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Scope and Content Notes
The papers of Rear Admiral Mitchell Dudley Matthews, USN, are arranged in a general chronological order which reflects the progression of this officer's career, particularly during World War II.
The first two items concern the pre- and early war period and include material on Admiral Matthews' assignment in the office of the Supervising Inspector of Shipbuilding, Quincy, Massachusetts. Documents relating to Admiral Matthews' experiences in command of USS BUTLER (DD 636) and his command of USS BLAKELEY (DD 150), are sub-arranged by topic, beginning with three general folders followed by The Lookout newsletter and seven items on operations in the European Theater, including the escort of the French ships RICHELIEU and MONTCALM from Dakar in February 1943, the invasion of Sicily in July 1943, and the Normandy invasion in June 1944. The next BUTLER folder concerns her participation in Pacific Theater operations, where she served as Admiral Matthews' flagship as Commander, Mine Division 60, and the last is a miscellany relating to the BUTLER years.
Other ships on which Admiral Matthews served are represented, and there are several folders on his Mediterranean cruise in 1950. The final folder is a general miscellany.
Material that is too large for the folders has been described with related documents in the checklist and marked "oversize." These materials are stored separately, in flat boxes.
These papers consist of incoming and outgoing letters and memoranda, reports, dispatches, photographs, newspaper clippings, souvenir postcards, invitations, and calling cards from official visitors. The Lookout was a newsletter written mostly by the crew of BUTLER and contains light articles and poems about shipboard life. A collection of photographic print and negatives concerning the loss of the bow of USS BLAKELEY when she was torpedoed off the French island of Martinique in 1942 was transferred to the Curator Branch of the Naval History Division in March 1978. Other photographs, including those mounted in scrapbooks, remain in this file.
The collection includes additions from accession number 2005-127.
Biography

Rear Admiral Mitchell Dudley Matthew, U.S. Navy, retired, was born on June 3, 1903 in Maysville, Kentucky.  
Admiral Matthews, a graduate of the Maysville schools and a 927 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, served in the ARKANSAS, BRECKINRIDGE, and TARBELL after which h he completed two years of graduate work in Marine Engineering at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School, Annapolis.  His next duty ship, the destroyer LAMSON, took part in the search for Amelia Earhart during July-August 1937.

Admiral (then Lieutenant Command) Matthews was commanding the destroyer BLAKELEY when her bow was blown off by an enemy torpedo while patrolling off Martinique May 25, 1942.  He took the ship into Fort de France, Martinique and effected temporary repairs before proceeding under escort to Port Castries, St. Lucia, B.W.I.  There the ship was prepared for the trip to San Juan, Puerto Rico where a temporary bow was provided after which BLAKELEY proceeded to the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard for permanent repairs and eventual return to duty at sea.

From August 1942 to September 1944 Admiral Matthews commanded the new destroyer BUTLER, named for General Smedley D. Butler, USMC.  The BUTLER engaged in the Atlantic convoy runs to England, Ireland, and North Africa when not participating in the European invasions.  BUTLER was a gun-fire support ship at the invasion of Gela, Sicily and Utah Beach, Normandy, and was a carrier plane guard at the invasion of Southern France. During October and November 1944 Admiral Matthews commanded Destroyer Division 34 while it engaged in escort of convoy operations in the Atlantic and Mediterranean.
In December 1944 he assumed command of Mine Division 60 at Norfolk, Virginia and in January 1945 proceeded with it in the Pacific.  This division of destroyer-minesweepers was in the group which swept the Okinawan area while under enemy aircraft attacks for seven days before the initial landing on the main island on Easter (April 1, 1945).  After this phase of the invasion had been completed his ships performed destroyer-type duties and were effective in repelling kamikaze attacks.  His flagship, the BUTLER, the same ship he commissioned and commanded for so long, was damaged by these attacks on two separate occasions, the last putting her out of action forever.
Admiral Matthews commanded the attack transport RANDALL from September 1948 to July 1949 after which he was Commander Destroyer Squadron Fourteen from August 1949 to June 1950.  He commanded the destroyer repair ship MARKAB from August 1953 to June 1954.

On shore, Admiral Matthews was in the office of the Supervising Inspector of Shipbuilding, Quincy (Massachusetts) as Officer in Charge of Construction of minesweepers, sub-chasers, and tank lighters in Massachusetts and Rhode Island during the period July 1940 to February 1942.  He established the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps unit at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln in September 1945 and remained there as Professor of Naval Science until August 1948.  From August 1950 to July 1953 he was Supervising Inspector of Naval Material, Chicago.  He became Supervising Inspector of naval Material Northeastern with headquarters in New York City in July 1954 and continued in this capacity until he retired from active duty on October 31, 1957, with the rank of Rear Admiral, having been especially commanded for his performance of duty in actual combat.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
PRE-WORLD WAR II (1928-1941)

SCRAPBOOK (1941-1942)

This folder contains letters, photographs, newspaper clippings , and miscellaneous material chiefly concerning Shipbuilding and Admiral Matthews' duties in the office of the Supervising Inspector of Shipbuilding , Quincy, Massachusetts.
USS BLAKELEY (DD 150)


1. Correspondence (1942-1977, chiefly 1942). Contains incoming and outgoing letters, reports, memoranda, and articles concerning the torpedoing of USS BLAKELEY by a German submarine off Martinique on 25 May 1942. Admiral Matthews commanded this ship.


