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AAwwaarrddss

TThhee  11999977  BBaatttteennbbuurrgg  CCuupp,,
wwhhiicchh  ggooeess  ttoo  tthhee  AAttllaannttiicc
FFlleeeett  BBaattttllee  EEffffiicciieennccyy  wwiinn--

nneerr,,  wwaass  aawwaarrddeedd  ttoo  GGeeoorrggee
WWaasshhiinnggttoonn ((CCVVNN  7733))  aass  tthhee  sshhiipp
wwiitthh  tthhee  bbeesstt  ooppeerraattiioonnaall  rreeaaddiinneessss
aanndd  pprroodduuccttiivviittyy..

TThhee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  ooff  OOlldd  CCrroowwss,,
aann  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonn  ooff
pprrooffeessssiioonnaallss  iinn  eelleeccttrroonniicc  ddeeffeennssee,,
sseelleecctteedd  CCaapptt..  JJeeffffeerryy  HH..  FFiisscchheerr,,
UUSSAAFF,,  aass  JJooiinntt  OOffffiicceerr  ooff  tthhee
YYeeaarr.. CCaapptt..  FFiisscchheerr  iiss  ccuurrrreennttllyy
sseerrvviinngg  iinn  aann  eexxcchhaannggee  bbiill lleett  wwiitthh
VVAAQQ--113311  aass  aann  eelleeccttrroonniicc  wwaarrffaarree
ooffffiicceerr..

MMaarriinnee  MMaajj..  AAnnddrreeww  DDiinnggeeee
wwaass  pprreesseenntteedd  tthhee  NNaavvyy  LLeeaagguuee’’ ss
DDaavviidd  SS..  IInnggaallllss  AAwwaarrdd ddeessiiggnnaattiinngg
hhiimm  tthhee  NNaavvaall  AAiirr  TTrraaiinniinngg
CCoommmmaanndd’’ ss  ffll iigghhtt  iinnssttrruuccttoorr  ooff  tthhee
yyeeaarr..  CChhoosseenn  ffrroomm  aa  ffiieelldd  ooff  mmoorree
tthhaann  11,,000000    ffll iigghhtt  iinnssttrruuccttoorrss,,  MMaajj..
DDiinnggeeee  ccoommpplleetteedd  aann  iimmpprreessssiivvee
550088  ffll iigghhttss  dduurriinngg  tthhee  yyeeaarr..  FFlliigghhtt
iinnssttrruuccttoorrss  nnoorrmmaallllyy  lloogg  bbeettwweeeenn
330000  aanndd  440000..  

NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  NNeewwss wwoonn  sseecc--
oonndd  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  11999977  CCHHIINNFFOO
MMeerriitt  AAwwaarrddss iinn  tthhee  ccaatteeggoorryy
PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss  ffoorr  aa  SSppeecciiffiicc
AAuuddiieennccee..  CCoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  AArrttiisstt  TTeedd
WWiillbbuurr  wwoonn  ffiirrsstt  ppllaaccee  aanndd  AArrtt
DDiirreeccttoorr  MMoorrggaann  WWiillbbuurr  wwoonn  sseecc--
oonndd  ppllaaccee  iinn  tthhee  IIll lluussttrraattiivvee  AArrtt
ccaatteeggoorryy..  IInn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  TTeedd  WWiillbbuurr
wwoonn  sseeccoonndd  ppllaaccee  ffoorr  IIll lluussttrraattiivvee
AArrtt  iinn  tthhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  DDeeffeennssee
11999977  TThhoommaass  JJeeffffeerrssoonn  AAwwaarrddss
ccoommppeettiittiioonn..

