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La All bodies were in extremely bad condition and had been dead

for an estimated 4 or 5 days, Some had life jackets and life belts, most had
nothing, Most of the bodies were completely naked, and the others had just
drawers or dungaree trousers on =~ only three of the 28 bodies recovered had
shirts on, Bodles were horribly bloated and decomposed - recognition of faces
would heve been impossible, About half of the bodies were shark-bitten, some
to such a degrece that they more nearly resembled skeletons, From one to four
sherks were in the immediate area of the ship at all times. At one time, two
sharks were attacking a body not more than fifty yards from the ship, and con-
tinued to do so until driven off by rifle fire, For the most part it was im-
possible to get finger prints from the bodies as the skin had come off the
hands or the hands lacerated by sherks, Skin was removed from the hands of
bodies containing no identification, when possible, and the Medical Officer
will dehydrate the skin and attempt to meke lsgible prints, Al1l personal ef-
fects removed from the bodies for purposes of identification, and the Medical
Officer!s Reports are forwarded herewith to you in lieu of the Bureau of Medi=-
cine and Surgery and the Personal Effects Distribution Center, Farragui, Idaho,
on the assumption that you will agsemble such cffects from all ships recovering
them. After examination, all bodies were sunk, using two inch line and a
weight of three 5"/38 cal, projectiles. There were still more bodies in the
area when darkness brought a close to the gruesome operationg for the day, In
all, twenty-eight bodies were examined and sunk, The last bodies were picked
up in position Lat, 11%26! N, Long. 132037t E,

5e Information on the bodies now available is as follows, bedies
being numbered in the order they were recovered:

(1) Bamkspalw, T. Leon, [N ~
?

HICKEY, Henry Todd, USNR,
STRIFE, Willimn:ﬁungggs:iiiilllf.
MASSIER, George Racade,

LATIMER, William S,

JENSEN,

E.W.N. (had perfect tecth),.

HOV, Donald A,

GREEN, Robert U., [
KIEIN, R, J.
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Search for Survivors, Period 4=5 August 1945 = Report of, *
(19) 2 (tatoo on left upper arm - heart with an arrow through
it and name "Vers" in center).
5203 7/
21) LEWIS, Eugene Johnson m
(22) caom, L.E., R 0T
(23) GARDNER,
(24) Go S. Ac "'5.

(25)

(26)
(27)
(28)

C.C.E. ("E" could be any letter of last name because
p-ece torn from clothing between second "C" and
the nEn).

?

J.M. S,

MC HONE, O.

’

At 0530 on 6 August, received orders from OTC to proceed to g

[ - f

 /s/ A. F. Hollingsworth, -
" A. F. HOLLINGSWORTH,






