






































he S-3A Viking was last featured on

the cover of Maval Aviation News
in October 1978. That issue discussed
the preceding four-year period during
which the carrier-based, fixed wing
ASW community had completed the
Viking’s introduction into the fleet,
all of the 11 operational VS squad-
rons had made at least one deploy-
ment, and the S-3A production line
had been closed. The impact of
operating an aircraft that was a quan-
tum leap in capabilities over its prede-
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