SSccaann  PPaatttteerrnn

NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  mmoouurrnneedd  tthhee
ppaassssiinngg  ooff  ttwwoo  MMaarriinnee  aavviiaattoorrss::  LLtt..
CCooll..  KKeennnneetthh  AAmmbbrroossee  WWaallsshh aanndd
CCooll..  DDoonnaalldd  CCoonnrrooyy..  WWaallsshh,,  wwhhoo
ssuuffffeerreedd  aa  ffaattaall  hheeaarrtt  aattttaacckk,,  wwaass  tthhee
ffiirrsstt  FF44UU  CCoorrssaaiirr ppiilloott  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee
““aaccee””   ssttaattuuss..  OOff  hhiiss  2211  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd
aaiirr--ttoo--aaiirr  vviiccttoorriieess,,  2200  wweerree  dduurriinngg

tthhee  BBaattttllee  ooff  GGuuaaddaallccaannaall..  BByy  tthhee
eenndd  ooff  WWWW  IIII,,  KKeennnneetthh  WWaallsshh  wwaass
tthhee  ffoouurrtthh--rraannkkiinngg  MMaarriinnee  CCoorrppss
aaccee..  HHee  wwaass  aa  rreecciippiieenntt  ooff  tthhee  MMeeddaall
ooff  HHoonnoorr..
CCooll..  CCoonnrrooyy ddiieedd  ooff  ccoolloonn  ccaanncceerr  aatt
tthhee  aaggee  ooff  7777..  CCoonnrrooyy,,  wwhhoo  wwaass
mmaaddee  ffaammoouuss  bbyy  ssoonn  PPaatt’’ss  bbooookk
The Great Santini,and the movie of

TThhee  ccrreewwss  ooff  HHCC--44  SSuuppeerr
SSttaalllliioonnss sswweelltteerreedd  iinn  114400--

ddeeggrreeee  tteemmppeerraattuurreess  ffrroomm  tthhee  oouutt--
ooff--ccoonnttrrooll  SSiicciilliiaann  bbrruusshh  ffiirreess
bbeellooww  tthheemm  iinn  eeaarrllyy  JJuullyy..  TThhee
ffiirreess  hhaadd  aallrreeaaddyy  ccllaaiimmeedd  ttwwoo
lliivveess  aanndd  lleefftt  tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  aaccrreess
rraazzeedd  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  IIttaalliiaann  ggoovveerrnn--
mmeenntt  aasskkeedd  tthhee  UU..SS..  NNaavvyy  ffoorr
aassssiissttaannccee..  TThhee  ffiirreess,,  ffeedd  bbyy
ssttrroonngg  wwiinnddss  aanndd  rreeccoorrdd  hhiigghhss  ooff
111188  ddeeggrreeeess,,  tthhrreeaatteenneedd  tthhee  llooccaall
ppooppuullaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  nneeaarrbbyy  mmiilliittaarryy
bbaassee,,  NNAASS  SSiiggoonneellllaa..  OOnnccee  oonn  tthhee
sscceennee,,  HHCC--44  pprroovviiddeedd  rreelliieeff  wwiitthh
tthheeiirr  ““bbaammbbii  bbuucckkeett,,””   aa  ddeevviiccee
tthhaatt  ddiissppeennsseess  mmoorree  tthhaann  11,,330000
ggaalllloonnss  ooff  wwaatteerr..  TThhee  SSuuppeerr
SSttaalllliioonn  ccrreewwss  ffoouugghhtt  tthhee  ffiirree  ffoorr
ffoouurr  hhoouurrss  oovveerr  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff
CCaattaanniiaa,,  wwhheerree  ffllaammeess  3300  ffeeeett
hhiigghh  bbuurrnneedd  tthhee  ddoowwnnttoowwnn  ddiiss--
ttrriicctt..  HHCC--44  eexxttiinngguuiisshheedd  aa  ttoottaall  ooff
sseevveenn  ffiirreess  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  aanndd  wwoorrkkeedd
iinnttoo  tthhee  nneexxtt  mmoorrnniinngg  aassssiissttiinngg
ootthheerr  ffiirreeffiigghhtteerrss  iinn  tthhee  ccoouunnttrryy--
ssiiddee..  

