
TToooo  MMuucchh,,  TToooo  LLaattee
An F/A-18 Hornetpilot

launched on his third flight of
the day from the ship for carrier
qualification landings at about
0130. He elected not to use the
20-minute comfort time (before
beginning his approach) after
catapult launch, and entered the
downwind pattern.

As the pilot flew the pattern,
he failed to complete the carrier
landing checklist by not proper-
ly setting the intensity of the
external wing tip lights to
bright. The landing signal offi-
cer (LSO) permitted the Hornet
to continue despite the wing tip
lighting problem.

The pilot had difficulty con-
trolling power on the glide
slope and developed an exces-
sive sink rate. The LSO did not
respond to approach deviations
in a timely manner and initiated
a waveoff too late to preclude
the F/A-18’s tail hook from
striking the ramp at a point 10
feet down the ramp. The Hornet’s
left and right main landing gears
also hit slightly below the ramp
edge. The force of impact damaged
the right main landing gear and tail
hook. The aircraft continued along
the flight deck and the tail hook

engaged the number three wire, but
the hook point detached and the
pilot executed bolter procedures.

The pilot diverted to an air station
ashore and, en route, another pilot
advised him the right main landing
gear wheel and tire assembly were

canted 45 degrees inboard.
Subsequently, the pilot made a
straight-in approach, landing on
the left side of the runway. On
the rollout, he developed an
uncontrollable left-to-right drift
and ejected as the aircraft
departed the right side of the
runway. The pilot sustained
major injuries as a result of ini-
tiating ejection outside the ejec-
tion envelope. The aircraft was
destroyed.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee
ssaayyss::

EErrrroorr  ccoommppoouunnddss  eerrrroorr!!
DDoonn’’ tt  kknnooww  wwhhiicchh  ppooeett,,  iiff  aannyy,,
ssaaiidd  tthhoossee  wwoorrddss,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy’’ rree  iinn
OOllee  GGrraammppss’’   qquuiivveerr  ooff  bbaarrbbss
aalloonngg  wwiitthh  aannootthheerr  ffaavvoorriittee::
RRuulleess  WWEERREENN’’TT  mmaaddee  ttoo  bbee
bbrrookkeenn..  ((OOtthheerrwwiissee,,  wwhhyy  hhaavvee
’’eemm??))

TThhee  ssqquuaaddrroonn’’ss  ssttaannddaarrdd
ooppeerraattiinngg  pprroocceedduurreess  lliimmiitt  aa
fflliieerr’’ss  ddaayy  ttoo  1122  hhoouurrss  aanndd  ttwwoo

fflliigghhttss,,  uunnlleessss  tthhee  CCOO  ggiivveess  aa  wwaaiivveerr
ffoorr  tthhee  tthhiirrdd..  TThhee  lleeaaddeerr  ooff  tthhee  ccaarrrrii--
eerr  qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonn  fflliigghhtt  aasskkeedd  tthhee
ttoowweerr  OOiinnCC  ttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  ssqquuaaddrroonn
CCOO  ffoorr  tthhee  wwaaiivveerr,,  bbuutt  tthhee  OOiinnCC
ccoouullddnn’’ tt  rreeaacchh  tthhee  sskkiippppeerr..  IInn  tthhee
aabbsseennccee  ooff  ffuurrtthheerr  gguuiiddaannccee,,  eevveenn
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tthhoouugghh  aallll  hhaannddss  sseeeemmeedd  ttoo  bbee  aawwaarree
ooff  tthhee  1122--hhoouurr  lliimmiitt,,  tthhee  ppiilloott
llaauunncchheedd..

TThhee  LLSSOO’’ss  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  ssaaffeellyy
rreeccoovveerr  tthhee  HHoorrnneett  wwaass  ddeeggrraaddeedd
bbeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  lloossss  ooff  ddeepptthh  aanndd
rraannggee  ppeerrcceeppttiioonn  dduuee  ttoo  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt
aaiirrccrraafftt  lliigghhttiinngg..  PPlluuss,,  ““PPaaddddlleess””   ddiidd--
nn’’ tt  rreessppoonndd  iinn  ttiimmee  wwhheenn  tthhee  FF//AA--1188
hhaadd  ttrroouubbllee  oonn  tthhee  gglliiddee  ssllooppee..
SSeeeemmss  lliikkee  aallll  tthhee  kkeeyy  ppllaayyeerrss  iinn  tthhiiss
eevveenntt  wweerree  ttiirreedd..

