
CCllaasshh  bbyy  NNiigghhtt
A group of CH-46E Sea Knights

was conducting a three-wave, low-
light-level troop insertion, using
night-vision devices, from an
amphibious assault ship to a land-
ing zone (LZ) ashore. The opera-
tion employed AH-1W Super
Cobrasin support. The first two
waves were uneventful but between
the second and third wave, the sim-
ulated threat scenario changed.
There were conflicting reports of a
simulated threat in the LZ. The air
mission commander elected to
attach two AH-1W escorts to the
third wave CH-46E flight rather
than keeping the Super Cobras
detached from the flight as previ-
ously briefed; thus, the AH-1Ws
were attached to the CH-46E divi-
sion for the final insertion.

The flight pushed toward the
beach, and about 14 kilometers
from the LZ the escorts sprinted
ahead of the CH-46Es at 140 knots.
At the LZ, the escorts made a clear-
ing pass, then proceeded northwest
as briefed. The transports continued
toward the initial point of the
planned flight route. Near the initial
point, however, the CH-46E flight
leader became disoriented and devi-
ated from the route, leading the

division west of the LZ.
None of the Sea Knightflight

crew members questioned the
leader about the deviation.
Meanwhile, the AH-1W escort
flight leader had cleared the LZ, but
his wingman was still in a right-
hand clearing turn in the vicinity of
the zone and trailing the leader by
approximately one kilometer. The

Sea Knightswere west of the LZ as
the AH-1W wingman was rolling
out of his clearing turn.

Very shortly thereafter the AH-
1W collided with the number two
CH-46E. Both aircraft caught fire
and crashed to the ground. The
impact resulted in 14 fatalities and
two major injuries.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

GGooll  ddaanngg  iitt!!  YYoouu  jjuusstt  ccaann’’ tt  lleett  uupp
ffoorr  aa  sseeccoonndd  wwhheenn  yyoouu’’ rree  ddeeaalliinngg
wwiitthh  ffllyyiinn’’   mmaacchhiinneess  mmaakkiinn’’   tthheeiirr
wwaayy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ssaammee  sseeccttiioonn  ooff
sskkyy..  TThhrrooww  iinn  tthhee  ddaarrkk  aanndd  nniigghhtt--
vviissiioonn  ddeevviicceess  aanndd  iitt  ddooeessnn’’ tt  ttaakkee
mmuucchh  ooff  aa  mmiissttaakkee  ttoo  ccaauussee  hhaavvoocc..
TThhee  aaiirr  mmiissssiioonn  ccoommmmaannddeerr’’ss  ddeeccii--
ssiioonn  ttoo  aattttaacchh  tthhee  AAHH--11WWss  ttoo  tthhee
CCHH--4466EEss  hheellppeedd  ccrroowwdd  tthhee  sskkiieess..
TThhaatt’’ss  oonnee  pprroobblleemm..  TThheenn,,  tthhee  fflliigghhtt
lleeaaddeerr  ggoott  ooffff  ccoouurrssee..  TThhaatt’’ss  aannootthheerr..

OOllee  GGrraammppss  kknnoowwss  tthhee  wwiinngg--
mmaann’’ss  fflliigghhtt  ccrreeww  hhaadd  tthheeiirr  hhaannddss
ffuullll  ssttaayyiinn’’   iinn  ppoossiittiioonn,,  bbuutt  wwiinnggmmeenn
nnaavviiggaattee,,  ttoooo..  WWhhyy  ddiiddnn’’ tt  ssoommeebbooddyy
ssppeeaakk  uupp  aanndd  hheellpp  wwhheenn  tthhee  lleeaaddeerr
ggoott  ooffff  ttrraacckk??

LLaacckk  ooff  ccrreeww  ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  aanndd
ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  lleedd  ttoo  tthhiiss  ttrraaggeeddyy..
TThheerree  wwaass  ttiimmee  ttoo  ““ddeeccoonnfflliicctt””   tthhee
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aaiirrssppaaccee,,  bbuutt  nnoobbooddyy  ttooookk
aaddvvaannttaaggee  ooff  iitt..  TThhiiss  wwaass
aa  ttoouugghh  bbuutt  nneecceessssaarryy
ttrraaiinniinngg  mmiissssiioonn——tthhee  ttyyppee
tthhaatt  ttaaxxeess  eevveenn  tthhee  mmoosstt
pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  aanndd  ccoommppee--
tteenntt  ooff  oouurr  ffllyyeerrss..  NNoo  mmaatt--
tteerr  hhooww  ggoooodd  yyoouu  aarree,,
wwiitthhoouutt  ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  aanndd
ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn——aannootthheerr
pphhrraassee  ffoorr  tteeaammwwoorrkk——
ttrroouubbllee  ccaann  ttaakkee  oovveerr..

HHoorrnneett  HHiigghh––LLooww

A pair of F/A-18Cs
was on a one-versus-one
air combat maneuvering
training flight over water.
After the first merge, the
wingman had become
“defensive,” that is, his
Hornethad lost positional
or energy advantage rela-
tive to the other aircraft.
The pilot, however,
believed he was in an
“offensive” status.

