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Scope and Content Notes
This collection of personal papers of Rear Admiral Robert Allen Joseph English, USN (1899-1969), was donated to the Navy by Admiral English' s family. Originally sent to the Office of Naval Intelligence for declassification, the documents were received in the Operational Archives of the Naval History Division (now Naval History and Heritage Command) on 16 April 1974.
The papers are particularly valuable for the information they contain on amphibious operations in Europe during World War II. The collection includes operation plans, summaries, estimates of air support, movements, and estimates of enemy forces for operations ANVIL (Allied operations in the Mediterranean against Southern France), AVALANCHE (the amphibious assault against Naples), HUSKY (invasion and operations in Sicily), JUPITER (plans to clear the entrance of the Port of Bordeaux), PRICEIES (pos t-HUSKY Mediterranean operations), and TORCH (Allied landings in North and Northwest Africa). Most of this material appears to have been collected by Admiral English while serving on the staffs of Commander, Amphibious Force, Atlantic Fleet (August 1942 - February 1943); Commander Allied Expeditionary Force (February-May 1943); Commander, U. S. Naval Force, Northwest African Waters (May 1943 - July 1944); Commander EIG'HI'H Fleet (July 1944 – April 1945); and Commander, U. S. Naval Forces France (April-November 1945).
Additional documents in the collection include some of Admiral English's correspondence, information on his appointments and awards received, naval manuals, and data regarding Operation in Antarctica (1946-1947).
Biography
Rear Admiral English was born 5 June 1899.  He was a graduate of the United States Naval Academy Class of 1922.  In 1932 he was detached to serve with Read Admiral Richard E. Byrd on his Antarctic II Expedition, serving as the captain of the “Bear of Oakland”.  During the Second World War he was on General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s staff.  He retired 1 April 1950 and died 1 August 1969.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
1. AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT: A History of the United States Navy's Participation in the Invasion of Sicily, Volume I. No date.

2. ANVIL OPERATION: ANVIL Naval Planning Memoranda (ANPM). Volumes I and II. 7 February 1944.

Directives and plans for carrying out Operation ANVIL, Allied operations in the Mediterranean against Southern France.
Box 2

3. ANVIL OPERATION: Preliminary Report of Invasion of Southern France, 9 August 1944 to 25 September 1944. 1 October 1944,

Preliminary report of the amphibious invasion of Southern France (2 copies).

4. ANVIL OPERATION: Correspondence. Official memoranda, letters, and dispatches relating to Operation ANVIL. December 1943 to August 1944.

5. ANVIL OPERATION: Naval Commander Western Task Force, Operation Plan No. 4-44, Annexes A, B, C.

Box 3

6. APPOINTMENTS: 2 January 1942 and 17 December 1943.

Admiral English's appointments as Commander (2 January 1942) and Captain (17 December 1943) in the U. S. Navy.

7. ATLANTIC FLEFT AMPHIBIOUS FORCE ((COMMAND CENTER): Training Orders. 1942-1943.

8. AVALANCHE OPERATION: Western Naval Task Force Operation Plan No. 7-43, 14 August 1943.

Operations Plans for Operation AVALANCHE, the amphibious assault against Naples in September 1943.

9. AVALANCHE OPERATION: Naval Operation Orders. 20 August 1943.

General outline and orders for Operation AVALANCHE.

10. AVALANCHE OPERATION: Force "N" Naval Operation Orders. 22 August 1943.

Box 4

11. AVALANCHE OPERATION: Annexes "Able" to “Uncle." Attack Group Operation Plan No. 129-43.

12. BATTLEFIELD TOURS, WORLD WAR 11, EUROPEAN THEATER: Headquarters United States Forces, European Theater, Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff (Army), G-3. 1 June 1946.

Partial account of the European military command, 6 June 1944 - 7 May 1945.

13. BUTTRESS OPERATION: Naval Operation Orders. 20 August 1943.

Naval plans for Operation BUTTRESS, the operations against the Reggio-Sangiovanni Area (the "Toe") of Italy.

14. CITATIONS AND AWARDS: 28 February 1943 - 28 March 1944.

Various citations and awards given to Admiral English for service during World War 11.

15. COMMODORE LIAISON, AMERICAN AND BRITISH: 7 February 1945 and 22 May 1945.

Memoranda dealing with the establishment of the Liaison Office between British and American Naval Authorities and the French.

16. CORRESPONDENCE: 1935 - 1945.

Miscellaneous incoming and outgoing official and semiofficial correspondence.

17. CORRESPONDENCE: 1942 - 1945.

Miscellaneous official and semi-official correspondence kept by Admiral English while he was serving on the staff of Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean, stationed in Algiers.

