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", n mid-January, 10 Super

I Hornets and 15 pilots from
Srike Fighter Squadron (VFA)
122 flew to NAS Pensacola, Fla., for
“atwo-week I'nstructor Under-

3; Trarnmg detachment Each prlof

fIﬁN one or-more fWO'hOUI’ S)I'tles

per day, with an: emphasrs on air-to- xR

~a1r missions against F/A-18 Hornets
of Composite Fighter: Squadron 12.

lnstructor pilot Lieutenant Mlchael
DePalma explained that the

advereary squadron prowded".‘th.e _

mqsl’ disciplined, the most

professronal and the most accurate i
g reprwentatron of what a real enemy_

threet would be out there" Thls

Ieve} of trarnrng ensuresthat thernstructors remain at
thetop ‘of their game: and can transtatethrs experlence

tOtherrfuturestudents AL

: Baék'ground Ted Carlson.shot.aVFA-

122 F/IA-18F at sunrise with fermatron
[ and posrtron Irghts aglow Above, L't.
M_r.c_h_ael_ DePalma captured the view

. from the back seat as a squadron

-Super Hornet banks over NAS
Pensacora s
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Asthe F/A 18E/F fleet readln%s
squadron (FRS), VFA-122 trainsall

 fleet aircrew and maintenance -
- personnel for the Super Hornet.

Based at NAS L emoore, Cahf the -

; ._'squadrOn is comprised of 55 ;
4 ingtructor pilots (IP); 15weapon
‘" ‘systems operator (WSO) ey

oinstr uctors, and 485 enlisted

mar ntenanoe personner As deployed

~jnstructorsreturn to the squadron -

. from thewar in Irag, VFA- 122
expectsto ramp up to approx—

: |ma1ely65 IPsand 20 WSO -

mstructors The squadron 537

~ Super Hornetsinclude 11 single-
. seat E models and 26 two-seat F Fo
models 8 of. whrch are dual control flrght trainers. . -

Prior. to any flrghts in the F/A-18E/F, all students’

traln m the squadron stwo dome smu!atorsand three
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- Goshawk. TheS—month program

operatlonal fllght trammg
simulators. After completing - -

. approximately 40 eventsin the

~ simulator @/Hahus students enter
the approprlatetramlng category

jUSt completmg advanced jet
~trainingin the T-45A or T-45C =~~~ ."

consistsof 10phases. AN

seat E model. Category 2H i's' '

~ designed for Hornet pilots -

i | transitioning ta the F/A- 18E/F who
will completethe program and -

; elther return ta‘theﬂea or become

Hornet modelathese pllotsare VL ET
Tequrred tofly.only. 11 sorties.

fammarljza,tlon IQr matlon, aH- R  The wso's ‘."eW durlng a canyon run A's*more Super Hornets eﬁter tha R -. :

...... L. LLt.Miche ID]D
attack bascflghter maneuvermg a", .!V' ,"f .ae e

theaircra/v s'ape”moe ThemOSt Slgh1flcaht challengﬁ ot .Anlta Leskmsma\nanon writer based in Per‘lsbcora,“FIa. Spegbd thanksto Nrieta

lsfor p|Iots Who are used to ha\n ng aTadar mteroept

" |

. in"an F/A- 18F Super Hornet Photo by N
lma AT NS

N |

“Lt. Michael ‘A. DePalma, a VFA-122 msructor pilot, and'Mr Denms'
~McGrath; publlg affaLrsoffroer-afNAS Lemoore Calif. = "
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