Borrowed Time
The first two planes of a three plane
rav flight took off in formation, fol-
lowed closely by the number three man.
At an altitude of 150 feet and just
heyond the end of the runway, the
number two plane started a cross-under
to a position on the left of the division
leader. The number three plane had
fallen slightly below and behind the
first two planes, and this pilot also
started a cross-under to the left and
added throttle to close in. As he pulled
up into position he felt the propeller ol
the number two plane chewing into the
rear control surfuces of his plane.
Fortunately after the stick was
knocked out of his hand, he was able to
regain control of the plane and he was
able to elimb ahead to an  altitude
where he could bail out over water.
The division leader observed that the
right elevator and most of the horizon-
tul stabilizer on the number three plane
were missing and the left elevator was
chewed and partly gone. When the
pilot slowed the damu_g{’d p]:lne to 115
knots with 10” flaps down, preparatory
to bailing out, it began to dive and
zoom violently. What was left of the
elevator was flapping up and down.
Just as he started to leave the plane.
it nosed down sharply and half-rolled
to the right. He was pinned against the
fuselage for a minute and then thrown
clear. He was picked up by a fishing
boat alter a few minutes in the wator,
Meanwhile the pilot of the other plane
had effected a safe foreed landing back
at the field although his plane was vi-
brating so badly that his hand was
injured in holding the stick,

@3 Grampaw Pettibone Says:

" Some people really work their
guardian angels overtime. Cross-unders at
an altitude of 150 feet are bad enough,
but when they are made without a positive
signal from the division leader and when
two pilots each think they are supposed to
occupy the same spot in the formation—
that afways spells TROUBLE, You fellows
are living on borrowed time. . . . I hope
you make good use of it. Why don’t you
form a “Society for the Prevention of

Simultaneous Unsignaled Low Altitude
Cross-unders™?
No vovsr vou have wondered

what Dilbert and Spoiler have heen do-
ing since the war ended. Unfortunately
we can't give you a very favorable re-
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port—at least not on Dilbert. For just a
few weeks ago he turned up at Atlantic
City to give the bathers a free thrill—
free for them but pretty costly for the
Navy,

Dilbert had a plane from a nearby
Reserve Base and thought that it wonld
be fun to put on an air show for the
folks on the beach—just a little low alti-
tude acrobatics and a bit of inverted
Hlight. His engine started missing hat
this didn't deter Dilbert. The show
must go on!  Besides he remembered
trom somewhere that “this was a char-
acteristic of the plane when inverted.”
When his engine quit altogether, he
tricd to glide to the nearest airport
which was several miles awity, How-
ever, he had very little altitude and
didn’t make it, The life guards swim
ont and pulled him in.

He is shown above u-xpluilﬂ'ng his ac-
tions to a Naval Aviators Disposition
Board. -

GRAMPAW'S § /7/
SAFETY QuiZ N/

I. If you call in for an altimeter setting
and reset your altimeter before landing,
will it read zero when you land?

2. Is smoking permitted in Navy combat-
type airplanes?

3. When is the application of brakes of
greatest value in preventing a ground
loop?

4. What restrictions govern the use of full
combat power during authorized gun-
nery practice in first line service air-
craft with combat power equipment
installed?

5. Combat-power-equipped engines may be
permitted to accumulate (@, 12 min-
utes), (b. 2 hours), (c. 8 hours), (d. 24
hours) of full combar power time be-
tween overhauls,

[Answers on Page 40)

Parachute Ten Commandments

Proper care and handling of para-
chutes is essential to assure maximum
efficiency for this important class of
equipment belore the emergency arises.
An Army Hight officer who abused his
parachute and who was required to
write an essay on the proper care of
the parachute is responsible for the [ol-
lowing Ten Commandments:

1

sulfer thy
damp,
flewy, juicy,

parachute to in
watery, undriel,
saturated, sogpyv.

