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UUSSCCGG  RRaattiinnggss  CChhaannggee

By the end of next year, five
Coast Guard enlisted ratings
will have combined into

three, bringing these ratings more in
line with evolving technology.
Aviation machinist’s mate, aviation
structural mechanic and 65 percent
of the aviation electrician’s mate rat-
ing will combine under the aviation
maintenance technician rating.
Aviation electronics technicians and
the remaining aviation electrician’s
mates will become avionics techni-
cians; and aviation survivalmen will
become aviation survival techni-
cians.

HHaawwkkeeyyee  22000000  FFlliieess

The fifth generation of the E-2C
early warning command and control
system, the Hawkeye 2000 (right),

completed its first flight on 11 April
at Northop Grumman’s St.
Augustine, Fla., manufacturing facil-
ity. The first in a series of test flights

set the stage for the aircraft’s trans-
fer to NAS Patuxent River, Md., for
evaluation. Hawkeye 2000 improve-
ments include a mission computer
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upgrade, advanced control indicator
set workstations, integrated satellite
communications and an advanced
equipment cooling system.

PP--33  ttoo  tthhee  PPoollee
A P-3C Orion of Naval Force

Aircraft Test Squadron, NAS
Patuxent River, Md., flew to the

North Pole to test the
navigational accuracy of
the new Replacement
Inertial Navigation Unit
(RINU) at high latitudes.
Designed to replace the
LTN-72 inertial nagiva-
tion units used in fleet
Orions, the RINU’s ring-
laser gyroscope will pro-
vide greater reliability
and ease of maintenance

than standard mechanical systems,
and the unit can be upgraded in the
future with an embedded global
positioning system module and
enhanced controls and displays.

CCaarrrriieerr  CCoorrnneerr

Naval Aviation regained part of
its history when the remains of
Yorktown (CV 5) were located in
the Pacific on 19 May. The full story
of this major discovery will be fea-
tured in the Sep–Oct issue.

On 26 May, Secretary of the
Navy John H. Dalton signed a con-
tract officially transferring Hornet
(CV 12) to the Aircraft Carrier
Hornet Foundation, Alameda,
Calif. Following restoration of the
historic carrier, the foundation will
open the Hornet Memorial

Museum in August.
On 11 June Harry S. Truman

(CVN 75) completed initial sea tri-
als in the Virginia Capes. The
eighth nuclear carrier built by
Newport News Shipbuilding was
scheduled for acceptance trials at
the end of June.

MMiisshhaappss

An F/A-18 Hornetfrom Strike
Fighter Squadron 37, assigned to
Enterprise(CVN 65), crashed near
NAS Fallon, Nev., on 27 May. The
pilot, Lt. Jonathan Nolan, was killed.

On 28 May, an SH-60F Seahawk
made an emergency landing near
NAS Fallon, Nev. Nine occupants
survived and were treated for
injuries; a tenth, AW2 Michael
DeWitt, was killed.

FFoolllloowwiinngg  ffiivvee  ssuucccceessssffuull,,
nnoonneexxpplloossiivvee  fflliigghhtt  tteessttss

aatt  NNaavvaall  AAiirr  WWeeaappoonnss
SSttaattiioonn,,  CChhiinnaa  LLaakkee,,  CCaalliiff..
((aabboovvee)),,  tthhee  SSttaannddooffff  LLaanndd
AAttttaacckk  MMiissssiillee––EExxppaannddeedd
RReessppoonnssee  ((SSLLAAMM––EERR))
eenntteerreedd  tthhee  lliivvee  ffiirree  tteesstt
pphhaassee..  RRiigghhtt,,  aa  SSLLAAMM––EERR
eeqquuiippppeedd  wwiitthh  aa  lliivvee  wwaarr--
hheeaadd,,  ffuussee  aanndd  bboooosstteerr
iimmppaaccttss  aa  ttaarrggeett  wwiitthh  ssppeecc--
ttaaccuullaarr  rreessuullttss  oonn  88  AApprriill..  TThhaatt  mmoonntthh  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  llooww--rraattee  iinniittiiaall  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  SSLLAAMM––EERR  wwaass  aapppprroovveedd,,  ppaavviinngg  tthhee
wwaayy  ffoorr  BBooeeiinngg  ttoo  pprroodduuccee  2222  mmiissssiilleess  wwiitthh  aann  ooppttiioonn  ffoorr  aann  aaddddiittiioonnaall  2200..  
AA  ddeecciissiioonn  oonn  ffuullll--rraattee  pprroodduuccttiioonn  iiss  eexxppeecctteedd  aafftteerr  ooppeerraattiioonnaall  fflliigghhtt  tteessttiinngg  iiss  ccoommpplleetteedd  iinn  llaattee  11999988..
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The two-man crew of an F-14
Tomcat ejected safely shortly after
takeoff from MCAS New River,
N.C., on 21 May. Lts. Brian Parker
and Marc Miguez are assigned to
Fighter Squadron 102, NAS
Oceana, Va.

