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Biography

Louis Drel1er was born in Portsmouth, New Hampshire on March 6, 1897, son of Abram and Eva Celia (Polimer) Drel1er. He graduated in Electrical Engineering from the University of New Hampshire in June, 1918, and was simultaneously commiss1oned Ensign in the United States Navy for Engineering Duty Only. He received temporary promotion to Lieutenant, junior grade, during World War I, was commissioned in that rank as of July 1, 1920, and subsequently progressed through the grades to Rear Admiral to date from July 14, 1943. His transfer to the Retired List of the Navy in that rank became effective July 1, 1951.
Following his entrance into the Naval Service in June, 1918, he was ass1gned to the USS SOUTH CAROLINA for the remaining months of the war. Thereafter until May, 1920, he served consecutively in the USS MICHIGAN; the Receiving Ship, Portsmouth, New Hampshire; the USS PRESTON; and as Engineer Officer of the newly commissioned USS TINGEY. The year June 1920-21 he was under instruction at the United States Naval Academy, Annapolis. Maryland. From June, 1921 until May, 1924 he served in the USS ARIZONA, flagship of Division 4, Battle Fleet in the Atlantic. The next year, June 1924-25 he had postgraduate instruction in Electrical Engineer1ng at the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, at Columbia University, New York City, where he received the Master of Science degree, and at various other schools.
In June, 1925 he reported for duty as Assistant to the Naval Inspector of Engineering Material, Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation, Quincy, Massachusetts, where he served until January, 1927. He remained there to assist in fitting out the USS LEXINGTON, aircraft carrier then building, and had duty aboard from her commissioning, December 14, 1927 until May 16, 1930. Reporting to the Navy Department, Wash1ngton, D.C., he served three years in the Bureau of Engineering, Design and Construct1on Division. When detached in July, 1933 he assisted in fitting out and commissioning the USS RANGER-at Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Newport News, Virginia, and served aboard one year from June 4, 1934, as Engineer Officer. When detached he reported for duty as Force Material Officer, Base Force, U.S. Fleet, aboard the USS ARGONNE, flagship, on the West Coast.
In June, 1936 he again had duty in the Bureau of Engineering (redesignated Bureau of Ships in July, 1940), serving in the Design Division of that bureau until January, 1941. He was then ordered to the Pacific Fleet for duty as Force Engineer Officer on the staff of Commander, Scouting Force, USS INDIANAPOLIS, flagship. He was so serving when the United States entered World War II, following the Japanese attack upon the Fleet and Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. He was awarded a Letter of Commendation with Ribbon and combat distinguishing device V, by the Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

From April 10 to May 7, 1942 he served on the staff of Commander Service Force, Pacific Fleet, and transferred to the staff of Commander Amphibious Force, Pacific, serving until July, 1942. Returning to the; United States the next month, he reported to Headquarters, 4th Naval District, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for duty at the Navy yard there. The Brazilian Order of the Southern Cross was conferred upon him in recognition of his work in designing destroyers for the Brazi1ian Navy. These destroyers were built in shipyards in Brazil from U.S. Navy plans. For his services in the several assignments at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, he was awarded the Legion of Merit. 

On June 26, 1946 he reported for duty as Commander, U.S. Naval Shipyard, Pearl Harbor, T.H., and served a two year tour. In 1947 he was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws by the University of New Hampshire, his Alma Mater. When relieved of that command in July, 1948 he returned to the Navy Department, for duty as Chief, Industrial Survey Division, Office of the Naval Inspector General. On February 23, 1950 he was assigned special duty as Assistant Chief of Naval Material, Navy Department. He was so serving when relieved of active duty pending his retirement on July 1, 1961 due to physical disability.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I: CORRESPONDENCE. 1933-1951. Arranged chronologically.

This series contains Admiral Dreller's official and personal correspondence during the period prior to his retirement in 1951 as an engineering-duty-only officer.
Box 2

SERIES I: CORRESPONDENCE. 1933-1951. Arranged chronologically.

This series contains Admiral Dreller's official and personal correspondence during the period prior to his retirement in 1951 as an engineering-duty-only officer.

Box 3

SERIES II; SUBJECT FILES. 1941-1957. Arranged alphabetically.

