OPERATION'
ENDURING FREEDOM

NAVAL AVIATION TARGETS TERRORISM

By JOL(SW) Ed Wright
peration Enduring Freedom (formerly Operation The first F- 14 Tomears and F/A-18 Hormets launched
O Infinite Justice) hegan in earnest on 25 from the decks of Enterprise (CYN 65) and Carl Vinson
September 2001 as the nution’s war on terrorism {CVN 70) beginning the war on terrarism in Alghanistan.
wiis declared, Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld The carefully turgeted aetions are designed to disrupt the
announced the new name saying it was meant to remind use of Afghanistan a5 o base for wemorist operations,
Americuns that the effort will take o long time, He added Speaking ubout the strikes from the White House,
the name suggests thut President George W,
“this is not a quick fix .. . —— - ' Bush said, *We ure

—

joined in this operation
by our staunch friend,
Gireat Britain, Other
clise friends have
pledged forces us the

('l take years, | suspect,”

The initial strikes by the
LS military sgainst ul-
Oaeda terrorist training
cumps and military

installations of the Taliban 'i" aperation unfolds,
reghime in Alehanistin I 4 & o More than 40 countrics
began on 7 October 2001, b - have granted air pransit
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Cloghkwise [rom above: o Hightl deck
efewmnn abonrd Pelalin (LHA §)
ciracts an AVEBR Haerior i into
takedl ! pasition. The 1 5th Marlhe
Expaditionary Lnilt (Speaial
Qperntiolns Capablo) Dol the frat
Hartiorni strikos on Talian
targels on d Novembar-An Fia:16
Hacel prlat mgpecta his alreritl

(3 lak e g bl ops ol badrd Cokl
Vitrgay (GMNTO), Tl Night deck ol
Carl Vinggom, Hlech with mitarill
lapdodd Wil ordginanes, [HEes on o
rad glow during night tight
pperatiohsdr-support of Qperatlon
Enclliring Fresdam. AN S-28 Viking
tkam Sen Cantial Sgundion 21
prepares-tor launeh rany Kty
Mtk (CV G}
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or lunding rights, We are supported by the collective will of the world”" The president
went on to say, “"We did not ask for this mission, but we will fulfill it."

The involyement of the Naval Aviation community has been extensive. Enrerprise was
on her way home to Norfolk, Vi, when ghe was ordered to turn around and head to the
Arabian Sea to assist Carl Vinson in the initial air strikes, Kiny Hawk (CV 63) was
directed in October to sail townrd the Arabian Sea from her home port of Yokosuka,
Japan, 1o support the twao carriers, Theodore Roosevell
(CVN T1) later entered the region (o relieve Enterprise for
her veturn home. John © Stennis (CYVN 74) then left her
Sun Diega, Calif,, home port to relieve Card Vingon on
station,

In the war against terrorism, Noval Aviation forees ure
prepired to endure with steady nim, swift delivery nnd
deadly impact until the mission is complete.
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This page, clockwlae fram above: Sallars aboard the gulded
missalle destrayer John Pawl Johes (DDG 53) prepara to come
alongelde Sacramento (AQE 1) for an uhderway replenishmant
while Enterprise (CVN 65) awaits fuel, Alreralt from Theodore
Roosevelt (CVN 71) stand ready for the eall to netlon. On bonrd
Peleliu (LHA B), a pliot with the 15th MEU {SOC) Inspecis his AV-
88 Harrier Il betore taking off for a misalon over Alghanistan. A
Navy F-14 Tomecal lakes on fual from an Alr Force KC-10 Extender
while flying In support of Operation Enduring Freedam,

Faclng page, clockwise from
top: Two FIA-18_MHornets from
Carl Vinson (CVN 70) recalve
fuel from a Britleh Royval Alr
Foroe VC-10 tanker. Another
FlA=18 from Carl Vinson
carrles a strike payload
consigting of the AlM-8
Sldewindar misaile and the
doint Direct Attack Munition.
A llight deck arewman
diracte an E-2C Hawkeye
from Electronlc Atlack
Squadron 124 after o sale
landing aboard Theodore
Roosevell (CVN T1). A CH-48
Sea Knight dellvarse ordnance
to Carl Vinson as Princeton
(CG 59) maneuvers nfl of the
alreralt carrier. A flight deck
crewman atands by o
recovar an EA-BB Prowler on
final approach lo Carl
Vingon. An SH-60 Ssahawk
from Hellcopter Antl-
submarine Squacdron 14
lands an Kitty Hawk (CV B3),
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