TThhee  NNAASS  FFaalllloonn  LLoonngghhoorrnn
SSeeaarrcchh  aanndd  RReessccuuee  ((SSAARR))

ccrreewwss  wweerree  bbuussyy  tthhiiss  ssuummmmeerr
wwiitthh  ffoouurr  ssuucccceessssffuull  rreessccuueess..
NNeeaarrbbyy  MMoonnoo  CCoouunnttyy,,  NNeevv..,,  sshheerr--
iiffff’’ss  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  rreeqquueesstteedd  aaiidd  iinn
tthhee  sseeaarrcchh  ffoorr  ttwwoo  lloosstt  hhiikkeerrss  wwhhoo
ddiissaappppeeaarreedd  aafftteerr  aa  ddaayy--hhiikkee  nneeaarr
MMaammmmootthh  MMoouunnttaaiinn  SSkkii  RReessoorrtt,,
aanndd  iinn  tthhee  rreessccuuee  ooff  aa  4444--yyeeaarr--oolldd
vviiccttiimm  wwhhoo  hhaadd  ffaalllleenn  mmoorree  tthhaann
330000  ffeeeett  ddoowwnn  aa  sstteeeepp  ssnnooww--ffaacceedd

ssllooppee  iinn  tthhee  SSiieerrrraa  MMoouunnttaaiinnss,,
CCaalliiff..  TThhee  sshheerriiffff’’ss  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff
EEllddoorraaddoo  CCoouunnttyy,,  CCaalliiff..,,  rreeqquueesstt--
eedd  tthhee  LLoonngghhoorrnnss’’ aassssiissttaannccee  wwiitthh
aa  sseerriioouussllyy  iillll  1122--yyeeaarr--oolldd  wwhhoo
wwaass  ssttrraannddeedd  aatt  aa  rreemmoottee  ccaammppssiittee
2255  mmiilleess  wweesstt  ooff  LLaakkee  TTaahhooee..  TThhee
LLoonngghhoorrnnss  aallssoo  mmaaddee  aa  oonnee--sskkiidd
llaannddiinngg  jjuusstt  ssoouutthhwweesstt  ooff
BBrriiddggeeppoorrtt,,  CCaalliiff..,,  ffoorr  tthhee  rreessccuuee
ooff  aa  5522--yyeeaarr--oolldd  ffeemmaallee  ssuuffffeerriinngg
ffrroomm  sseevveerree  aabbddoommiinnaall  ppaaiinnss..
NNAASS  FFaalllloonn’’ss  SSAARR  ccrreewwss  hhaavvee
ttaalllliieedd  aa  ttoottaall  ooff  1177  ssuucccceessssffuull
mmiissssiioonnss  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..

R e s c u e s

HHCC--44  ccrreewwss  wwoorrkkeedd  aaggaaiinnsstt  ttiimmee  ttoo
sstteemm  tthhee  oouuttccrroopp  ooff  ffllaasshh  ffiirreess
aaccrroossss  SSiicciillyy..

LLeefftt,,  FF//AA--1188  HHoorrnneett  aavviiaattoorrss  11sstt  LLttss..
CChhrriissttiinnee  WWeessttrriicchh  aanndd  TTeedd
SShhaacckklleettoonn,,  UUSSMMCC,,  ooff  tthhee  VVMMFFAATT--
110011  SShhaarrppsshhooootteerrss  hheeaadd  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee
rreeaaddyy  rroooomm  aafftteerr  aa  ssoorrttiiee  oovveerr  MMCCAASS
EEll  TToorroo,,  CCaalliiff.. PPhhoottoo  bbyy  TTeedd  CCaarrllssoonn..
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the same name, spent 33 years in the
Marine Corps. He flew dive-
bombers during WW II; was in the
“Black Sheep” squadron during the
Korean War; with VMA-331 during
the Cuban Missile Crisis; and served
two tours in Vietnam.

“Mickee,” “Fuzzy” and
“Smokey” Matheson are brothers.
They are also lieutenant comman-
ders, and have made their father
proud by following in his footsteps
to become Naval Aviators. Jon
(Mickee), 37, is a Selected
Reservist F/A-18 Hornetpilot; Paul
(Smokey), 36, is a regular Navy
helicopter pilot on active duty and
Jim (Fuzzy), 33, flies F-5 Tiger IIs
as a TAR (training and administra-
tion of reserves). Jon commented,
“Because there are three of us out
there, it seems that everybody
knows at least one of us. Together
we are helping provide the support
the fleet needs.”

