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Scope and Content Notes
The papers of Vice Admiral Bernard L. Austin consist primarily of a large number of photographs, both personal and professional, collected by Vice Admiral Austin during the course of his career. The collection also includes a number of speeches written and delivered by Vice Admiral Austin from 1952 to 1967, concerning topics such as the role of the naval forces and the increasing importance of Latin America in United States’ policy. A limited amount of personal correspondence, newspaper clippings and publications concerning Austin are included as well. 

The collection is arranged into eleven series.  Series I makes up the majority of the collection and consists of photographs and is divided into subseries by duty, then by subject. The contents of each folder are arranged chronologically where possible.  The main subseries include Vice Admiral Austin’s service as the President of the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island from 1960 – 1964 and as the Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board from 1964 – 1967.  Subseries H contains a number of personal photographs of Vice Admiral Austin, his wife, and children, while Subseries G contains portraits, arranged by rank.  Also of note, several subseries, including Subseries Y contain photographs of renowned historical figures including President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, President Dwight D. Eisenhower, President Harry Truman, and General of the Army George C. Marshall. 

Series II contains speeches written by Vice Admiral Austin from 1952 – 1967. Many of these speeches concern his work with the Inter-American Defense Board and cover topics related to the role and significance of Latin America in determining United States’ naval policies. Series III consists of newspaper articles concerning primarily Vice Admiral Austin’s military service and the marriage of his daughter Jane. Series IV includes various letters and a large number of greeting cards sent to Vice Admiral Austin. 

Series V consists of a varied selection of business cards from Vice Admiral Austin’s service with the Inter-American Defense Board. Included in this series are Austin’s own business cards, as well as those of ambassadors and ministers of defense from various Latin American countries. Series VI holds a small number of cartoons about the Navy. Series VII contains foreign money Vice Admiral Austin collected on his travels, the majority of which is Japanese currency. 

Series VIII holds several blank post cards from Okinawa, Japan and San Francisco, California. Series IX is the Subject File Series and includes a poster of Guam in 1945, “The Enemy Submarine Bulletin” of 1918, and items relating to Austin’s daughters. 

Series X is publications, which mostly concern the Naval War College. Included are articles written by Vice Admiral Austin, copies of two Naval War College annual reports forwarded to Vice Admiral Austin with letters by Vice Admiral Stansfield Turner, and discussions of Global Strategy Discussion.  Information on Vice Admiral Austin’s U.S. Naval Academy Class of 1924 is included.

The last series, Series XI, Oversized, contains Vice Admiral Austin’s U.S. Naval Academy Diploma, and certificates of Austin’s commission as ensign, captain, and rear admiral.

Subject Heading (LCSH)
Persons

Austin, Bernard Lige, 1902-

Eisenhower, Dwight David, Pres. U.S., 1890-1969

Marshall, George C. (George Catlett), 1880-1959

Nimitz, Chester W. (Chester William), 1885-1966

Roosevelt, Franklin D. (Franklin Delano), 1882-1945

Truman, Harry S., 1884-1972
Organizations

Inter-American Defense Board.

Naval Gun Factory (Washington, D.C.), 1910-1920

Naval Powder Factory (Indian Head, Md.)

Naval Proving Ground (Dahlgren, Va.)

Naval War College (U.S.)

United States. Navy. 2nd Fleet.

United States. Navy. Atlantic Fleet.

United States. Navy. Bureau of Ordnance.

United States. Navy. Destroyer Forces.

United States. Navy. Destroyer Squadron 14.

United States. Navy. Pacific Fleet.

Ships

Chewink (AM-39)

Foote (Destroyer : DD-511)

New York (Battleship : BB-34)

Potomac (Auxiliary, General : AG-25)

R-6 (Submarine : SS-83)

R-10 (Submarine : SS-87)

R-11 (Submarine : SS-88)

Scorpion (Submarine : SSN-589)

Woolsey (Destroyer : DD-437)

Biographical Note

Bernard Lige Austin was born on December 15, 1902 in Wagener, South Carolina to Elijah Andrew and Loula Ola (née Gantt) Austin.  He attended The Citadel, the Military College of South Carolina, in Charleston, before his appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy on July 17, 1920.  As a midshipman, he participated in creating the U.S. Naval Academy yearbook, Lucky Bag.  He graduated and was commissioned as ensign on June 4, 1924. 

