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Scope and Content Notes
The papers of Vice Admiral Laurence H. Frost, USN, reflect many of his important duties during a significant naval career. Admiral Frost graduated from the U. S. Naval Academy in 1926 and served in various ships and shore stations throughout the 1920s and 30s. He was the commanding officer of USS Greer when the destroyer was attacked by a German U-boat on September 4, 1941, while the United States was still neutral. After decorated service in World War II, Frost was assigned to Naval Intelligence and later saw action as commander of cruiser Manchester in the Korean War.
Other important commands included Commander Destroyer Flotilla Four, Atlantic Fleet (1955-1956) and Director of Naval Intelligence (1956-1960). He became director of the National Security Agency in November 1960, in the rank of Vice Admiral. After a final tour of duty at the Potomac River Naval Command, Admiral Frost retired in 1964.
Vice Admiral Frost's papers have been reviewed from a security standpoint, and, with a few exceptions, are declassified. However, many letters, especially from his years as DNI and Director, NSA, have not been authorized by the ONI for release due to other considerations.

The papers are divided into two series: I, Correspondence of an official or personal nature, and II, Miscellaneous Subject File. The correspondence from his duty as Commander, Destroyer Flotilla Four, Atlantic Fleet, contains letters to and from other senior naval officers concerning destroyer operations and theory. The personal correspondence from his DNI duty contain attache reports and personal letters from naval officers concerning intelligence personnel and other related topics.

Series II is a miscellany, consisting chiefly of orders and travel documents, and related items. Some photographs are included, and a few items concerning the Greer incident.
The dates of this collection are from 1926 to 1964, covering Admiral Frost's entire career. There are a few items from later years, including his obituary in 1977.
Biography

Laurence Hugh Frost was born in Fayetteville, Arkansas, on July 22, 1902, son of the late James Benjamin and Eliza (Walker) Frost.  He attended Fayetteville public schools, and had one year at the University of Arkansas, also located in Fayetteville, before entering the United Sates Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on June 15, 1922.  Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 3, 1926, he subsequently advanced to the rank of :Rear Admiral, his date of rank July l, 19540.  He served in the temporary rank of Vice Admiral from October 1, 1960 to July 1, 1962. On July l, 1964 he was transferred to the Retired List of the U. S. Navy and was advanced to the rank of Vice Admiral, the highest rank he held while on active duty.

Upon graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1926, he remained for the summer course in aviation, and in October was assigned to ·the USS MISSISSIPPI, a unit of Battleship :Division FOUR Battle Fleet. He served in the Gunnery Department on board that 'battleship until August 1930, when he was transferred to the USS ELLIOIT, of Destroyers, Battle Force.  On May 6, 1933, he was detached from the ELLIOT with orders to the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland, where for the two succeeding years he was under instruction in General Line and Applied Communications.  In June 1935 he reported as Radio Officer on the Staff of Commander Destroyer Squadron ONE of the Scouting Force, and was attached to the USS DALLAS, flagship, until transferred a year later, July 1935, to the USS INDIANAPOLIS to serve as Communications Officer and Ships Secretary

He was on board the INDIANAPOLIS when that cruiser took President Franklin Do Roosevelt and party on a Good Will tour to the Argentine Republic in November-December 1936. From June 1937 until May 1939 he served as Aide and Flag Lieutenant to Commander Cruiser Division FOUR, Scouting Force, attached to the USS NORTHHAMPTON, flagship. Upon his return to the United States, he was assigned duty in the Communication Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
In August 1941 he assumed command of the USS GREER, and was in command when the GREER -was attacked by a German submarine on September 4, 1941, in United States waters while carrying mail to Iceland, and remained in command after the United States entered World War II in December 1941, until detached in August 1942.  Next ordered to fit out the USS WALLER (DD-466) at· the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Kearny, New Jersey, he became Commanding Officer when that destroyer was commissioned on October 1, 1942. During the period of his command, the WALLER participated in action in the Southern Solomons and in the New Georgia Operation.