Austin (LPD 4) was tasked with

During an awards ceremony at theMMaarriinnee  CCoorrppss  AAvviiaattiioonn  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn sym-
posium in Fort Worth, Texas, 24–27 September, the following 
individuals and units were recognized:

AAwwaarrdd WWiinnnneerr
Alfred A. Cunningham (Aviator) Capt. K. J. Wolfe
Robert Guy Robinson (NFO) Capt. J. P. Farnam
Earl Hattaway (Aviation Ground Officer) Maj. P. F. Callan
Robert F. Gibson (Aviation C&C Officer) Maj. J. S. Carusone
Silver Hawk (Earliest Designated NA/NFO) Lt. Gen. T. R. Dake
Danny Radish (Enlisted Aircrew) Sgt. D. L. Pennington
Willie D. Sproule (Aviation Maintenance) SSgt. F. W. Masterson III
Ken Southcomb (Aviation Supply) SSgt. D. W. Benton
Gaines Gilbert (Aviation Ordnance) GSgt. A. J. Ramos
Kenneth A. Innis (Aviation C&C Enlisted) SSgt. K. C. Reynolds
Jack Demmond (Aviation Ground Enlisted) GSgt. P. F. Smith
James E. Nicholson (NCO Leadership) SSgt. R. A. Clarke
Robert Hanson (Fighter-Attack Squadron) VMFA-122
Lawson H. M. Sanderson (Attack Squadron) VMA-211
Royal N. Moore (TAC/Electronic Warfare Sqdn.) VMAQ-1
Henry Wildfang (Aerial Refueler Transport Sqdn.) VMGR-234
Keith McCutcheon (Heavy Helo Squadron) HMH-462
Edward C. Dyer (Medium Helo Squadron) HMM-264
John P. Giguere (Light Attack Helo Squadron) HMLA-369
Don Davis (Aviation Logistics Squadron) MALS-36
James Hatch (Wing Support Squadron) MWSS-271
Edward F. Fris (Air C&C Squadron) MASS-1
Commandant’s Aviation Trophy AGSE MCAGCC
Pete Ross (Reserve Flight Safety Trophy) HMH-769
James Maguire (Exceptional Achievement) 1st Lt. B. J. Shortsleeve

SSppeecciiaall  RReeccoorrddss
Several units marked safe flying milestones:

UUnniitt HHoouurrss AAiirrccrraafftt
HMT-204 91,920 CH-46E Sea Knight
HSL-44 90,000 SH-60B Seahawk
VMFA(AW)-242 50,000 F/A-18D Hornet
HMLA-169 30,000 AH-1 Super Cobra
Integrated Test Team 3,000 F/A-18E/F Super Hornet

TThhee  BBaattmmeenn ooff  VVMMFFAA((AAWW))--224422,,  MMCCAASS  MMiirraammaarr,,
CCaalliiff..,,  ffllyy  oovveerr  tthhee  SSiieerrrraa  mmoouunnttaaiinnss  wwiitthh  oonnee  ooff
tthheeiirr  FF//AA--1188DD  HHoorrnneettss..

Holy Hornets, Batmen!Holy Hornets, Batmen!

Ted Carlson



testing a prototype recovery system
for the Pioneerunmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV), which was used suc-
cessfully during the Gulf War for
surveillance and reconnaissance mis-
sions in which manned aircraft were

not practical. When Austin’s crew
attempted to rig the UAV arresting
system on board, the 26-foot struc-
ture buckled. The crew then called
upon engineers at NNaavvyy  LLaakkeehhuurrsstt,,
NN..JJ.., for short-fuse assistance in

order to continue training exercises
scheduled for the next day. A
replacement structure would normal-
ly take 35 hours to build, but manu-
facturing department personnel com-
pleted the job in a record 7 hours. It
was trucked to Morehead City, N.C.,
and loaded aboard Austin, which
later completed successful UAV
arrestments using the new support
structure. After receiving kudos from
the ship’s CO, the department head
noted, “Solving fleet problems is our
business.”