The four occupants of an EA-6B
Prowler ejected safely on 29 April
for reasons unknown at press time.
The Electronic Attack Squadron 142

crew from NAS Whidbey Island,
Wash., was flying from Saudi Arabia
in support of Operation Southern
Watch.

The pilot of an F/A-18C Hornet
was safely recovered after ejecting
near the north Arabian Gulf on 27
April. The Strike Fighter Squadron
192 aircraft, assigned to NAS
Atsugi, Japan, was operating from
Independence (CV 62).

FFoorr  tthhee  RReeccoorrdd

Newport News Shipbuilding,
Va., received a $1.2 billion contract
for the refueling and complex over-
haul of Nimitz (CVN 68), which
was set to begin in late May. The
33-month service is the first refuel-
ing operation for the 10 aircraft
carriers of this class scheduled over
the next 30 years.
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FF--115544  GGooeess  DDiiggiittaall
TThhee  FFiigghhtteerr  SSqquuaaddrroonn  115544  BBllaacckk  KKnniigghhttss,,  ssttaattiioonneedd  aatt  NNAASS AAttssuuggii,,
JJaappaann,,  ccoonnvveerrtteedd  tthheeiirr  TTaaccttiiccaall  AAiirr  RReeccoonnnnaaiissssaannccee  PPoodd  SSyysstteemm
((TTAARRPPSS))  ttoo  tthhee  ddiiggiittaall--iimmaaggeerryy  vveerrssiioonn  ((TTAARRPPSS––DDII))  wwhhiillee  uunnddeerrwwaayy
aabbooaarrdd  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee ((CCVV  6622))  iinn  tthhee  AArraabbiiaann  GGuullff..  IImmaaggeess  ccaapp--
ttuurreedd  bbyy  tthhee  FF--1144  TToommccaatt--mmoouunntteedd  ppoodd  ccaann  bbee  ttrraannssmmiitttteedd  vviiaa
eexxiissttiinngg  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  aaiirrccrraafftt  llaannddss,,  aallllooww--
iinngg  nneeaarr--rreeaall--ttiimmee  bbaattttllee  mmaannaaggeemmeenntt..

Photos by PHAN Chris Howell



A T-45A Goshawk attached to the
Strike Aircraft Test Squadron, NAS
Patuxent River, Md., flew its 1,000th
flight in February. This Goshawk
was the second aircraft off the
McDonnell Douglas production line
in 1988.

Fatigue testing of the
MV-22 Osprey began at
the Bell Helicopter
Textron facility in
Texas on 1 April. The
two-year test will deter-
mine if the aircraft can
withstand loads in both
airplane and helicopter
modes and achieve a
10,000-hour service
life, equivalent to 20
years in the fleet.

CCoorrrreeccttiioonnss
The May–Jun 98

“Airscoop” contained
two photographic sna-
fus. On page 5, the des-
ignations were reversed
in the caption; it should
have read John C.

Stennis(CVN 74) and George
Washington(CVN 73). And on
page 6, a dynamic photo was
marred by the misidentification of
HC-4 MH-53E Sea Dragons aboard
Wasp(LHD 1) on 24 March

(below). We are printing this photo
again so that HC-4 squadron mem-
bers, like Lt. Bobby “Disco”
Linder, can fill the blank spot on
Mom’s fridge. Thanks to the many
readers who set us straight.

NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  NNeewwss JJuullyy––AAuugguusstt  11999988 77

#
C

ut
 h

er
e 

to
 c

re
at

e 
re

fr
ig

er
at

or
 a

rt
.

Photo by PH3 Renso Amariz
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DDiisseessttaabblliisshheedd

VVPP--6688  BBllaacckkhhaawwkkss
A 2 November 1996 ceremony at

NAF Washington, D.C., marked the
disestablishment (officially 31
December) of Patrol Squadron (VP)
68 after 26 years of service as a Naval
Air Reserve Force squadron. Cdr.
Jeffrey A. Lemmons was the 19th and
last CO of the Blackhawks.

VP-68 was established at NAS
Patuxent River, Md., on 1 November
1970 as part of the massive reorgani-
zation of the Naval Air Reserve.
Initially equipped with SP-2H
Neptune patrol planes, the squadron
became the first East Coast reserve
squadron to fly the P-3A Orion,
which it acquired in May 1971. In
August 1984, VP-68 switched to the
P-3B “Super Bee” (TACNAVMOD)
version, and moved to NAF
Washington the following April.
The squadron upgraded to the P-

3C Update I in June 1991, followed
by the P-3C Update II.5 in November
1994.

Like all reserve patrol squadrons,
VP-68 sent detachments to overseas
sites—mostly in the Atlantic,
Caribbean and Mediterranean—to
augment active duty squadrons in
antisubmarine patrols, shipping sur-
veillance, drug-interdiction operations
and other roles. The Blackhawks fre-
quently tracked Soviet submarines
during the Cold War. In recent years,
VP-68 crews flew missions in support
of Operation Uphold Democracy in
Haiti and Operation Sharp Guard in
the Adriatic Sea off the former
Yugoslavia. 

VP-68 accumulated over 106,000
mishap-free flight hours before being
disbanded as part of the post-Cold
War reduction of military forces.

VVAA--116655  BBoooommeerrss
A 26 July 1996 cere-

mony at NAS Whidbey
Island, Wash., marked
the disestablishment
(officially 30
September) of Attack
Squadron (VA) 165
after over 36 years
of service. Cdr.
Mark S. Needler
was the last CO of
the Boomers.

VA-165 was established at NAS
Jacksonville, Fla., on 1 September
1960 as part of Carrier Air Group
(CVG) 16, also established that day.
The Boomers were one of the last
Navy attack squadrons to stand up
with the AD-6/7 (A-1H/J) Skyraider.
When CVG-16 was transferred to the
Pacific Fleet in September 1961, the
Boomers moved to NAS Moffett
Field, Calif. The squadron made two
deployments to the western Pacific
(WESTPAC) on board Oriskany
(CVA 34). The second deployment
included operations off South Vietnam
during the crisis in which Vietnamese
President Diem was overthrown. 

In March 1964, VA-165 moved to
NAS Alameda, Calif., and switched to
Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 15. The
Boomers were deployed to the South
China Sea on board Coral Sea (CVA
43) in February 1965 when President
Lyndon Johnson launched the Flaming
Dart retaliatory strikes against North

TThheessee  PP--33AA  OOrriioonnss ssttaanndd  aatt  tthhee  rreeaaddyy  iinn  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  VVPP--6688’’ss
mmiissssiioonn..  DDuurriinngg  tthheeiirr  2266  yyeeaarrss  ooff  sseerrvviiccee,,  tthhee BBllaacckkhhaawwkkss
aallssoo  fflleeww  PP--33BBss  aanndd  CCss..



Vietnam. The Rolling Thunder strikes
began the following month, with VA-
165 flying interdiction and rescue
combat air patrol sorties. The Boomers
returned to Vietnam in 1966, operating
from the deck of Intrepid (CVS 11)
with CVW-10. During these two
deployments with Skyraiders, VA-165
pilots flew over 3,100 combat sorties
encompassing 11,500 flight hours and
expending 11 million pounds of ord-
nance. The Boomers lost four A-1s
and two pilots to enemy action.

In January 1967, VA-165 moved
to NAS Whidbey Island, trading its
Skyraiders for new A-6A Intruder
all-weather jets. Later that year, VA-
165 began the first of five Vietnam
deployments with the A-6. The first
two were with CVW-2 aboard
Ranger (CVA 61) during which VA-
165 also operated off the coast of
Korea, first in response to the
January 1968 North Korean seizure
of the intelligence collection ship
Pueblo (AGER 2), and again in 1969
when North Korean aircraft shot
down a Navy EC-121M Warning
Star.

