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Scope and Content Notes
These papers are arranged in three series. Series I: Correspondence is divided into three sections; Official Correspondence, General Correspondence and Charles Deering. Official Correspondence contains letters to Veeder from various firms he dealt with while working for the Navy. This work concerned the installation and inspection of electric lighting plants. These letters are arranged alphabetically by the name of the originating business or command. General Correspondence contains letters to Veeder from individuals or companies not included in Official Correspondence. These letters are arranged chronologically with one folder for undated letters. The third section of Series I consists of Charles Deering correspondence. These are all incoming with one outgoing letter. Charles Deering was a classmate of Veeder's at the Naval Academy. After serving for eight years on active duty, he resigned in 1881 at his father's request to enter the family business. He worked for William Deering & Co. and was secretary of the Deering Harvester Co. That company later merged with other firms in 1902 to form the International Harvester Co. of which Charles Deering was Chairman of the Board from 1904 to 1916.
Series II: Official Papers includes some of Veeder's fitness reports, leave of absence papers and duty orders. Also contained in this series are Veeder's promotion papers and papers pertaining to his retirement. Included in the retirement papers are letters written by Veeder and many of his associates while trying to restore him to the active list after his retirement.
The final series, Series III: Subject File, includes reports, correspondence, and other items arranged by subject. Box 4 contains two notebooks from Veeder's ~midshipman cruise in TUSCARORA and two from his days at the Naval Academy.
Biography
Commodore Veeder was born in New York in 1854. He entered the U. S. Naval Academy on September 24, 1868 and graduated May 31, 1873. Veeder was promoted to Ensign in July 1874 and spent his first tour on board USS TUSCARORA until 1875. In 1876 he served on the European Station in USS ALLIANCE and VANDALIA until he was ordered to the Torpedo Station in 1880 for torpedo instruction.
For the next three years, LT(jg) Veeder spent time in USS RICHMOND, PALOS and ASHUELOT when in 1884 he was sent to ordnance school.
After a year at ordnance school, he was promoted to Lieutenant and ordered on special duty with the Bureau of Navigation for the next four years. In 1890 LT Veeder was assigned to the Bureau of Equipment and Electric Lighting and also spent time on board USS ENTERPRISE and YORKTOWN. After three years in YORKTOWN, LT Veeder was ordered to the Bureau of Equipment in 1893.
During the next ten years Veeder was the Executive Officer of several ships including USS BANCROFT (1896) and SCINDIA (1898). He was promoted to Lieutenant Commander in 1899 and also commanded USS IRIS (1899) and USTS HARTFORD (1903).
In 1905, while attached to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland and Commanding Officer of HARTFORD, CDR Veeder was also the Officer in Charge of all vessels stationed in Annapolis.
In 1906 he assumed command of the US torpedo boat TALBOT in addition to his present duties. In 1907 he was promoted to Captain, detached from the Naval Academy and ordered to USS ALABAMA as Commanding Officer.
On June 30, 1913 CAPT Veeder was placed on the retired list of the U. S. Navy with the rank of Commodore. He fought the retirement and even sent a bill to Congress to restore him to the active list. This bill was passed in Congress but vetoed by President Taft.
Veeder spent most of his naval career on temporary or special duty on board several ships and at many of the eastern United States Navy Yards. His job was to oversee the installation and inspection of electric lighting plants that were being installed at these sites. He was often called back to shore duty due to "public demand" to work on such projects usually with the Bureau of Equipment and Electric- Lighting.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: CORRESPONDENCE

A. Official Correspondence - Letters to Ten Eyck D. W. Veeder from various firms; arranged alphabetically by business or command name


Broadway Theatre Company/Brush Electric Company


Department of the Navy - Bureau of Navigation


Edison United Manufacturing Company


The Electric Construction and Supply Company


Naval Inspector of Electric Lighting


Navy Department


New England Shipbuilding Company


Other Government Offices



1. Treasury Department



2. Navy Bureau of Medicine



3. Navy Bureau of Steam Engineering



4. Navy Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting

B. General Correspondence - arranged chronologically


1883 - 1899


1900 - 1913


No Date

C. Charles Deering - Incoming (and one outgoing) correspondence of Charles Deering

Series II: CAREER PAPERS

Fitness Reports
Box 2

Fitness Reports (cont)

Leave of Absence Papers

Orders
Box 3

Promotion Papers

Retirement

Series III: SUBJECT FILE

Coal

Legislation

Lighting Systems

Miscellaneous
Box 4

USS TUSCARORA (2 notebooks)

U. S. Naval Academy (2 notebooks)