KKeeffllaavviikk  TTaaccttiiccaall  EExxcchhaannggee
((KKEEFFTTAACCEEXX))  9988--11, an undersea
warfare exercise conducted by
Commander Fleet Air, Keflavik took
place in August. Units from VP-66,
Willow Grove, Pa.; VP-45,
Jacksonville, Fla.; and VP-8,
Brunswick, Maine, participated with
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Thhee  NNaavvyy’’ss  nneewweesstt
mmuullttiippuurrppoossee
aammpphhiibbiioouuss

aassssaauulltt  sshhiipp,,  BBoonnhhoommmmee
RRiicchhaarrdd ((LLHHDD  66)),,  wwaass  ccoommmmiiss--
ssiioonneedd  oonn  1155  AAuugguusstt..  LLHHDDss  aarree
eeqquuiippppeedd  ttoo  rreessppoonndd  ttoo  aa  vvaarriieettyy  ooff
aammpphhiibbiioouuss  aassssaauulltt,,  aaddvvaannccee  ffoorrccee
aanndd  ssppeecciiaall--ppuurrppoossee  ooppeerraattiioonnss,,  aass
wweellll  aass  nnoonnccoommbbaattaanntt  hhuummaanniittaarriiaann
mmiissssiioonnss..  OOnnccee  sshhee  jjooiinnss  tthhee  fflleeeett,,
LLHHDD  66  wwiillll  hhaavvee  aa
mmiixx  ooff  aassssaauulltt  hheellii --
ccoopptteerrss  aanndd  HHaarrrriieerr
jjeettss  ffoorr  aassssaauulltt  ooppeerr--
aattiioonnss  aanndd  cclloossee  aaiirr
ssuuppppoorrtt..  BBoonnhhoommmmee
RRiicchhaarrdd wwiillll  bbee
hhoommee--ppoorrtteedd  iinn  SSaann
DDiieeggoo,,  CCaalliiff..  

Bonhomme Richard Commissioned

CClloocckkwwiissee  ffrroomm  ttoopp,,  BBoonnhhoommmmee  RRiicchhaarrdd ttaaxxiiss  iinnttoo
PPeennssaaccoollaa  BBaayy  ffoorr  hheerr  ccoommmmiissssiioonniinngg  cceerreemmoonnyy..  TThheerree
wwaass  aann  iimmpprreessssiivvee  ttuurrnnoouutt  ooff  SSaaiilloorrss  aanndd  llooccaall  ssuuppppoorrtt--
eerrss..  AA  SSaaiilloorr  ssttaannddss  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  rriinngg  aabbooaarrdd  VVIIPPss..

LLeefftt,,  AAuussttiinn tteessttss  aann
aarrrreesstteedd  llaannddiinngg  ssyysstteemm
ffoorr  aa  PPiioonneeeerr UUAAVV..



squadrons from Canada, France,
Germany, Spain, Italy, the
Netherlands and the United
Kingdom in simulated hunts for the
Canadian diesel submarine HMCS
Okanagan. The exercise provided
crews of different nations with first-
hand experience in variations of sub-
hunting techniques. 
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RRiigghhtt,,  MMaarriinneess  ooff  tthhee  VVMMFFAA--332211  HHeellll’’ss
AAnnggeellss llooaadd  aa  SSiiddeewwiinnddeerr  mmiissssiillee  ffoorr  aa
ttrraaiinniinngg  mmiissssiioonn..  BBeellooww,,  tthhee  VVFFMMAA--332211
iinnssiiggnniiaa..

In September,Naval Aviation
News (NANews) and the Navy
bid farewell toJJOO22  EE..  BBllaakkee

TToowwlleerr..  He has been selected for the
Army’s Chief Warrant Officer
Program through which he will be
trained as a helicopter pilot.

Petty Officer Towler’s presence
will be greatly missed on the maga-
zine staff, where his expertise as
“computer guru” made our lives easi-
er—and his quirky sense of humor
made our jobs a whole lot more fun.

NANewsstaffers will remember
his endearing personal characteristics.
Art Director Morgan Wilbur recalled,
“Shortly after I arrived at the maga-
zine, Petty Officer Towler, known for
his unique style of pronunciation,
noticed the way I pronounced the
word ‘hover.’ After months of Blake’s

skillful tutoring in the art of enunci-
ating the word, according to him, I
can now properlypronounce it:
hoe-ver!”

Assistant Editor Wendy Karppi
added, “When we began working
together, Blake recognized my suscep-
tibility to musical suggestion. He
quickly became skilled at humming or
singing part of a song in an effort to
plant the seed in our own version of
Name That Tune. Thanks to him, many
days I ended up with some annoying
song rattling around in my head.
Fortunately, he was also easy prey in
this regard, so I could avenge myself.”

