





The integration of Air Force officers
into the EA-6B crew allows a combina-
tion of expertise to best perform the
mission. “Having aircrew in our
squadron from different services and
warfare specialties means we have a
head start on understanding the needs of
the different platforms we protect and
different gpproaches to understanding
our own mission goals as well,” com-
mented L Cdr. lan Anderson, VAQ-128
pilot. These combined crews train as
they would for the fleet, including carri-
er qudlifications. “The steepest learning
curve for me was to take my experience
from landing on 10,000 feet of runway
and putting it on 300 feet of landing
surface only 70 feet wide,” said pilot
Mg Ken Edwards. “For an Air Force
guy, doing that was atrick.”

Above, LCdr. Mike Walls pilots a VAQ-128
Prowler over Nevada during a recent Red
Flag exercise. Right, Lt. Kent Mathes in
the electronic countermeasures officer
(ECMO)-2 seat reviews mission notes
while flying off the coast of Washington
state. ECMO duties include navigation,
radar and communications jamming and
flight communications, as well as control-
ling the firing of high-speed antiradiation
missiles.
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“Unlike the Prowler’s role in the fleet, the expeditionary EA-6Bs are now
protecting huge strike packages over land, and that is where Air Force
crew members have a lot of experience.”—Maj. Ken Edwards, USAF




The expeditionary squadrons perform a
dightly different mission than their fleet
counterparts, as VAQ-128 ECMO Capt.
Robert Zabel, USAF, explains: “ Traditional
Prowler squadrons are more focused on anti-
ship, missile defense and roles at sea Our
primary focus as an expeditionary unit is
force protection and bringing down an
enemy's integrated air defense system within
acampaign scenario.”
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-
e ability to t‘a_rry ihe}ligh-speed antira-
~ diatio sile gives the EA-6B Prowler a potent

ability in addition to its radar-jam-
ming p ss. Left, many of the Air Force mem-
bers of xpeditionary squadrons had previ-
ously flown a similar mission in the EF-111A
Raven.
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