18. EIGHTH FLEFT OPERATION ORDER: 1 March 1945.

19. EXTRACTS FROM SUN TZU ON THE ART OF WAR: The Oldest Military Treatise in the World: Published in the Original Chinese about 512 B.C.: Translated by Lionel Giles. 22 December 1936.

20. FORCE GENERAL ORDER NO. 1-43, UNITED STATES FLEET AMPHIBIOUS FORCE: 17 April 1943.

Standing Operation Procedures for the Amphibious Force, U. S. Fleet.

Box 5

21. HIGHJUMP OPERATION: Army Observers' Report of Operation HIHGJUMP. Task Force 68, U. S. Navy: September 1947.

Observations of Army personnel assigned to the Naval Antarctic Development- Project, December 1946 to April 1947.

22. HUSKY OPERATION: Outline Naval Plan. 16 April 1943.

Outline of battle plans, air support, movements, estimates of Sicilian forces, and division of responsibility for Operation HUSKY, the invasion and operations in Sicily, July 1943.

23. HUSKY OPERATION: Naval Operation Orders. 20 May 1943.

General outline of Operation HUSKY including the disposition of forces prior to the assault.

24. HUSKY OPERATION: Revision of Outline Air Plan for Operation HUSKY. 4 June 1943.

Box 6

25. HUSKY OPERATION: Beach Sketches and Defense Overlays. Prepared by COMNAVNAW, 8 June 1943.

Sketches of the Sicilian beaches including silhouettes of the area from about three miles offshore.

26. HUSKY OPERATION: JOSS Preparation Plan No. 109-43. 20 June 1943.

This Plan includes the approach, follow-up, and medical plans for Operation HUSKY.

27. HUSKY OPERATION: JOSS Attack Force, Original Plan No. 109-43. No date.

Includes signals, communication plans, and task organization for Operation HUSKY.

28. HUSKY OPERATION: Operation FRACTURE. 27 June 1943.

Allied plans for a feint which would threaten the enemy with a landing in the Marsalla - Mazzara area.

29. See Box 9
Box 7

30. JUPITER OPERATION: Landing Plan and Operation Instructions. April 1945.

Plans for Operation JUPITER, the Allied plan to finish the clearance of the entrance of the Port of Bordeaux.

31. NAVAL DIRECTIVES AND THE ORDER FORM: U. S. Fleet, Headquarters of the Commander in Chief. 1944.

32. NAVAL GUNFIRE REPORT: Battle of Mehedia. 8-10 November 1942.

Day-by-day account of the Battle of Mehedia (French Morocco, Northeast Africa) by Lieutenant (JG) Robert A. Southworth, USNR. Includes photographs.

33. NAVAL OPERATIONS OF THE RUSSO-JAPANESE WAR: 14 March 1938.

Staff presentation at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, by Commander Edmund W. Burrough, USN.

34. NEWSPAPER CLIPPING: No date.

Newspaper clipping dealing with the loss of an aircraft carrying Rear Admiral Robert Henry English.

35. NOTEBOOK: August - October 1942.

Notebook belonging to Admiral English while on the staff of Commander Amphibious Force, Atlantic Fleet. Includes official memoranda dealing with ship data, landing and attack plans, schedules, mine layers, handwritten notes, and assorted maps and charts.

36. OPERATIONAL SUMMARIES AND REPORTS: 21 May 1943 and 15-16 February 1945.

Unloading operations at Attu Island, and operational summary and movement sheets of ships and convoys.

37. PHOTOGRAPHS: 7 July 1943 and undated.

Seven photographs of Admiral Kirk on board USS ANCON and damage to USS CATOCTIN.

38. PRICELESS OPERATION: Mediterranean Naval Planning Memoranda. 27 June 1943.

Plans and status of post-HUSKY Mediterranean Operations.

Box 8

39. SHORE OPERATIONS: Standing Operation Procedures of the Shore Battalion Headquarters, Fifth Amy Invasion Training Center. No date.

40. STUDY OF TRANSPORTATION REQUIREMENTS FOR LANDING OPERATIONS: Prepared by the Amphibious Warfare Section, Headquarters, Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet. 1 February 1943.

41. TORCH OPERATION: Correspondence. 1942-1948.

Official and semi-official correspondence concerning Operation TORCH, the Allied landings in North and Northwest Africa. (5 folders.)

42. TORCH OPERATION: Operation Plan No. N-31. 9 October 1942.

43. VOICE VOCABULARY: Commander Western Naval Task Force, Edition A. 1 August 1944.

Contains encode and decode vocabulary.
Box 9

29. HUSKY OPERATION: Report of Operations of the United States Seventh Army in the Sicilian Campaign. 10 June - 17 August 1943.

Published by the Staff, Seventh Army, and includes a Summary of Operations and Staff Section Reports for Operation HUSKY. Oversized document.