Following graduation, Austin was assigned to the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washington D.C., for temporary duty under instruction at the Naval Gun Factory, Navy Yard, Washington, the Naval Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Virginia, and the Naval Powder Factory, Indian Head, Maryland.  Upon completion of this assignment in August 1924, he joined USS New York (BB 34), in which he served for two years. From July to December 1926, Austin obtained instruction at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island.  He then trained on board USS Chewink (AM 39), station ship at the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut until June 1927.  The same month he joined USS R-10 (SS 87), based in Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii.  In June 1929, he transferred to USS R-6 (SS 83), serving on board until May 1931. 

During the next three years, Austin was an instructor in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Physics at U.S. Naval Academy. He returned to sea in May 1934 as the commanding officer on board USS R-11 (SS 88), serving on board until June 1937 when he was transferred to USS Potomac as the ship’s executive officer. In December 1937, he became Press Relations Officer, Navy Department, remaining in that assignment until August 1940, when he was sent to the American Embassy, London, England, as a Special Naval Observer.  From February 12, 1942 until December 1942, he commanded USS Woolsey. For meritorious achievement as commanding officer of this ship during operations against enemy force off the Coast of North Africa on November 16, 1942, Austin was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat Distinguishing Device “V.”

On December 22, 1942, Austin assumed command of the newly commissioned destroyer USS Foote, and in May 1943 become Commander, Destroyer Division 46. In recognition of his service in that command in the Solomon Islands area he was awarded the Navy Cross and, in lieu of a second Navy Cross, a Gold Star.  In December, 1943, Austin reported as Commander, Destroyer Squadron FOURTEEN, with additional duty as Commander, Destroyer Division TWENTY-SEVEN.  He was transferred, on April 15, 1944, to duty as Assistant Chief of Staff for Operations and Training of the Staff of the Commander, Destroyers, Pacific Fleet. On June 9, 1944, he became Assistant Chief of Staff for Administration to the Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas.  He was awarded the Legion of Merit for his service during this assignment. 

On October 25, 1945, Austin was ordered to duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department. In December of the same year, he was assigned duty as Navy Secretary of the State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee. Following this he became a member of the first class of the National War College at Fort Lesley J. McNair, Washington D.C.  In June 1947, he was detached to duty as the Special Assistant to the Assistant Chief of Naval Operations for Politico-Military Affairs, Navy Department; he served in that position until October 1949.  During this period, Austin performed one-year special duty at the Office of the Naval Attaché, London, England as a student at the British Imperial Defense College. 

In January 1950, he was designated Commander Service Squadron ONE.  In July of that same year, he was sent to the Western Pacific to organize and command Service Squadron THREE.  In May 1951 he was assigned to the International Affairs Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. Austin served as that division’s Assistant Director until February 1952 when he was advanced to Director, serving in that position until May 1954.  He then reported as Commander Cruiser Division TWO, and in April 1955 joined the staff of the Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE). 


On March 15, 1956, Austin was promoted to the rank of vice admiral while serving as Director of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Washington D.C.  In May 1958, he assumed command of the SECOND Fleet with additional duty as Commander, Strike Fleet, Atlantic.  Beginning in March 1959, Austin served as Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Plans and Policy) Department.  Then, in July 1960, he became President of the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island.  On August 1, 1964, he was transferred to the retired list, but continued to serve on active duty as Chairman of the Inter-American Defense Board, Washington D.C. Austin was assigned to the Bureau of Personnel, Navy Department from August to October 17, 1967, when he was released from active duty. Ordered to return to active duty, he served from June to August 15, 1968 and from November to December 14, 1968 as a senior naval officer in connection with the investigation of the disappearance of USS Scorpion (SSN-589), attached to the Staff of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. 