Commenting on his professional
contributions, Managing Editor
Sandy Russell said, “Blake’s excel-
lent writing and editing skills helped
keep the magazine top notch, but his

talent for coming up with just the
right title for an article—when the
rest of the staff was stumped—
remains unsurpassed.”

Summing up, Editor Cdr. Jim
Carlton hit the mark, “The Navy’s
loss is the Army’s gain. We’re sad to
see him go, but glad that he has cho-
sen to remain in military aviation.”

Happy landings, Blake!
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AAss  aa  jjoouurrnnaalliisstt  ffoorr  NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn
NNeewwss,, JJOO22  TToowwlleerr  hhaadd  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy
ttoo  mmeeeett  ffoorrmmeerr  PPrreessiiddeenntt  GGeeoorrggee  BBuusshh
iinn  11999966..

Journalist Goes for Joystick
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Hank Caruso provided a “hands-on” introduction
to his aviation art exhibit at the Navy Memorial in
Washington, D.C. Visitors flocked to the memorial
this summer for a bird’s-eye view of
his well-known Aerocatures™ while
his work was on display. The artist
was also available one evening to
autograph his book,Seabirds: An
Unofficial Illustrated Encyclopedia
of Naval Aviation.

BByy  CCaapptt..  ZZiipp  RRaauussaa,,  UUSSNNRR  ((RReett..))

Izetta Winter Robb is a legendary
figure among several generations of
the Naval Aviation News staff. She
passed away in July at the age of 93
but the legacy of this remarkable
woman is intact and solidly imbed-
ded in every issue of the magazine,
which she served for 26 years as its
managing editor. More than any sin-
gle individual, Izetta was instrumen-
tal in establishing the periodical’s
journalistic integrity and superlative
readability.

The managing editor of the mag-
azine is the anchor, the corporate
memory, the guiding force. Many
naval officers were assigned to the
staff as editors over the years and
some had limited journalistic cre-
dentials. Professionally trained
enlisted journalists enhanced the
magazine’s quality. But in her time,
it was Izetta who taught the edi-
tors—fleet-experienced Naval
Aviators—how to be editors.

For this writer, on the maga-
zine’s staff in the early 1960s,
Izetta was a woman of towering
stature, although she was only a lit-
tle over five feet tall. Self-confi-
dent, strong-willed, good-humored
and warm-hearted beyond measure,

she was fortified for the Naval
Aviation News job by her former
experience as a newspaper reporter,
school teacher and WAVE officer
during WW II. She was a leader
and projected the commanding
presence of one.

“Read and study The Elements of
Style,” she often advised, giving me
a copy (which I treasure to this
day). “Use declarative sentences,
keep it simple. Fancy words are
unnecessary, and don’t beat around
the bush. Get right to the point.” She

rendered criticism with a smile and
benign force. She was a people per-
son in heart, mind and soul, pos-
sessing a bottomless reservoir of
compassion for others.

Three beneficiaries of Izetta’s
wisdom are still on the masthead of
Naval Aviation News. Former editor
and highly regarded artist Capt. Ted
Wilbur, USNR (Ret.), currently
illustrates the famed “Grampaw
Pettibone” feature; Hal Andrews,
Honorary Naval Aviator No. 22,
aeronautical engineer and aviation
writer-historian, is the magazine’s
technical advisor; and I am a con-
tributing editor.

Unkowningly, Izetta established a
tradition. All of her successors at
Naval Aviation News have been
women: Dorthy Bennefeld, Helen
Collins and the incumbent, Sandy
Russell, who has held the post since
1985. These hard-working and dedi-
cated ladies have carried on with
professionalism that would make
Izetta proud.

When she retired from Naval
Aviation News in 1969, her long-
time associate, Robert Osborn, artist
and originator of “Grampaw
Pettibone,” drew a chagrined
Gramps with tears descending from
saddened eyes. The caption read,
“Izetta’s retiring! Heaven help us!”

Heaven is appropriate for this
lovely and unforgettable woman.