2. Newspaper clippings (1942-1943)


3. Scrapbook (1942-1943). Includes material on BLAKELEY and on the Caribbean area in general.
PROMOTIONS AND AWARDS (1943-1945)
Box 2
USS BUTLER (DD 636, DMS 29)


1. Correspondence (1942-1955). Contains incoming and outgoing letters , memoranda, dispatches, and reports concerning USS BUTLER and MinDiv 60 whose flagship was BUTLER. Included are the dispatch ordering Admiral Matthews to the ship and a draft of his statements made upon assuming command. Also included are letters and a photograph of the 1955 reunion of BUTLER'S crew, poems, and other related items.


2. Photographs (1942-1945). These are mostly photographs of the 15 August 1942 commissioning of BUTLER.


3. -The -Lookout (Apr 1943 - Jul 1944). This folder contains copies of the ship's newsletter nos. 1-18.


4. Dakar (Nov 1942 - Feb 1943). Includes orders and official memoranda concerning the escort of the French ships RICHELIEU and MONTCALM from Dakar to New York by American ships, including BUTLER. Also filed here are postcards, commercial photographs of Dakar, newspaper accounts of the convoy, and a poem by a crewman of BUTLER.


5. Sicily


a. folder 1 (Jun-Nov 1943). Here are memoranda, dispatches, orders, photographs, and newspapers clippings concerning the invasion of Sicily. Included are snapshots and related material on the recovery from a life raft of a German aviator.


b. folder 2 (1944-1970). This folder contains souvenirs of the Sicily operations found by Admiral Matthews in the Italian Army Headquarters at Monte Lungo, Gela, Sicily. Included are maps of Italian defenses and English translations of letters from a German woman to her soldier husband.



c. Oversize Material (Jul 1943). Includes maps and montages used by BUTLER at

the invasion of Gela, Sicily. (map case back of 108)

6. Normandy



a. folder 1 (1944-1972, chiefly 1944). Filed here is the Report of Operations for BUTLER, for 3-17 June 1944, copies of her log and deck log for 7 June, maps of Utah Beach, Cherbourg, and German defenses, and related material.



b. folder 2 (1944-1970). Here are magazine articles and newspaper clippings on the Normandy invasion and letters and related material concerning the 25th and 28th anniversaries of USS HERNDON, a sister ship of BUTLER, which also participated in the landings.



c. Oversize Material (1944). Includes maps used by BUTLER in the invasion and an air photo montage of Cherbourg. Also includes copies of the British Edition of Yank, the Army Weekly for July 1944.


7, MinDiv 60 (1945-1956). This folder contains messages, memoranda and letters concerning the ships of Mine Division 60, including BUTLER (redesignated DMS 29), operating in the Pacific. Most of the documents concern recommendations for awards for action in the Okinawa Campaign.

Box 3

8. Miscellaneous (1944). This folder contains a map of the Invasion of Southern France, Mediterranean and North Pacific War Maps, and instructions for religious seri9ces for burial at sea.
UNIFICATION QUESTION (1945-1946). Includes incoming and outgoing letters, including correspondence from Admiral Forrest P. Sherman, concerning the question of unification of the armed services. These letters were exchanged while Admiral Matthews directed the Naval Reserve Officer s Training Corps Unit at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska.
USS RANDALL (APA 224) (1948-1949). Contains photographs, newspaper clippings, emergency bills and other miscellaneous items relating t o Admiral Matthews' duty as commanding officer of the attack transport RANDALL.
MEDITERRANEAN CRUISE (1950)


1. folder 1. Contains instructions , naval messages, and the 1950 Mediterranean Cruise Log of USS GEORGE K. MACKENZIE, Admiral Matthews' flagship when he was commander, Destroyer Squadron Fourteen. USS POWER also served as Admiral Matthews' flagship during this cruise with the 6th Fleet.


2. folder 2. Contains incoming and outgoing letters, press releases, and some photographs.


3. folder 3. Filed here are newspaper clippings and souvenirs.


4. Scrapbook – Oversize. Contains photographs, particularly of the visit to Saudi Arabia and Gibraltar, some correspondence, newspaper clippings , postcards and other souvenirs.
USS MARKAB (AD 21) (1953-1954). Include s photographs, newsletters, and miscellaneous material relating to this ship while commanded by Admiral Matthews.
SUPINSMAT (1954-1959). Contains photographs, correspondence , and miscellaneous
items mainly concerning Admiral Matthews' last duty as Supervising Inspector of Naval Material Northeast with headquarters in New York City.
MISCELLANEOUS (1942-1960). This folder contains miscellaneous newspaper clippings, articles and other items. Included here is correspondence, including a letter from Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, Commander-in-Chief of the German Navy during World War II, concerning Admiral Doenitz's conviction at the war crimes trials.
Following data from Accession Number 2005-127

Box 4

1. Correspondence: 1945, 1964- 1965, 1973, 1977- 1980

2. Correspondence: 1981 - 1985

3. Newspaper and Magazine Articles on Foreign Policy