Thow shalt 1o
come  wet,
homid, dank,

biRTRIEH

muiddy, dripping, soakinz, oily, greasy, sloppy,
slden or otherwise contaminated,
I
Py shalt not cover thy nelghbor’s parachut
I

Thow shalt not forger o carry adequate prira

chute harmess: to the aircraft, neither shal
thau forget to carey sofficient parachutes for
all offigers, enlisted mon, enlisted women.
civilians, or animuals

Muy Voliseum
Ensign Doukex
e kwozi you'll mias
The viom and cokes.

v
Fhott shalt wear (he parachnte at all times
when flying, soaring, floating, and when ot
o ocontict with the sround.

3
Thou shalt not abuse, maltreat, ill-use
seratoh, maul, sit on, stand walk un,
overtax, throw, pitch, toss, heave, shun,

hian, j{ih. pelt, pick, ent, pierce, or other
wise mustreat thy parnchute.
ats |

Thou shalt alwav= inspect, ogle, gogzgle, look
askanve, peek, peep, peer, and pry at the
parachute to insure its being in gootl coandi-
tiom before checking it out of the parichute
roon,

VI
Thow shalt talk to 06 one wha
row thy parachute for ansy
Uver, .

asks to bor
reasun whatso.

Vi
Thots <halt wat Iy parachute in a militars
mariner, keeping always on the alert for any
inadequacy, “eaput mortuum,” disservice, rip.
tear, fanlty, loose, careless, slovenly, or
ntherwise unsatisfactory repack, neither shaly
thou forget to respond promptly to bail-out
signils when given while flying.

IX

Thou shalt not carry, hold, pick up. lift.
fetch, transport, shift, bring, reach, oy pass
thy parachute by the metal ripeord lidndle,
hut shall alwass, cternally, forever, at all
times and  withe fail, use the fabric strap
that is provided =olely for this purpose.

Thou shalt be especinlly watchful at night
anil during the time of Aving and challenge
dnyone  wha  firts with, attempts to make
free with, loaks covetonsly at, or takes lib-
crtics with, thy parachute or thy neighbor's
parachute and to quit thy parachute only
after making contact with terra firma, terra
cotts, macadam, Mother Earth, Father Nep-
turne,  dir i, elay, gravel, or vegetation
of any kind.
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Fell Into a Grave!

An wse had landed at a Chinese air-
port and unloaded its While
taxiing out to the tauke-olt position, the
rimway caved in under the right wheel,
|u.'il)('(-’|it1|1 disclosed that the wheel was
sinking into an old Chinese tomh. The
airstrip was o Japanese-huilt asphalt
-lnp currently used by the Chinese Air
Force.

Four life valts were placed under the
vight wing and inflated to tuke the
strain off its wing tip, aileron and main
spar. This prompt action minimized the

CArgo.

damuge.

% Girampaw Pettibone Says:
That's what I call using the old
noggin. It's not everybody that can fall

into a grave and come out smelling like a
rose,

Passengers Wouldn‘t Jump

Two passengers and a cresww membes
were killed in forced landing of the
SNB pictired below. The pilot and one
passenger survived, but were serionsly

injm't'll. The order to “Bail Out”™ was
first given at about 2.000 feet. but the
did not have their chute

passengers
harnesses on and there was consider-
able confusion and time lost while they
got into harnesses and buckled on then
chutes.

The pilot was experiencing great diffi-
eulty in controlling the .nrpl.lm- due to
its extreme vibration. He was helped
into his harness by a erew member and
states that he was i‘(‘ud}' to jump bt
none: of the passengers had lett the
plane. He shouted again for them to
jumnyp and started looking for a possible
landing spot in the rough terrain be-
low. The area was hill'\-" and wooded.
with oecasional elear areas.

Sinee the passengers did not jump,
the pilot selected what he thought was
the best available landing space and al-
tempted a forced landing. Both engines
were shut off in hopes of reducing the
vibration which was so severe that the
pilot thought an engine or wing might
come off. The area selected lor the
torced landing was undershot and the
pilot found himself heading for a fairly
steep hill.