In addition to the Navy Cross with Gold Star in lieu of a Second Navy Cross, the Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of Merit, and the Bronze Star with Combat V, Vice Admiral Austin was awarded the Ribbon for the Presidential Unit Citation to Destroyer Division TWENTY-THREE for “extraordinary heroism in action against enemy Japanese forces during the Solomon Islands Campaign from November 1, 1943 to February 23, 1944,” the American Defense Service Medal, the Fleet Clasp, the European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, the World War II Victory Medal, the Korean Campaign Medal, and UN Medal.

Vice Admiral Austin and his wife, Isabella Murray Leith of Springfield, Massachusetts, had three daughters, Alexandra, Jane, and Leith. Alexandra married Commander Nathaniel W. James III (SC) USN and Jane married Lieutenant Frank T. Watkins, USN.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Photographs

Subseries A: Secretary Swanson’s Funeral 

1. Secretary Swanson’s Funeral 





1939

Subseries B: Visit of Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Quantico 

 

      2.  Visit of Assistant Secretary of the Navy to Quantico 


Mar. 1940

Subseries C: President Roosevelt 

3. President Roosevelt visits Hawaii, Folder 1



Aug. 1944

4. President Roosevelt visits Hawaii, Folder 2



Aug. 1944

5. President Roosevelt attends Ceremony, Unknown 


Undated

Subseries D: Pusan 

6. Pusan 








Undated

Subseries E: Wohmin Do

7. Wohmin Do







Undated

Subseries F: Awards, Presentations, Ceremonies 

8. Ceremonies and Promotions 




            Undated

Subseries G: Portraits (organized by rank)

9. Commander 







Undated

10. Captain







Undated

11. Rear Admiral (Lower)






Undated

12. Rear Admiral (Upper) 





Undated

13. Vice Admiral 







Undated

14. Unknown Rank






Undated

Subseries H: Family, Friends, Home

14. Family, Friends, Home                




1945 - 1952    

15. Family, Friends, Home 





Undated

Subseries I: Ships and Submarines 

      16. Identified Ships and Submarines




1898 - 1953

17. Identified Ships and Submarines 




Undated

      18. Unidentified Ships and Submarines              



Undated

Series I: Photographs

Subseries J: Commander Destroyer Division FORTY-SIX

      19. Solomon Islands






1943


Subseries K: Service Squadron ONE

      20. USS Hector



          

           

Dec.1949 – Jul. 1950 

Subseries L: Service Squadron THREE

21. Change of Command




         

Jul. 1950 – Apr.1951

22. Construction of Okinawa Officers and Enlisted Clubs 
   
Jan. – Mar. 1951

23. Construction of Okinawa Officers and Enlisted Clubs                       Undated

Box 2 

Subseries M: Office of Chief of Naval Operations

24. Reception on board USS Roanoke 



    
Mar. 1954

25. Party for Admiral Wright on board USS Roanoke in Guantanamo    May 1951-Mar. 1954

Subseries N: Commander Cruiser Division TWO

      26. Reception 





                        Mar.1954–Apr.1955

Subseries O: Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE) 

      27. SHAPE





                        Mar.1955–Jan. 1956

Subseries P: Office of Joint Chiefs of Staff /Deputy Chief of Naval Operations

      28. Annual Conference of Flag Officers in Command of
           





Operating Forces, Monterey        
                                               Aug. 1957, Aug. 1959

Subseries Q: Commander SECOND Fleet

      29. Officers on board ship



     


Mar. 1958 –1959 

Subseries R: Office of Chief of Naval Operations

      30. Award Ceremony for Captain 




Jul. 2, 1959 

Subseries S: President, Naval War College


31. Presidential Responsibilities and Visits 



1961


32. Presidential Responsibilities and Visits 


            Jan.–May 1962   


33. Presidential Responsibilities and Visits 


            Jun.–Dec. 1962


34. Presidential Responsibilities and Visits 



1963


35. Presidential Responsibilities and Visits 



1964


36. Garden Party in Honor of VADM Austin and LGen Underhill   
Jul. 24, 1964

37. Meetings at NWC, Post Presidential Duties 



1969, 1971

38.  Naval Academy Homecoming 




Undated

39.  Ceremonies and Visits at Naval War College Unknown 

Undated

Subseries T: Chairman, Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)