In July 1969, VA-165 joined CVW-
9, forming an association with that
wing that would endure for the next
27 years. In 1970, the squadron
deployed to Vietnam on board
America (CVA 66), adding A-6Bs and
Cs to its strength, and becoming the
first squadron to operate the A-6C in
combat. During this deployment, the
Boomers flew 9,009 combat sorties
and dropped 7.3 million pounds of
ordnance against enemy targets. The
Boomers made two cruises to Vietnam
aboard Constellation (CVA 64), also
operating the KA-6D tanker. During
Operation Freedom Train, VA-165
helped turn back the April 1972 North
Vietnamese offensive and flew in the
Linebacker I strikes against North
Vietnam later that year, earning the
Presidential Unit Citation for its per-
formance. During these last two
deployments, the squadron flew 2,600
combat sorties and dropped over
500,000 pounds of ordnance. The

Boomers—the last A-6 squadron to
see combat during the war—lost only
two A-6s and three A-6 fliers to
enemy action during the entire war.

VA-165 operated in the Indian
Ocean and Arabian Gulf in 1974 on
board Constellation, the first carrier to
operate in the gulf in 26 years. Upon
return home, the Boomers upgraded to
the A-6E version of the Intruder. The
squadron made four more WESTPAC
and Indian Ocean deployments on
board Constellation. In 1981, the
squadron acquired the TRAM (target
recognition attack multisensor) version
of the A-6E, and became the first A-6
squadron to deploy with the Harpoon
antiship missile in the Indian Ocean. In
1983, the Boomers operated from
Ranger off Nicaragua in response to
tensions between that nation and
Honduras.

VA-165 made two deployments
aboard Kitty Hawk (CV 63), the sec-
ond of which took them around the
world so that Kitty Hawk could
undergo a service-life extension pro-
gram at Philadelphia, Pa. VA-165

made four major cruises on board
Nimitz (CVN 68) to WESTPAC and
the Indian Ocean. One included par-
ticipation in Operation Earnest Will,
the 1988 escort of oil tankers in the
Arabian Gulf during the Iran-Iraq
War. 

During 1989, VA-165 flew its
Intruders in scenes of the motion pic-
ture Flight of the Intruder. The
squadron made its last aircraft transi-
tion in 1990, to the A-6E SWIP (sys-
tems weapon improvement program)
version. Also that year, the Boomers
cruised on board Constellation around
Cape Horn as the carrier sailed from
NAS North Island, Calif., to
Philadelphia for a service-life exten-
sion program overhaul. 

During its 1993 deployment, VA-
165 crews flew missions in support of
Operation Southern Watch, enforcing
the no-fly zone over Iraq. VA-165 also
was the last squadron to deploy with
the KA-6D, retiring the tanker after
returning home. 

The deployment which began in
December 1995 was to be the
Boomers’ last. The squadron flew in
support of Southern Watch for one
month, but Nimitz was rushed to
waters off Taiwan as a show of force
during Communist Chinese military
exercises intended to influence elec-
tions in Taiwan. To the very end, the
Boomers were projecting the power of
naval aviation.

During the squadron’s farewell cer-
emony, a privately owned A-1D
Skyraider, painted in Boomer mark-
ings, joined the squadron’s Intruders.
Even after disestablishment, a cadre
of VA-165 personnel remained at
Whidbey Island to maintain three
spare A-6Es available to support the
final two A-6 squadrons still
deployed.

NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  NNeewwss JJuullyy––AAuugguusstt  11999988 99

TThhee  ttaaiillhhooookk  ooff  aann  AA--66AA IInnttrruuddeerr  ffrroomm  VVAA--116655  ccaattcchheess  tthhee  wwiirree  dduurriinngg  aann  aarrrreesstteedd
llaannddiinngg  aabbooaarrdd  CCoonnsstteellllaattiioonn  ((CCVVAA  6644))  iinn  11997722..  

P
H

3 
R

on
al

d 
F.

R
ei

ch
ne

in


