
TToommccaatt  FFoooolleerryy
An F-14 Tomcatlaunched from the

carrier on a functional check flight,
which entailed conducting a negative-G
check. During the briefing, the pilot
stated he wanted to remain wings level,
pull about 30 degrees nose up and then
push over, instead of rolling the aircraft
into an inverted and wings-level attitude
to commence the check as called for by
test procedures and Naval Air Training
and Operating Procedures Standardi-
zation (NATOPS).

At 25,000 feet and .7 indicated
Mach number (IMN), the pilot raised
the nose 20 degrees above the horizon,
bunting it just a bit to let it stabilize,
then started the unload. Initially, he felt
the unload was insufficient to get a
good negative-G check; his helmet was
touching but was not being pressed
against the canopy as he had expected.
Similarly, the radar intercept officer
(RIO) felt the unload was less than one
negative G because he was able to pull
himself down into the seat with
one hand.

The nose of the F-14 was 10
degrees above the horizon and
coming down when the aircraft
rolled fast to the left. The pilot
recognized the abnormal move-
ment and as the aircraft reached
60 degrees left angle of bank,
slightly nose low, he applied
right stick to counter the roll. He
was also holding constant for-
ward stick. He then removed his
hands from the stick because the
aircraft was not responding to his
inputs.

The Tomcatcontinued to roll
left and as it passed through 90
degrees left wing down, the pilot
reduced throttles to idle. The F-
14 departed and entered a spin.
About two seconds transpired
from commencement of the roll
to departure into the spin.
Initially, the crew felt it was in
an upright spin due to the F-14’s
attitude prior to the departure.

“We are inverted,” the pilot
transmitted, “AOA’s [angle of
attack] all black, stick’s back.”
The turn needle was pegged full
left. Altitude was 23,000 feet.

The pilot put in full aft stick and full
right rudder. The airspeed needle moved
swiftly toward zero. An electrical surge
followed and the left stall light came on
but without an associated tone. The
crew was experiencing about two
negative Gs at this point. The spin arrow

appeared on the tactical information dis-
play. Direction of the spin was difficult
to determine due to sun shining on the
instruments. Electrical power—and
communications—were then lost. The
airspeed needle remained pegged on
zero. Altitude was now 15,000 feet.

Passing 10,000 feet, the RIO jetti-
soned the canopy and initiated ejection,
which was successful for both flyers.
The aircraft crashed and sank in the sea.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

MMyy  aacchhiinn’’   bbaacckk!!  WWhhaatt’’ss  aallll  tthhiiss  ffrreeee--
llaanncciinn’’   aabboouutt??

NNAATTOOPPSS  sseezz  tthhee  nneeggaattiivvee--GG  cchheecckk
sshhoouulldd  bbee  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd  aatt  2255,,000000  ffeeeett,,  ..7755
IIMMNN,,  iinn  aann  iinnvveerrtteedd,,  wwiinnggss--lleevveell  aattttii--
ttuuddee..  TThhee  ppiilloott  bbrriieeffeedd  hhee  wwoouulldd  ppeerr--
ffoorrmm  tthhee  cchheecckk  uupprriigghhtt  wwiitthh  aa  ppuullll--uupp
ffoolllloowweedd  bbyy  aa  nneeggaattiivvee--GG  ppuusshhoovveerr..

AAfftteerr  tthhee  aacccciiddeenntt,,  tthhee  ppiilloott  ssaaiidd  hhee
hhaadd  hheeaarrdd  aabboouutt  tthhee  eennttrryy  pprroocceedduurree
wwhhiillee  ttaallkkiinngg  wwiitthh  ppiilloottss  iinn  aa  pprreevviioouuss
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ccoommmmaanndd  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  yyeeaarrss  eeaarrlliieerr,,  bbuutt
ccoouullddnn’’ tt  rreemmeemmbbeerr  eexxaaccttllyy  wwhheenn  oorr
wwiitthh  wwhhoomm!!