Individual file folders containing correspondence and related material concerning Admiral Dreller's Official duties and his private business activities after 1951. The following subjects are included:

1. AIRCRAFT ARMAMENT INCORPORATED: Correspondence. 1954.

2. A. L. RICHTMYRA INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERS: Correspondence. 1954.

3. ALCO PRODUCTS, INCORPORATED; Correspondence. 1951.

4. THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NAVAL ENGINEERS: Journal. August 1970.

5. AMERICAN COLEMAN COMPANY: Correspondence. 1955.

6. AMERICAN ENGINEERING COMPANY: Correspondence. 1954

7. AMERICAN SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ENGINEERS: Correspondence. 1964-1965.

8. BARIUM STEEL CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1954.

9. BOEING AIRPLANE COMPANY, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON: Correspondence. 1955.

10. BLANDY, W.P.H., ADM: Address, “The Future Value of Sea Power” before the Naval Architects and Marine Engineers, Waldorf-Astoria, New York, N.Y. 14 November 1947.
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11. BRAD FOOTE GEAR WORKS, INCORPORATED: Correspondence and miscellaneous items. 1954-1956.

12. BRAD FOOTE GEAR WORKS, INC., TURKEY: Correspondence and related material. 1955-1956.

13. BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL: Correspondence course in elementary nuclear physics. 1 October 1946.

14. BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL: Selected reading lists for Flag Officers. 1947-1948.

15. BUREAU OF SHIPS: Correspondence. 1954-1956.

16. THE CELOTEX CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1955.

17. THE CIVILIAN INDUSTRIAL ASSOCIATION: Correspondence and related material. 1950.

18. CLEVELAND DIESEL ENGINE DIVISION, GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION. Correspondence. 1945-1956.

19. COFFER CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1955-1956.

20. COMMERCIAL ENGINEERING COMPANY: Correspondence. 1954.

21. COPAR INCORPORATED, LAUREL, MD.: Correspondence and related material. 1957.

22. CUMMINGS ENGINE COMPANY, INCORPORATED., 1954.

23. CURTISS-WRIGHT CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1954.

24. DANA, M.M.: Correspondence and related material. 1955-1957.

25. DAYSTRUM INSTRUMENT COMPANY: Correspondence. No date.

26. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE: Correspondence. 1955

27. THE DEPARTMENT OF OVER-ALL LOGISTIC REQUIREMENTS. Lecture by Captain E. J. Geiselman. 6 September 1947.

28. DEUTCH, MICHAEL J.: Correspondence. 28 July 1955.

29. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Correspondence re appointments, change of duty, awards, and related material. 1917-1953.

Box 4
30. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Articles, speeches and related material. 1937-1948.

31. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Correspondence and related material concerning automobile accident. 1944.
32. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Miscellaneous correspondence. 1954.

33. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Correspondence and miscellaneous material concerning household effects. 1948.

34. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Personal invitations. 1948.

35. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Correspondence and related material concerning life insurance. 1946-1948.

36. DRELLER, LOUIS,~M: Correspondence and miscellaneous items concerning medals and awards. 1948-1950.

37. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: photographs and miscellaneous personal items. 1947-1957.

38. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Correspondence and miscellaneous items concerning duty and travel orders. 1942-1948.

39. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Orders-Selection Board, duty and travel. 1950.

40. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Personal leave- records. 1939-1948.

41. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Miscellaneous correspondence. 1948.
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42. DRELLER, LOUIS, RADM: Income tax and war bond data. 1946-1948.