Izetta Winter Robb Dies

IIzzeettttaa  WWiinntteerr  RRoobbbb  rreettiirreedd  iinn  11996699..
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Seabirds Exhibit

IInnsseett,,  HHaannkk’’ss  ddrraawwiinngg  ooff  ““PPaaddddlleess””
ddeeppiiccttss  tthhee  llaannddiinngg  ssiiggnnaall  ooffffiicceerr  aatt  wwoorrkk..



EEiisseennhhoowweerr ((CCVVNN  6699)):: Capt. H.
Denby Starling II relieved Capt.
Gregory C. Brown, 26 Aug.

HHCC--44:: Cdr. Joan Zitterkopf
relieved Cdr. Chris Real.

HHSSLL--4466:: Cdr. Neil W. T. Hogg
relieved Cdr. T. G. Alexander.

HHSSLL--5511:: Cdr. Thomas H. Webber
relieved Cdr. Martin J. Keaney, 3 Sep.

HHTT--88:: Cdr. Randy Sickmier
relieved Cdr. Bruce Watson, 24 Sep.

MMWWSSSS--227733:: Lt. Col. William H.
Ritchie III relieved Lt. Col. Larry D.
Huffman.

NNAAFF  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  DD..CC.:: Capt.
Craig C. Groom, USNR, relieved
Capt. E. A. Perry, USNR.

NNAASS  FFaalllloonn,,  NNeevv.:: Capt. David
A. Rogers relieved Capt. Scott C.
Ronnie, 20 Aug.

NNAASS WWhhiittiinngg  FFiieelldd,,  FFllaa..:: Capt.
D. Wayne Nelms relieved Capt.
Richard L. Dick, 12 Jun (correc-
tion).

NNAARR  BBaarrbbeerrss  PPooiinntt,,  HHaawwaaiiii::
Capt. Ralph M. Rhodenbaugh
relieved Cdr. Robert Knutsen.

NNAARR  NNoorrffoollkk,,  VVaa.:: Capt. R.
Mark Heilenday relieved Capt
Thomas L. McAtee.

PPAATTWWIINNGG--1111:: Capt. Alex S. Hill
relieved Capt. Keith T. Weaver.

VVAAQQ--113322:: Cdr. David B. Woods
relieved Cdr. Randall J. Laws.

VVAAQQ--114422:: Cdr. Jon R. Boe
relieved Cdr. Patrick D. Keller.

VVAAWW--112255:: Cdr. J. Mark Cantrell
relieved Cdr. Kevin D. McCarty, 2
Sep.

VVFFAA--9944:: Cdr. Kevin E.

O’Flaherty relieved Cdr. Jeffrey B.
Bates, 4 Sep.

VVFFAA--110055:: Cdr. Kevin Miller
relieved Cdr. Pat Driscoll, 3 Sep.

VVFF--221111:: Cdr. Mark Kohart
relieved Cdr. David Baranek, 14
Aug.

VVPP--6622:: Cdr. John Flynn relieved
Cdr. Norman D. Dupre, 18 Jul. 

VVRR--5544:: Cdr. Robert B. Gulley II
relieved Cdr. Arthur R. Randolph, 19
Sep.

VVTT--2222:: Cdr. Ronald J.
Unterreiner relieved Cdr. David J.
Spangler, 9 Oct.

VVTT--2288:: Cdr. Mitchell T. Swecker
relieved Cdr. Joe Stuyvesant, 4 Sep.

VVTT--8866:: Lt. Col. Richard W.
Britton relieved Cdr. Daniel L.
Ouimette, 4 Sep.
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CChhaannggee  ooff  CCoommmmaanndd

On the July 1973 back cover of Naval Aviation
News, right, three-year-old Christopher Rew

appeared to know exactly what he wanted to do
when he grew up. Twenty-five years later,
Lieutenant Rew is flying SH-60B Seahawks as a
member of Helicopter Antisubmarine Squadron
Light 48, NS Mayport Fla. Below, he strikes a pose
similar to his “cover boy” image, which was taken
while his dad was a lieutenant assigned to the
search-and rescue detachment at NAS Pensacola,
Fla. His parents, Skip and Connie, of Leesburg,
Ga., are understandably proud of their son who
has graduated from sneakers to flight boots.

From Toddler to
Helicopter Pilot