TTuurrnnss  oouutt  tthhee  ppiilloott’’ss  rreeaassoonniinngg  wwaass
bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  mmiissiinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  aa  11998866
mmiisshhaapp  iinn  wwhhiicchh  hhee  bbeelliieevveedd  aa  ddeeppaarrttuurree
ooccccuurrrreedd  uussiinngg  tthhee  iinnvveerrtteedd  eennttrryy  ffoorr  tthhee
cchheecckk..  HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhaatt  ddeeppaarrttuurree
ooccccuurrrreedd  dduurriinngg  aa  ppuusshhoovveerr  mmaanneeuuvveerr..
TThhee  ppiilloott  hhaadd  aallssoo  eexxpprreesssseedd  aa  ddeessiirree  ttoo
aavvooiidd  tthhee  uunnuussuuaall  aattttiittuuddee  ooff  bbeeiinngg
iinnvveerrtteedd..  TThhee  ppiilloott  bbeelliieevveedd  tthhee  uupprriigghhtt
ppuusshhoovveerr  wwaass  lleessss  ddyynnaammiicc..  BBuutt  iinnvveessttii--
ggaattoorrss  nnootteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  uupprriigghhtt  ppuusshhoovveerr  iiss
mmoorree  ddyynnaammiicc  iinn  tthhaatt  iitt  iinnvvoollvveess  aa  hhiigghh--
eerr  ppiittcchh  rraattee  tthhaann  tthhee  ssttaannddaarrdd  mmaanneeuu--
vveerr..  TThhee  uupprriigghhtt  mmaanneeuuvveerr  aallssoo  lleeaaddss  ttoo
aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  nneeggaattiivvee  GG  aatt  aaiirrssppeeeeddss
bbeellooww  tthhee  pprreessccrriibbeedd  mmaanneeuuvveerr,,  aallllooww--
iinngg  ssttaallll  aatt  lloowweerr  nneeggaattiivvee--GG  llooaaddss..

TThhee  hhiigghheerr  aaiirrssppeeeedd  aanndd  lloowweerr  ppiittcchh
rraatteess  iinnhheerreenntt  iinn  tthhee  NNAATTOOPPSS  pprrooccee--
dduurree  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  aalllloowweedd  aa  ggrreeaatteerr  mmaarr--
ggiinn  ooff  rreessiissttaannccee  ttoo  ddeeppaarrttuurree..  AAnndd  ffoorr
tthhee  lliiffee  ooff  OOllee  GGrraammppss,,  wwhhyy  ddiidd  tthhee
RRIIOO  ggoo  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  nnoonnssttaannddaarrdd
mmeetthhoodd??  HHaadd  hhee  ssppookkeenn  uupp,,  tthhaatt  FF--1144
mmiigghhtt  ssttiillll  bbee  iinn  tthhee  iinnvveennttoorryy..

BByy  tthhee  wwaayy,,  NNAATTOOPPSS  ssttaatteess  ““ rreeccoovv--
eerryy  ffrroomm  aann  iinnvveerrtteedd  ssttaallll  iiss  ppeerrffoorrmmeedd
bbyy  aappppllyyiinngg  ffuullll  aafftt  ssttiicckk,,  wwhhiillee  nneeuuttrraall--
iizziinngg  llaatteerraall  ssttiicckk,,  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo  ppoossiittiivvee--
GG  fflliigghhtt..  RReeccoovveerryy  ffrroomm  nneeggaattiivvee--GG
ccoonnddiittiioonnss  wwiillll  
uussuuaallllyy  ooccccuurr  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy..”

TTuurrnn  aanndd  TTiipp

After launching from the ship, an
SH-60B Seahawkwas asked by con-
trollers to visually identify three con-
tacts near the helo’s flight path. While
approaching the contacts, the aircraft
descended below the squadron’s altitude
minimum of 50 feet over the water. Sea
state was two to four feet. The copilot
expressed concern, but the pilot contin-
ued descent to 10 feet with airspeed
approximately 110 knots. The copilot
questioned this additional descent and
the pilot climbed to 30 feet.

Noticing a large oil rig, the pilot jok-
ingly asked if they should fly under it.
The copilot said they should not and the
pilot turned the Seahawktoward the
frigate, increasing altitude. Several
miles from the ship the SH-60B
descended again, well below 50 feet.
The copilot cautioned the pilot that this
was too low. One of the crew members
transmitted, “This isn’t low. I’ve seen
wheels in the water.” The copilot

responded, “No, we don’t want to see
wheels in the water.”

When the sensor operator stated the
helo was at 10 feet, the pilot replied that
it was just a wave that caused the low
reading on the radar altimeter.
Subsequently, the sensor operator asked
the passenger if his Servicemen’s Group
Life Insurance (SGLI) was paid up. The
copilot offered that his wife would be
able to buy the car she wanted with the
insurance money. The copilot felt that
the pilot took it as a challenge to go
lower every time something was said
about being too low.

