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Biography

CAPTAIN MILES P. DU VAL, JR . , UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Captain DuVal was born on April 19, 1896, at Portsmouth, Virginia. He attended public schools of that city, except for one year of those of Chesterfield County, before his appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy in June 1915, by Representative A. J. Montague of the Third Congressional District of Virginia. Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 6, 1918, with the Class of 1919, he subsequently advanced t o the rank of Captain, to date from November 10, 1945.
Following graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1918, Captain DuVal joined the USS NEVADA, operating with the U. S. Fleet out of Yorktown, Virginia. From August to November 1918, that battleship operated with the Raider and Convoy Squadron based at Bantry Bay, Ireland, and in November-December of that year she served with the Sixth Battle Squadron, British Grand Fleet, in connection with the surrender of the German High Seas Fleet.
Captain DuVal continued duty in the NEVADA until January 1923, when he was transferred to the USS WRIGHT, with additional duty on the Staff of Commander, Aircraft Squadrons, Scouting Force, serving in those assignments until December 1924. After eight months’ duty as Executive Officer of the USS ISHERWOOD, he returned to the United States, and from July 1925 until June 1926 was under instruction in the Junior Course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island.
After three months' duty as District Communication and Intelligence Officer of the Ninth Naval District, he was assigned duty in connection with fitting out the USS SARATOGA, and served as her Communication Officer from her commissioning in November 1927, until May 1930. He planned the ship's organization of the Navy first large aircraft carrier, and edited the SARATOGA'S first General Organization Book. In the academic year 1930-1931, he completed the General Line Course at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland.
From June 1931 until December 1932, Captain DuVal served in the Officer Detail Section of the Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, Washington, D. C. , and during that period attended postgraduate courses in the Foreign Service School of Georgetown University. He then returned to sea as Executive Officer of the USS REUBEN JAMES, until March 1933, when he assumed his first command, the USS DUPONT. From September 1933 until January 1934 the DUPONT operated with the Special Service Squadron and participated in the naval demonstration off Cuban ports during the Cuban Revolution of 1933. While in Cuban waters, Captain DuVal performed special intelligence work ashore which served as the ground work for the organization of an information service for the Commander Special Service Squadron and supplied the basis for United States Policy.
Detached from the command of the DUPONT in December 1935, Captain Du Val had duty with the Naval Examining Board, Navy Department, from January t o March 1936, and from April of that year until June 1936 was Officer in Charge of the Shore Establishments Section, Naval District Division, in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, and was also Secretary of the Navy Department Shore Station Development Board.  While so attached, he prepared the paper, "The Shore Station Development Board - A History of Its Evolution," July 1937, and instructions systemizing the preparation of development programs by local boards. During that period he resumed studies at the School of Foreign Service, Georgetown University, Washington, D. C., and on June 6, 1937, was awarded the degree of Master of Science in Foreign Service M.F.S.)

Returning to sea, Captain DuVal served on board the USS SALT LAKE CITY from June 1938 until June 1939, and commanded the USS ANTARES from June 1939 until December 1940. While in command of the latter vessel, he supervised its organization and development as a general stores issue ship, which served as a prototype for sever61 similar vessels subsequently

Commissioned to serve the Fleets in World War II.

After duty under instruction in the Office of Naval Intelligence, Navy Department, in January and February 1941, Captain DuVal was ordered to the Canal Zone where he was assigned, on March 5, 1941, as Captain of the Port of Balboa, in charge of marine operations in the Pacific sector of the Panama Canal, and as a Member of the Board of Local Inspectors charged with duty of investigating marine accidents in Canal Zone waters. He continued in these duties after the outbreak of World War II, and until June 30, 1944, during the most critical period in the history of the Panama Canal. In 1942-1943 he planned and coordinated the construction of the ship mooring project for the enlargement of Pacific Terminal of the Panama Canal in preparation for its war functions. As a result of extensive studies of marine accidents in Canal waters, he developed and, on February 25, 1943, submitted to the Governor of the Panama Canal the first
comprehensive plan for the increase of capacity and operational improvement of the Panama Canal based upon marine experience, known as the Terminal Lake-Third Locks Plan, which gained wide support and won the approval of President Franklin D. Roosevelt as a post war project.
Captain DuVal presented before the Panama Section, American Society of Civil Engineers, on May 20, 1943, a paper entitled "The Marine Operating Problem, Panama Canal, and the Solution," outlining the high level terminal lake plan for the Panama Canal, published in the Proceedings of the American Society of Civil Engineers in February 1947. He also compiled and edited a pamphlet on the conduct of marine accident investigations in the Panama Canal, entitled "General Instructions for the Conduct of Marine Accident Investigations by the Board of Local Inspectors of the Panama Canal," issued on June 26, 1944, In recognition of his services in the Panama, Canal Post, and as evidence of confidence in him, Captain DuVal was given a spot promotion to the rank of Captain by the Navy Department, and was awarded the Legion of Merit by the War Department. The citation follows:

LEGION OF MERIT (Army)
"For exceptionally meritorious conduct 'in the performance of outstanding services from December 7, 1941 , to June 30, 1944. (he) held the important position of Port Captain at Balboa for the above period. In this position he had direct supervision of all shipping which utilized the Pacific Terminal of the Panama Canal. This included the mooring, docking, and undocking of all vessels. His duties, including the assignment of armed guards to large numbers of transiting vessels and special guards for vessels carrying hazardous cargoes. During this period many Navy combatant vessels of all types, Army and Navy transports, and many cargo vessels transited the Canal. He was directly concerned with the enlargement of Balboa harbor and the provision of additional moorings for convoys. He served on a board for this purpose appointed by the Commanding General. In the discharge of these varied duties Captain DuVal was energetic and untiring and showed a high degree of initiative and devotion to duty, all of which contributed directly to the efficient operation of the Panama Canal in its vital contribution to the war effort."
In August 1944, Captain DuVal reported at the Todd Shipyards Corporation, Hoboken, New Jersey, for duty in charge of fitting out the USS DADE (APA 99). He commanded that attack transport from her commissioning, November 11, 1944, until February 20, 1946. Under his command, the DADE operated first as Flagship of Transport Division 54 and participated in the Okinawa operations, and later as Flagship of Transport Squadron 24, in which she participated in the operations for the liberation of the Philippines, the occupation of Tokyo, Japan, the occupation of Tsingtao, China, and in the transport of the 52nd Chinese Army from French Indo-China to Chinwangtao, China.
Captain DuVal reported on March 22, 1946, to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, for duty and on April 15, 1946, was designated by the Secretary of the Navy, James Forrestal, as the Panama Canal Liaison Officer and Head of the Navy Department Panama Canal Modernization Studies, authorized under Public Law 280, 79th Congress. He voluntarily retired from the U. S. Navy on August 1, 1949.
In addition to the Legion of Merit (Army), Captain DuVal has the World War I Victory Medal with Atlantic Fleet and Grand Fleet clasps; American Defense Medal, Fleet and Base clasps; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, with bronze star; World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia clasp; China Service Meal; and Rifle and Pistol Expert Medals. He also has the Command at Sea Insignia, the United Daughters of the Confederacy Cross of Military Service, and the Maryland Division, S. C. V. Roger Brooke Taney Award for 1971.

Captain DuVal was Past Vice President, Panama Canal Natural History Society, P a m , R. P . ; Past Vice President, Society of Virginia of the District of Columbia; Past Chairman, Executive Board, Port of Balboa College, Propeller Club of the United States, Balboa, C. Z.; Founding Member, Port of the Panama Canal, Propeller Club of the United States, Balboa, C. Z.; and is a Fellow, American Association for Advancement of Science; Honorary Member, Phi Alpha Theta National Honor Historical Society; Corresponding Member, Panama Historical Society, Panama, R. P.; Life Member, Permanent International Association of Navigation Congresses. He is a Member of the U. S. Naval Institute; Naval Historical Foundation; Panama Canal Society of Washington, D. C.; Virginia Historical Society; Jamestowne Society; Baronial Order of Magna Charta, and a Hereditary Member of the Military Order of the Crusades. In addition, he is a member of the Cosmos Club, Washington, D. C.; Amy and Navy Club, Washington, D. C.; New York Yacht Club, and Fellow of the Explorers Club, New York, N . Y .

