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Scope and Content Notes
The Durgin papers were received from Admiral Durgin’s daughter, Mrs. Phyllis Sherrill in 1976.  Additional papers were added to the collection in 1980.  The collection is divided into a correspondence section, a miscellaneous subject file section, a speech file, speeches given by Admiral Durgin, and a newspaper clippings section.
Biography

Calvin T. Durgin was born in Palmyra, New Jersey, on January 7, 1893, a son of Frank L. Durgin and Mrs. (Sara A. Beal) Durgin.  He attended public schools in Palmyre before being appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the Second congressional District of New Jersey in 1912.  Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 3, 1916, he was advanced progressively in grade to that of Rear Admiral, dating from February 1943.  He served in the rank of Vice Admiral from May 1, 1949 to January 1952, and upon his transfer to the Retired List of the Navy on September 1, 1951, he was promoted to that rank.
After graduation in 1916, he served consecutively in the USS Minnesota and the USS Connecticut until July 1918.  He was then ordered to the Training Barracks, Destroyer Force, Queenstown, Ireland, serving one year successively there, in the USS Dixie, USS Kimberly, and as Engineer Officer of the USS Craven.

He was under instruction in aeronautical engineering at the Naval Postgraduate School, Annapolis, one year, and at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, where he received the Master of Science degree in June 1924.  Thereafter until October 1924 he had instruction at various places before reporting to the Naval Aircraft Factory, Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for duty in the Aeronautic engine Laboratory.  Between May and October 1925 he had detached duty in the Material Division, Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy Department.

Detached from the Naval Aircraft Factory in November 1926 he was ordered to Aircraft Squadrons, Battle Fleet, and reported for duty with Observation Squadron TWO, based on the carrier Langley, and later an aviation unit of the USS New Mexico.  In September 1927 he transferred to the USS West Virginia, and for one year served as Wing Commander, Observation Wing, and Commanding Officer, Observation Squadron ONE, Aircraft Squadrons, and the next year as Observation Wing Commander, Battleship Divisions, Commanding Officer of Observation Squadron FIVE, and Aide on the staff of Commander, Battleship Divisions, Battle Fleet.  He remained in that assignment until May 1929 when he was assigned as Aide on the staff of Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet, USS Texas, flagship.
In June 1930 he returned to the Navy Department, and reported for duty n the Ship Movements Section, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.  For two years from July 1932 he served in the USS Saratoga, then reported for a two year tour of duty ast the Naval Air Station, naval Operating Base, Norfolk, Virginia, and from July 1935 he was Executive Officer of that station.  For one year form September 1936 he assisted with fitting out the USS Yorktown, and served aboard that carrier from her commissioning on September 30, 1937 to May 1938.  Assigned to the USS Wright, flagship of Aircraft, Scouting Force, he was her Executive Officer, and served as Commanding Officer for one month before being detached in June 1939.  He then commanded Utility Wing, Base Force, attached to the USS Rigel, tender.

Returning in June 1940 to the Bureau of Aeronautics, he had duty in the Plan Division, later as Head of the flight Division of that bureau.  Ordered to duty at sea, he assumed command of the USS Ranger, aircraft carrier, in May 1942, then operating with the Atlantic fleet.  

Assigned shore duty in March 1943, he served as Commander Fleet Air, Quonset Point, Rhode Island.  On June 20, 1944 he was transferred to duty as Commander of a Task Group, operating with the Atlantic Fleet.  On October 11, 1944 he assumed command of Carrier Division Twenty-Nine, Pacific Fleet, and in December was designated Commander Escort Carrier Group.  On November 22, 1945, when relieved of his command in the pacific, he returned to the Navy Department, reporting for a temporary assignment in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations.  While attached to that bureau, he served on the Board to Survey the Continental Naval Shore establishment, and on July 1, 1946 he assumed command of the Naval Air Bases, Eleventh and Twelfth Naval Districts, San Diego and San Francisco, respectively.  In November 1948, when detached, he reported as Commander Fleet Air, with headquarters at Naval Air Station, Jacksonville, Florida.
On May 6, 1949 he was designated Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Air, with the accompanying rank of Vice Admiral, and reported to the Navy Department.  In March 1950 he assumed command of the First Task Fleet, Pacific Fleet.  After one year he returned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, for duty as President of the Board of Inspection and Survey.  He was so serving when relieved of active duty pending his transfer to the Retired List of the Navy on September 1, 1951.  On September 1, 1951 Admiral Durgin assumed the Presidency of the State University of New York Maritime College at Fort Schuyler, New York, New York.
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Box 6

MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECT FILES:

AVIATORS FIGHT LOG BOOK - Rear Admiral Calvin T. Durgin - January 1946. - January 
    1951

AWARDS, DECORATIONS ANO ORDERS - C. T. Durgin - 1933-1947 (includes letter from 
    President Harry S. Truman)

FAMILY (chiefly 1955-1957) 2 folders.

CTF 34, CTG 34.2, and COMINCH Messages, September-November 1942 (Admiral Durgin 
    cormnanded the USS RANGER, an aircraft carrier operating with the Atlantic Fleet)

MISCELLANEOUS - Contains official correspondence, editorials, maps, and press releases- 
    1942-1961

MISCELLANEOUS PERSONAL - Photographs and marriage license ·

NIGHT ORDERS, TASK UNITS and TASK GROUPS under Rear Admiral C.T. Durgin, USN, 
    30 June 1944 to 27 October 1945, Mediterranean and Pacific Cruises (On 20 June 1944 
    Admiral Durgin was Commander of a Task Group, operating with the Atlantic Fleet. On 11

    October 1944 he assumed command of Carrier Division TWENTY-NINE, Pacific Fleet, and

    in December was designated Commander Escort Carrier Group.)
OFFICER FITNESS REPORTS (For Awards and Medals -Qualification Reports and 
    Recommendations) January 1945-March 1947  (Privacy Act data)
PICTORIAL STORY OF FIGHTING SQUADRON THIRTEEN -ALBUM - no date 
    OVERSIZED

Box 7

MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECT FILES (CONT.):

THE ESCORT CARRIERS IN ACTION; The Story-in pictures of the Escort Carrier Force U.S. 
    Pacific Fleet -1945

SPEECH FILE:

Against A Separate Air Force: The Record, by George Fielding Eliot, no date

As of Today, by Cecil B. Dickson G.N.S., no date

Those Who Really Count, Theodore Roosevelt, no date

Presentation Speech 'Delivered by Rear Admiral C.T. Durgin, USN, at Santa Fe,· New Mexico, 
    Presenting Battle Flag of USS SANTA FE, no date

Dedication, Frank Knox Secretary of the Navy, no date

Should the ·Navy Give. Up. Part of Its Air Force to Provide ·Employment for Surplus Army Air 
    Force Units?, no date ·

The Future of Aviation-is Your Business, Extension of Remarks of Ron. Bennett Ch.amp Clark 
    of Missouri in the ·senate ·of the United States, Tuesday, 2 November 1943

Statement of Artemus L. Gates, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Air Before the Select 
    Committee on Post-War Military Policy, House of Representatives, 15 May 1944

Ode to George TIT & IV, Lieutenant Commander Michael Savery, RNR, 20 August 1944

A Report on Naval Aviation in the Pacific War, made by Assistant Secretary· of the Navy for 
    Air, John L. Sullivan, 22 September 1945

Address by Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, before the Joint Session of Congress, 
    Capital of the United States, Washington, DC, 5 October 1945

Statement by Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King, before the Senate Military Affairs Committee,

    Tuesday, 23 October 1945

Statement by· General Alexander A. Vandegrift, before Senate Military Affairs Committee, 24 
    October 1945

Navy Day Speaker '·s· Kit, Synopsis of Speeches, 27 October 1945:


Navy· Day


The Future ·in the Pacific


Sea-Power


A Strong Navy· Guarantees Peace


Naval Aviation


Naval Aviation


Amphibious· Warfare · 

The Little Ships


The significance of Modern Seapower


Demobilization


The US Navy· in World War II

Statement on A Single Department of Armed·Forces by Li·etiteriant General J. Lawton Collins, 
    Chief of Staff, Army Ground Forces, before Senate Military Affairs Committee, Tuesday, 30 
    October 1945

Statement by· Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, USN, before the Military Affairs Committee of 
    The United States Senate on a Single Department of National Defense, 17 November 1945