43. DRELLER, IDUIS, RADM: Official Pocket seal Stamp. No date.

44. ELECTRIC BOAT COMPANY, GROTON, CONNECTICUT: Correspondence and related material,1944-1956.

45. ELECTRONICS - CIVILIAN COMPANIES: Correspondence and miscellaneous items.

46. ELECTRONICS - PRIVATE INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY: Correspondence. 1950.

47. ELECTRONICS - STAFF PROGRESS COMPONENT PARTS STUDY: Reports and miscellaneous items. 1950-1951.

48. ELLIOT COMPANY, JEANETTE, PENNSYLVANIA: correspondence. 1954-1955.

49. E. W. BLISS COMPANY: Correspondence and publications. 1955-1957 •

50. FAIRBANKS, MORRIS AND COMPANY. Correspondence. 1954.

51. FAIRCHILD ENGINE & AIRPIANE CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1954-1955.

52. FARRELI-BIRMINGHAM COMPANY: Correspondence. 1954.

53. GEAR COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Reports and miscellaneous items. 1955-1956.

54. THE GLENN L. MARTIN' COMPANY: Report of Admiral Dre1er’s visit to the Plant. 1955.

55. THE GREAT LAKES CARBON CDRPORATION: Correspondence. 1955.

56. THE GRISCOM-RUSSELL COMPANY: Correspondence. 1954.

57. HENLEY, E.K.: Correspondence and related material re the U.S. Naval Mission to Brazil. May 1945.

58. HARNISCHFEGER CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1955.
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59. HOOD ENGINEERING SALES COMPANY: Correspondence. 1955.

60. HUDSON EQUIPMENT COMPANY: correspondence and related items. 1955-1956.

61. INGERSOLL KALAMOZOO DIVISION, BORG WARNER CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1955.

62. JARED INDUSTRIES: Notes. No date.

63. JONES AND LAUGHLIN STEEL CORPORATION: correspondence. 1955.

64. KENNY W. JOHN, UNDERSECRETARY OF THE NAVY: Address at dinner of the Navy Industrial Association, St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco. 14 September 1948.

65. LAMB, C.J., CAPT: Article, "Logistics Seen by a Reserve Officer." 1951.

66. LEAHY, W. H., CAPT, USN: Address, “The Navy in Research," to the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, 21 January 1948.

67. MC NEILL ASPHALT COMPANY: Correspondence. 1956.

68. MELVIN PINE AND COMPANY, INCORPORATED: Correspondence. 1955-1956.

69. MISSISSIPPI, ROAD SJPPLY MANUFACTURING COMPANY, FLORA, MISSISSIPPI: Correspondence. 1955.

70. NAVAL AIR FACILITY, NAVAL ORDNANCE TEST STATION, INYORKEN, N.Y.: Correspondence. 1948.

71. NAVAL SUPPLY DEPOT, MECHANICSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA: correspondence 1954.

72. NEWPORT NEWS SHIPBUIIDING CORPORAT ION', NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA: Correspondence. 1954.

73. NEW YORK SHIPBUILDING CORPORATION: Correspondence. 1955.

74. NIMITZ, CHESTER W., FADM: Statement," Future Employment of Naval Forces.'" 15 December 1947.

75. OFFICE OF INDUSTRIAL SURVEY, EXOS, NAVY DEPARTMENT: Correspondence during part of the period that Admiral Dreller headed this office. 1948.

76. ORDNANCE SUPPLY OFFICE, MECHANICSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA: Correspondence. 1955.

77. ORDNANCE DISTRICTS: List of offices. 1954.

78. PACIFIC CAR AND FOUNDRY OOMPANY, REN'ION, WASHINGTON: Correspondence. 1955.

79. PIASECKI HELICOPTER CORPORATION, MORTON, PENNSYLVANIA: Correspondence. 1954-1955.

80. PITTSBURGH GEAR COMPANY: correspondence. 1954-1955.

81. QUOTATIONS - AMERICAN LOCOMOTIVE COMPANY TANK PLANT, SCHNECTADY, NEW YORK: Correspondence. 1955.

82. RADIO MARINE CORPORATION OF AMERICA: Correspondence. 1955.

83. REDUCTION GEAR FOR SINGLE CASING STEAM TURBINE: Correspondence. 1954.

84. ROSCH, SAM.: Paper "Progress in Modern Electric Cable Designs for Shipboard Use," presented at meeting of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 21 December 1945.

85. SANFORD AND CDMPANY, PHIIADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA: Correspondence. 1955.

86. SCOUTING FORCE, U.S. PACIFIC FLEET: Reports of estimates of fuel consumption of U.S. Naval vessels, under various speeds and conditions, during the period that Admiral Dreller was assigned to this command. 1941-1942.

87. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY: Memoranda, notices and miscellaneous items. 1947-1948.

88. SECURITY CLEARANCE: Correspondence. 1950-1955.

89. SIKORSKY AIRCRAFT, BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT: correspondence. 1954-1955.

90. SUBMARINE SUPPLY OFFICE: correspondence. 1955.

91. SULLIVAN, JOHN L., SECRETARY OF THE NAVY: Address before the Navy Industrial Association. Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York, New York. 28 September 1948.