i

Captain DuVal is the author of a series of books on the Panama I Canal: I: CADIZ TO CATHAY - THE STORY OF THE LONG DIPLOMATIC STRUGGLE FOR THE PANAMA CANAL, published by the Stanford University Press in 1940 and 1947, and in 1968 by the Greenwood Press. II: AND THE MOUNTAINS WILL MOVE - THE STORY OF BUILDING THE PANAMA CANAL, published by the Stanford University Press in 1947 and by the Greenwood Press in 1969. Another book on the FUTURE CANAL, is in preparation. He has also written authoritative articles on Interoceanic canal problems: "The Marine Operating Problems, Panama Canal, and the Solution," American Society of Civil Engineers Proceedings, February, 1947; "The Interoceanic Canals problem. "Congressional Record, Vol. 98, Pt. 8 (January 15, 1952), which was an address before Explorers Club, New York, in 1951; "Isthmian Canal Policy-An Evaluation," U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings, March 1955. He is the Author of Mathew Fontaine Maury: Benefactor of Mankind, " Congressional Record, Vol 110, March 16, 1964; and "Sam Houston: The Washington of the Vast Southwest, "Congressional Record, Vol. 112, Pt. 9, May 31, 1966; "George Rogers Clark: Conqueror of the Old Northwest, " Explorers Journal, XLVII, June 1970.
Since his retirement in 1949, Captain DuVal has done research, writing and speaking in the fields of Panama Canal History and interoceanic canal problems, has been a consultant in these fields and contributor to the Encyclopedia Britannica. He was the originator of the Employment Clearing House of the Retired Officers Association, Washington, D. C., and of the renaming of the Hotel Portsmouth, Portsmouth, Virginia, as the Hotel Governor Dinwiddie, in honor of Governor Robert Dinwiddie who launched George Washington on his military career - an event celebrated by official proclamation of the Mayor of Portsmouth on July 6, 1956, as Dinwiddie Day. He was a Director of the Retired Officer’s Association, 1953-66, and the Gorgas Memorial Institute of Tropical and Preventive Medicine, 1953- ; also Vice Chairman and General Consultant for the John F. Stevens Hall of Fame Committee, 1969-; and President, Panama Canal Society of Washington, D. C., 1971.

Life size busts by Ross R. Williams, of Norfolk, Connecticut, are located in the Woodrow Wilson High School, Portsmouth, Virginia, and at the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, where the original bronze is located.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
PANAMA CANAL SYMPOSIUM - AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENGINEERS PAPERS:


#1 - The Future and The Panama Canal - by Colonel James H. Stratton, M. ASCE


#2 - Evacuation Slopes for a Sealevel Canal – by Wilson V. Binger, Assoc. M. ASCE and Thomas F. Thompson, Affiliate ASCE


#3 - Strength of Soils Under Dynamic Loads - by Dr. A. Casagrande, M. ASCE and Mr. W. L. Shannon, Assoc. M. ASCE


#4 - Flood Control for A Sea-Level Canal - by F. S. Brown, Assoc. M. ASCE


#5 - Tidal Currents in a Sea-Level Canal - by J. S. Meyers, Assoc. M. ASCE and E. A. Schultz, Assoc. M. ASCE


#7 - Design of Channel For a Sea-Level Canal – by J. E. Reeves, Assoc. M. ASCE and E. H. Rourquard, Jun. M. ASCE


#8 - Traffic and Capacity of the Panama Canal – by Ralph P. Johnson, Assoc. M. ASCE and Sydney O. Steinborn, Assoc. M. ASCE.


#9 - Construction Planning and Methods - by J. J. Rose, F. L. Dye, M. ASCE, W. B. Watson, L. T. Crook, Jun. M. ASCE
CHANNEL TEST STUDIES - NAVY DEPARTMENT - DAVID TAYLOR MODEL BASIN, WASHINGTON 7, D. C.:


Restricted Channel Tests for the Panama Canal Status as of 27 January 1947 by C . A. Lee, C. E. Bowers, and F. D. Bradley, 27 January 1947, Enclosure (A)


Restricted Channel Tests for the Panama Canal Status as of 15 April 1947 by C. A. Lee and C. E. Rowers - 29 Map 1947, Enclosure (B)


Restricted Channel Tests for the Panama Canal – Status of One-lay and Two-Way Traffic Studies as of 15 July 1947 by C: A. Lee, C. E. Bowers, and F. D. Bradley - 18 July 1947, Enclosure (B)


Restricted Channel Tests for the Panama Canal – Status of Two-Way Traffic Studies as of 1 May 1947 by C. E. Bowers and F. D. Bradley - 2 June 1947, Enclosure (C)


