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REfi.R ;\DMIRAL SANUEL E. MORISON 
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE, RETIRED 

Samuel Eliot Morison, son of John H. and Euily Marshall (Eliot) Morison, 
was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on July 9, 168i. He attended Noble's 
School at Boston, and St. Paul's at Concord, New Ha1:ipshire, before entering 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, from which he was graduated with 
a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1903. He studied at the Ecole des Science 
Politiques, Paris, france, in 1908-1909, and returned to Harvard for post
craduate work, recdvio8 the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 1912. There
after he becaoe In1tructor first at the University of California in Berkeley, 
and in 1915 at Harvard he becaue Instructor, Lecturer and Professor of History. 
Except for three years (1922-1925) when he was Harnsworth Professor of American 
History at the University of Oxford, England, and his period of active duty dur
ing Horld War II, he Ww;. rer,1ained continuously at Harvard University, now- !uiae 
)?rofe.ss.oJ£Ji'me:i:~tus. ,,~ AA..,J f l.~A· A. £' -fJ.~,_ .... .::ot,,~, •- ... k"-~ :,.,. /Oi ~:;·r,--- V't/·~~~trt..-. !' ·· ·4~ .er!(;t,. -, " · ~ ;-- .. •""\' --t'.~-.- 1 ~ VVl ·-, 

He had World War I service as a private in the U. S. Aroy, but not over
seas. As he had done sooe prelioinary studies on Finland for Colonel House's 
Inquiry, he was detailed froo the Array in January 1919 and attached to the Rus
sian Division of the Ar:1erican C0Drr1ission to Negotiate Peace, at Paris, his 
specialty being Finland and the Baltic States. He served as the American 
Delegate on the ilaltic Comr~ission of the Peace Conference until June 17, 1919, 
and shortly after returned to the United States. He became a full Professor 
at Harvard in 1925, and was appointed to the Jonathan Truobull Chair in 1940. 
He also taught American History at Johns Hopkins University in 1941-1942. 

"' 
Living up to his seagoing background - he has sailed in small boats .an&-~ 

/' 

coastal craft all his life - in 1939-1940 he orgonized and, as Cor:@GJ<l6re', com-
r:ianded the Harvard Coluobus Exp$tition which retraced the f~t'"~;;-oya8] of --:,s 
Colunbus in the sailin8 ships, oarkentine CAPITANA and ketch Mf\RY OTIS. After 
crossin[; the Atlantic under sail to Spain and back, and exanining all the shores 
visited by Colunbus in the Caribbean, he wrote Admiral of the Ocean Sea, an . 
outstandin~ biographY, o.f Colur:1bus, which \-mn _a ~ulit#~~ Prize in 19~~ -i';L( A .. "J\:? 

o· ?-; v t-iltc •Jt1~ tf\..... /l<(\_p/[,R/j,,,. ,~; &i'fH'~~1{ .. ~,·;, ({i,,:_,.1!r,~-_ , -~.t:~~ -- Y~:().f~: t.i;:,:~~Jv., .. _::.::t:t9~-~-;-~~0 / t:vi~c./-
Shortly ofter the UniteJ States ; entered World War II, Dr. Morison pro-.. -· ;; ..--t ,.."< 

rosed to his friend, President Roosevelt, to write the operational history of f"""--f.r,. __ _ 
the U. S. Navy frora the inside, by taking part in operations and writing theo ,. _ J 

... •~r"··· • 
up afterwards. The idea appealed to the President and to Secretary of the 
Navy Frank Knox, and on Hay S, 1942, Dr. Morison was cor.rr;iissioned Lieutenant 
Co1;;oander, U. S. Naval Reserve, and was called at once to active duty. He 
subsequently advanced to the rank of Captain on December 15, 1945. His trans
fer to the Honorary Retired List of the Naval Reserve becaoe effective on 
August 1, 1951, when he was pronoted to Rear Adoiral on the basis of coobat 
awards. 