92. SUPERINTENDENT OF SHIPBUILDING, NEW YOP~, NEW YORK: Correspondence. 1954.

93. TEN ECK-WADE-BUTLER REIMEL ASSOCIATES: Correspondence and miscellaneous items. 1955.

94. THOMPSON, W. M., CDR: Article, “Alternating Current Installations on Naval Vessels." No date.

95. ULTRASONIC CORPORATION, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS: Correspondence. 1954-1955.

96. U. S. NAVAL AMMUNITION DEPOT, :HAWTHORNE, NEVADA: Report of survey of Industrial Activities. 1946-1948.

97. U.S. NAVAL ORDNANCE TEST STATION, PASADENA, CALIFORNIA: Correspondence. 1948-1955.

98. U.S. NAVAL SHIPYARD, PEARL HARBOR: List of personnel. No date.

99. WALKER, ERIC A.: Speech – “The Organization of a Research Laboratory" -·presented to the Allegheny Section Meeting of the American Society of Electronic Engineers. 1 October 1947.

100. WALTER W. JOHNSON COMPANY: Correspondence. 1945.

101. -WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC AND MANUFACTURING CDMPANY:

Correspondence. 1945.

102. W. F. AND JOHN BARNES COMPANY: Correspondence. 1954-1955.

103. WORTHINGTON CORPORATION, HARRISON, NEW JERSEY: Correspondence. 1954-1957.

104. YFD-2: Correspondence and miscellaneous items. 1947.

105. YORK CORPORATION, YORK, PENNSYLVANIA: Correspondence. 1955.

Box 7

SERIES III. PUBLICATIONS. 1929-1959. Arranged Alphabetically.

1. ALL HANDS: Bureau of Naval Personnel publication. 1 July 1946.

2. AMERICAN BUREAU OF SUPPLIES: Rules for building and classing steel vessels. 1959.

3. AMERICAN SJCIETY OF NAVAL ENGINEERS: Journal. 1959.

4. APPLIED NUCLEAR PHYSICS: Book by Ernest Pollard, Associate Professor of Physics, Yale University, and William L. Davidson, Jr., Research Physicist, The B. F. Goodrich 
Company. 1946
5. BUREAU OF SHIPS: General specifications for Building Vessels of the United states Navy. 1929-1949.
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6. BUREAU OF SHIP S: Manual - Readiness and Care of Vessels in Inactive Status. 1 October 1946.

7. CONTRACT PURCHASING INFORMATION: Miscellaneous publications. 1945 - 1951.

8. DIRECTORIES: Telephone directories, Navy and Department of Defense. 1941.

9. DIRECTORY:. Boards and committees, Department of Defense. October 1941•

10. DIRECTORY: Engineering duty officers, Bureau of Ships. 1 June 1950.

11. DIRECTORY, DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY: Lawyers in the Office of the' General Counsel. November 1950.

12. DIRECTOR!: Officers of Flag Rank of the United States Navy on active duty. 1 June 1951.

13. HIGH PRECISION PRODUCTS COMPANY: Publication – High Capacity Gearing. No date.

14. IOWA ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY: Annual report. 1954.

15. LION MANUFACTURING CORPORATION AND AFFILIATED CORPORATTONS: Publication. 1948.

16. MAG GEAR-WHEEL CO., LTD, ZURICH, SWITZERLAND: General catalogs. No date.

Box 9

17. PEARL HARBOR NAVAL SHIPYARD: Manual of Administrative Procedures. 1943-1949. (2 volumes) (Admiral Dreller commanded this shipyard during 1946-1948.)
Box 10

18. SHIPYARD: Log, weekly publication of Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. 1948.

19. THE SOCIETY OF NAVAL ARCHITECTS AND MARINE ENGINEERS: Translations (6 volumes.) 1944-1951. (4 volumes in this box)
Box 11
19.  (Continued) THE SOCIETY OF NAVAL ARCHITECTS AND MARINE ENGINEERS: Translations (6 volumes.) 1944-1951. (2 volumes in this box)

20. THE S)CIETY OF NAVAL ARCHITECTS AND MARINE ENGINEERS: Year book. 1951.

21. SPEAKERS KIT, NAVY DAY: Suggested speech topics and supporting data. Issued by the Office of Public Relations, Navy Department. 1946-1947.