GGrraammppss  hhaass  ssaaiidd  iitt  bbeeffoorree  aanndd
wwiillll  ssaayy  iitt  aaggaaiinn..  OOuurr  bbuussiinneessss  iiss
pprreeppaarriinn’’   ffoorr  wwaarrttiimmee..  BBuutt  tthhiiss  aaiinn’’ tt
wwaarrttiimmee..  DDoonn’’ tt  pprreessss  iitt!!

SSaasshhaayyiinn’’  wwiitthh  aa
SSeeaahhaawwkk  

An HH-60H Seahawk completed
its assigned Helicopter Visit Board
search and seizure mission and
returned to the ship to hold in star-
board Delta (orbit) until recovery.
In Delta, with eight passengers on
board and the copilot at the con-
trols, the Seahawk performed
unbriefed and unnecessarily
aggressive maneuvers at high
angles of bank and pitch, at low
altitude. In the process, the helo
exceeded Naval Air Training and
Operating Procedures
Standardization aircraft limitations.

During the maneuvers, the copi-
lot put the aircraft in a nose-down
attitude at low altitude with a high
rate of descent. The Seahawk
struck the water while in controlled

flight. The pilot, copilot and one of
the passengers were killed, the air-
craft lost.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

WWhhoo  kknnoowwss  wwhhaatt  ggooeess
oonn  iinn  tthhee  mmiinndd  ooff  aa  ff llaatthhaatt--
tteerr!!  FFllaatthhaatttteerrss  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn

wwiitthh  uuss——iinn  ddeeccrreeaassiinngg  nnuummbbeerrss,,
II ’’ ll ll   aaddmmiitt——aallmmoosstt  ffrroomm  tthhee  ttiimmee
TTeedd  EEllllyyssoonn,,  NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattoorr
NNuummbbeerr  11,,  ggoott  tthhiiss  ggrraanndd  ccoommmmuu--
nniittyy  ooff  NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  uunnddeerrwwaayy
iinn  aann  ooppeenn--aaiirr  CCuurrttiissss  oonn  NNeeww
YYoorrkk’’ ss  KKeeuukkaa  LLaakkee  wwaayy  bbaacckk
wwhheenn..

WWhhaatt  rreeaallllyy  rruubbss  GGrraammppss  ll iikkee
iinndduussttrriiaall--ggrraaddee  ssaannddppaappeerr  oonn  bbaarree
fflleesshh  iiss  tthhee  ffaacctt  tthhaatt  tthhee  
ccooppiilloott  wwaass  kknnoowwnn  ttoo  bbuusstt  tthhee

rruulleess  aanndd  wwhheeeell  tthhee  SSeeaahhaawwkk
aarroouunndd  ffaarr  ttoooo  aaggggrreessssiivveellyy  bbeeffoorree
tthhiiss  ddiissaasstteerr..  HHiiss  ccaarreelleessss  mmaanneeuu--
vveerriinngg  ddiiddnn’’ tt  bbootthheerr  tthhee  ccrreeww  cchhiieeff
nnoorr,,  wwee  ssuuppppoossee,,  tthhee  ppiilloott..  IIff  tthhee
CCOO  ddiiddnn’’ tt  kknnooww  hhee  hhaadd  aa  ppootteennttiiaall
kkeegg  ooff  ddyynnaammiittee  iinn  hhiiss  mmiiddsstt,,  hhee
sshhoouullddaa..

TThheerree  iiss  aabbssoolluutteellyy  nnoo  rroooomm  iinn
NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  ffoorr  ffllaatthhaatttteerrss..  OOuurr
ppeeooppllee  aanndd  oouurr  ppllaanneess  aarree  ttoooo  pprree--
cciioouuss  ttoo  eexxppoossee  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhoossee  ffeeww
uunnddiisscciipplliinneedd  ttyyppeess  wwhhoo  aarreenn’’ tt  aass
ggoooodd  aatt  ffllyyiinn’’   aann  aaiirrccrraafftt  aass  ssoommee
wweeiirrdd  ffoorrccee  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmiinndd  tteellllss  tthheemm
tthheeyy  aarree..  AAllll  yyoouu  ppootteennttiiaall  ffllaatthhaatt--
tteerrss  oouutt  tthheerree,,  iiff  yyoouu  ccaann’’ tt  ssttaanndd  uupp
aanndd  bbrriieeff  iitt  ttoo  tthhee  CCOO,,  ddoonn’’ tt  ddoo  iitt!!
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