The contacts were identified and the
Seahawkcontinued to the ship. The
pilot approached the frigate from a
point 30 to 40 degrees forward of the
starboard beam, intending to make a
perpendicular pass aft of the flight deck.
Moments later, however, the pilot made
a sharp right 40-degree angle-of-bank
turn into the ship. The maneuver star-
tled the copilot who anticipated the
flight path to place the helo aft of the
ship by 50 yards. Instead, it was aimed
at and nearly over the aft end of the
ship. The copilot yelled, “Power!
Power!” just as the first main rotor
blade struck a glancing blow to a deck
net frame before it impacted the side of
the ship, tearing off nine inches of the
blade’s tip cap. The second blade swept
the flight deck, bending and buckling
the tip cap, although it remained intact.

The sensor operator called a mayday
and requested emergency flight quar-
ters. The Seahawkclimbed to 100 feet.
The copilot remarked that the aircraft
behaved as if it were experiencing a
rotor damper system failure. Never-

theless, the pilot retained control and
landed without further damage to the
Seahawk.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

TThheessee  ffoollkkss  aarree  lluucckkyy  tthheeyy  ddiiddnn’’ tt  ggeett
ddeeppoossiitteedd  iinnttoo  tthhee  ddeeeepp  ssiixx——ffoorr
eetteerrnniittyy..  TThhee  ppiilloott  wwaass  nnootteedd  ffoorr
ffllyyiinngg  ttoooo  llooww  oonn  ppaasstt  fflliigghhttss,,

aanndd  aa  ssaaffeettyy  ssttaannddddoowwnn  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhiiss
mmiisshhaapp  aaddddrreesssseedd  ssuucchh  hhaazzaarrddss..  DDiiddnn’’ tt
mmaatttteerr..  HHee  kkeepptt  uupp  wwhhaatt  tthhee  aacccciiddeenntt
rreeppoorrtt  ccaalllleedd  ““ rriisskkyy  bbuussiinneessss,,””   aannootthheerr
pphhrraassee  ffoorr  ““ ffllaatthhaattttiinngg..””

IInn  ddeeffeennssee  ooff  tthhee  ppiilloott,,  hhee’’dd  bbeeeenn  iinn
aa  ccuummbbeerrssoommee  eexxppoossuurree  ssuuiitt  ffoorr  oovveerr
ssiixx  hhoouurrss,,  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  aatt  tthhee  ccoonnttrroollss  ffoorr
55..77  ooff  tthhee  66--hhoouurr  fflliigghhtt,,  aanndd  ffoorr  nnoouurriisshh--
mmeenntt  hhee’’dd  ccoonnssuummeedd  oonnllyy  ttwwoo  bbaaggss  ooff
cchhiippss  aanndd  aa  ssooddaa..  FFaattiigguuee  ++  oovveerrccoonnffii--
ddeennccee  ++  hheeaavvyy  wwoorrkkllooaadd  ++  llaacckk  ooff  ccrreeww
ccoooorrddiinnaattiioonn  ==  ddeeaaddllyy  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonn..

NNaavvaall  AAvviiaattiioonn  iiss  nnoo  ssttrraannggeerr  ttoo  ddaarrkk
hhuummoorr..  TThhee  jjoovviiaall  rreeffeerreenncceess  ttoo  SSGGLLII
aanndd  bbuuyyiinngg  ccaarrss  wwiitthh  tthhee  iinnssuurraannccee  sseett--
ttlleemmeennttss  wwiillll  pprroobbaabbllyy  aallwwaayyss  bbee  wwiitthh
uuss..  WWhhaatt  wwoorrrriieess  GGrraammppss  iiss  hhooww  cclloossee
tthheessee  ffoollkkss  ccaammee  ttoo  ddooiinngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn..
TThhaatt  sstteeeepp  ttuurrnn  aaccrroossss  tthhee  ttaaiill  eenndd  ooff  tthhee
ffrriiggaattee  mmuussttaa  bbeeeenn  ssoommeetthhiinn’’   ttoo  sseeee——
mmuucchh  lleessss  lliivvee  tthhrroouugghh..

AAnndd  sskkiimmmmiinn’’   aalloonngg  tthhee  wwaavvee  ttooppss,,
aass  tthhiiss  SSeeaahhaawwkk wwaass,,  iiss  ttrraaddiinn’’   ppeerriill  ffoorr
tthhrriillllss..  ’’TTaaiinn’’ tt  wwoorrtthh  iitt..  NNeevveerr  iiss..
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