He dove the plane pick up 100

knots and tried to hold off so that the
plane would  hit at

about the same
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angle as the slope and slide up the hill.
However. when he tried to Imﬂ the nose
up enough to match the angle ol the
incline, the aireraft st l"(_'tl from about
15 feet and nosed down. The decelera-
tion tore all the seats in the passenger
compartment t'nmph'lvl_\-‘ loose, throw-
ing the passengers forward,

A carelul in»&pvrtinn is under way to
determine the canse of the extreme vi-
bration which occurred alter about two
hours of normal fhght, I’l‘vTimiImr‘v in-
vestigation indicates that the vibration
may hitve been due to stroctural Failuree
within the starboard engine which was
trailing smoke at the time of the foreed
Lincling,

Grampan Pettibone Savys:
? This 1s the sort of accident that

makes me mad all over. A pilot who is
busy trying to control an aircraft under
these circumstances can't leave the pilot’s
compartment and pass out written invita-
tions to jump. However, if the pilot had
carefully instructed the crew and passen-
gers before take-off to wear their harnesses,
the confusion which ensued when the bail-
out order was given would have been less-
ened and more time would have been
available ro abandon the plane.

As things stood, the pilot found himself
in a tough spot. When the passengers did
not jump, he had to land the plane under
very unfavorable circumstances.

Get Down or Get Out

Twao fatal aceidents have oceurred
recently in the cowrse ol emergency
landings due to fire. In both instances
the pllnh .lppuvuﬂ\ did not realize the
seriousness ol the situation, One |ll|ul
Hew past two suitable Lainding arcas in
un attempt to get into his home field,
and the other made a complete cirele of
an army feld with his plie on fire.
Both spun in from low altitudes when
the fire

@;& Grampaw Pettibone Says:
W When an airplane is on fire, there

are just two things to do—either land it a¢
once or get out. Personally 1 think the
second choice is the best, provided the air-
plane is not likely to fall into a populated
area.

Here's another thought to bear in mind.
If you are making an emergency landing
with a serious fire condition, be wary about
lowering your wheels, even if you are going
to make the runway all right. You'll get
out faster if you bring it in on the belly,
and in many planes the lowering of the
wheels creates drafts of air through the
plane which increase the fire and tend to
bring it into the cockpir.

!1(( LTI NV EeTY mtense.

Hurried Exit!

The three action shots above were
canght by an alert l)h()l()"l-lph{‘ who
wats stationed near the end of the run-
wiy when the FAU erash toek place.

In this case the pilot banked sharply
at low altitude to get lined up with the
The aireralt stalled in this turn
and struck the end of the runway on the
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left wing tip. For a brief moment it
slid directly towards the photographer.
but as soon as it changed direction he
began shooting pictures.

Grampaw Pettibone Says:

I don't blame you at all for the
haste with which you are leaving the plane,
but T hope that next time you will take a
voluntary waveoff when you overshoot the
wind line. Remember—a lot of pilots get
killed every year wrapping their planes up
in tight low altitude turns in order to get
lined up with the runway.

Rainmakers—Front and Center

Recently, two CFR flights were er-
roneonsly eleared. One clearance had
no weitther on it while the other ]md
the weather of an alternate field.
the time of the flight clearances, tim
point of destination was under instru-
ment conditions. Fortunately these air-
cratt were landed safely at the point ol
destination but under a 500-font over-
cast with intermittent snow.

Grampaw Pettibone says:

o Yep, this is the type of discrep-
ancy that often has led to disaster. These
two cases are cited to represent an example
of the manner in which weather accidents
are born. In the interests of aviation safety
all pilots and operations officers must com-
ply with Aviation Circular Letter No. 26-
44 and Flight Safety Bulletin No. 17-45.
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