In July-August 1942 he sailed with Cor.rr:iander Destroyer Squadron THIRTEEN 
(Captain John B. Heffernan, USN), in the USS BUCK, flagship, on convoy duty 
in the Atlantic. In October of that year in the USS BROOKLYN, with Captain 
Francis C. Denebrink, he participated in Operation TORCH (Allied landings in 
North and Northwestern Africa-Nover:iber B, 1942). In March 1943, while attached 
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to Pacific Fleet Forces, he visited Nouc en, Guadalcanal, Australia , and in 
' the WASHINGTON r.1ade a cruise with the late Vice Aduiral W. A. Lee, Jr. He 
also cruised around Papua in Motor Torpedo Doats, r:iade three trips up "the 
Slot" in the HONOLULU, flagship of Comf.1ander Cruisers, Pacific Fleet (Rear 
Adr.1iral W. L. Ainsworth, USN), and took part in the Battle of KoloDbangara 
before returning to the nainland. Again in the Pacific War Area in Septer;i.ber 
1943, he partic i pated in the Gilbert Islands operation on boar<l the USS DALTI
MORE under coonand of Captain Walter C. Calhoun, USN. For the renaindar of 
the winter he worked at Pearl Harbor, ~' and in the spring of 1944, again 
on board the USS HONOLULU, he participated'-i.p the Marianas operationf before ~ 
returnini:.; to the United States to write. ~--- '------e} ... . 

In Noveober 1944 he sailed for Europe in the cutter CA.~BELL with Captain 
W. A. P. Hartin, USN, Cor.a"1ander of a convoy escort group. He left the CAMPBELL 
at Gibraltar to visit scenes of recent action in Italy and France, and flew 
back to the United States in January 1945. In February he joined the USS 
TENNESSEE, coomanded by Captain Heffernan , and flagship of Comnander of the 
Gunfire and Covering Force (Rear Adoiral Morton L. Deyo, USN). Durins the 
aophibious assault upon and subsequent conquest of Okinawa he witnessed ..J:fte- /."1-"~·k1.J· 

~f actio~ exp%ee ~--the eneuy~ attack. He later visited Iwo Jima and the Philip- / 
pines 9,nd spent sooe ti1;i.e ,.war king on files in Guan. 

Cl 11 ( ·( '/.L ,, / (~#1'') 
• ' ~•t. ··. In July 1945 he returncu again to the United States to work. Released to 

inactive duty in Septeraber 1946, he returned to duty at Harvard, i~iaintaining 

an office in the Navy Departuent under the Director of Naval Records and History, 
to continue his work on the History £i ei. United States Naval Operations in 

()_,. .. ·-- World War II, ..p-J anne~Ve=a---sru;J.iu.~~~Q.L.,&J;>~l~==-=""'e:,/ 
c) ~~955-.- The introduction to the history was ~ritten by Cor.;nodore Dudley 

W. Knox, USN, Retired , and in a preface to the first volur.1C~ , the Secretary of 
the Navy has nade it clear that the author, not the Navy, is responsible for 
the work. He was assisted froo tine to time by various Naval Reserve officers 
fti.pd, other~_~ersoaael who had active~uty dur·ns the war.-ticri0d. 64,, /"htt.t cA / /~t3 ,,e... 
~IU/i(ffL~,_f ~....,.._, ~~ ~ ~ /r;rmt;, lt.'L'.1 U.~<J ',,:/:r (~. 
flJ/l,y, S"'/ 7J,-O) c:{A /Y' JS- ~Q~ ,c.J...v.,/.-v,.,.,, /h f.1-.AA..t-;.,..._.. ~J.. • r 
~· · 0 he' v01.llbes 1th actual dates /of publication (by Little , Brown & Co., 
Boston) are as follows: 

I The Battle of the Atlantic, September 1939-May 1943 
II Operations in North African Waters, October 1 ~42-June 1943 

III The Rising Sun in the Pacific, 1931-April 1942 (Bancroft 
Prize) 

IV Coral Sea, Midway and Subnarine Act i ons , Hay 1942-Aug 19Lf2 
V The StruEg le for Guadalcanal , Ausust 1S42-February 1943 

VI Dreakin8 the Bisnarcks Barrier, March 1943-June 1944 
VII The Conquest of Micronesia, 1943-1944 

VIII New Guinea and the Marianas, 1944 
IX Sicily--Salerno--lmzio, June 1943-June 1944 
X The Atlantic Battle Won, June 1943-Hay 1945 

XI The Invasion of France and Germany, 1944-1945 
XII Leyte, 1944-1945 

XIII The Liberation of the Philippines, 1944-1945 
XIV Victory in the Pacific , 1945 

XV S~p.lement a~d eneral Inde~~~-r- stratecy and~~~ > /qW· 

1947 
1946 

19413 
1949 
1949 
1950 
195 1 
1953 
1954 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1959 
1960 
1962 
~ 
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Rear ~dmiral Morison was awarded the Legion of Merit, with Combat Distin
guishing Device "V." In addition, he has the Victory Medal (World 1·.far I); the 
l\merican Camplti.gn Medal; European- ~tfricrui-Mi.ddle Eastern Campaign Medal; flsia
tic-Pacific Ca.r.ipaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; and the Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon. He has seven engagement stars on his area ribbons. He also 
has the Vuelo Panamericano Medal awarded by the Republic of Cuba in 1943,~~ /l/Jt; 

w_,,0'~~ created Cavaliero Ufficiale of the Italian order, " 111 Merito / · 
della Republica." 

