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Scope and Content Notes
The materials described in this collection in November 1976 came from the Curator Branch of the Naval Historical Center. They relate to Captain Long's duties during World War II and immediate post-war years in relation to naval photography, the combat art program, and the preparation of a series of World War II naval histories entitled Battle Report. During much of this period, Captain Long was associated with the Navy's Office of Public Relations.

Biography
Edward John Long was born in McKeesport, Pennsylvania, on March 6, 1900. After graduating from McKeesport High School, was appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy from Pennsylvania in 1918.  A year later, he resigned from the Naval Academy to attend Columbia University in New York City, from which he graduated with degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Literature.  Later he attended Oxford University in England.

After graduation from Columbia University in 1923, he was a newspaper reporter and correspondent, serving on the McKeesport, Pennsylvania, Daily News; the New York Times; the United Press and the Chicago Tribune (in England while attending Oxford); and Assistant Editor of the Munsey Publications, New York City.  From 1929 until he was called into active service in the Naval Reserve, 1940, he was a member of the Editorial and Executive staff of National Geographic Magazine.  He also was a member of the National Geographic Society’s staff on two expeditions that the Society sponsored: the Deep Sea Expedition, headed by Dr. Beebe at Bermuda in 1934, and the Stratosphere Expedition, in South Dakota, in 1934.

On November 16, 1937 he was appointed Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Naval Reserve, from June 10 to June 22, 1940 had active training duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.  He was recalled to active duty December 2, 1940, to originate a Photographic Section, and served as head of this section for four years.  He was a member of the Board to consider and report on the photographic needs of the Navy in July-August 1941, and also a member of the Board which revised General Order 96 (now General Order 179), the basic regulation concerning the taking and publication of photographs of naval subjects.  On July 17, 1942 he was promoted to the rank of Command, U.S. Naval Reserve.

In April 1942, he organized the Combat Art Section of Public Relations and also served as General Director of this section until he was detached from Public Relations.  During March and April 1944 he had temporary duty with the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, surveying sites for radio-photo installations in the Gilbert and Marshal Islands.  In February 1945 he reported as Assistant Curator of the Museum, at the Naval Academy.  He was promoted to Captain in the Naval Reserve on January 15, 1946. 

Relieved of active duty on May 22, 1947, he was for three months a civilian consultant with the Executive Office of the Secretary of the Navy, associated with Captain Walter Karig in the preparation of “Battle Report,” a series of narrative histories of the U.S. Navy in World War II.  In September 1947 he was recalled to active duty as Liaison Officer in the Office of the Secretary of Defense, serving until October 2, 1948.  He is now a freelance writer.  On December 1, 1947 he reverted to the rank of Commander, and on August 1, 1948 a selection board restored his rank of Captain.  He was transferred to the Retired Reserve of the Naval Reserve on May 1, 1953.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
"Battle Report," Files: A Series Of Narrative Histories of the U. S. Navy In World War II. The Illustrations for this Series were selected and edited by Cdr. E. John Long, USNR, assisted by C. Earl Cooley, SP (P) 1/C, USNR.
History (1948-1950)
Volume V (Pages 1-138)
Volume V (Chapter Thirty-Five)
Photographs and Captions:

#51 - #100

#101 - #150

#151 - #200
Box 2

#201 - #250

#251 - #300
Correspondence Files: (Also Contains Some Photographs)
Art and Artists - Museum File (1945-1949)
Forrestal - SecNav (1945-1947)
Historical Material OOR-4 (Pictorial Section, Office of Public Relations) (1941)
History of OOR-4 (1941-1943)
Life Photo School (1941-1942)

(Consists of correspondence concerning the training of Enlisted Men at Life's Photographic School and candidates for enlistment in the Naval Reserve from the Photographic Staff of Life Magazine.)
Marine Corps (1941-1942)

(Concerns Marine Corps Photographic Release.)
Box 3
Miscellaneous – 2 folders

1950-1951


1947-1948

Navy History – Morison (1945-1950)

Navy Photo Lab (Feb-May 1941)


(Establishment of a photographic laboratory for the Office of Public Relations and the Division of Naval Intelligence.)

OSD Project II – Photos (1941-1950)


(Office of the Secretary of Defense Navy photography Policy)

Policy – Navy Photo (1938-1945)

Training Literature Section, Bureau of Aeronautics (1941-1942)

Waldo Drake (1944)


(Charges made by war correspondents against Captain Waldo W. Drake’s performance of duty as Fleet Public Relations Officer.)
War Photo Pool Meeting, Thursday, 23 April 1942 (1941-1943)


(World War II photographic pool.  The organization which formed the pool were the Associated Press, Life Magazine, Acme Newspictures, Inc., and International News Photos.)

Photographs and Publications:

U.S.S. Block Island (CVE-106) - (March-May 1945)

G.I. Sketch Book, Edited By Aimee Crane, Infantry Journal - Penquin Books, Wash - NY (1944)

Navy Department Telephone Directory - March 1941

Wings - April 1943
