LENAH SUTCLIFFE HIGBEE
FORMER SUPERINTENDENT, NAVY NURSE CORPS
.U. S. NAVY, DECEASED

Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee was born in Chatam New Brunswick,
Canada, on May 18, 1874, BShe was graduated in nurclng from the
New Yorlk Post Graduate Hospital,in 1899, and shortly after, mar-
ried Lieutenant Colonel J. H, ngbee, U, S, Marine Corps, After
Colonel Higbee's death in April 1908, she resumed her nursing

career and took a post graduate course at Fordham Hospital, New
York. ‘Upon completion of this course, she was appointed Nurse
-in the Navy Nurse Corps, and reported for duty at the U, S. Naval
Hospital, Washington, D, C., In April 1909 che wag promoted to
Chief Nurcc, U, 5, Navy, and was transferred to the Naval Hospital,
Norfolk, Virginia.

On January 20, 1911, Mre, Higbee was appointed Superintend-
ent of the Navy Nur@e Corpe and returned to duty in Washington in
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. She held thisg position, the,
gecond &9 named, until ghe wasg honorably discharged from the Naval
Service, at her own request, on November 30, 1922,

For World War I Service, she wag awarded the Navy Cross,
Mrs, Higbee was the only woman ever to be presented the Navy Cross,
The citation follows:

"For distinguished gervice in thc line of her pro-
feggion and unusual and congpicuous devotion to
duty ag Superintendent of the Navy Nurse Corps."

Mre, Higbee died on January 10, 1941 at Winter Park, Florida,
and ig buried in Arlington National Cemotery beside her huqband

A Deqtrﬁyer the USS HIGBEE, has been named in her honor.
Her sister, Mres, A, M, Wheaton, Wolfv1lle, Nova Scotia, Canada,
christened the vessel, 1aunched at the Bath Iron Works Corporatlon,
Bath, Maine, on Ngvember 13, 1944, The USS HIGBEE served gallantly
in the Pﬂ01fic during the latter period »f World War II,
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