Restricted Channel Tests for the Panama Canal – Status of Bend Studies as of 29 May 1947 by C. A. Lee and C. R. Olson - 2 June 1947 -Enclosure (D)


Restricted Channel Tests, The Panama Canal Resume of Conference Held at the David Taylor Model Basin on 12 May-1947 by C.A. Lee and C. E. Bowers - 15 May 1947, Enclosure (A)

DU VAL, M. P. - LECTURE PAPERS:


The Marine Operating Problem of the Panama Canal and the Solution by, Captain Miles P. DuVal, USN, Port Captain, Balboa, Balboa, C. Z. 15 April 1944


The Marine Operating Problems of the Panama Canal Involved in its Modernization and their Solution - Lecture before the District of Columbia Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers a t the U.S. Chamber of Commerce - 15 April 1947, 8:OO P.M. by Captain Miles P. DuVal, USN

Miscellaneous Material, including bibliography of publications and addresses, 1942-1983
THE PANAMA CANAL, CANAL ZONE, DEPARTMENT OF OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE, SPECIAL ENGINEERING DIVISION, DIABLO HEIGHTS, C. Z., 24 January 1947 - ICS MEMO 180 Correspondence with U. S. Navy Concerning Tentative Channel Criteria and Other Matters
NAVY DEPARTMENT, DAVID TAYLOR MODEL BASIN, WASHINGTON, D. C. INVESTIGATION OF SHIP PERFORMANCE IN RESTRICTED CHANNELS By C. A. Lee and C. E. Rowers:


Enclosure (A) September 1947


Enclosure (A) November 1947
ACCIDENT STUDIES:


Summary of Accident Cases - The Panama Canal - Up to 28 January 1943 - Prepared by the Special Engineering Division from Records of the Captain of the Port, Balboa - Submitted September 10, 1943

The Panama Canal, Canal Zone, Special Engineering Division - A Study of Ship Accidents in the Panama Canal - Prepared by Phil Boardman, Chief Draftsman Diablo Heights, Canal Zone, November 1943


The Panama Canal, Canal Zone, Special Engineering Division - A Study of Ship Panama

Canal (Appendix) - Contents of Appendix, a. Description of Accident. b. Tabulation of Accident Data, (Photostats), including Ship Data, Accident Location, Type, Responsibility, Cause, etc, Prepared by Phil Boardman, Chief Draftsman, Diablo Heights, C. Z., November 1943
BOX 2
CHANNEL STATUS - DAVID TAYLOR MODEL BASIN, Restricted Channel Tests for the Panama Canal, Status as of 27 January 1947 by C. A. Lee, C. E. Bowers, and F. D. Bradley, First Recommended 25 July 1943
PANAMA CANAL LIAISON ORGANIZATION - 1946 - 1949

(Correspondence)
PRESENTATION TO MEMBERS OF THE MERCHANT MARINE AND FISHERIES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OPERATING PROBLEMS OF THE PANAMA CANAL INVOLVED IN ITS MODERNIZATION HELD IN THE NAVY DEPARTMENT, 14 March 1947 - 2 copies

GROUNDING IN CAPE COD CANAL - 1942-1943

USS DUPONT (DD 152) DAMAGE CONTROL BILL; Report - 1933-1969
PANAMA CANAL - MODERNIZATION STATUS REPORTS AND STUDIES - 1943-1949 (1906-1949)

CAPTAIN MILES P. DU VAL, USN - CORRESPONDENCE – Panama Canal Liaison Organization – 1946
BOX 3

PANAMA CANAL PRESS CLIPPINGS AND MATERIAL ON LEGISLATION, ETC. - 1947-1948-1949

BOX 4
PANAMA CANAL MODERNIZATION - BACKGROUND MATERIAL, STATUS REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE; PREPARATION AND ASSEMBLY OF - 1939-1949 (ISTHMIAN CANAL STUDIES)

BOX 5
MAPS (Panama Canal)

REPORT ON PROPOSALS FOR THE ELIMINATION OF PEDRO MIGUEL LOCKS OF THE PANAMA CANAL, BALBOA HEIGHTS, C. Z., 17 January 1944

COST ESTIMATE OF THE DEFENSE OF A PANAMA SEA-LEVEL CANAL, FINAL REPORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE REPRESENTING PANAMA CANAL DEPARTMENT, PANAMA SEA FRONTIER - 15TH NAVAL DISTRICT, CARIBBEAN AIR COMMAND, THE PANAMA CANAL, 10 April 1947

STREAMLINING THE PANAMA CANAL FOR MAXIMUM SAFETY AND UNLIMITED CAPACITY By John G. Claybourn, M.A.M. Soc. C. E. Superintendent, Dredging Division, The Panama Canal, Revised to 15 August 1945, Paper Presented Before the American Society of Civil Engineers, 93rd Annual Meeting, Commodore Hotel, New York City, NY, 16 January 1946

and DISCUSSION By Brig. Gen. Hans Kramer, USA (Ret.), M.A.M. Soc. C.E.