Statement by Rear Admiral Forrest P. Sherman, USN, before the Military· Affairs Committee of 
    The·U.S. Senate on A Single Department of National Defense, 30 November 1945

Statement by Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy, USN, before Senate Military Affairs Committee,

    4 December 1945

Testimony of George Fielding Eliot before the Senate Committee on Military· Affairs, 5 
    December 1945

Statement by· Fleet Admiral William F. Halsey, Jr., USN, before ·the ·Senate Military Affairs

    Committee on A Single ·Department of National Defense, 6 December 1945

Department of National Defense, no date

The Elements of National Security-,- Remarks by Rear Admiral ·Forrest Sherman, USN, 'before 
    the Governors of the ·Southern States at the Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana,

    8 December 1945

Speech by Assistant Secretary, of the ·Navy ·H. Struve Hensel Before ·Cincinnati Rotary Club

    Luncheon at Hotel Gibson,. Cincinnati, Ohio, 13 December 1945 -· The· ·Proper· Organization

    of· the· Military Department
Statement by· Vice Admiral Dewitt C. Ramsey, USN, before the Senate Military Affairs 
    Committee, 14 December 1945

Statement by General Brehon Somervell, Commanding General, Army Service ·Forces, 

    Regarding the Establishment of a Single Department of the Armed Services before the 
    Military Affairs Committee ·of the U.S. Senate, Monday, 17 December 1945

Summary of Testimony of Army Witnesses before Senate Military Affairs Committee and the 
    President's Message to the Congress:

Secretary of War Robert Patterson, 17 October 1945
General George C. Marshall, USA, 18 October 1945
General H.H. Arnold, USA, 29 October 1945
LTGeneral J.L. Collins, USA, 30 October 1945
Captain Gill Rob Wilson, National, Aero. Assn., 31 October 1945
Mr. Josephus Daniels, 31 October 1945
General G.C. Kenney, USA, 2 November 1945
LTGeneral J.H. Doolittle, USA, 9 November 1945
General Jacob ·L. Devers, USA, 14 November 1945
Major General 'Miller G. White, USA 14 November 1945
General Carl Spautz, USA, 15 November 1945
General Omar Bradley, USA, 15 November 1945
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, USA, 16 November 1945
Asst. Sec. of War John J. McCloy, 23 November 1945
General Brehon Somervell, USA, 17 December 1945
President's Message to Congress, 19 December 1945
Letter from Lieutenant Rodney G. Carter (D) L, USNR, Commanding Officer U.S. Naval 
    Barracks, Mobile, Alabama and U.S. Naval Barracks, Chickasaw, Alabama, on Controversy of 
    the ·Armed Services, 1 March 1946

Memorandum for the Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Radford's Statement on Missions· of 
    the Land, Sea, and Air Forces, 28 March 1946

Memorandum for Secretary of the Navy - A brief of the very· strongly held view's of Admiral 
    Radford, 13 May 19·46·

Address scheduled to be made at the Presentation of the battle flag of the battleship USS NEW 
    MEXICO to the State of New Mexico by Rear Admiral George L. Weyler, USN, in the Saint 
    Frances Auditorium of the Museum of New· Mexico, Santa Fe, 16 October 1946

Extract from Conference of Naval District Commandants, 2 December 1946, address Delivered 
    by the Secretary of the Navy, Forrestal

Navy Day 1946, Supplement to Publicity for – Includes magazine articles· and speeches

Why We Have A Navy, an Anthology of Pertinent Statements culled from recent speeches and 
    Statements by various Navy Spokesmen, Issued by the Office of Public Relations, Navy· 
    Department, Washington, DC, 15 January 19·47

Text of Talk to be ·made 'by Rear Admiral Calvin T. Durgin, USN, ---before ·the Chamber of 
    Commerce at Palm Springs, California, on Tuesday·, 25 February 1947

Address of the President, to be Delivered in Mexico City·, 3 March 19·47

Text of Speech -·to Be Delivered by Rear Admiral Calvin T. Durgin, USN, Commandant, 
    Eleventh Naval District, at the ·Governor's Banquet, Calexico, California, on 13 March 1947 
    in connection with the Eighth Annual Desert Cavalcade ·of Imperial Valley

