grampaw pettibone

Gramp’s Mailbag
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intercepts conducted under the con-
trol of the carrier’s aireintercept con-
wrollers. The first four runs were to be
heéad-on attacks into a short range
position for a simulated forward-
quarter Sparrow (AIM-TE) shot. The
final run was to be similar, except the
“fighter™ aireraft would, if fuel per-
mitted, perform a re-artack for a stern
quarter simulated Sparrow or Side-
winder { AIM-9) shot.

The flight leader’s F-4] was loaded
with one live Sidewinder outboard and
one simulated Sparrow on the port
fuselage station. Launch, rendezvous
and tanking were normal. Combat
checklists were performed as briefed
following launch. After proceeding to
stativn, four intercepts were com-
pleted with the fighter role being
switched after two runs.

During the fifth and final run,
vectors given and a check-
switches eall was initiated by the lead
fighter radar intercept officer (R10) to
his pilot. The pilot indicated over the
intercom he had complied. With the
simulated Sparrow sclected, the pilot
moved the missile arm/safe switch to
arm. to check the ready light eircuitry
which was confirmed to be illuminated
in bath cockpits.

For whatever reason, the pilot did
not return the arm/safe switch to safc.
The ready light stayed on. The bogey
aircraft was spotted at 3 to 4 miles, 40
degrees left of nose, 3 to 4 (housand
feet low, and trn\reling in the opposite
dircction of the fighter aireraft. The
lead pilot chose not to simulate the
Sparrow shot because of the low prob-
ability of a successful hit. Instead, he
executed a high-G barrel roll to re-at-
tack from astern. During this mancu-
ver the pilot de-selected the dummy
Sparrow and sclected the live Side-
winder.

The lead aircraft's RIO attempted
to maintain visual contact with the
bogey through most of the re-attack.
His scan returned to the cockpit to

Were

May 1879

re-acquire radar lock for range infor-
mation as the pilot established nose-ro-
tail bearing on the bogey. Although
the pilot did not verbally tell the R10
he had selected the live missile, the
RIO noted the illuminated heat light.
The RIO did not notice the still-illumi-
nated ready light which is located high
and to the right. outside the periphery
of his scan.

Range data was passed to the pilot
as he mancuvered into final position.
Aural tone, indicating that the missile
was properly aimed and within launch
parameters, was heard by both crew-
men. The pilot did not perceive the
ready light near the center of his visual
field as he transmitted, “Fox Two.”
and squeezed the trigger.

The missile fired and tracked direct-
ly toward the bogey aircraft. The
startled crew transmitted, “*Break star-
board, break starboard!" However, the
missile struck and destroyed the wing-
man's aircraft before the crew could
respond. Both crewmen ejected safely
and were recovered in approximately
45 minutes.

Grampaw Pettibone says:

this don’t inflate your wingy's dingy, noth-
ing willl The pilot who fired this missile of
misfortune was described as a most ener

Great  jumpin’ Jehosaphat! If

getic,  knowledgeable and  professional
aviator who is an expert in airborne weap-
on and tactics. How many times has Old
Gramps heard this tune? Despite one’s
superior knowledge and demonstrated
capabilities, overzealousness and inatten-
tion-to-detail can be downright disastrous
in most any phase of this aviation business,
and particularly so in weapons delivery. Old
Gramps firmly believes in “realism™ and the
“train like you fight” philosophy but this is
a little roo real, gang! The mixing of live and
training missiles on the same aircraft has
always given Gramps the willies! Arming live
missiles during ACM is just plain dumb!
This one leaves me cold. But not knowing
the aircraft configuration until aircraft man-
up doesn’t coat me with warm feelings
either! A wise man learns from his mistakes:
an even wiser chap learns from the mistakes
of others.

“You can train like you fight, and score.
But I'll be staying out of your site, ever
more!” quoth the ravin' wingman, swim-
ming ashore.