      40.  Assembly in Honor of the Chiefs of the American Armies 
            Aug. 11, 1964


41.  Garden Party in Honor of Admiral Saunders 


Aug. 12, 1964


42.  First Session (#426) after the Summer Recess 

            Sep. 24, 1964


43.  Lunch given at the Naval Weapon Center in Honor of the 





National War College of Brazil




Sep. 30, 1964

            


44.  Assembly in Honor of the Commandant General of the Air






       Force of Peru, Lieutenant.General Carlos Siles Baroni 

Oct. 9, 1964
    


45.  Award of the Legion of Merit to RAdm Willard A. Saunders 
Oct. 21, 1964


46.  Session #428






            Oct. 22, 1964


47.  Assembly in Honor of the Commandant General of the Air 
Nov. 12, 1964



Force of Venezuela, Colonel Francisco Miliani Aranguren 

Nov. 12, 1964


48.  IADB Visit to Paraguay




            Mar. 15, 1965


49.  Austin takes Tour of Unknown Facility 
                                    Mar. 31, 1965

50.  Assembly 114, in Honor of the Minister of War of Brazil, 



        General of the Army Arthur da Costa e Silva 


Apr. 9, 1965

  


51.  Assembly in Honor of Brig. General Mario Garcia Ballesteros       Apr. 30, 1965


52.  Assembly in Honor of General Robert W. Porter


May 6, 1965

Box 3 

Series I: Photographs

Subseries T: Chairman, Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)


53.  Reception at the Washington Hilton 




Jun. 30, 1965


54.  Reception at the Washington Hilton, Color Photographs   

Jun. 30, 1965

55.  Assembly in Honor of the Minister of the Navy of Brazil, 




Adm Paulo Bosisio






July 21, 1965

  

56.  Assembly in Honor of Commandant General of the Navy of 


Peru, Vice Admiral Alejandro Martinez 




Sep. 30, 1965



57.  Reception at the State Department 




Oct. 12, 1965

58.  Reception at the State Department, Color 

 

Oct. 12, 1965

59.  Unveiling Ceremony of IADB Emblem 



 Jan. 13, 1966 

60.  Arrival to International Airport 



            Mar. 6, 1966

61.  Assembly in Honor of Adm Arnoldo Toscano


Apr. 13, 1966

62.  Assembly in Honor of Lieutenant General Marcelino 


Garcia Barragan 






Apr. 20, 1966

63.  Day of the Americas Honor Review 




Oct. 12, 1966

64.  Day of the Americas Honor Review, Color Photographs      
Oct. 12, 1966

65.  Reception in Honor of Students and Faculty Members of the 



War Academy of Chile





Undated


          

Subseries U: Austin by Rank

66.  Commander







Undated

67.  Captain 







Undated

68.  Rear Admiral (lower)






Undated

69.  Rear Admiral (upper)






Undated

70.  Vice Admiral, Folder 1





Undated

71.  Vice Admiral, Folder 2





Undated

72.  Unidentified Rank






Undated

Subseries V: Naval Duties

73.  Aerial Views 







Undated

74.  Austin’s Fellow Officers 





Undated 

75.  Naval Officers, Unknown





Undated

76.  South American Admirals 




            Undated

77.  Vice Admiral Austin in Ecuador 

                                    Undated

Subseries W: Receptions, Speeches, Presentations, Unknown


78.  Reception at the Sheraton Park Hotel, Washington D.C.                  Undated

79.  Reception Lines, Unknown





Undated

80.  Receptions and Banquets, Unknown




Undated

81.  Reception, Unknown, Color Photographs   



Undated

Subseries W: Receptions, Speeches, Presentations, Unknown
82.  Speeches, Inter-American Defense Board