In October 1943 he reported to Commander Aircraft, Central Pacific Task Force for duty as Communication Officer on the Staff. He was awarded the Legion of Merit for "exceptionally meritorious conduct…as Communication Officer on the Staff of Commander Aircraft, Central Pacific Force and Commander Forward Area, Central Pacific, from October 4, 1943 to February 26, 1945…”
After his return to the 'United States~ he reported in April 1945 to the Office of the. Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department. He received a Letter Commendation with Ribbon, from the Secretary of the Navy, for outstanding service in the Division of Naval Communications, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, during the period April 16 to September 2, 1945. In September 1945 he was assigned to the Operational Intelligence Division of Naval Intelligence and remained on duty there in the post-war period until March 1948, when he was designated Commander Destroyer Squadron SIX with additional duty in command of Destroyer Division SIXTY-ONE.
He returned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations in April 1949, for duty as Head of the Intelligence Estimates Division. He was a student at the National War College during the 1950-1951 term, and after graduation in June. 1951 assumed command of the USS MANCHESTER (CL-83), for service in Korean waters. He was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Legion of Merit with Combat ”V” for "exceptionally meritorious service to the Government of the United states and to the United Nations in a duty of great responsibility as Commanding Officer of the USS MANCHESTER and Task Element Commander of several important gun strikes as required by the Commander Task Force 77 and Commander Task Force 95 in operations against enemy forces in the Korean area from December 1951 to April 1952…"
In April 1952 he was transferred to duty as Chief of Staff :and Aide to Commander FIRST Fleet~ and a year later was ordered to the National Security Agency Directorate, Washington, D. C. On February 15, 1955 he assumed command of Destroyer Flotilla FOUR and on May 17, 1956 became Assistant Chief of Naval Operations (Intelligence) and Director of Naval Intelligence. He was Director of the National Security Agency, Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, from November 1960 until July 1962, when he reported as Commandant of the Potomac River Naval Command, with headquarters at the Navy Yard, Washington, D. C. He remained there until relieved of active duty pending his retirement, effective July 1, 1964.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I: CORRESPONDENCE, INCOMING AND OUTGOING, arranged chronologically by command (1952-1964)

1. Chief of Staff, Commander First Fleet (Aug 1952-Apr 1953)

2. Staff, National Security Agency (Jun 1953-Dec 1954)

3. Commander, Destroyer Flotilla Four, Atlantic Fleet

a. Personal Letters (Jan 1955-Feb 1956)

b. Official Papers (Jan 1955-May 1956)

c. CNO Personal (Aug-Oct 1955)

4. Director of Naval Intelligence

a. May-Dec 1956 (includes envelope of closed items)

b. Jan-Dec 1957 (includes envelope of closed items)

c. Jan-Oct 1958 (closed)

d. Nov 1958-Mar 1959 (includes envelope of closed items)

e. Apr-Dec 1959 (includes envelope of closed items)
Box 2

f. Jan-Jun 1960 (closed)

g. Jul-Aug 1960 (includes envelope of closed items)

5. National Security Agency, Director

a. Navy- Records (Sep 1960-Jun 1962) (includes envelope of closed items)

b. NSA Personal Correspondence (Sep 60-Dec 61; Jan-Jun 62) (includes envelope of closed items) 2 folders

6. Potomac River Naval Command (1963-1964)

a. A - K

b. L – Z
Box 3

SERIES II: MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECT FILE, arranged alphabetically (1926-1964)

1. Awards, Promotions, etc. (1956-1960) Contains forms, memoranda, and letters.

2. Biography as of Nov 1960

3. COMCRUDIV 4 Plan and Op-Orders. (June 1955)

4. Fort George G. Meade, Quarters (1960-1961)

5. List of Contents, File Boxes (on Retirement)

6. Miscellaneous Includes action report of USS Greer, attacked by a German U-boat on Sep 4, 1941.
Box 4

7. Orders, Pay Vouchers, and Other Official Service Records

a. 1926-1945

b. 1942-1950

c. 1946-1956 (Officer Service Record)

d. 1952-1960 (Bureau of Personnel orders, photographs, and forms)

e. 1960-1962

