwaass  ““ ttaasskk  ssaattuurraatteedd””   aanndd
lloosstt  ssiittuuaattiioonnaall  aawwaarreenneessss  ddoowwnn
llooww——wwiitthhoouutt  mmaanneeuuvveerriinngg  rroooomm..
TThhee  pprriiccee  ffoorr  tthhaatt  wwaass  ffoouurr  pprree--
cciioouuss  lliivveess  aanndd  aann  aaiirrccrraafftt..

NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  NNeewwss MMaayy––JJuunnee  11999988 33