Undated

83.  Presentations, Unknown





Undated

84.  Hearing, Unknown





  
Undated

Box 4 

Series I: Photographs

Subseries X: Signed/Addressed Photographs


85.  Signed Photographs 



                                    1945 – 1966

Subseries Y: Photograph Subject File 

86.  Aerial View of U.S. Naval Academy, looking West

        
May 10, 1940


87.  Japanese Surrender on board the USS Missouri 

            Sep. 2, 1945

88.  Japanese Surrender on board the USS Missouri, Color                 
Sep. 2, 1945

89.  Meeting of the National Security Council: 



Aug. 19, 1948

(Left to Right) Cornelius V. Whitney, Sidney W. Souers,

 Arthur M. Hill, Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter, Major

 General Alfred Gruenther, possibly Robert Blum, James V. 

 Forrestal, George C. Marshall, President Truman, John Kenney


             

90.  Office of the Chief of Naval Operations for Politico – 

Oct. 25, 1956

Military Affairs, Directors   Plaque 

  



                                      


91. Scrapbook from the Minister of Defense of Paraguay, 

Mar. 1965



Leodegar Cabello  

92.  Admiral Struble






Undated

93.  Annapolis Class of 1924 Reunion 




Undated

94.  Austin with President Eisenhower and CNO Chester

Undated


 Nimitz                    

95.  Captain, Unknown 






Undated

96.  Churchill on board a U.S. Ship




Undated

97.  CinCPac Average Despatch Traffic on Representative

Undated


 Days 
          

98.  Commander and Companion, Unknown



Undated

99.  Exiting Plane, Unknown





Undated

100. Formal Photograph of Austin in Bolivia 



Undated

101. Gathering, USS Pittsburg 





Undated

102. General McArthur Speaking 




Undated

103. Inter-American Defense Board Ceremony, Unknown

Undated

104. Meeting, Unknown 






Undated

105. Meeting Two, Unknown 





Undated

106. Naval Officer’s Address, Unknown 
   



Undated

107. Office Worker, Unknown 





Undated 

108. Officers on Air Craft Carrier, Unknown 



Undated

109. Official Car and Chauffer during Havana Visit 


Undated


110. Order (Photo) from Oct. 25, 1867




Undated

111. SON-1 Plane







Undated

112. Theatrical Performance, Unknown 




Undated

Series II: Speeches 


113. “The Growing Influence of Seapower,” before U.S. Naval

Oct. 22, 1952



    Volunteer Brigade


114. “The Navy and International Commitments,” before U.S.

Apr. 14, 1953

                Naval Reserve Public Relations Seminar, Pensacola, FL



115. “Military Facets of International Problems,” before 

Nov. 20, 1953



   American Ordnance Assoc., Rock Island, IL


116.  Nimitz Hall Dedication, Newport, RI



Jul. 22, 1964


117.  Retirement Speech as President Naval War College and 





   from U.S. Navy






Jul. 31, 1964


118. “The Inter-American Defense Board and the Future of the 

Sep. 25, 1964




    of the Western Hemisphere”


119. Rockville Rotary Club Luncheon Address



Mar. 11, 1965


120. Commemoration of 24th Anniversary of Founding of 



  Inter-American Defense Board




Mar. 30, 1966


121. “Latin America,” at Armed Forces Staff College, Norfolk, VA
May 9, 1966


122. Thank you speech for 2 artworks created by Dr. Felix deWeldon



  and presented to Inter-American Defense Board


Jun. 26, 1966


123. Address to U.S. Army College, Carlisle Barracks, PA

Oct. 7, 1966


124. Talk to Inter-American Defense College on Strategic



  Importance of Latin America for the Collective Defense of the 



  Hemisphere







Apr. 11, 1967


125. “The Defense of the Americas,” Contemporary Club,



  Baltimore, MD






May 12, 1967


126. Talk on Naval Command Course, Naval War College

May 31, 1967


127. “The Strategic Importance of Latin America”


undated



   [Probably in 1965 or 1966]






Series III: Newspaper Clippings 


128. Newspaper Clippings 



           