He married Miss Elizabeth S. Greene of Boston, Massachusetts, in 1910, 
who died on \ugust 20, 19450 Their children are: Elizabeth (wife of Edward 
Spingarn, former Captain, US~); Enily (wife of Brooks Beck, former Lieutenant 
Commander, USNR); Peter Greene Morison (former Lieutenant, R."tlJVR, later cl!4l£GPr C,,1!-~~ 

J.)P-!t); and Cath:irine Morison_.•, ·, On Decenber 29, 1949, he married Mrs. Priscilla 
/ Barton Shackelford of Baltimore, Maryland. They reside at 44 Brir.imer Street, 

/ Boston 8, Massachusetts. 
/ 

Dro Morison is author of a nUI!lber of other works and textbooks, including: 
Life of Harrison Gray Otis (1913); Maritime History of Massachusetts (1921); 

x:./ O~ford History of the United States (1927); Builders of the Bay Colony (1930); 
Tercentennia l History of Hnrvard University (awarded Jusserand Medal and Loubat h ··,·-,, ~--?~}~~L ~9]_.Q-:]_6) _; Growth of th~~gnericnn Republic (with Henry Steele Co:mnager) 

J t.'•" [1937- in i~ edition, l~); Portugeso Voyages to fir'.lerica. (1940) ; Admiral 
of the Ocean Sea (1942)(awnrded Pulitzer Prize for biography); Roponakcrs of 
Plymouth (1950 ) o He is at present writing a one~volur.10 naxrord History of the 
71merican Peoplo," c:J.Pl-1 11TLio.-DweCJ'1 \if,n ,~i;;io®.r.i.~d_.~t~ af ~ ~~-il~ol-~'1~ 

+.l-:i:vy- iti·~l'tl~·;;,~~t~~~"'M'ft~tory. 

He is e1itor of the 7\mericnn Neptune and the New England Qunrterly, and 
of a new edition of Willi&.! Bradford 1s History of Plymouth Plantntion. In 1960 
he was aw:trded his second Pulitzer Prize for his biography of John Paul Jones, 
publishe d in 1959 ~ He has recently been nwnrded the Enerson-Thoreau Medal of 
the nmeric::m 1'.cndemy of Arts :md Science.s bp nd the Gol? Medal of th~ National_ . . /-
Insti tµte of Art.s . nnd Letters. U{i;'* if£J~/:J~~ ~~. ~ ~ c~~lf!:W 
~'Qi ?bt~~ ~u~ frJt:m ~f- fl!~ C*-~ Ci/m.t-va~ Jl-U,f-ev-/ ~ .. _,':'? 

'"D~r dist inctions: He has 1Jeen Wresident of the 7\merican Historical ''.:l · 

71.ssociation (1950), and of the l\nerican 7\ntiquarian Society ~~ 19381; VJ.s:.~ /!r·Cvt/L.y 
/ ~reside:it (-,;ff~t·) of the Navnl Historic a~ Found~tion, ~· of t?e Colon- ., ' 

ial Society of Mnss.qchusetts; Fellow of ..,\the ~.oericnn Philosophical Societyl• t-'?..f 
~erica;:i i\c .'ldomy of Arts and Sciencest'°the British Academy; and the Royal i\cad
emy of History, Mach:·id; and is an horiorary r.iember of the Massn.chusetts Histori
c:=tl Society, an~ of the ~ooiety. of tbe:/Oiociimnt~.l~~~~~~-~,~~~ ; ,. and a mem-
ber of the Charitable Irish Society. 1'. · 

He has r 8ceived honorary degrees fron Trinity College , Hartford (1935); 
i\mherst College (1936); Union College (1939); Harvard Uni varsity (1936); Colun
bia University (1942); Yale University (1949); Willians College (1950); Univer
sity of Oxford (1951);~\ and College of the Holy Cross (1962). He is a menber of 
the l\rny-Navy Club, Wa · ngton; H;:i.rvard Club, New York; St. Botolph Club and 
Somerset Club, Boston;: and l\.thonaeum, London. 

, 

Office of Informati0n (Biogs. Br.) 23 January 1963 
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