Speech for Greek Independence Day, 25 March 1947

Introduction of Roscoe Turner by Department Aeronautical Chairman, Earle N. Stark. and 
    Address by Colonel Roscoe Turner at American Legion Air Power Conference Dinner, 27 
    June 1947

Statement of Vice Admiral G. D. Murray·, USN, The Significance of the Battle of Midway and 
    The Importance of Carrier Aviation to the Navy of the Future, 22 May 1948

Atomic Energy, An Address to be Delivered to the California Aviation Education Association at

    the Naval Air Station, San Diego, 22 June 1948 by Commander Richard Mandelkorn, USN

Address by Under Secretary of the Navy, W. John Kenney at Dinner of the Navy Industrial

    Association, St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, California,- 14 September 1948 - The- First 
    Year of Unification
"Strategic" Air Plan "Called Dangerous, by Marshall Andrews·, 23 January 1949

Excerpt from Broadcast of Fulton Lewis, Jr., Wednesday, 26 January 1949

International Military Tribunal -- .. Was- It Established to Insure ·Justice ·or for Political 

    Punishment? Extension of -Remarks of Hon.· Lawrence H. Smith of Wisconsin, in the ·House 
   ·of Representatives, Thursday, 27 January 19"49.

The Role of the ·Navy· in--Future ·Warfare,· by Rear Admiral-C.R. Brown, USN, Naval War 
    College, Newport, RI, 1 February 1949
SPEECH FILE II:

SPEECHES GIVEN BY ADMIRAL DURGIN, 1943-1950


(A) Talk given to Wardroom Officers by Captain C. T. Durgin, Commanding U.S.S. RANGER, 26 October 1947

(B) Address at Commissioning Exercises U. S. Naval Air Station, Atlantic City, New Jersey, by Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, 24 April 1943

(C) Commencement Address to Graduating Class, Air Combat Information School, By Rear Admiral C.T. Durgin,

(D) Presentation Speech, Battle Flag of U.S.S. SANTA FE, Santa Fe, New Mexico, by Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin,  27 October 1946

 (E) Navy Day Speech, Santa Fe, New Mexico, by Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, 28 October 1946


(F) Speech delivered by Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, before Chamber of Commerce, Palm Springs, Calif. (Missing) 25 February 1947


(G) Speech delivered at Governor's Banquet, 8th Annual Desert Cavalcade of Imperial Valley, Calexico, California, by Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, 13 March 1947


(H) Address before American Legion State Convention, Gallup, New Mexico, by Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, 27 June 1947


(I) Address before Northwest Aviation Planning Council, Portland, Oregon, by Rear Admiral C. T. Durgin, 29 September 1947


(J) Address at Hollywood & American Legion C1ubhouse in connection with Naval Aviation Reserve Night, 24 March 1948


(K) Banquet for President Aleman, in Mexicali, Mexico, 8 April 1948


 (L) Presentation of President's Certificate of Merit to Mr. Frank H. Harrison, 19 June 1948


(M) American Legion State Convention at Hot Springs, New Mexico, 23 July 1948


(N) Dedication of Ship's Bell USS New Mexico at Santa Fe, New Mexico, 2 October 1948

(O) Navy Day Speech, Spokane, Washington, 27 October 1948


(P) Address before Civitan Club, Seminole Hotel, Jacksonville, 31 January 1949


(Q) Address before Edward C. Desausure Post No. 9, The American Legion, Jacksonville, Florida, 3 February 1949


(R) Building for Peace - Your Role and the Navy's Role - delivered before Men's Club, Riverside Park Church, 5 April 1949


(S) Department of Florida American Legion Convention, Sarasota, Florida 9 April 1949


(T) Speech given by Vice Adm. Durgin before Aircraft Industries Association at Williamsburg, Va., 25 May 1949


(U) Speech at Officers' Club Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent, 13 June 1949


(V) Speech before Navy Club, Lafayette, Indiana, 24 June 1949


(W) Remarks before Joint Overhaul and Repair-Aviation Supply Conference, 20 October 1949


(X) (Notes) of speech delivered on Armed Forces Day at Army Supply Base, Oakland, California, 21 May 1950


(Y) Speech before First Annual Aviation Award San Diego Section Institute of Aeronautical Sciences, 1 June 1950


(Z) Speech before American Legion Convention in Los Angeles, California, 7 October 1950
Box 8

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS, 1943-1965