Oct. 1945–Dec. 1963


129. Newspaper Clippings 





Undated

Series IV: Correspondence 


130. Incoming 







1939 – 1966


131. Greeting Cards 






Undated

Series V: Business Cards 

132. Austin’s Business Cards





Undated 

133. Business Cards






Undated

Series VI: Navy Cartoons 


134. Navy Cartoons






1926 – 1941 


135. Navy Cartoons 






Undated

Series VII: Foreign Money 





136. Foreign Money 






Undated

Series VIII: Blank Postcards and Greeting Cards 


137. Blank Postcards and Greeting Cards 



 Undated

Series IX: Subject File 

138. The Enemy Submarine Bulletin 




May 1, 1918

139. Poster of Cincpoa Headquarters, Guam 



Sep. 1945

140. The Holton-Arms School Graduation Program


Jun. 2, 1951

141. Invitation to Alexandra Austin’s Wedding 



Sep. 1951


142. Artwork of Naval Subjects 





Undated

Box 5

Series X:  Publications
143.  Anderson, Robert B. Nation Needs to Pray
.  New York:


   Thomas Nelson& Sons





1963 

144.  Austin, Bernard, “Military Considerations in Grand Strategy,” 


    Naval War College Review XV no.4 (Dec 1962) 13-23

Dec 1962

145.  Austin, Bernard, “Welcoming Address,” Naval War College 


   Review XIII, no.2 (October 1960) 13-20.



Oct. 1960

146. Chief of Naval Operations, Naval Officer Professional 


   Development Study, Executive Summary Draft


May 31, 1974

147. Chief of Naval Operations, “Understanding Soviet Naval 


   Developments






Apr. 1974

148. Department of Defense, National Security Strategy of Realistic


  Deterrence 







Feb 22, 1972

149. Enthoven, Alain and Henry Rowan, “Defense Planning and


  Organization” Economics Division, The Rand Corporation
Jul. 28, 1959

150. Evans, Joseph E. Through Soviet Windows. New York: Dow


  Jones & Company, 1957. [presented by Joe Dasleer, JCS]

1957 

151. Inter-American Defense Board, “Trip to Mexico-Guatemala-


  Honduras-Nicaragua-Costa Rica




Nov 2-21, 1966

152. Korth, Frank, Criteria for Selection to Flag Rank in the Navy,”


  Report of SECNAV Board





Mar. 9, 1963

153. Naval ROTC “Midshipmen Cruise, ‘Charlie’” with 


  Introductory letter by Vice Admiral Austin



Jul. 19-Aug. 27, 1954

154. Naval War College, Board of Advisors to the President, 


  Annual Meeting






May 1, 1970

155. Naval War College, Annual Report to the President, 1972-1973


  [annotations by Vice Admiral Austin



1973

156. Naval War College, Second Annual Report



Aug. 9, 1974

Box 6

Series X: Publications
157. Naval War College, 14th Annual Global Strategy Discussion


  [includes message from President, Vice Admiral Austin

Jun. 1962

158. Naval War College, 16th Annual Global Strategy Discussions,


  Roster of Participants and Biographical Data

            Jun 8 - 12, 1964


159. Naval War College, 16th Annual Global Strategy Discussions
June 1964


160. Naval War College, 21st Annual Global Strategy Discussions
Jun 16 – 20, 1969


161. Naval War College Review   




Dec 1960


162. Naval War College Review   




Nov 1961

163. U.S. Naval Academy, “Cruise f Class of 1924


1939

164. U.S. Naval Academy, “30 Year Cruise of the Class of 1924”
1954
Box 7 Oversized

Series XI: Certificates and Diploma


165. U.S. Naval Academy Diploma and Certification of Graduation



  a. Diploma






June 4, 1924


  b. U.S. Naval Academy certification that Austin graduated


  from Naval Academy




Aug. 12, 1940

166. Commission Certifications


  a. Certificate of Austin’s Commission as Ensign 

June 4, 1924


  b. Certificate of Austin’s Commission as Captain 

March 5, 1948


  c. Certificate of Austin’s Commission as Rear Admiral 
April 8, 1954