U. S. THE PANAMA CANAL THE THIRD LOCKS PROJECT, PANAMA CANAL SLIDES, Prepared by Donald F. MacDonald
U.S. THE PANAMA CANAL, THE THIRD LOCKS PROJECT, FINAL REPORT ON MODIFIED THIRD LOCKS PROJECT, PART II - DESIGN, CHAPTER 3 - GEOLOGY, October 1943

PANAMA CANAL MODERNIZATION STATUS REPORT'S – From Panama Canal Liaison Officer to Chief of Naval Operations – (Correspondence) - 1943-1949


Correspondence accumulated when Captain Miles P. Du Val was in OP-21, Coordinator for Isthmian Canal Studies.  This particular group of correspondence is on microfilm - NRS-497.

BOX 6
MAGAZINES, LEAFLETS, ETC.:


Armed Forces Talk (253) The Panama Canal – Vital Link In Hemisphere Defense


BASE MAINTENANCE NOTES - OPNAV 415 No. 3-46 July 1946 (Office of the Chief of Naval Operations)


BUSINESS WEEK - 3 May 1947


CIVIL ENGINEERING - February 1948


COSMOPOLITAN - January 1949


ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD - 13 May 1945 and 1 May 1947


MARINE NEWS - August 1947


MARINE PROGRESS - January 1949; August 1947; October 1948; April 1946; January 1947


NEWS WEEK


THE OIL FORUM - May 1947


THE PANAMA CANAL SOCIETIES OF THE UNITED STATES (Souvenir Yearbook & Directory)


POPULAR SCIENCE - July 1947


THE SATURDAY EVENING POST - 9 Oct. 1948


PROCEEDINGS (American Society of Civil Engineers, February 1947)


SEAPOWER (Naval Reserve Issue) Spring 1947


SHIPMATE - July 1948; March 1948; July 1947; May 1948; July 1947; November 1947; July 1948


THE ROTARIAN - March 1949


SHIPMATE - May 1948


THE WORK BOAT ANNUAL - November 1948


WORLD PORTS - November 1948


SHIPPING SURVEY - April 1948

BOX 7

RESTRICTED CHANNEL CHARACTERISTICS TESTS - 1946-1947

ISTHMIAN CANAL STUDIES, 1947:


Papers Presented at the Meeting of Board of Consulting Engineers the Panama Canal at Washington, D.C. November 18 & 19, 1946 (Secret)


Proceedings of the Meeting of Board of Consulting Engineers at Diablo Heights, C. Z., February 11-18, 1947 (Secret)


Proceedings of the Meeting of Board of Consulting Engineers the Panama Canal at Washington, D.C., May 12-16, 1947 (Secret)


Isthmian Canal Studies - 1947 Navigation Tests - David Taylor Model Basin, Carderock, Maryland - Visit of Navigation Interests, August 11-12, 1947


Presentation Before the General Board of Consultants, The Panama Canal, at the Request of the Governor on the Marine Operating Problems involved in the Proposed Modernization Studies of the Panama Canal - Authorized by Public Law 280, 79th Congress – by Captain Miles P. DuVal, USN - Navy Department Liaison Officer for Panama Canal Modernization Studies -

Navy Department, Washington, D. C., 13 May 1947


Report of the Governor of the Panama Canal Under Public Law 280, 79th Congress, 1st Session (Approved December 28, 1945)


a. Text


b. Folio of Plates

BOX 8
ISTHMIAN CANAL STUDIES, 1947 (Cont.) 


Report of the Governor of the Panama Canal Under Public Law 280, 79th Congress, 1st Session (Approved December 28, 1945) (Cont.)


c. Annexes 1-2-3-4-5


d. Annexes 6-7


e. Annex 8 (Secret) - 2 copies
