
When you hear the
name China Lake,
Calif., chances are the
first thing that comes

to mind is the long heritage of test-
ing and development of cutting-edge
weapons systems that began in 1943.
The tradition continues today at
what is now known as Naval Air
Weapons Station (NAWS), China
Lake. Less well known is the Naval
Weapons Test Squadron, China
Lake. Formerly the NAWS Aircraft
Department, the test squadron,
known as the Dust Devils, stood
up on 8 May 1995, and
provides flight and
ground test support
for the fixed- and
rotary-wing aircraft

used in testing weapons and
weapons systems at China Lake.

On 9 and 10 October 1997, the
Dust Devilsopened their doors to
Navy and Marine tactical aviators
and commands for the inaugural
Developmental Weapons
Symposium, designed to familiarize
the fleet with the China Lake
weapons programs. Almost 100

attendees from across the country
enjoyed static displays, briefs by
subject matter experts and tours of
the testing ranges and facilities.
Demonstration flights in various
F/A-18 Hornetmodels—including
one that is unique to the Dust Devils,
an F/A-18D outfitted with E/F Super
Hornetavionics—provided visiting
aviators first-hand exposure to many
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missile systems, such as the
AIM-9X Sidewinder, Joint
Stand-Off Weapon, Joint
Direct Attack Munition and
Advanced Tactical
Information Management

System.
The Dust Devils

plan to conduct
the symposium

annually, creating a new
tradition that will continue
to give tactical aviators the
unique opportunity to get
a sneak preview of the
weapons of the future. 

Mr. Cupido is a professional photog-
rapher based in Riverside, Calif. Ms.
Karppi is Associate Editor of Naval
Aviation News.
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AA  3355--ffoooott--ttaallll  ggoorriillllaa  ccaappttuurreedd  tthhee  aatttteennttiioonn  ooff  aarrrriivviinngg  gguueessttss  aatt  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aannnnuuaall  DDeevveellooppmmeennttaall
WWeeaappoonnss  SSyymmppoossiiuumm  hhoosstteedd  bbyy  tthhee  NNaavvaall  WWeeaappoonnss  TTeesstt  SSqquuaaddrroonn  ((NNWWTTSS)),,  CChhiinnaa  LLaakkee,,  CCaalliiff..
BBrriieeffss  bbyy  ssuubbjjeecctt  mmaatttteerr  eexxppeerrttss——ssuucchh  aass  LLtt..  TToodddd  HHiicckkeerrssoonn,,  JJooiinntt  DDiirreecctt  AAttttaacckk  MMuunniittiioonn  pprroojjeecctt  ooffffii--
cceerr,,  aabboovvee——aanndd  ssttaattiicc  ddiissppllaayyss,,  bbeellooww,,  ffaammiilliiaarriizzeedd  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  wwiitthh  tthhee  wweeaappoonnss  pprrooggrraammss  iinn
pprrooggrreessss  aatt  CChhiinnaa  LLaakkee..  DDeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn  fflliigghhttss  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  NNWWTTSS FF//AA--1188  mmooddeellss,,  ttoopp,,  aanndd  aann  FF//AA--1188DD
oouuttffiitttteedd  wwiitthh  EE//FF  mmooddeell  aavviioonniiccss,,  ooppppoossiittee,,  aalllloowweedd  vviissiittiinngg  aavviiaattoorrss  uunniiqquuee  hhaannddss--oonn  eexxppeerriieennccee  wwiitthh
sseevveerraall  mmiissssiillee  ssyysstteemmss..