After the second merge, the
wingman was 100 knots slower
and slightly lower than the leader.
The wingman attempted a nose-
high reversal in response to the
leader’s pure vertical loop, but his
aircraft ran out of flying airspeed
and the nose of the F/A-18 fell
below the horizon. The pilot
unloaded to increase airspeed but
only had 168 knots prior to pulling
up to counter the leader’s offensive
positioning. During the pull-up,
sun glare washed out the aircraft’s
head-up display symbology. With
little reference to attitude and air-
speed information, the pilot
exceeded 80 degrees nose up and
airspeed dropped to below 48
knots. The pilot recognized the
degraded flying qualities and com-
menced out-of-controlled-flight
departure recovery procedures by
neutralizing controls.

The pilot became apprehensive
when he experienced violent invert-
ed negative-G gyrations and saw
spin arrows on the data display indi-
cators. Although he had not com-
pleted the departure recovery check-

list—the step remaining was to
“check altitude, angle of attack, air-
speed and yaw rate”—he decided, as
he was descending through 11,000
feet, to eject.

Due to the negative-G load he
was experiencing, the pilot focused
his attention on achieving proper
body position for ejection, rather
than monitoring instruments for
signs of the aircraft’s recovery from
the departure.

The aircraft was now accelerat-
ing, with an 80-degree nose-low atti-
tude, and no yaw tones. In effect, the
F/A-18 was recovering from the
departure. Nevertheless, the pilot
successfully ejected at approxi-
mately 5,000 feet and the Hornet
crashed into the sea.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

HHoollyy  HHoorrnneettss!!  FFeettcchh  mmee  aa
bbrraaccee  ooff  iibbuupprrooffeenn  ttaabblleettss!!
MMaakkee  tthhaatt  ffoouurr..  TThhee  FF//AA--1188

wwaass  ccoommiinn’’   oouutt  ooff  iittss  mmiisseerriieess,,  bbuutt
tthhee  ddrriivveerr  ppuunncchheess  oouutt  aanndd  KKiinngg
NNeeppttuunnee  llooggss  aa  ssttrriikkee  ffiigghhtteerr  iinnttoo  hhiiss
iinnvveennttoorryy..  IInn  ddeeffeennssee  ooff  tthhee  ppiilloott,,  hhee
wwaass  aaddhheerriinngg  ttoo  tthhaatt  ccaarrddiinnaall  rruullee

eemmbbooddiieedd  iinn  tthhee  pphhrraassee  ““NNoo  oonnee
wwoouulldd  ccrriittiicciizzee  aa  ppiilloott  ffoorr  eejjeeccttiinngg  aatt
1100,,000000  ffeeeett  iiff  ssttiillll  oouutt  ooff  ccoonnttrrooll..””
BBuutt  tthheerree  wweerree  ssiiggnnss  tthhee  HHoorrnneett
wwoouulldd  pprroobbaabbllyy  hhaavvee  mmaaddee  iitt..
AAiirrssppeeeedd  wwaass  iinnccrreeaassiinngg  aanndd  nnoossee
aattttiittuuddee  wwaass  ssttaabbiilliizziinngg..

TThhee  ppiilloott  ggoott  iinnttoo  aa  ffiixx  ttoo  bbeeggiinn
wwiitthh  wwhheenn  hhee  ttrriieedd  aa  ttaaccttiiccaall  vveerrttii --
ccaall  mmaanneeuuvveerr  wwiitthh  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  aaiirr--
ssppeeeedd..  BBeetttteerr  iinnssttrruummeenntt  ssccaann
wwoouullddaa  hheellppeedd..  AAllssoo,,  eevveenn  tthhoouugghh
hhee  wwaass  ““ddeeffeennssiivvee,,””   hhee  ppeerrcceeiivveedd
hhee  wwaass  ffaasstteerr  aanndd  iinn  bbeetttteerr  ttaaccttiiccaall
sshhaappee  tthhaann  hhee  rreeaallllyy  wwaass..
SSiittuuaattiioonnaall  aawwaarreenneessss  iiss  mmoorree  tthhaann
kknnoowwiinngg  wwhhaatt’’ ss  ggooiinngg  oonn  aarroouunndd
yyoouu..  IItt’’ ss  kknnoowwiinngg  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ppiicc--
ttuurree——eessppeecciiaallllyy  yyoouurr  aaiirrccrraafftt..  IItt’’ ss
ll iikkee  bbaattttll iinn’’   tthhaatt  oolldd  ddeemmoonn,,  vveerrttii --
ggoo;;  yyoouu  ggoottttaa  rreeaadd  tthhee  iinnssttrruummeennttss
aanndd  ttrruusstt  ’’ eemm..  II  aaddmmiitt,,  ssuunn  ggllaarree  aatt
aa  ccrriittiiccaall  ppooiinntt  iinn  tthhee  mmaanneeuuvveerr
ddiiddnn’’ tt  hheellpp..

BBoottttoomm  lliinnee::  tthhee  HHoorrnneett ggoott  aahheeaadd
ooff  tthhiiss  ppiilloott..  IItt  sshhoouullddaa  bbeeeenn  tthhee
ootthheerr  wwaayy  aarroouunndd..
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