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Scope and Content Notes
These papers were donated in 1968 by Mr. Roy C. Smith who had received them from Mrs. Katinka Ainsworth. They have been arranged as official correspondence, personal correspondence, awards and citations, and a narrative.
The official correspondence includes various unit and individual ship citations, and Ainsworth's permanent appointment to Rear Admiral.
The personal correspondence consists of letters between RADM Ainsworth and Admirals Halsey and Nimitz describing the battles of Kula Gulf and Kolombangara in July 1943, personal letters from the Captain of HMNZS LEANDER, a thank-you letter regarding VADM Ainsworth's attendance at a commissioning ceremony, and a letter concerning information used in S.E. Morrison's book Breaking the Bismark's Barrier. All correspondence is arranged in chronological order.
The awards and citations folder contains his certificate of completion from the Naval War College, citations from his Navy Cross, Legion of Merit, and Gold Star awards, as well as two poems dating from World War II. Also included in the file is a narrative by Ainsworth on the Solomon Islands Campaign and a copy of his biography.

Biography
Walden Lee Ainsworth was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on November 10, 1886, son of William Green Ainsworth and the former Mary Lee Walden. He comes of Colonial New England stock with both military and naval forbears, Daniel Ainsworth having served in the Connecticut Militia during the Revolution, and Steward (later Lieutenant, Continental Navy) Jacob Wa1den sailed with John Paul Jones in the RANGER to engage the DRAKE. He was graduated from Central High School in Minneapolis, and completed his Freshman year at the University of Minnesota, in Minneapolis, before his appointment to the United States Naval Academy from the Fifth District of Minnesota in 1906.

While a Midshipman, he was a member of the crew for three years and was Captain his First Class year. Graduated in June 1910, he served at sea for the two years then required by law before commissioning, and was commissioned Ensign on March 7, 1912. During World War I he served in the temporary ranks of Lieutenant and Lieutenant Commander and was commissioned in the latter rank to date from June 3, 1921. He subsequently progressed in grade to the rank of Rear Admiral to date from .December 2, 1941. On December 1, 1948, he was transferred to the Retired List of the U.S. Navy and was advanced to the rank of Vice Admiral on the basis of combat awards.
Following graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1910, he served in the USS IDAHO and the USS PRAIRIE until the spring of 1914, when he was assigned to the USS FLORIDA. He served as Battalion Adjutant from that battleship during the occupation of Vera Cruz, Mexico, on April 21-22, 1914. In May 1917 he was detached from the FLORIDA and had duty throughout World War I, and until February 1919, on board the USS DE KALB; and as Gunnery Officer of the USS AMERICA (ex-German liner AHERIKA) and the USS FREDERICK.
In the rank or Lieutenant Commander he next reported to the Inspector of Ordnance, Naval Armor and Projectile Plant, Charleston, West Virginia, where he had duty from February 1919 to March 1921. Returning to sea, he served consecutively as Executive Officer of the USS HANCOCK and the USS BIRMINGHAM, and in September 1922 reported for duty with the Destroyer Squadrons, Pacific Fleet, assigned as Commanding Officer of the USS MARCUS. He served in that command for a year before his detachment for duty as Naval Inspector of Ordnance, Munhall District, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from November 1923 until August 1924. He was then ordered to the Navy Yard, New York, N. Y., where he remained on duty until November 1925.
Ordered to Asiatic Station for assignment, he reported in January 1926 as Squadron Gunnery Officer on the Staff or the Commander Destroyer Squadron Asiatic Fleet, the USS BLACK HAWK, flagship. In July 1927 he assumed command of the USS PAUL JONES, and after a year in that command served from September 1928 until June 1931 as an instructor in the Department of Navigation at the Naval Academy. For two years thereafter he was at sea, serving first as Navigator of the USS IDAHO and later the USS PENSACOLA, operating with Battleship Division 2, Battle Force, and Cruiser Division 4, Scouting Force, respectively.
From June 1933 until May 1935 he was District Communications Officer for the Fifteenth Naval District, Balboa, Canal Zone, and after completing the senior course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, Commander Ainsworth reported in June 1936 as Executive Officer of the USS MISSISSIPPI, and remained on board that battleship for two years. Now advanced to the rank of Captain, he served from July 1938 until July 1940 as Professor of Naval Science and Tactics, Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana. He then served as Commander Destroyer Squadron 2, from July 22, 1940, until December 19, 1941, and the next day assumed command of the USS MISSISSIPPI, then operating in the Atlantic.
Under his command in the early period of World War II, the MISSISSIPPI was transferred to the Pacific Area. On July 4, 1942, he first broke his Flag as Commander Destroyers, Pacific Fleet, and Commander Destroyer Flotillas 1 and 2, and on December 10, 1942, he was assigned additional duty as Commander Task Force 67. Detached from that assignment on January 8, 1943, he served until October 1944 as Commander Cruiser Division 9 and as Commander Task Force 18 in the South Pacific Force under Admiral Halsey. For his services in the Solomons Campaign, and as Commander of other Task Forces and Groups in the Marianas, Pa1aus, and I.eyte Campaigns, he was awarded the Navy Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, and Legion of Merit; and is entitled to the Ribbon for and a facsimile of the Navy Unit Commendation awarded his flagship USS HONOLULU, which was a unit of Cruiser Division 9.
As Admiral King brought out in his Annual Report as Chief of Naval Operations, the losses and subsequent defeat of the Japanese surface forces in these night actions in the Solomons - they also lost six submarines - was not accomplished without severe losses of our own. The USS HELENA was sunk by enemy torpedoes during the Battle of Kula Gulf; and the destroyers STRONG and GWIN were also lost to Japanese torpedoes in other Task Force actions. The destroyer DE HAVEN was bombed and sunk while operating independently off Guadalcanal. In addition, the USS HONOLULU, the USS ST. LOUIS and HMNZS LEANDER suffered torpedo damage; and the ST. LOUIS and HMNZS ACHILIES were bombed by Japanese aircraft.
From October .31, 1944, until July 13, 1945, Admiral Ainsworth was Commander Cruisers and Commander Destroyers, U.S. Pacific Fleet.  Returning to the United States, he reported on August 22, 1945, as Commandant of the Fifth Naval District and Commander, Naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia, where he served until relieved of all active duty pending his retirement on December 1, 1945. Vice Admiral Ainsworth died at the Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Maryland, on August 7, 1960.
In addition to the Navy Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit and Gold Star in lieu of the second award, and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Vice Admiral Ainsworth had the Mexican Service Medal; World War I Victory Medal, Transport Clasp; Yangtze Service Medal; American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with 8 operation stars; the World War II Victory Medal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.
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